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Minutes of PCC Meeting 26 September 2017  

 

 
The PCC of the Ecclesiastical Parish of St Mark, Bedford Charity Number 1164416. 

All minutes are available on our website www.stmarkschurch.com 

 
The meeting began with Evening Prayer 
 
Apologies Wendy Rider, Marion Prior, Janet Ibberson, Morag Stewart, Janet Day, Elizabeth 
Bean 
 
Minutes of the previous Minutes of 15 May 2017 were agreed. 
 
Church Leadership Report  
Wendy gave details of the 18 September Leadership Team meeting.  
Preschool numbers had been discussed, and great deal of work was being done to advertise and 
promote St Mark’s, and the hours available, versus other preschools in our area. 
Charlie presented the new membership letter to be issued to church members. The updated form 
would be used to ensure that we meet all the requirements of the Data Protection Act.  Data will 
be securely retained and retention times for the various types of data kept are being reviewed. 
Charlie was thanked for the work that had been carried out to ensure we are compliant with 
legislation. 
The Mission Project for 2017 will be The Mavuno Village. Details to be presented at the Harvest 
Service on 1 October. It was agreed to donate £500 to help the Kasiizi Hospital, which was 
recently damaged by severe flooding. 
Numbers at Open House were now in the area of 35 including carers.  
Mike Warren has recently joined the Pastoral Support Team. Sarah Burrows had been appointed 
Chaplain at Anjulita Court.  The annual Church inspection had gone very well. 
Harvest Festival produce will be passed to Bedford Foodbank. 
The recent western social had been a great success and a profit of £60.  A quiz night will be 
arranged for 10 February next year.  An afternoon tea is to be held again on 21 October. 
Goodie bags, for the children to use during the services, will be introduced.  It was agreed to fund 
the cost of books to be included in the bags (approx. £200). 
The Commemoration Service will be held on 5 November 3.00pm and Jennie Cappleman will be 
the speaker. Remembrance Sunday (12 November) arrangement in hand for laying the wreath. 
 
Centre Management  
Building: decorating work is in hand to paint the Wren and Biffa rooms.  There have been 
problems with the solar hot water system, Lincat hot water boiler and the dishwasher.  However, 
all have now been repaired.  Also, the hand dryer in the ladies toilet has been repaired. All of the 
misted windows have been replaced. 
Bookings: one new booking since the last meeting, Pakua, a martial arts group on Friday 
evenings.  One group has had to temporarily cancel their booking because of low numbers.  A 
possible new cookery group is to meet with Wendy with a view to using the kitchen, which will be 
a first. 
Office/ Volunteers: we have had office volunteers off work due to illness over the last few weeks 
and Wendy wished to record her thanks to all the volunteers who took on extra sessions. We are 
extremely fortunate to have such very supportive and committed volunteers. 
 
Finance Report and Gift Aid 
Ian Farthing presented the year to date income and expenditure results, highlighting the value 
required under our Reserves Policy.  
In highlighting the impact of the fall in Preschool numbers, a projected deficit of £20,000 is likely 
in the current financial year.  As stated, a great deal of work was underway to build numbers.  It 
was clear that other preschools were similarly affected.  Income and expenditure are being very 



closely monitored, with a hold on salary increases having been implemented. All other church 
finance expenditure was on budget. 
A review had been made of current hire charges and new fees will be introduced from 1 October. 
The second Gift Aid claim of the current financial year would be submitted in the next few weeks. 
Thanks were recorded to Ian for the strong control kept of the church finances. 
 
Openhouse   
All running well.  There is strong attendance each week for the service. 
 
Story Box   
Continuing to run well. Numbers are down a little, probably because it is a new term and some of 
the children have moved on.  Thanks to Jaana and Valerie for organising. 
 
Chat and Play  
Again, all running very well. Thanks to Janine for the continued hard work in making the sessions 
so successful. 
 
Junior Church   
The number of children involved has grown and all the age groups are actively involved.  Thanks 
to Linda Turner for organising the children so enthusiastically.  
 
Messy Church  
All was going very well.  October will be the seventh birthday of Messy Church at St Mark’s.  The 
average attendance is now 46 children and carers.  All helpers were thanked for their hard work 
and support, and new volunteers are welcome. 
 
Pastoral Support  
The work of the group is valued very much by all involved.  Mike Warren has recently joined the 
team of volunteers. 
 
Garden of Remembrance/Churchyards  
The faculty application for the extension to the garden (previously circulated) had been approved 
with no queries or amendments required, which was excellent.  A number of companies have 
been asked to submit quotations, based on the detailed specification drawn up by our architect.  
Once costs are known, it may be possible that the work could be carried out on a phased basis, 
dependant on the costs involved. 
 
Woodland  
The Open Day on 9 September had been excellent, despite extremes in the weather.  Sixty 
seven people had visited and ten reservations made.  Simon Edgar has produced a really 
outstanding newsletter and his work on the website was so professional. 
We have received excellent feedback from clients via the NDC website. 
Very busy at the moment, possibly due to the closure of Olney.  However, the past six interments 
have come from outside of the catchment area. 
The ten new glades should be in use early next year.  There are current 60 plots remaining.  
Linda and Edward were thanked for their ongoing work, which is valued so much by clients.  
 
Mission Matters  
As previously stated, £500 is being sent to help rebuilding work at the hospital in Kassiizi 
following the flooding which had so badly damaged the buildings. 
Sam gave further details of this year’s Autumn Mission Project to support Muvuno Village in 
Tanzania.  The aim is to build a school, which will ensure the children can look forward to a better 
future and change the pattern of lives for generations to come.  
 
Deanery Matters  
A Deanery Treasurers meeting has been arranged for October to present and agree the 
individual church quotas for next year. Each church’s allocated quota is basis on a ministerial and 



attendance factor.  St Mark’s increase for 2018 will be 3%, versus an average of 2.8%. 
The annual inspection by the Rural Dean had gone very well, with only minor items for attention. 
Pastor Lonnie Haye, chaplain at Yarl’s Wood, had spoken about his work at the centre. An 
important item, always needed, was suit cases.  It was suggested that members look out any 
they may have. 
 
Dates of next meetings 
Parochial Church Council     22 November and 21 February 2018.  
Annual Parochial Congregational Meeting    15 April 2018 after the 9.30am service.  
 
The meeting closed with The Grace    


