
Minutes of the meeting of St Mark’s Church Council 
25 June 2015 
 
The meeting opened with a passage from Saints and Pilgrims followed by prayer. 
 
Apologies: 
Margaret Appleton, Linda Parry, Morag Stewart, Laura Farthing, Mary Stubbs,  
Janet Ibberson, John Day, Sam Capplemman. 
 
Minutes: 
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted and there were no matters arising. 
 
Leadership: 
The Easter services had gone well and had been well attended. 
Plans are in place for the mission project in July, with the Bishop visiting a number of   
groups throughout the week, commencing on 14th. Events will include Bishops Question 
Time, with music from Bedford Town Band, Messy Mission, school visits and a Caribbean 
evening at Putnoe Heights Church. 
A Partnership Council had been held to discuss the new Circuit proposals and the 
changes that would impact Putnoe Heights and St Mark’s. There was recognistion of the 
changing nature of the Circuit which would bring significant changes to the Partnership. It 
was recognised that there were appearing fundamental differences in understanding of 
ministry between the Partnership and the Circuit. It was also a concern that the ministers 
in the Partnership had not been consulted on the proposals for the Partnership churches at 
any stage in the process.  
The Church Leadership Teams had requested that alternative proposals be drawn up for 
the Partnership Churches and a proposal had been submitted by Charles Royden and 
Sam Cappleman to the Circuit with unanimous support of the Leadership Teams to the 
Superintendent at the beginning of June. No definitive response or outcome had yet been 
received. 
Wendy Evans-Wood advised the meeting that Andrew Hollins had been on holiday and 
subsequently was attending the Methodist Conference. Wendy noted that expectations of 
ministers between the denominations was different and she believed that some people at 
Putnoe Heights had called for more Methodist preaching which she said was longer and in 
more depth.   
The concerns of the Partnership were restated and it was noted that Putnoe Heights 
Church Council had unanimously supported the alternative Partnership Proposals. It was 
made clear that St Mark’s did not wish to be a part of the reinvitation process if the 
proposals submitted on behalf of the Leadership Teams was rejected. If the proposals 
were rejected then St Mark’s would withdraw from the ecumenical partnership with the 
Methodist Church before the reinvitation process started as an outcome. 

Centre Management: 
The foyer had been redecorated since the last meeting, the main and small halls will be 
redecorated during the summer break. 
The flooring in all the toilets will be replaced during the summer holiday. Following 
a number of attempts to get companies to quote, Mick Ovenden has offered to organise a 
team of volunteers to help him carry out the work.  Mick was thanked in advance for 
taking on the work and the financial savings that would be made as a result.  



Work needed to carry out repairs to the roof areas is ongoing and grant support will be 
sort in the longer term. 
Bedford Credit Union continues to grow, and Elizabeth was thanked for her involvement 
in the project. 
New and additional bookings have been made by Faith in the Community, and a new 
yoga group has started to use the premises. 
Wendy advised members that she is to have further hospital treatment and will be away 
for up to six weeks.  Milly will manage the office volunteers during the time.  Wendy and  
all the volunteers were thanked for their continuing hard work in running the Church 
Centre so successfully. 

Finance: 
Ian reviewed the year to date results (Sep-May), all areas were running in line with 
budget.  Three quarterly Anglican quota payments have been made with two payments 
received from Putnoe at the time of month end cut off.  
Fund raising was ahead of budget following a very successful auction of promises 
evening. 
The cost of replacing the flooring, referred to above, had been budgeted for. 
Preparations for the introduction of work based pensions was continuing as planned. 
Ian was thanked once again for his hard work and time in looking after the Church 
finances. 

Pre-school: 
Janet reported that all is running well and places for September are nearly all taken.  Mini 
Mark’s, for 2 year olds, is full.  A child with special needs had recently joined. 
The interactive diary system is working very well; each parent / carer is updated on their 
individual child’s activity and involvement.   
Finances are also running well. 

Open House: 
A new leader – appointed via Luton Training and Mentoring – has taken over the running 
of the group. 
All is running well although numbers attending has fallen in recent weeks. 

Storybox: 
All is going very well and numbers are full.  There have been a number of new families  
attending who have subsequently come to church services which is excellent.  
Members recorded thanks to Jaana, Valerie and Janet Ibberson for their continued work 
in organising such a successful group. 

Chat and Play: 
All going very well, particularly busy on Thursdays. 

Junior Church / Messy Church: 
Since taking over the Junior Church group, Linda Turner had done an excellent job in 
continuing the work started by Jaana.  The children really looked forward to the sessions 
each Sunday.   
As Junior Church will stop during the summer holidays, it was suggested that a note 
be put in Partnership News. 
The children will be involved in the Family Service on 5 July. 
A number of the children attending Messy Church will be moving up to middle school in 



September but still want to come along.  Wendy will research how older children can be 
catered for through the Messy Church structure.  Jane suggested that the Circuit Youth 
worker may be able to give some help on this. 
The next Messy Church session will be on 15 July and the Bishop will attend as part of 
his mission week in the partnership.  Messy Church will also take part in the Gathering on 
the Green on 18 July.  The August session will be held on 18 th and the theme will be the 
Lost Sheep. 
It was agreed that Junior Church /  Messy Church would lead the Christingle Service on  
6 December. 

Pastoral Support:  
Wendy Waters advised members that contacts through Telecare and residential care 
are increasing and additional bereavement support was being given by the group to 
families following funerals.  
Jean Bank and Margaret Standley had attended a Diocesan pastoral care course. 
The importance of raising awareness with our congregations about dementia was 
highlighted.   
Once again the team were thanked for the important work they undertake throughout the 
partnership. 

Garden of Remembrance: 
There had been 19 interments so far this year with a further 7 planned.  There have also  
been 8 plot reservations.  Currently there are 4 plots remaining in Pine, 4 in Ash and 30 
in Oak. There had also been recent interest in columbaria and the kerb area. 
Jean was thanked for keeping the garden looking so well and members of the committee 
were thanked for the work that they do in ensuring the efficient running of the garden. 
It was planned to hold a tidying up day in October and an open day in the spring 2016. 
Finances were running very well. 

Woodland: 
The Woodland had been very busy during the March – May period.   
The open day on 16 May had been a great success and a number of reservations had 
been made. 
Improvements to the roadway had started. Work could be suspended if required for a 
funeral.   
Linda and Edward had visited the Arbory Trust site at Comberton and had looked at the 
lodge there.  The impression was that we compared very favourably and, in many  
respects, the Woodland offered a better alternative. Plans for a lodge at the Woodland  
are being looked at for the future. 
Linda and Edward were thanked for all their time spent on ensuring that it remains such a 
beautiful place and for the support given to all the families connected with the Woodland. 

Circuit: 
In addition to the items covered under Leadership, Wendy Evans-Wood advised 
members that a monthly Circuit prayer group had been started at Willington.  The next  
meeting will be on 18 July, everyone welcome.  

Deanery: 
Elstow were currently without a minister with local clergy standing in until a new 
appointment is made. 



Members from St Mary’s Gamlingay will be visiting St Mark’s to look at how the church 
centre operates. 

With no further business the meeting closed with the grace. 

Future meeting dates to be confirmed. 

   
  


