
 
 
Minutes of the meeting of St Mark’s Church Council 
14 October 2014 
 
The meeting opened with a reading from Colossians 1 
 
Apologies:  
John Day, Janet Day, Wendy Evans-Wood, Janet Ibberson, Marion Prior, Mary Stubbs   
 
Minutes:  
The minutes of the last meeting were accepted. 
 
Matters Arising: 
The date or Carols in the Car Park in confirmed as 20 December (not 13 December as minuted) 
 
Leadership: 
- It had been agreed to provide £250 initially to support Messy Church for this year. It was  
  anticipated that it would then become self-funding. 
- The church Constitution Document had been completed and forwarded to the Bedfordshire 
  Ecumenical Committee for review.  Once agreed it will be sent to the Diocesan Solicitor and  
  then on to the Charity Commission.  The names and addresses included are of the current 
  trustees. 
- The former Autism office had been redecorated and will be used by the nursery group of  
  Pre-School. 
- The upstairs office is also vacant and the Leadership Team are looking at options available to let 
  this area. 
- Preliminary discussion on Lent 2015 using Labyrinth, a process of meditation and pilgrimage. 
- A combined Partnership Pentecost service is also being looked into. 
- The recent Archdeacon’s inspection/ visitation had gone well and the report from Hanna Potter  
  was very positive. 
- A Partnership Council boat trip had been arranged and had been enjoyed by everyone involved. 
- All other areas covered under individual reports. 
 
Centre Management: 
- Decorating in the Wren / Biffa rooms and the stairway in the extension has been completed. Also, 
  the entrance porch has been built and the problems with the tiles in the foyer have been repaired. 
  The porch has made such a difference as we no longer have flooding in the foyer when it rains. 
- Repairs have been made to two windows in the large Hall. 
- The Prince’s Trust, have offered to do some decorating. We have asked them to 
  decorate the upstairs office, and they will start the work on 16 October. 
- Autism, who had outgrown the office space we could offer them, moved out in July.  The 
  downstairs room is now occupied by Pre-School, which is much better for them.  It also means we 
  have been able to move other groups back into the rooms they had before. These particular 
  groups are very happy. It also means I have some flexibility back when approached about one off 
  events. 
-  A new Pilates group has started since the last meeting.  
- Theatretrain has a new group for young children running alongside their current classes on 
  Saturday morning. In November they are starting a group which will meet after school on a 
  Wednesday & Thursday. 



- The taster session for indoor bowls had proved very popular, and we now have bookings for the 
  1st and 3rd Sunday afternoon in the month. Ray Seymour with Warwick Holden are leading this 
  group.  
- Wendy Ovenden will regretfully have to stop working in the office at Christmas and thanks were 
  recorded for all the volunteer work Wendy has done in the office.  
  Erica Coleman has offered to work in the office when Wendy finishes.  David Coleman has also 
  offered to do voluntary work within the church, mainly in the garden. 
- Wendy recorded her personal thanks to Milly and the team for all the additional work carried out 
  during the six weeks she was off work- particularly with the added disruption while the porch was 
  being built.  We are very fortunate to have such a committed group of people working in the church 
  office; we could not cope without them. 
- During the period when access to the building was changed a member of a group using the 
  premises had a fall on the steps at the back of the building. The light on the back path, which 
  operates on a censor, failed to work. Action was taken straight away in that we asked the Bedford 
  Boroughs Access Officer to visit and advise us on this particular area. As a result, we have now 
  installed an additional light which shines directly onto the steps. We will be arranging for a second 
  handrail to be fitted and the slabs on the steps will have a tactile surface.  A letter of apology was 
  sent to the lady concerned, and a bouquet of flowers from the church. 
- The tenancy agreement on the flat, initially made for a period of two years, expires on the  
  30th. October 2014. A question has been raised by the tenant regarding the charges for water and 
  electricity.  We are consulting with the Borough about this and a member of the Borough Staff  
  have requested a review meeting with both parties, which has been set for Tuesday 21st. October. 
 
Finance: 
- Ian circulated the 2014/15 budget details along with the first month’s income and expense results. 
- The porch development had been completed on time and has been paid for (£13 341). 
- Training for the workplace pensions had been completed and further “e” learning on line was 
  under way. 
- The Leadership Team had approved a 3% increase in staff salaries, to ensure we were in line with 
  the living wage standard. 
- Two new members of staff have been recruited by Pre School. 
- Ian had attended a meeting, with other church treasurers, to discuss the future Diocesan Budget  
  share for St Mark’s and Putnoe Heights. 
- In line with the work being undertaken to ensure the church’s charitable status, it will also be 
  necessary to change the way in which all sections of the church accounts are presented.  This 
  may include changing the financial year end. 
- The year end accounts will be going forward for auditing shortly. 
- The cost of decoration of the Wren / Biffa Rooms was £718. 
- The 6 months tax claim for Gift Aid is to be submitted during the next month. 
- Ian was thanked for the continued hard work and time in looking after the Church finances.  
 
Pre-School:  
- The Ofsted review went well and a further visit and re-assessment is expected in the next few 
  weeks. Church Council members are responsible for ensuring that all the obligations set out by 
  Ofsted are met.  It is anticipated that any new intake of children will start from January. 
-  All is going well and the new members of staff are settling in.  Helen and the team were thanked 
  for the excellent work they do.   
 
 



 
Open House: 
- All is running very well. 
- It had been agreed that flowers and thanks from all at St Mark’s would be sent to Cheryl Green at  
  Christmas. 
 
Storybox:  
- All running well and Jaana has been able to return.   
- Thanks were recorded to Valerie Capon for her ongoing help with the group and for the cover  
  given while Jaana was off. 
 
Chat and Play:  
- All also running well with increasing numbers.  Janine, who has an NVQ in social care for adults, is 
  keen to gain similar qualifications with young children. 
 Jean Bank and Avril Williams continue to support Janine on behalf of the Church Council.  
 
Junior Church/Messy Church: 
- Jaana has advised that she is no longer able to organise Junior Church.  Temporary cover will be 
  shared between Jean Bank, Linda Parry and Janet Day through to 9 November.   
- Messy Church continues is running very well.  45 children and 25 adults attended to first session 
  after the summer break.   
- Fluctuations and an increase in numbers have caused problems for catering, and it has been 
  decided to email parents to gain an indication of the likely attendance go forward.   
- Checks will be made to ensure the cooker is operating well following comments that the doors are 
  difficult to open. 
 
Pastoral Support: 
- After originally forming the team and following many year as co-ordinator, Mary Stubbs has 
  decided to stand down by the end of the year.  The team perform such a valuable role on behalf of 
  the Partnership and Mary’s involvement has been very important in the work which is done. 
- The Commemoration Service will be held on 2nd November and the speaker will be  
  Nicola McIntosh.  
    
Garden of Remembrance:  
- At a recent meeting of all involved with the Garden it was agreed to get quotes to trim a number of 
  the trees and shrubs which were too high for the regular volunteers. Apex had submitted a 
  competitive quote for the work.   
- Additionally, a working group is planned for 19 October, all help welcome. 
- New memorial kerbs will be installed over the next few weeks. 
- New flower vases have recently been purchased which will help greatly with the display of flowers 
  within the Garden.    
 
Woodland: 
- After a very wet start to the year, which held up the work on the new glades, Will Saunders had 
  worked very hard to get the grass sown and ready for Celebrate 100 on August a Bank Holiday 
  Monday. 
- Celebrate 100 was a success in spite of the rain. We served over 350 people for afternoon tea. 
- Clients are still 'finding' us and we remain busy. By Friday 17th October 234 plots will have been 
   taken and over 300 reservations. 
- Six new glades have been named. Dove, Lark, Owl, Chaffinch, Nightingale and Bullfinch. Dove is 



  being well used. Chaffinch, near the car park, has two plots reserved. 
- We continue to work with Tom O'Brien who is an excellent grave digger. 
- Peter Aspinall continues to provide us with quality memorial monuments, although he has had 
  some illness this summer. 
- Thank you to all who help with the upkeep of the Woodland and those who attend the funerals 
  when needed. 
 
Missions: 
- Sam advised that this year’s Partnership Autumn Mission appeal for the Emmaus Village at  
  Carlton had been very well received. Details are available at both churches.  
 
Circuit: 
- At the September Circuit Meeting Andrew Hollins was duly re-invited as Superintendent Minister 
  for a further five years, thanks to all involved. 
- Thanks were given for the input from church’s to the Circuit review.  Richard Armiger, The District 
  Learning and Development Officer, will be analysing the results along with members of the Circuit 
  Leadership team and others.  Jane is to review and report on the Partnership responses and any 
  potential strategy for development – including communication with local preachers. 
- From the proceeds of the sale of Moggerhanger Church, Andrew Hollins, with the support of the 
  Circuit meeting, will be offering one off gifts of up to £250 to churches within the Circuit, to support 
  local mission projects.  It was felt that we should make an application.      
- On the pastoral side, churches were asked to pray for all the Circuit staff and the duties they 
  undertake. 
- Ken Howlett, President of the Methodist Conference, will be leading worship at Biggleswade on  
  19th October. Anne Brown, Chair of the District will be leading worship at St Mark’s and Putnoe 
  Heights  on 30th November.  
- Prisons Week 16th – 22nd November, details to be included in Partnership News. 
- An Advent Course is to be run at Anjulita Court. 
 
Deanery: 
- The next meeting is to be held on 6th November. 
 
Date of the next Church Council meeting: 10th February 2015 
 
With no further business the meeting closed with The Grace.           
    


