
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Council Meeting 21 November 2016 

 

Members were shown a recently made video of all the activities and areas of worship taking place at  

St Mark’s. This is to be shown at the next Deanery Meeting.  

 

The meeting began with compline. 

Apologies:  
Elizabeth Bean, John Day, Ian Farthing, Laura Farthing, Avril Williams  
 
Minutes of the previous meeting: Minutes of 27 September 2016 were agreed with no matters arising. 

Church Leadership Team Report:  

Details were given from the Leadership Team meeting, held on 15 November (minutes available at 

thisischurch.com).  The 2016/17 budget is in line with forecast, copy attached.   

The transfer of funds to the new CAF accounts had been completed.  The existing NatWest account would 

remain open to enable continuity of receipts from anyone not aware of the new account details.  

Charlie circulated for approval, a sample St Mark’s logo (St Mark the Evangelist), to be used on 

publications, the notice boards and on a new flag.  Proposed by Margaret Appleton and seconded by Janet 

day, carried unanimously.  

A news sheet will again be produced for circulation throughout the parish at Christmas.  

Centre Management: Written report was circulated and is attached. The roof repair project is now under 

way and will be completed as funding becomes available.  All profits from the Craft Fayre on 19 November 

will go towards the project, with further grant applications being made.  

This year’s Christmas tree will be delivered on 25 November. 

Wendy thanked all the volunteers for their hard work in ensuring that the Church runs efficiently. 

Finance Report and Gift Aid: 

A copy of the year to date budget is attached. 

With the change in format of the church accounts as a registered charity, the Churchyard account now has 

a reserve account.   

The Inland Revenue have accepted our chartable status. The Church’s formal registration as a charity also 

enables us to seek grant support. 

The timeline set for St Mark’s to meet the workplace pension regulations has been completed on time and 

is working well. 

The latest Gift Aid claim has been received, and covers 5 months to 31 August 2016.  This will bring future 

claims into line with the church financial year.  

Following an initial review of the Parish Giving Scheme from the Diocese, it was felt that we currently have 

a high number of members of the congregation making their offerings through planned giving.  With the 

changes already made to our new bank account, it could create complications to make further changes at 

this time. 

Thanks were given to Ian for all the hard work involved in making these changes and for the continued time 

spent in ensuring that the finances were managed correctly.  
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Pre-School: 

Helen gave a detailed update. There are currently 54 children attending Preschool, which is low compared 

to previous years and a small number are full time. The introduction of two year olds has helped to stabilise 

numbers. Six children start at 7.30am.  A leaflet drop had been made to the Woodland area. Eight new 

children are now booked to start from January.  

A leaflet explaining the new government free 30 hrs per week childcare arrangements has been made 

available.  The scheme will be available nationally in 2017 to working parents of 3 to 4 year olds. Care 

outside of normal hours will have to be paid for by parents/carers. 

Hot meals are now being provided to the children, supplied by Caterkids of Elstow. 

An Ofsted inspection is awaited.  Grant applications are to be made to replace the surface in the children’s 

play area. 

Updated policy documents are to be implemented in the coming weeks. 

All staff are safeguarding trained.  Two members of staff are currently involved in qualifying at level 4 under 

the Dept. for Education EYFS training and one on level 2. 

On behalf of all trustees, Janet Day thanked Helen and all the Pre-school team for the professional work 

they do on behalf of St Mark’s.  

Open House: 

All going very well.  Luton Mentoring continue to provide staff cover for the group and numbers remain high. 

Over £800 had been raised by members of the group for Children in Need, which had been a fantastic 

effort. 

Story Box: 

Numbers have fallen since the last meeting, possibly due to some children starting school . Additional 

volunteers needed to prepare the lunches. 

Chat and Play: 

All running very well.  Thursday sessions are very busy and numbers remain high. 

It was important to obtain email addresses where ever possible in order to maintain contact with parents 

and carers about Church activities, for example Pre-School. 

Junior Church: 

All is running very well and numbers have grown.  The children are bringing their work into Church as part 

of the service. Thanks were recorded to Linda Turner for organising the group so well. 

Messy Church: 

Numbers have been smaller since September, but this has made the sessions more manageable.  All is 

going very well - more volunteers are welcome.  A number of the children now regularly attend Sunday 

worship and Junior Church. Sue Brown and Jean Bank were thanked for all their hard work since the start 

of Messy Church. They will both be leaving at the end of the year. 

Pastoral Support: 

The Commemoration Service  had been very well supported, 96 people attended.  Bill Davis gave the 

address.  

The work of the group, including Telecare, will continue as a joint activity between ourselves and Putnoe 

Heights. This very valuable service reaches over 40 people in our community. 

Garden of Remembrance: 

All is running well.  The committee has had early discussions on the area of the garden at the front of the 

Church.  Plans for an arbour and seat, and a new fountain / water feature are being looked at.  

Woodland: 

There are now a total of 354 burials/interment of ashes documented in the burial register.  In the next week 

we have 1 more burial and 1 more interment of ashes. 

Some of the reservations from previous years have now been taken, so the actual number is now 297 

Burial plots reserved and 116 Ashes plots reserved.  We have approximately 150 burial plots available. 

Olney is now closed, so we may expect more clients being directed to us. 



From the very successful open day, we had 12 burial plots reserved and 3 ashes plots.There was a good 

response from visitors re the Lodge and we have already had a donation of £100. Perhaps this needs to be 

on the website to jog their memories. Even send a form to Friends of St Albans Woodland with the 

Christmas card? 

EP CR JW & CI visit to Arbory Trust Wednesday 23 Nov. 

There is a need to open more glades so EP has met with Will Saunders and the new glades will be started 

very soon.  Linda and Edward were thanked for the work and involvement they have in running all aspects 

of the Woodland. 

Mission: 

Sam updated members on this year’s mission appeal to support the Lee Abbey project.  Over £2000 has 

been donated to date, which is excellent. Donations can be made for the next couple of weeks. 

Further details of the 5 year Deanery Mission Action Plan (MAP) were given, and how the details received 

from PCC’s would be presented to the Diocesan Mission and Pastoral Committee. It was clear that change 

was essential.  PCC’s are encouraged to share best practices and highlight what is working for them. 

Members had been sent details prior to the meeting.  Input and feedback on the key areas of the 

questionnaire should be returned to Sam by the end of November. A consolidated response from the 

Deanery is to be approved by the end of March next year.  

Deanery Synod: 

The next meeting will be at St Mark’s on 24 November when the St Mark’s video will be shown.  This will be 

part of sharing our Church activities with other PCC’s – reference comments above. 

Date of next meeting(s): 

20 February 2017 Annual Congregational Meeting 23 April 2017 

 

The meeting closed with The Grace. 

 

  



Centre Manager’s report – Church Council 21st November 2016 

 

Building. 

Please may we minute our thanks to Mike Ovenden, Jim & Mike Cooper who have just painted the 

church. 

Work on repairing the roof has now started.  First stage has been completed, further work will 

begin shortly. 

We had a problem with the fire exit signs in the large hall which were not working. 

These have now been replaced with LED signs. 

As reported before several of the double glazed windows around the building have blown.  Quotes 

have been obtained and the cost to replace the windows will be £1,800, and Charlie is currently 

engaged in obtaining grants. 

Bookings: 

Since our last meeting we have had the following new groups start:- 

U3A Meditation – Weekly 

Sugarcraft Signets – Monthly (Starting in January) 

Yoga – Weekly (Starting in January) 

 

Office /Volunteers  

There have been no changes regarding the office volunteers since the last meeting.  The Office is 

a very busy place, and we would not be able to offer the service without the committed support of 

the volunteers. 

 

Centre Manager 

Wendy  

 

 

 

  

 

   

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

 


