
St Mark’s Church 
Annual Church Meeting 

22 April 2012 
 

 
 The meeting opened with prayers. 

 
 35 Church members attended the meeting. 

 
 The minutes of the meeting held on 10.04.11 were accepted.  
 
 The treasurer reported that the year end accounts to 31 August 2011 had been approved by 

the Church auditor Andrew Upton, and Ian recorded his thanks to Andrew.  
Since the start of the current financial year, income from lettings had fallen by £15,000 due to 
Council cut backs on the funding for Clubhouse and also by Bedfordshire Police who had 
removed the police post. Brickhill Parish Council had also moved to Brickhill Community 
Centre. There had been some new lettings have come and Autism Bedfordshire has 
increased its use of the office areas.  Ian thanked church members for their generous giving.  
We are on budget for the current financial year, but these changes highlight that lettings and 
Sunday Offerings are our only means of meeting our Diocesan and Circuit commitments.  
Charlie thanked Ian for his continued diligence and hard work in managing the Church’s 
accounts and also the rest of the financial team Jim Williams for his work with Covenanted 
Giving and John Day for managing the finances of the Garden of Remembrance.    

 
 All members of the Leadership Team continue in office.  Charlie thanked the Leadership 

Team for their hard work and support in ensuring the continued smooth running of our 
Church.  
 

 Church representatives to the Deanery Synod and Circuit will continue to be Margaret 
Appleton and Linda Parry respectively. 

 
 The following people were elected as members for the Church Council: 

Wendy Waters, John Day, Janet Day, Mary Stubbs, Jim Williams, Avril Williams, Mike Elliott, 
Audrey Elliott, Jean Bank, Wendy Rider, Marion Prior, Linda Parry, Mick Ovenden, Delia 
Shephard, Janet Ibberson, George Burton, Vince Holloway.  

 
 Work is continuing on the major changes being made to the structure of the Church Council.  

We will become a registered charity with trustees, but this will include  
St Mark’s also being registered as a limited company.  The changes will give legal protection 
to Church Council members whilst ensuring we meet the legal requirement of being a 
registered charity. More details will be given as they are confirmed by the Diocesan Solicitor 
Mr Lee Coley. 

 
 All details in the Terrier and current policies were correct and accepted by the meeting. 

 
 The meeting was given details of the current membership lists for St Mark’s and Putnoe 

Heights, which are as follows: 
St Mark’s  14 Methodist, 74 Anglican, 6 Joint, 12 Others 
Putnoe Heights 59 Methodist, 66 Anglican, 4 Joint, 13 Others 
The electoral (Anglican) roll stands at 157  comprised of 74+66+5(half of joints)+12(half of 
others) 

 
 Laura Farthing gave a detailed report on Church activities over the past year, and restated 

the importance of the strong part played by all the volunteers and committee members of St 
Mark’s in supporting the running of our Church.  Particular thanks were recorded to Charlie, 
Sam and Jane for their dedicated ministry both at St Mark’s and in the wider community.  A 
copy of the full report is included in the Church minutes file. 
 

 The meeting closed with the Grace. 


