
FIREPLACE SAFETY AND PRECAUTIONS 
Many residents choose to use their fireplaces during the winter months to 
both supplement their furnaces and create a nice atmosphere in their 
homes.  It is important to know how to use your fireplace properly  to avoid 
fire hazards and personal injury. 
 
The following information is important to know before using your fire-
place.  Remember, as a resident, you are responsible for any accidents or 
property damage that happen from incorrect use of your fireplace. 
 
If you have questions about how to operate your fireplace, or would like 
one of the Meadowbrook Maintenance staff to come to your apartment to show you proper fireplace 
use, please call the Meadowbrook Office during normal business hours (785-842-4200) or email us at 
info@meadowbrookapartments.net. 

BEFORE USING YOUR FIREPLACE: 
• Call Meadowbrook Maintenance if you are unsure if your fireplace has been recently  inspected and 

cleaned.  If it has not been recently cleaned, we will have it cleaned and inspected for you. 
• Know how to properly open and close the damper in your chimney. 
• Make sure your smoke detector is functioning properly and you can easily access your fire extin-

guisher if necessary. 
• Make sure the area around your fireplace is clear of furniture, books, newspapers and other personal 

items that could be flammable. 
• Make sure children know proper fire safety and that pets are kept away from the fireplace. 
 
TO USE YOUR FIREPLACE: 
• Open the damper to allow noxious gases and smoke to escape. 
• Use only seasoned hardwood (oak, maple, etc) or a pre-fab 

(Duraflame) log to fuel your fire.   If using firewood, start the fire 
with a small roll of newspaper.  NEVER USE GASOLINE OR 
LIGHTER FLUID TO START A FIRE. 

• Place logs to the rear of the fireplace to avoid sparks and ashes on 
carpet, etc.  Also remember to close the fireplace screen during 
use. 

• Avoid starting large fires; small fires are easier to control and put 
out enough heat to feel through your apartment or townhome. 

• Use long matches or lighters to start a fire; use only proper fire-
place tools to tend to your fire. 

• Make sure you supervise any fires in your fireplace until they are 
completely out.  Remember, ashes can smolder for up to 2-3 days 
after a fire stops flaming. 

 
DISPOSAL OF ASHES, ETC: 
• After the fire is completely burned out , put ashes into a metal 

container with a small amount of hot water. (Remember, it can 
take days for ashes to cool enough to stop smoldering.)   

• Once ashes are completely cool, dispose of them in a proper trash 
receptacle.   

• If using wood logs in your fireplace, don’t store firewood on your 
patio or balcony—this can attract termites and cause damage to 
the siding.  Bring in only enough firewood for your immediate use. 

DO NOT: 
• Dispose of ashes in paper 

bags, boxes or other  
combustible materials. 

• Leave your fireplace  
unattended during use. 

• Store personal items near  
fireplace during use 

• Use gasoline, lighter fluid or 
other accelerants to start a fire. 

• Use hedge wood in fireplaces. 
• Store firewood on your patio 

and balcony.  This can attract 
termites and other insects and 
pests. 

• Use trash, plastic items,  
cardboard boxes or debris to 
fuel fires. 

• Burn Christmas trees in  
fireplace. 

• Poke Duraflame logs with a 
poker—they contain a wax 
that can stick to your fireplace 
tools and drip onto the carpet. 

• Close damper until ashes are 
done smoldering (up to 2 
days). 


