
 
St. Lawrence Church 

Parish Council Meeting Minutes 
September 28, 2017 

 
Members present: Fr. Joe DeCosta,  Yale Gordon, Melissa Ferrara, Donna 
Lebert, Lou Hosking, Bob Ferraro, Jack Schuster, Donna Shanoff, John 
Balchus, Bill Zeidler, John McManus, Diana Blair, Dan O’Sullivan 
 
Others: Al Karg, Terri Brasile, 
 
The meeting was opened at 7:03 pm with a welcome from Yale Gordon and 
a prayer by Father Joe.  Yale passed around an attendance sheet.  All present 
previously read and reviewed the minutes from the previous meeting sent via 
email. John Todzia and Carole Pleines have submitted their resignations 
from the council. Yale Gordon welcomed Terri Brasile as a potential council 
member.  Donna Lebert made a motion to accept the minutes as read and 
Bill Zeidler seconded. Minutes were unanimously approved.  
 
 
    
Ministry Committee Reports: 
    *Healing Ministry:  (see report).  A Blood Pressure Clinic will be held 
on October 28th and 29th  after  Masses.  The parish will not provide a flu 
clinic this year because there are other sites for residents to receive 
vaccinations in town.  Al Karg will post these in his column. Keith Lyke is 
offering flu vaccinations at the Killingworth Family Pharmacy. 	
 
 
    *Service and Plant:  Yale thanked the council for participation in the 
online vote for the boiler.  The contract has been approved and signed.  
Daniels Energy is the winning bidder.  Work should commence within 2 
weeks.   
 
*CCD…Diana Blair gave a verbal report. Currently there are 130 students 
registered.  Teachers are in place but helpers are still needed. 7 children are 
in Holy Communion program.  287 children are in our parish.  At least half 



of the CCD families do not attend Mass regularly.  The churches in the 
Diocese are all on different schedules for CCD classes and Sacraments 
which makes it difficult to work together sometimes.  Adoration time will be 
added to older classes.  One or two pizza, movie, popcorn nights will be 
brought back this year.  Diana has changed the 10 hours per year service 
requirement for 8th and 9th graders be parish hours and not community 
service.  Al Karg has been trying to meet with administration at Mercy High 
School to discuss if/how they encourage attendance at their home parish 
Masses.  Brian Mercier is coming to speak to the Confirmation class on 
October 4th.  
 
*TIA:  (See report attached) Jack Schuster thanked Melissa Ferrara for her 
years of service to the TIA as she is stepping down from TIA.  35 teens 
attended 1st TIA meeting in September.  26 teens already gave deposits for 
2018 CHWC in Groton,  MA.  The teens attending will be in 9th grade and 
up as it is an upper level camp.  Melissa reminded to ask college freshmen 
about attending CHWC.  TIA events and information are on the website.  
Pumpkin carving is the activity at next meeting.  Jack will hold elections for 
TIA officers and new parish council representatives will be named. 
 
Liturgy:  John Balchus reported that there are 5 new altar servers in 
training.  A month long Rosary devotion is starting in October.  Blessings of 
Confirmation classes in October. 
 
Finance:  Fr. Joe handed out a preliminary finance report of the 2018 
budget.  Changes are still forthcoming.  John Mc Manus noted one error he 
found with regard to total liabilities and equity.  Income still remains slightly 
above expenses.  The parish remained in the black at the end of the fiscal 
year.  The Bishop will receive the report.  The frequent second collections 
do affect the weekly offertory collections as a decrease is seen on these 
weeks.  The committee will present this to the parishioners at Masses the 
weekend of October 14-15.  Dan O’Sullivan joined late and confirmed that 
this projected report will be reviewed before presented as final.  Utility costs 
are down as the parish received a credit on oil.  Discussion ensued about the 
new boiler and the possibility of solar or propane in future.  Capitol reserve 
has been used for roof and boiler.  Parish has a separate reserve for a hall 
renovation that was collected through a monthly collection many years ago.  
The finance committee and Fr Joe recommend that it transfers into the 
general maintenance fund.  It was recommended by several council members 
to analyze what the hall would need to update it and do maintenance without 
a full renovation (ie. Floors, ceiling, paint, speakers, etc)   
 



*Website/Communications: Yale Gordon reported that it still needs work 
but it is vastly improved.  Current information is updated regularly.  He 
encouraged all council members to peruse the website.  Lou Hosking spoke 
to Bob Vissers about moving the button for the parish calendar to a more 
visible place but it has not been done yet.  She will remind Bob and Yale 
will as well.  She also recommends that parishioners be routinely reminded 
to go to the website for update information.  Fr Joe will add this to 
announcements at start and/or end of Mass. The bulletin is now added before 
the weekend Masses.  Videotaping of Mass is still being worked on. A cord 
needs to be purchased. 
 
Creative Ideas for a Vibrant Church and Evangelization  
       * ‘Fallen Away Catholics’:  Father Joe and Donna Lebert will work 
together to write cards and address envelopes.  Lou Hosking and Terri 
Brasile offered to help as well. 
    *Evangelization:  Yale Gordon reported that the speakers will be 
postponed. Fr Joe is investigating the Neo-Ecumenical Way. 
*Pillar Re-Alignment: Yale Gordon reported that it is completed.  He will 
bring it to the printer. 
*Evangelization Roundtable:  7-8 people have expressed interest. 
*Homily Questionnaire:  Many quality remarks.  Many agreed it was a 
worthwhile project.  It was recommended that questionnaires for all other 
ministries should be done in the future. 
 
Stewardship Committee: No report. 
 
Old Business:  
 
*Ministry Fair:  11 people attended.  General consensus was that it was 
poorly attended by parishioners but the effort was far from wasted.  The 
pillars leaders really enjoyed the opportunity to network.  The effort to 
recruit for the ministries needs to continue.  Weekly pillar presentation and 
sign up at Masses in Oct/Nov.  Ministry fair to be held again this time 
between Sunday Masses. 
*The call list has been relocated for the Eucharistic ministers.  
 
New Business:  
*Al Karg reported that the town of Killingworth is supporting the parish 
Walk Against Hunger this year.  (See flyer attached) The Killingworth Lions 
contributed all the parking proceeds from the 350th picnic the Houston 
hurricane victims and they gave $1,000 to Outreach to Haiti. 



*By Laws: Trustees, pillar leaders, and council members have voting rights.  
The by laws were updated around 6 years ago.  Yale Gordon is looking for 
volunteers to review the by-laws. 
*Donna Lebert motioned to accept Terri Brasile as a new parish council 
member.  The council approved. 
 
Suggestion Box:  
   No new suggestions in box 
   Diaper changing station: has been installed 
  
 
Next meeting will be Thursday November 9, 2017 from 7-8:30 pm. 
**NOTE date change due to Thanksgiving. 
 A motion was made by Yale Gordon to close the meeting.  It closed at 
8:32pm with a prayer led by Fr. Joe. 
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Melissa Ferrara 
Secretary 


