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Celebrating our 105th Year—1912-2017
Our Mission:

With respect, cooperation and joy,
through acts of love that build each other
up, we seek to share the light of Christ
as a Beacon on our corner in East Hamilton
Visit us @ www.laidlawchurch.ca:

Event posters will stream—keep up with what’s next!
and the site works on your phone—try it!

Join Us in Celebrating
The Birth of Jesus
The Reason for the Season!
Sunday Worship at 11 a.m.
Church School Classes
for Children and Youth
Nursery Room Available
Worship is followed by
Coffee, Tea, Cold Drinks, Cookies,
Conversation, games in the gym!
(or a Loaves and Fishes Lunch!)

Sunday, December 17, 11 a.m.
Christmas Pageant

Followed by Loaves and Fishes Lunch

Sunday, December 24, 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Communion
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NEW! Memorial Candles at Laidlaw: Lighting a

candle has, for millennia, been a way to express
memory and hope. Laidlaw Church is full of
memory. We remember our loved ones, people we
have shared a pew with, members and friends.
For many years, that need to express remembrance,
hope and love has taken the form of a memorial in
a Sunday bulletin. This past summer, there was
conversation that something more was needed.
Often, memory comes upon us on an anniversary, or
a birthday, or even as we walk into the church.
Lighting a candle in memory of a loved one is a
time honoured tradition. In November, when we
were thinking about the Christmas Poinsettia
Memorials, we observed that things have changed. We changed to silk poinsettias a
few years ago, in order to cope with being greener about heating the Sanctuary, and
that change prompted conversation about directing the generosity of the ‘poinsettia’
donations to purchase a memorial candle rack for Laidlaw.
The Memorial Rack was purchased and installed for the First Sunday of Advent. The
Christmas Memorial List of Names will continue as a tradition on Christmas Eve,
with donors and their loved ones listed in those bulletins, but also included will be
a candle to light in memory of their loved ones. On any Sunday, anyone is
welcome to make a donation ($2 is suggested, there is a slot for donations on the
Candle Rack), and light a candle in memory of a loved one. The glow of those
candles will remind us of the ‘Great Cloud of Witnesses’ that worship with us, and
help us find comfort, hope, and healing in Sacred Memories.
Steeple roof repairs are complete, and this
winter, we will look to repairing the gallery ceiling plaster, for which
we have donations of a bit more that $700.00 at present.
It is noted that more often than ever, people are using the main level
ramp, but are denied being able to join us downstairs. This needs to
change. We hope this winter to approach the Mission Council for a
grant to put in place building permits and engineered plans for the
access project, supported by the use of our own Accessible Entrance
Fund. This will prepare us to seek funds for construction in the spring.
We will need help, hope and prayers, but perhaps the time is getting near for the
Accessible Entrance at Laidlaw! The need to complete the project has come more
sharply into focus as we seek to meet the needs of the people we know and love,
and our community.

Access Project News:
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Thanks for your Support! Outreach at Laidlaw is going strong!
Candy Cane Bazaar by our United Church Women was wonderful, though we
missed the presence of Nancy Scacchi, who was called away to her brother’s
funeral, and Eleanor Hopkins, who was in hospital. (Sadly, Eleanor died
November 25, and we miss her). The United Church Women rallied to
honour their tradition of cooperation and joy in working together, and made
their Bazaar a complete success.
Santa’s Breakfast enjoyed another record crowd this year, with over fifty children,
and breakfast fed to 120 people. There was a great breakfast, a Christmas
Craft, and Kevin Holmes made sure there was a picture with Santa. It was a
wonderful day for families to enjoy the beginning of the Christmas season.
Plans next year are to move to ‘lunch with Santa’… we’ll keep you posted!
Laidlaw’s Fourth Annual Tinsel Town welcomed 30 tables of Christmas
handcrafts and merchandise for sale, just in time for Christmas. We could
have had more vendors, if we had more room! With successful ‘Community
Marketplaces’ in August and October, we will have more Table Sales in
2018—call the church office if you’d like a table, and call early!
Bingo, Penny Sales, Movie Nights continue to be well attended, and chili and
chowder at those events has been well received, along with a new popcorn
maker, so that Drew can keep up with orders. Laidlaw events are always
Family Friendly and budget friendly—join us!
Pass the Hat Concerts continue to grow and evolve, as we learn more
about what draws a crowd to hear music. We have welcomed ten
events at Laidlaw in 2017—All were well received, and expressions
of generosity have been gratifying. We will explore some offers of
sponsorship in 2018, and continue to seek partnerships that work. We
have been pleased to partner with Hammer Entertainment, and they will be
presenting their Review Show at Laidlaw this spring. We are happy to see more
and more people finding community and enjoyment at Laidlaw. Check out the
latest events at www.laidlawchurch.ca, on your phone, tablet or computer!
Join us—Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday... Church Office Hours are held on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday mornings. A small group of volunteers are welcomed
Tuesday, taking on various tasks, administrative and practical, and often there is a good
session together at coffee break. On Wednesday, there is a ‘Wednesday Gathering’,
the ‘Craft Circle’ has broadened, some people come for crafting, others for conversation
or other projects, and toddlers are always welcome in the gym and play room. The
Thursday Office Crew folds bulletins and prepares the sanctuary for worship, and
often there is a set up crew for a fundraising event. The Youth Band has begun to
rehearse at 7:00 to 7:30 p.m. before Choir Rehearsal at 7:30 p.m. Young people are
learning the children's songs, and presenting them on Sundays! Everyone is welcome!
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Wednesday Morning Gathering

Wednesdays from 9:30 a.m. till 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday Group Lunch Out on December 20, 2017
Starts again Wednesday, January 3, 2018

Everyone is welcome—Join us—lot’s of projects and activities to do!
Craft Circle Days, the GYM is open for Moms and Tots to come and play!

Thursday Morning Office Crew

Thursdays from 9:00 a.m. till 11:30 a.m.

Everyone is welcome—Join us—help get the church ready for Sunday!
Coffee, Cookies, and Bulletins folded! Join us!

Youth Band Practice

Thursdays from 7:00 till 7:30 p.m.

Join us and learn to sing along and play along with the Youth Hymns!

Choir Practice

Thursdays from 7:30 till 8:30 p.m.
No Youth/Choir practice December 28, 2017; Choir resumes on January 4, 2018
Everyone is welcome—Join us—All ages and abilities are welcome!

United Church Women Presbyterial Joy Day

Saturday, December 9, 2017 at the Waterfront Centre

The Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 10, 2017, 11 a.m.

Benevolent Bell Tree Donations will be gathered
The Benevolent Fund is evolving to help in new ways!

LAIDLAW UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

Turkey and Dressing Lunch Meeting, December 11, 2017 at Noon
Turkey, Dressing, all the Fixings, free will offering for Lunch
UCW Meeting and Christmas Picture follow lunch!

MOVIE NIGHT AT LAIDLAW — Spiderman Homecoming

Friday, December 15, 2017, doors open at 6;00 p.m., movie starts at 7:00 p.m.
We will play with the Wii until Movie Time! Admission to the Movie is FREE!
An all ages night of fun—Join Us! Pizza, Popcorn and Hot Dogs will be for sale!

Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal
Saturday, December 16, 2017 at 11 a.m.

All Participants in the pageant should come to rehearse!
Pizza for Lunch will follow! Join us!

The Third Sunday of Advent—Christmas Pageant
Sunday, December 17, 2017 at 11 a.m.

Come and See our Youth and Children Shine for Christmas!
The Children will present: “Wait a Minute!”

Loaves and Fishes Lunch will follow the Service!
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The Fourth Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 24, 2017, 11 a.m.

Join us as we celebrate the Sunday of Love!
Then join us for

Christmas Eve Sunday Lunch at Laidlaw
Sunday December 24, 2017 at noon

Let’s have a love feast together! (after morning worship at 11 a.m.)
Tickets are $10.00 for adults, $5.00 for children 6 to 12 years, under 6 free!
See Colleen McNally for Tickets…advance tickets preferred!

Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion
Sunday, December 24, 2017 at 7 p.m.

Join us, and invite your friends for a family friendly service
of traditional Candlelight, Carols and Communion!

Church Office Christmas Break!

Monday, December 25,2017 until Tuesday, January 2, 2018!

For Pastoral Care, please call Rev. Doug at his residence, 905 547 2021!

Pass the Hat Concert—Alfie Smith and Nicole Christian

Bluegrass on New Year’s Eve Eve

At Laidlaw Church, December 30, 2017, 6-8 p.m.

Join us for award winning bluegrass music, admission is free,
we will pass the hat!

WORSHIP WITH US NEW YEAR’S EVE!
Sunday, December 31, 2017, 11 a.m.

Join us as we celebrate the New Year together!
This is the Last day for Offerings in 2017!
Coffee Hour will follow!

Epiphany Sunday—the ‘Other’ Christmas
Sunday, January 7, 2018, 11 a.m.

The Magi have arrived—The ‘real’ Christmas in the Orthodox Church!
Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

LAIDLAW UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

Chowders and Bread, January 8, 2018 at Noon

Free will offering for Lunch, UCW Meeting will follow lunch!

Bingo at Laidlaw!

Saturday, January 13, 2018, doors open at noon, Bingo at 1 p.m.
Bingo is a family friendly experience—all are welcome!
(children must be accompanied by a person 18 years or older)

The Baptism of Jesus Communion
Sunday, January 14, 2018, 11 a.m.

Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

Reports for the Annual Meeting are Due!

Sunday, January 14, 2018 (or sooner, if you can!)
All Committee Chairs and Church Groups should submit a report!
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MOVIE NIGHT AT LAIDLAW—Despicable ME 3
Friday, January 19, 2018, doors open at 6 p.m.,
movie starts at 7:00 p.m.
We will play with the Wii until Movie Time!
Admission to the Movie is FREE!
An all ages night of fun—Join Us!
Pizza, Popcorn and Hot Dogs will be for sale!

The Third Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 21, 2018 11 a.m.

Loaves and Fishes Lunch will follow the Service!
Lunch donation: $3.50 per person!

The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, January 28, 2018 11 a.m.

Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

Bingo at Laidlaw!

Saturday, February 3, 2018,
doors open at noon, Bingo at 1 p.m.

Bingo is a family friendly experience—all are welcome!

The Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
Sunday, February 4, 2018 11 a.m.

Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

No Choir—Hammer Entertainment, with Steve McRae
The Last Ten Years

present

An Original Musical Review Journey

Thursday, February 8, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.

This Show runs at Laidlaw Church February 8-11!!
Speak to Rev. Doug for Tickets!

Worship on Transfiguration Sunday
Sunday, February 11, 2018 11 a.m.

Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

LAIDLAW UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

Chowders and Bread, February 12, 2018 at Noon

Free will offering for Lunch, UCW Meeting will follow lunch!

Soup and Bread Supper, Ash Wednesday Communion
Wednesday, February 14,2018
Supper served from 5:30 till 6:00 p.m.

Ash Wednesday Service follows at 7 p.m.

MOVIE NIGHT AT LAIDLAW—T.B.A!

Friday, February 16, 2018, doors open at 6 p.m., movie starts at 7:00 p.m.
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Admission to the Movie is FREE! Pizza, Popcorn and Hot Dogs will be for sale!

The First Sunday in Lent Communion
Sunday, February 18, 2018 11 a.m.

Lunch and Annual Meeting will follow the service!

Annual Congregational Meeting

Sunday, February 18, 2018 following Worship and Lunch!
Lunch is free on Annual Meeting Sunday! Everyone is welcome!

PENNY SALE, BAKE SALE, 50/50 DRAW, RAFFLE and LUNCH
Saturday, February 24, 2018, Doors open at Noon, draws at 2 p.m.
Bring and friend and join in the fun and food! Meat Pies will be for sale!
Donations of Penny Sale ($10) Raffle ($20 and up) Prizes and Baking are welcomed!

The Second Sunday in Lent

Sunday, February 25, 2018 11 a.m.

Coffee Hour, conversation and games in the Gym will follow!

Community Marketplace at Laidlaw Church
Saturday, March 3, 2018, 10 a.m. till 2 p.m.
Free Admission—Free Parking
Refreshments and Lunch Available!

Local Arts, Crafts, Makers and Vendors—Support your local Artisans!
Vendors: Call the Church Office to Book a Table! 905 544 6536
Additional Marketplaces are booked for June 2 and September 15, 2018


Bingo in 2018 at Laidlaw!

Saturdays, February 3, March 17, April 14, May 12, June 16
doors open at noon, Bingo starts at 1 p.m.

Penny Sale, Bake Sale, 50/50 Draw, Raffle and Lunch
Saturday, February 24, 2018, 12-3, draws at 2
Saturday, May 26, 2018, 12-3, draws at 2

PLEASE USE THE ENVELOPE INCLUDED WITH YOUR NEWSLETTER TO HELP US KEEP THE BEACON
SHINING! Every gift helps! YOUR CHRISTMAS OFFERINGS MAKE A BIG DIFFERENCE—they
determine, in large part, if we are able to balance our budget in 2017—THANK YOU!
At Laidlaw, we never ask for it if we don’t need it, and we’re careful with every gift we are given.
You are encouraged to speak to your lawyer or estate planner about leaving an estate gift to
Laidlaw Church. We are adjusting to the payments on the new air conditioning system, at
$333.35 a month, for 56 more months. Solar income is covering the roof mortgage.
After Balancing our Budget in 2015 and 2016, doing so in 2017 will help our application for
Trillium Fund for the Access Project. Please consider going on PAR. This allows you to
designate a monthly gift to Laidlaw drawn from your bank account like other ‘automatic’
payments. Call Don Wood (905 560 6183)

Please share your copy of your Newsletter—invite others to participate and attend
Services and events! If you would like additional copies of the Newsletter to share, or
need to correct an address, call the church office at 905 544 6536!
Thank you for your generosity, every contribution is an act of love and joy!
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F

ourteen Christmases at Laidlaw.

It dawned on me at
Council Meeting that I have been given the great privilege of staying
put at Laidlaw. In a world that changes entirely too quickly, with so
many churches struggling and closing; staying put and ‘lovin’ it at
Laidlaw’ for fourteen years is no small grace, and a reason for gratitude.
My gratitude was prompted as we were talking about plans to install a
memorial candle rack in our Sanctuary. There were talks about having
a way to remember a loved one when you came to church, on all those
summer Sundays when there’s no ‘special’ bulletin to place a memorial
in, or, perhaps, you just didn’t think about it until you stepped into
the church. The Easter and Christmas memorial lists in the bulletin are good, but there is a
felt desire for something more.
So, the new memorial candles were in place for the First Sunday in Advent. The poinsettia
memorial donations will help pay for it, with a boost from our UCW. On any Sunday from
now on, anyone can put $2 in the candle rack, and light a candle to remember a loved one.
It is, after all, Laidlaw Memorial United Church. There should be a way for us to honour and
remember that love has sustained us, and will sustain us, as we gather for worship each
week. After fourteen years, when I look out at the pews, and I remember so many people
who have shared the light of Christ with us here at Laidlaw, and their light shines still. This
year, it will be five years since my Shirley was not able to join us for Christmas anymore, at
least not for the turkey. Our church is full of love and memory. The candles are a way to let
that memory live, even as we welcome the changes that transform our church and our
world for the better.

The joy of this season is that we keep alive our memories of Christmas past, and celebrate
Christmas present, with hope for bright Christmases to come. We might have tried
keeping everything as it was, but that would be a fool’s game. Instead, we have allowed
our church to continually transform, reaching for the grace that can only come to us in the
future, even as we remember with gratitude every step that has brought us to this present
grace and peace.
Christmas itself is a bit of a memorial. Jesus wasn’t born in 2017, but at least that many
years ago, give or take a few years. Yet it is still a joy to remember the manger, and the
angels, and young parents trying to understand the gift of a child born to them, and for us
all. We know that Jesus’ death and resurrection are also coming, yet we still celebrate,
knowing that each life needs to be lived, and that suffering is a passage through time that
leads us deeper into love, grace, peace, purpose and progress. There is much to ponder.
So, this year, we will light the Advent Candles; and we will light a candle remembering a
friend, a loved one, a dear one, near to us, or far from us, and trust God that good things
will continue to unfold, especially in a world where loss and sorrow call us to keep and
share sacred memory that heals; even as love endures, and hope remains.
God is always with us—loving us always, forever, and each day we live. Thanks be to God.
Merry Christmas, and a Bright New Year, filled with labours of love!

Rev. Doug Moore, Lovin’ it at Laidlaw, àï äòéùåä
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