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RURAL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
L O A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y

USDA Rural Development has partnered with the East Texas Regional Development 
Company (ETRDC) to offer its Intermediary Relending Program. This program provides 

low-interest loans to businesses and community development projects in rural communities.

Who May Apply? 

What is the maximum loan available?

Loan recipients may be individuals, public or private 

organizations, or other legal entities given that:  

$150,000 

75% of the total cost of the recipient's project for 

which the loan is being made, whichever is less. 

Majority ownership is held by US citizens or 

permanent residents. 

The applicant owes no delinquent debt to the 

Federal Government. 

The applicant is unable to obtain affordable 

commercial financing for the project elsewhere.

Are located in an eligible rural area.

The applicant has no legal or financial interest 

with the lending partner, ETRDC.

Rural areas outside a city or town with a 

population of less than 50,000 

Urbanized areas near a city of 50,000+ may not 

be eligible

The borrower's headquarters may be based 

within a larger city so long as the project service 

area is located in an eligible rural area

What is an eligible area?

How may funds be used?
The acquisition, construction, conversion, 

enlargement or repair of a business or business 

facility, particularly when jobs will be created or 

retained

The purchase or development of land 

(easements, rights of way, buildings, facilities, 

leases, materials) 

The purchase of equipment, leasehold 

improvements, machinery, or supplies

Start-up costs and working capital

Pollution control and abatement

Transportation services

Feasibility studies and some fees

Hotels, motels, convention centers

Education institutions

Aquaculture-based rural small business

Why do USDA Rural Development and
the ETRDC do this?
The purpose of the program is to alleviate poverty

and increase economic activity and employment in 

rural communities. Under the program, loans are 

provided to local organizations for the establishment 

of revolving loan funds. These revolving loan funds 

are used to help finance business and economic 

development activity to create or retain jobs in 

disadvantaged and remote communities.  


