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- Save the Date -
Saturday, February 20, 2016

Westmark Fairbanks Gold Room
Doors Open 6pm - Dinner served 7pm 

Auction begins 8pm
$65 per person in advance / $85 at the door

Corporate tables available for $1000

A Special Thank You to:
Co-chairs 

  Aaron Pletnikoff, Denali State Bank  
  and Sara Smith, Yukon Title   

M.C. 
  Jim Matherly, Matherly D.J. Services

Featured Artist 
  Sara Tabbert

Auctioneer
  Joseph Campbell, Fairbanks Auction 

  Company

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!   
Don’t miss a chance to promote your company 

through this great community event!

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS!
There are many volunteer jobs available.   

Come join the fun!
AUCTION ITEMS NEEDED!

FCA welcomes your tax deductible donations for 
‘A Taste of Art’

 no later than February 5th 2016 
Please contact us at 456-4729, Monday  

through Friday 9:00-12:00 & 1:00-5:00 Or you can 
email us at fca@fcaalaska.org  

to arrange pickup of your donation
Cash Donations to Fairbanks Counseling  

& Adoption can be made online  
at www.fcaalaska.org/donate
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Starry Night

NOTICE TO OUR READERS!
 This will be our last printed newsletter. To 

continue receiving FCA Newsletters and Special 
Events Notices, please send your name and email 

address to fca@fcaalaska.org  
Type “newsletter” in the subject line.

Fairbanks Counseling & Adoption
912 Barnette Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Telephone: 907-456-4729 | Fax: 907-456-4623 
www.fcaalaska.org | Email: fca@fcaalaska.org

Member Agency

Mt. McKinley Bank ‘A Taste of Art’

Follow FCA 
on facebook



FCA’s Board of Directors is 
happy to announce that David 
Monroe has joined the agency 

as executive director. David 
comes very well qualified with 

previous experience as an  
executive director for a Fair-
banks non-profit.  David has 
hit the ground running and 

provided leadership and prob-
lem solving ability during chal-

lenging times. We are glad 
to have David on the team!
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Transitions: Two Goodbyes and Two Hellos 

Lisa Carr’s coworkers and clients are wishing her well, as she 
transitions to a position at the Office of Children’s Services. Her 
dedication and caring spirit have enhanced FCA’s adoption and 
pregnancy services for the past twenty-four years. Lisa’s clients can 
attest to her passion for the work and her gift for relating to people 
of all ages. We won’t say goodbye, but rather “Aloha”, which in the 
Hawaiian language means both hello and goodbye, and sends a 
message that “We will meet again”!

In August 2015 Anna Dale, who had worked in the Adoption and 
Pregnancy Department for three years, decided to accept the position 
of Family Services Manager at FCA. We will miss Anna, but are certain 
that she will do great work in her present role. In addition to her own 
responsibilities, she is continuing to train and support new staff in our 
department, which we appreciate. Thank you Anna!

Also in August, Cathy Bruce 
accepted Anna’s previous 
position as a home study writer 
and pregnancy counselor. Cathy 
was born and raised in San 
Antonio, Texas, and has also lived 
in upstate New York, Missouri, 
South Carolina and New Mexico. 
She has been married to Jason 
for eighteen years and they 
have four children; two girls and 
two boys, ranging in age from 

fifteen to four. A few years ago Jason, who is a pastor, joined the U.S. 
Army and the family is now stationed at Ft Wainwright. Cathy was 
an elementary school teacher for twelve years and also wrote home 
studies in Texas. She says that she is enjoying her work at FCA and 
has already traveled to Kotzebue and the village of Buckland, to train 
with Lisa and do home studies. Cathy stated that one of the most 
interesting parts of the “Bush” trip was tasting muktuk, and finding it 
to be “pretty good!” Regarding her new home she expressed, “I LOVE 
Alaska!! It is so beautiful!!!” We are glad that Cathy joined the staff at 
FCA and appreciate her hard work.

Madelyne (Maddie) Bee is 
a UAF Psychology practicum 
student in FCA’s Adoption 
and Pregnancy Counseling 
Department. She will be here 
for the fall semester, and we 
appreciate having her with 
us. Maddie graciously agreed 
to share some of her life 
experiences and her interest 
in joining a helping profession. 
Regarding these topics she wrote, “I am twenty years old and was 
adopted from the city of Shiyan in the Chinese province of Hubei, 
when I was fourteen months. My parents, Cindy and Gerry, brought 
me to Anchorage, Alaska where I grew up and continue to call home. 
I have five siblings; four sisters and one brother, but I mostly grew up 
with my two younger sisters, who are also adopted from China. As a 
child I attended Kincaid Elementary School, and then moved on to 
Mears Middle School, and finally Dimond High School. I graduated 
from high school in 2013 and since then have been studying at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks. I am working towards my Bachelors 
of Science in Psychology, and have been a part of undergraduate and 
graduate research. I have also worked with Hopeful Connections, an 
Alaska Native cancer support group. I am set to graduate at the end 
of this fall semester, in December 2015, and I hope to find a job and 
gain experience in my field, before applying to graduate programs. 
My interest is in clinical psychology, with a focus on culture, and my 
long term goal is to become a counselor or therapist. When I am not 
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doing school work you can find me running, cross country skiing, 
biking, drawing and baking. I also want to travel the world, and I 
especially hope to visit China one day.”

During the past year our Adoption Department, which includes 
three full-time staff, has continued to provide services for all phases 
of the adoption process. We have also benefited from the dedicated 
work of our long-time home study contractors, Ruth Post and Ted 
Sponsel, and have recently welcomed two new contractors, Rachel 
Hanft and Tonia Gutting. In FY 2015 our department received 
fifty-five home study referrals through the Office of Children’s 
Services/Permanent Families Grant, and after case adjustments, 
completed forty-seven of those home studies. Twelve were done by 
contractors and thirty-five by FCA staff. Nine were accomplished in 
rural communities, including Nome, Kotzebue, Unalakleet, Russian 
Mission, Anaktuvuk Pass, Nuiqsut and Barrow. An additional eleven 
studies required travel to urban areas and a few smaller communities 
accessible by road. The focus of the PFG Grant remains the same, 
which is achieving permanency for children in OCS custody through 
the completion of adoption and guardianship home studies.

Also, through their work with families who were involved in 
local, interstate and international adoptions, FCA handled fourteen 
adoption placements. Eighteen home studies (in addition to the forty-
seven for the Permanent Families Grant) were completed and eight 
families received post-placement services. Sixty families obtained 
adoption information at an in-person meeting or via telephone or 
email.

FCA’s Pregnancy Counseling staff worked actively with fifteen 
clients, who needed services, including assistance/support with an 
adoption plan, parenting support, general life management and 
referral to other resources. Also, thirty-five additional clients received 
brief services or more extensive support, in cooperation with the FCA 
street outreach to homeless youth (SOAP) program.

It was a busy and rewarding year for our department!

Please remember that November is National 
Adoption Month, which was established to 

encourage adoption and honor all birthparents, 
adoptive parents and adoptees.

STAFF
FAMILY TREATMENT 

Randy Lewis, Jennifer Cross  
& Carina Dick

FAMILY SERVICES 
Anna Dale, Allison King, 

& Wanda Wingfield
STREET OUTREACH AND  
ADVOCACY PROGRAM 

Rebecca Buckles, 
Paris Barnes-Olson & 

Mariah Henderson
ADOPTION AND 

PREGNANCY PROGRAM 
Melody Jamieson, Cathy 

Bruce & Madelyne Bee
ADMINISTRATIVE 

David Monroe, Sabrina Davis, 
Suzy Holz, Susan Logue,  

Linda Johnson & 
Kathi Martinez

Adoption and Pregnancy Programs
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Street Outreach and Advocacy Program

Hello from Street Outreach and Advocacy Program (SOAP).
SOAP invites homeless and at risk youth from 10-21 to our Drop-
In-Center. We are able to feed, clothe and keep youth in school; 
while mediating with families to ensure the youth have a safe place 
to live. We could not do this without the support of the Fairbanks 
Community. I would especially like to thank all the wonderful 
volunteers, individuals and groups who have donated to SOAP this 
past summer and fall. We received so many wonderful donations 
for our SOAP program that we are so happy and excited.  All of the 
youth worked in the FCA garden planting the amazing plants we 
received. Our youth have been working diligently in securing jobs 
and we currently have 67 SOAP youth employed.  At this time we 
have no youth living on the street and with the help of SOAP staff 
they have found places to lay their heads each night. Many have 
first time apartments and are doing exceptionally well.

Our beautiful babies are growing and moms are going back 
to school.  We currently have three youth in college.  One of our 
youth is a sophomore this year.  A special thank you goes out to 
all the wonderful supporters who have donated diapers and wipes 
to our SOAP program. These generous donations ensure that our 
babies have their needs addressed as mom and dads are working 
to secure the next generations futures.    

I would like to thank my SOAP staff, Mindy Courter, Nathan 
Collin and Paris Barnes-Olson as they have worked alongside 
me each day with our precious youth. The time and hours they 
each have dedicated to the SOAP program is amazing.  With their 
support I am able to support our youth not only at the drop in 
center but with weekly therapy sessions.  

I would like to take this time to express my thankfulness and 
gratitude to the volunteers and others who donate their time, money 
and items for our SOAP youth. I appreciate how our wonderful 
community comes together to support the SOAP program. The 
Other Paws Assistance Dogs (TOPAD) has been a special part 
of SOAP. Each week a therapy dog visits SOAP for our youth in 
crisis.  This interaction between dog and human is precious. Their 
dogs understand youth who are in crisis and willingly give love and 
attention to the youth.  

In closing, I would like to thank the community and the generous 
individuals who have made SOAP a safe place for youth on the 
streets. Please remember us as the holidays approach. We are 
always in need of holiday presents for our youth; as well as cash 
donations, volunteers, gift cards and healthy food.  Thank you to 
all who support our wonderful organization. Rebecca Buckles, 
Program Manager. SOAP Drop-In Center is located at 530, 7th 
Avenue.  ~ Rebecca Buckles ~

Family Services Program
We have several exciting 

updates in the Family Services 
Department.

Allison King and Anna 
Dale are new additions to 
the department. Anna was 
a pregnancy and adoption 
counselor at FCA, until August 
2015, and is the new Family 
Services Manager.  Allison 
has her degree in Elementary 
Education, and joined our 
department in September. 

In October, Family Services 
began teaching a Nurturing 
Parenting class at Northstar 
Halfway House. Residents 
there are learning about child 

development and strengthening 
their parenting skills.   

Our next Nurturing Parenting 
Class will be held at Fairbanks 
Counseling and Adoption with 
a start date of February 3, 
2016. It will be 12 weeks long, 
and everyone is welcome. You 
do not have to be a parent to 
participate in this class. The 
content could be beneficial to 
anyone with an interest in the 
dynamics of parenting. The cost 
is $50 per participant, call FCA 
to register.

The Family Services 
Department was honored to be 
able to give a violin to one of 

our clients for her 12th birthday. 
This gift would not have been 
possible without the kindness 
of an anonymous donor. FCA 

is amazed by the generosity 
and support of our community 
in helping us provide gifts for 
families with limited resources. 
If you would like to contribute 
to our department, we are 
gearing up for the holiday 
season and looking for 
donations. If you are interested 
in donating children’s items, 
contact us at 456-4729. To see 
how one donation can change 
a child’s life, check out our 
Facebook page for a video of 
our client receiving her violin…
grab a tissue!

We ask that you consider  
giving to Fairbanks Counseling 

& Adoption in your 2016  
Permanent Fund application. 
We are in the ‘Fourth  Judicial 

District.’



  

A Taste of Art 2016 Donation Form

Donor #: Donor Name to be Listed: Business Name (if different):

Mailing Address E-mail Address:

Contact Person: Phone: Person to be Thanked (if different):

FCA
912 Barnette Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Voluneteer reponsible for donation:
_______________________________________________

 CASH GIFT  IN KIND              GIFT CERTIFICATE:  Donor            FCA
Check here if:

Pick-up status
Information:

___ Procurer will pick up & deliver
___ Needs to be picked up by:__________
___ Donor will drop off by: ____________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Log #  Items Donated & Description       VALUE of Donation $$
1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Walk-in
Or Pick-up

Donor FormFed Tax ID #92-0064069
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Fairbanks Counseling & Adoption
912 Barnette Street 
Fairbanks, AK 99701-4510

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Doug Bishop, President 

Richelle Talvi, Vice-President
Priscilla Swankie, Treasurer

Jason Gazewood
Darrell Jarmon
Andrea Rhyner


