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24/03/2017 
 

LEAMINGTON & COUNTY 

GOLF CLUB 

Weekly Updates 24th March 2017 

supported by Morgan & Co Chartered 

Financial Planners 
 

Managers Mutterings 

Dear Member, 

 

There is a great deal of content to this weeks updates. So I'll give a quick reminder that it's the first OPEN 

DAY this Saturday and it's been promoted via The Observer and The Courier newspapers, a 5000 leaflet 

drop to the new housing developments and coverage on social media so we're hoping for a good turn out. 

 

It's the time of the year when there is lots happening on course which we'll mention further in the updates. 

 

Along with Roy Scott, I attended the Warwickshire County AGM this week, the good news is there is no 

intention to raise the affiliation fees in 2018, other than that just business as usual. The county were rightly 

proud of finishing 2nd in England Golf's County of the year competition being beaten by Lancashire. 

 

The club AGM is this Wednesday 29th starting at 7.00pm it would be great to see a good turnout. 

 

Don't forget the next big social event is the Curry & Comedy Night on 19th May see the posters around 

the club get your tickets early and save money. £10 for the Comedy Night add £5.00 if you fancy a curry 

before. 

 

If you're playing golf this weekend swing it easy and enjoy. 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Bryan Frazer 

Club Manager 
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Water Lily Planting 

 

At 8.00am on a rainy Wednesday, the L&C greens staff 

planted colourful Colossea Water Lilies donated by the Grey 

Nags into the 7th fairway pond. The lilies are planted at a 

depth of approximately 1.4 metres and protected from ducks 

and the large fish in the pond with plastic mesh cages 

fabricated by Bill Hedley. It is hoped that the water lilies will 

have grown to the surface by the end of April at which point 

the cages will be removed. Despite the weather, this was a 

very happy working party with never a dull moment. A big 

thank you to the Gray Nags and all involved. 

 

Get to Know…..Greenkeeper Gareth 

 

This week our Deputy Head Greenkeeper Gareth Andrews 

has volunteered to answer our 'get to know' questions. Thanks 

for the insight Gareth, we hope your head isn't too sore after 

Benidorm. 

 

Q: What is your favourite quote? 

A: “Go hard or go home.” 

 

Q: What is something you learned in the last week? 

A: That my U6 football team are pretty good, they had their 

first ever match & won! 

 

Q: What 3 things would you put in Room 101? 

A: Snakes, hard-hats & drinks served in the wrong glass. 

 

Q: What is the best gift anyone has ever given you? 

A: Two beautiful little boys, Ronnie & Rex.  

 

Q: What’s your favourite indoor activity? 

A: Squash, I’ve been playing once a week for a year & I’m 

hooked. 

 

Q: What would you most like to do and why? 

A: Watch a Lions rugby test match in New Zealand. 

 

Q: What was the first thing you bought with your own money? 

A: That was a ‘Now 29’ album - old school I know. (Editors 

note: 29? I remember buying the 1st Now album!) 

 

Q: When was the last time you were nervous? 

A: Today, I’m the Best Man & I’m taking 20 lads on a stag do 

to Benidorm! 
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Q: What’s the funniest thing you’ve seen on a golf course? 

A: Dave Fisher mowing tees when fatigue sets in & the 

machine gets the better of him & takes him for a walk! Hehe 

 

What's On this Week 

 

Saturday 25th: Club Open Day - 10.00am-3.00pm 

 

Sunday 26th: Members' group - 10.00am-10.30am 

 

Tuesday 28th: Ladies Yellow Ball in 3's (draw) - 8.30am-

12.30pm 

 

Wednesday 29th: Club A.G.M. 7.00pm - 9.00pm 

 

Thursday 30th: B Team v Coventry GC - 2.30pm-3.30pm 

 

Competition News 

 

Entry is now open for the 2017 Coronation Cup (singles) and 

Men's Pairs matchplay events. You have until the end of April 

to enter at any of the club terminals. There is no entry facility 

available on HDID. 

 

Entry is also open on HDID and the club terminals for this 

year's Tigers v Rabbits on Sunday 9th April. This is an 8am 

shotgun start and the field is split in half according to 

handicaps. The tigers then take on the rabbits in a series of 

matchplay events and our new Club Captain is given the 

opportunity to show off their ball throwing skills after in the 

clubhouse. One not to miss! 

 

5 Year Course Plan 

As confirmed by the Members’ Operating Committee, the Greens Sub-Committee will stand down at the 

end of this month to be replaced by the Course Management Committee (CMC) which I will chair. On 

behalf of the Club, I would like to express sincere and grateful thanks to all members now retiring from 

“Greens” and most particularly to Trevor Wood who managed the Bovis Project and to the Chair, Andy 

White, whose commitment and personal endeavour over many years has been outstanding. 
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In addition to the excellent state of the course today, Greens’ last legacy has been to produce a new and 

comprehensive 5 Year Plan which provides the “road map” for the consistent forward development of the 

golf course. It will be the CMC’s responsibility to deliver this development. Members can now find, 

download and read the 5 Year Plan in the Members’ Area of the Club’s website. In drawing your attention 

to this, I would also like to highlight and comment on the following points: 

 

1. Greens Drainage 

The Plan defines a priority order for introducing new drainage for all greens. The recent sustained rainfall 

has necessitated bringing temporary greens into play on a number of holes in recent weeks. Our regular 

winter golfers are as aware as any of which greens are the usual “culprits” and the Club appreciates how 

important it is to members, visitors and potential new joiners to present a full course in all but the most 

extreme conditions.  

 

Jason Cooper and I have researched an innovative drainage system which combines a lasting (25 to 30 

years) solution with an installation method that takes the green out of play for as few as 3 to 4 days. We 

have visited a number of sites that have installed the system and received satisfactory testimonials from 

other existing users and the board has given the green light to undertake this work on up to three greens 

at the earliest opportunity. Work on the 13th green, historically the wettest on the course, will take place 

on Monday 27th and Tuesday 28th March with the green back in play on Wednesday 29th. The main 

installation work will take place between 7.00am and 10.00am on the 28th and members are welcome to 

come along and have a look.  

 

2. 18th Hole 

It is recognised that further work is required to complete the introduction of the new par 3 18th hole. It is 

considered that further plantings will enhance the attractiveness of this otherwise well-designed hole. A 

path back to the clubhouse is being considered but currently it is felt that the funds required would be best 

spent on other projects. 

 

3. Course Routing 

I take this opportunity to thank all members who took time to complete the recent questionnaire and to 

add considered and helpful comments. Regrettably, the number of returns is hardly representative of the 

overall playing membership but all comments will be noted and evaluated. 

 

There is therefore no clear mandate to make any change to the routing at this point in time but there is an 

accumulated input on the development of certain holes which will be studied for longer-term changes. 

While it is the view of a relatively small minority, that we should switch the existing loops of nine holes in 

order to finish the round on the current 9th hole, it has been proposed and agreed that this could be trialed 

during this season for one or two of the more minor Club competitions in order to gain further input and 

reaction. 

 

I am in the process of analysing and consolidating the inputs from the questionnaires, also to include 

views on switching the snooker table for a pool table, and I will communicate further with you on this in the 

near future. 

 

Bryan Frazer 

Club Manager 
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PC Drainage 

 

As the article explaining the 5 Year Plan suggested we are 

planning to install a new drainage system in the 13th green. 

PC Drainage is not new but has attracted the interest of many 

golf clubs recently. The major advantage is that unlike with the 

installation of conventional piped drainage where the green 

could be out of play for anything from 6-12 weeks with PCD it 

will be out of play for no more than 3 days. As with all drainage 

systems it is still necessary to undertake the normal 

programme of coring and top dressing as this impacts the 

quality of the putting surface as much as it effects water 

penetration but everyone we have spoken to and the courses 

we have visited only have positive comments to make. With 

the greatest respect to local clubs who say they never go onto 

temporary greens we all know they should and that their 

putting surfaces do not recover until late in the summer. It is 

hoped this new system will allow us to stay on our greens year 

round because they are good enough to stay on rather than 

because the committee deemed it so. Click read more to see 

more information. 

 

 

LEAMINGTON & COUNTY GOLF CLUB  
  

 

 


