
A Note From The Executive Director 
Hello, and welcome to another edition of the Crown Chronicle! As you may 
have now guessed, the newsletter will be released every other week and will 
be filled with what we hope is interesting and useful content about the Miss 
Kentucky Scholarship Organization and our partners! In this issue, we are 
welcoming new local titleholders to the Miss Kentucky and MKYOT Class of 
2018 as well as catching up with the busy lives of Molly and Abby as they 
continue to  represent our Commonwealth so beautifully.  In this issue, you 
will also meet the new Executive Director of the Miss Kentucky’s 
Outstanding Teen Program, Destiny Lewis! As an Organization, we are so 
excited to welcome Destiny into this new role! Personally, I am ecstatic that 
she was willing to step up when we needed her. Many of you may not know 
this, but Destiny and I are sisters of the same pageant mother and at least 
for the last decade have been known as “Batman and Robin!” I can already 
hear you All asking, who’s Batman and who’s Robin?? Well...it just depends 
on the day! I’m sure you will enjoy our Q &A with her!  

This month, we are also highlighting one of our amazing 
sponsors...Elizabeth at Miss Priss! I hope you enjoy her segment and if you 
haven’t visited the Gown Mansion in Lexington, you’re missing out! It’s like 
a little piece of heaven!  Elizabeth, we are so thankful for all that you give to 
this program, it surely wouldn’t be the same without you!  

Lastly, we have a special treat for you from Executive Leadership Coach, 
Justin Patton! We’ve loved working with him over the past couple of years 
and his perspective on interview has been spot on and refreshing! Don’t miss 
his video that’s linked to this issue!  

Hope to see you all at the Home for the Holidays concert next month!  

Dr. Ashley D. Anderson 
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Home for the 
Holidays 

Sunday, December 
3rd at 2pm at Lyric 

Theatre in Lexington 

MKYOT 
May 25-27th, 2018 

Miss Kentucky 
June 28th - 30th, 

2018
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Q&A with Director of MKYOT 
Destiny Lewis: 
• How did you get involved in the Miss Kentucky Scholarship 

Organization? Ashley asked me to help chaperone and be apart of 
the MKYOT planning committee a few years ago and the rest is 
history. I loved the sisterhood that I saw behind the scenes and on-
stage. I have been to hundreds of pageants where the top 5 are the 
only ones that hold hands during the crowning of a new titleholder, 
but this time it was different. When all the contestants stood on 
stage in a semi-circle hand-in-hand, it showed unity and young 
women supporting one another, which is what pageants are about. 
This is one of many reasons I want to continue to be involved in the 
Miss Kentucky Scholarship Organization. 

• What makes you passionate about pageants? The endless 
opportunities pageants can provide. For me, pageants have always been a girls' weekend with my Mom, 
Grummy, Aunt and cousin. We have traveled around the country making countless memories that I will 
never forget from the car rides, shopping for dresses, and so much more. Pageants, also, allowed me to be 
almost debt free when graduating college. 

• When you're not dedicating your life to the MKYOT program, what do you do for a living? I am an 
Executive Assistant to a Louisville Metro Councilwoman. I work on her personal budget, business 
accounting, and basically make sure everything is organized. I'm also a team captain and advocate for the 
Walk to End Alzheimer's, which aids in the fight to find a cure for Alzheimer's. 

• What are your ambitions & goals for the Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teen program? I hope that I can 
bring new ideas to growing the program through more local directors, more contestants and more 
scholarship opportunities for contestants. I have been involved in pageantry nearly my entire life and all 
aspects of pageantry. I have competed, judged, hair/make up for contestants, audited, and even hosted a 
fundraising pageant where all the proceeds went to the Alzheimer's Association. I am excited to use my 
experience and background to help the current and future Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teens. 

• What advice do you have to girls competing for the title of MKYOT? Be yourself and believe in yourself. 
If you are meant to be the next Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teen then you will. Otherwise, you will gain 
more life lessons then you realize, network opportunities for local and state titleholders, and friends that 
will last a lifetime. Embrace every opportunity with open arms. 

• What would you tell girls that may have an interest in competing, but have not before? You will only 
regret the risks you don't take. I wish I would've listened more to people when they told me to start as a 
Teen and in this program. I was afraid I wouldn't have a strong enough talent or I didn't fit the type, but as I 
have learned more about this organization I have realized it isn't solely about the best talent or a specific 
type. So don't judge a book by its cover and form your own opinion by your own experiences. You might be 
missing out on scholarships, experiences, and friendships that could change your life. 

• Favorites:  
• Food: If I have to choose something other than dessert, then Chicken Fettuccine Alfredo 
• Candy: If I had to choose it would be peanut butter M&Ms, but Twizzlers and skittles are a close second. 

Sweets are my favorite!  
• Movie: Jingle All The Way is hands down one of the best movies that I have watched every year with my 

family during Christmas time. 
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Sponsor Spotlight: Miss Priss 
Shopping for the Perfect Pageant Gown, Tips from 
Elizabeth Cruse, Miss Priss Owner 

Shopping for the pageant gown can be hectic and stressful. What 
color? What style? Will the judges like it? Should I get beaded? 
Should I get plain? Will I win if I don’t wear white? How am I 
going to pay for it? …and the list goes on and on! Here are a few 
tips that will help you find your winning style. 

• Come Prepared: When trying on gowns you want to look and 
feel your best. Come with your hair and makeup done, it will 
help you envision what you will look like on stage. You may 
want to bring your favorite pageant shoes so you can walk comfortably and get an idea of how the 
dress will move. Do you normally wear a shaper under your gown? Bring it… it may make a 
difference on how the dress will look. 

• Fabulous Fit: Finding the perfect dress means finding the right shape for your body type. Not 
everyone has an hourglass figure, and not everyone can wear a slinky jersey gown. Have an open 
mind, and try on different styles. You might be surprised what looks good on you. The goal is to 
highlight your assets, and draw attention away from your problem areas. The right fabric and 
shape can make you appear 20 pounds thinner without  even going to the gym. 

• Color: Deciding on a color is a very important key to finding the winning gown. Don’t worry about 
what color won last year…. and don’t get the phrase ‘winners wear white’ stuck in your head! Pick 
the color that looks best on you! Every time you are on that stage… you need to shine!   

• Trusted People: The perfect gown can be hard to find, and can be even harder when you get so 
many opinions. Sure you want your great aunt, your boyfriend’s mom, and your teacher to love the 
dress…. but do they really know what’s  best for you, or the pageant? Having a lot of people, with 
a lot of opinions, can make the search that more difficult. Bring the people who’s opinion you trust 
the most….that might be your mom/dad, pageant director, or coach.   

• Alterations: Keep in mind most gowns will need alterations. Your perfect gown won’t score you a 
perfect score if it’s too long, too tight or too big! Invest in alterations!  

• Do you have a budget?: Very few people have an unlimited budget when it comes to evening 
gown….so it’s helpful to be upfront with your stylist. It doesn’t matter if it’s $500 or $5000…shop 
within your budget. You don’t want to fall in love with a dress you can’t afford. 

• Be True to YOU: There are so many tips I could throw you way, but the most important…be true 
to YOU! If you don’t like the gown…don’t get it! It doesn’t matter how many people LOVE it, if you 
don’t feel confident in it..it will show! Last I checked, a gown has never won a pageant….it’s the 
girl that brings it to life!        
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Upcoming Events: 
Home for the Holidays 
Home for the Holidays is the 2nd annual 
Christmas fundraiser for the Miss Kentucky 
Scholarship organization.  

Talent plays a significant role in the Miss 
Kentucky competition, and over the past 80+ 
years, the organization has showcased some 
of the best talent in the Bluegrass. 

Home for the Holidays is a family holiday 
concert that will showcase a wide variety of 
talented former contestants and title winners. 
Headlining the concert this year will be Miss 
Kentucky 2017 Molly Matney and Miss 
Kentucky's Outstanding Teen 2017 Abigail 
Quammen. They will be joined by former Miss Kentucky Contestants and Miss Kentuckys to help ring 
in the holiday season. 

The event is designed to raise money for scholarships for contestants in the 2018 competition year. 
The plan is to raise enough money to increase participant scholarships from $200 to $250, as well as 
add to the Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teen participant scholarships. 

Want to book Miss Kentucky or Miss Kentucky's 
Outstanding Teen? 

      For Miss Kentucky, email: bookmissky@gmail.com 

       
       For Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teen, email: misskyoteen@gmail.com 
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Home For the Holidays: 
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2017 

Location: The Lyric Theatre 
300 E Third Street Lexington, KY  

Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $20.00, all seats are reserved and are available at www.lexingtonlyric.tix.com  

or by phone (859) 280-2218.



Adding Members to the Class of 2018: 
Congratulations to these young women vying for the titles of Miss Kentucky & Miss 
Kentucky's Outstanding Teen 2018! 

Miss Bowling Green: Caroline Ford 

Miss Western Kentucky: Haley Wheeler 

Miss Mammoth Cave: Hannah Robb 

Miss Bowling Green's Outstanding Teen: Savannah Cooper 

Miss Mammoth Cave's Outstanding Teen: Claire Yates 
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MESSAGE FROM MISS KENTUCKY 2017 MOLLY MATNEY 
"How has it already been four months since I started my dream job? 
Each day with this job I fall more in love with our wonderful state! This 
past week a few of my events included visiting a 2,000 acre horse farm, 
four school programs, two Miss Kentucky preliminary pageants, being 
the keynote speaker for an agricultural conference, and adding another 
1,000 miles to my Kentucky travels. If you are wondering, my life right 
now runs on coffee and I wouldn't be mad if Starbucks offered a 
sponsorship! To end my recap, I've said it so many times this week but I 
have to say it again....to all of our United States Veterans, thank you for 
your service. Veterans Day was probably one of my favorite days as Miss 
Kentucky. It's a special thing watching students act with such respect on 
such a special day. God bless America and I can't wait to update you on my next 1,000 miles!" 



Miss Monticello: Yulia Perevozchikova 

Miss Monticello's Outstanding Teen: Teagan Earlywine 

Miss Wayne County Area's Outstanding Teen: Joanna Clark 
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ANECDOTE FROM MISS KENTUCKY'S OUTSTANDING TEEN ABBY QUAMMEN 
"The last couple of weeks have been crazy busy, but they've also been full of fun! On 
November 3rd, I celebrated my 18th birthday alongside some of the best friends 
and family and ate a lot of french fries. (In case you didn't know, french fries are my 
favorite food of all time). It feels so weird to say that I'm 18! Last weekend, I had 
the pleasure of emceeing the Miss Bowling Green and Mammoth Cave Area 
scholarship pageant with the best sister, Molly Matney, Miss Kentucky of course, and 
I even got to sing one of my favorite songs, "Fly Fly Away" from the musical "Catch 
Me If You Can". This weekend I visited the University of Alabama and had a very 
successful audition for their musical theater program! I'm so proud of how far I 
have come through performing, and the Miss America Organization has played a 
huge role in broadening my performance horizons. Tomorrow I leave for a retreat 
center to lead a spiritual retreat for the junior class at my high school. I'm honored to be able to take part in 
helping my peers find Christ and discover what their Christianity means to them. I hope to see all of you at 
Home for the Holidays on December 3rd!"



Sponsor Spotlight: Justin Patton 
Executive Leadership Coach 

"How to Drive Your Pageant Interview" 

Justin Patton is an international speaker and Executive 
Leadership Coach who challenges leaders to think differently 
about how they lead and communicate. His high-energy and 
interactive approach keeps audiences engaged, and his message 
forces leaders to come face-to-face with themselves and tell the 
truth about how they are showing up. 

Justin has worked with numerous young women competing in 
pageants and title winners on public speaking and interview 
skills.  

Upcoming Events:
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Miss America Serves 
Day 

April 7, 2018

Have something you would like to see  
in the Crown Chronicle? 

Contact us! 
Sydney DeLong 

Phone: (859) 509-3561 
Email: sydney.a.delong@gmail.com

Click below to check out Justin's video on  
"How to Drive Your Pageant Interview." 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2V1RscSbvo

Home for the 
Holidays 

Sunday, December 3, 
2017

Miss Danville/ 
Heart of Central 

Kentucky 
January 27, 2018

Miss Richmond/EKU 
February 24, 2018

Miss Kentucky & 
MKYOT Orientation 

April 7 & 8, 2018


