
A Note From The Executive Director 
Happy Wednesday! I hope this issue of the Crown Chronicle finds you well 
and recovered from the Thanksgiving holiday weekend! We have a great 
issue in store for you today!   

We’re catching up with one of our Forever Miss Kentuckys each month! Up 
first is Miss Kentucky 2016, Laura Jones for a little Q & A about her life after 
the crown! She has been very busy, and has many nuggets of wisdom to 
share with anyone interested in one day wearing the Miss Kentucky crown. 
Laura is truly a gem and I’ve been fortunate enough to watch her blossom 
over the last decade into the amazing woman she is today. I truly cannot 
wait to see all that’s in store for her future! 

We’ve also got a special segment from Agriculture Commissioner, Ryan 
Quarles. The Miss Kentucky Scholarship Org. has been honored to have a 
longstanding partnership with the Department of Agriculture which allows 
our Miss Kentuckys to travel the Commonwealth as the spokesperson for 
Kentucky Proud.  

As usual, Molly and Abby have been fabulously busy the last couple weeks, 
so make sure to check out their segments in this issue! These two ladies are 
doing such a wonderful job representing us and I’m thankful for each 
experience I have with them! 

Lastly and certainly not least, we’d like to take a moment to acknowledge all 
of our other local titleholders who have secured their spot at Miss Kentucky 
and Miss Kentucky’s Outstanding Teen for this Summer!   

In closing, it’s been an honor to serve in this organization and I continue to 
look at our present and future with great optimism! I hope you will join the 
family and stay involved!   If you haven’t had a chance to check out our new 
website, make sure to stop by, (www.misskentucky.org) and I hope to see 
you all this weekend at the Home for the Holidays concert!  

Dr. Ashley D. Anderson 
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Home for the 
Holidays 

Sunday, December 
3rd at 2pm at Lyric 

Theatre in Lexington 

MKYOT 
May 25-27th, 2018 

Miss Kentucky 
June 28th - 30th, 

2018

 NOVEMBER 29, 2017

The Crown Chronicle 
Miss Kentucky Pageant



Forever Miss Kentucky: Laura 
Jones, Miss Kentucky 2016 
• What have you been up to since you’ve given up the Miss 

Kentucky title? What’s next for Laura Jones? I have been 
extremely busy, in a much different way than during my year 
as Miss Kentucky. I am working two part time jobs, one of 
which is teaching in the school systems in Spencer County. I 
am currently planning a wedding as well as preparing to move 
to Alabama very soon as my sweet husband-to-be just accepted 
a job down there. I am also in school full-time online getting 
my Masters of Education in Counseling. I do not travel as 
much as I used to but I still enjoy my various speaking 
engagements and performance opportunities.  

• What was the first thing you did after pageant weekend ended? I think I slept for an entire 
week! I definitely didn't wear ANY make up for a while and still have days where I just don't feel 
like wearing make up OR doing my hair! I detoxed off of all caffeine and took a social media break. 
However, I did wake up the day after giving up the title in a panic that I was late for an appearance 
AND still frequently look for a Lexus in the parking lot! 

• Looking back on your year of service, what was your most memorable moment? I loved every 
moment, but there are moments that stick out to me more than others. Many times when I would 
visit schools, one child would touch my heart in a special way. I always enjoyed the nursing home 
and assisted living facility programs, and I LOVED getting to perform and speak/mentor young girls. 

• Funniest moment? Well this wasn't during an appearance, thank goodness, but one time I walked 
out of the dental office after a routine cleaning and got into the Lexus, closed the door, looked 
around and realized...this I not my car! So I freaked out and JUMPED out of the car before anyone 
could see me. I had gotten into the car parked RIGHT next to mine. It was the exact same car.....just 
not mine! There were many other moments that I look back and laugh at now too. Through the 
year, I tried to be as transparent as possible on social media so that everyone else could have a good 
laugh too! 

• What is something you miss? Of course I miss the free hair and nail care, but that's just cosmetic 
luxury. I REALLY miss traveling and meeting new people all the time. I miss speaking and 
performing for a living. For a while I really missed being called "Miss Kentucky," but it helps that 
when in teach in the school systems and students forget my name, they always call me Miss 
Kentucky still!  

• What was the most difficult thing about being Miss Kentucky? It was actually quite a lonely job. 
I don't think that anyone anticipates the social 'shift' when you accept the title. You're around people 
all the time, but most are strangers. Rarely do you have an appearance scheduled with some of your 
family or closest friends. I made a point to have lunch with people and schedule them in advance. I 
also invested in some audiobooks for long drives because the radio would get old. I didn't mind the 
early mornings or the late nights. I'd do it all over again. Honestly, I think the alone time was JUST 
what I needed as well, even though it was one of the hardest parts for me to adjust to. It made me 
realize that the Lord was all I needed.  
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• After doing the job for a year, what advice do you have for 
girls interested in becoming Miss Kentucky? The biggest piece 
of advice I have is to be real. Don't try to say the right thing or be 
the person that the judges want to see. Be you, unapologetically. 
Be vulnerable. Be open. And be honest. 

• What life lessons have you taken from your year of service? 
Words are powerful, but people will never forget the way you 
made them FEEL. I have also learned that every moment is a gift 
from the Lord. Never wish one moment away, because it I 
preparing you for a future moment that you won't want to miss. I 
see NOW how the Lord prepared me during my year as Miss 
Kentucky. 

• How has your participation in this program impacted your 
life? Participating in the MAO changed my entire life, specifically 
because it made me passionate! I am comfortable in almost any environment, as a leader or behind 
the scenes, speaking of observing, with people I know or a whole room of people I don't know...not 
to mention I do not have to worry about student loan debt AT ALL. I became debt free during my 
year as Miss Kentucky!  

• What would you say to someone thinking about competing to be Miss Kentucky? Do it! Even if 
you don't feel 100% confident, that's why you should do it! I did my first pageant before I even 
knew how to walk in high heels, do my hair or make up....in fact I won my first pageant wearing a 
blue jean dress and my second pageant didn't even place because I said "I have no clue" to my on 
stage question. ...(and I really did have NO clue) Everyone has to start somewhere. 10 years later I 
became Miss Kentucky, but the journey was a transformation! 

• Looking back, what is one thing you wish you could change about your year as Miss 
Kentucky? Nothing. I tried to be as 'in the moment' as humanly possible. That is the one thing that 
everyone told me that wished they would have done during their years as Miss KY. But I took that to 
heart and made the most of every moment as much as I could. I was exhausted by the end because I 
truly did give my all. I would do it all over again though!      
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MESSAGE FROM MISS KENTUCKY 2017 MOLLY MATNEY 
"After a wonderful Thanksgiving holiday with my family and friends, I 
want to reflect on how thankful I am for this year. I am so thankful for 
each opportunity I've had across our beautiful state to speak to people 
both young and old. I'm thankful for sweet moments like when 
Morningside Assisted Living rolled out a red carpet for my arrival, or 
when the Metcalfe County Homemakers decorated the room with crowns 
just because I was their speaker. I'm thankful for each sweet conversation 
I get to have with children, whether it be about if the diamonds in my 
crown are real or fake, or whether it be about how they can overcome a 
problem they've been having at home. I'm so very thankful for each child 
I get to speak to across our state. I'm thankful for every day I get to work 
for our great Department of Agriculture. I'm thankful for a year that I will never, ever forget. I am so thankful to be 
your Miss Kentucky! " 



Upcoming Events: 
Home for the Holidays 
Home for the Holidays is the 2nd annual 
Christmas fundraiser for the Miss Kentucky 
Scholarship organization.  

Talent plays a significant role in the Miss 
Kentucky competition, and over the past 80+ 
years, the organization has showcased some of 
the best talent in the Bluegrass. 

Home for the Holidays is a family holiday 
concert that will showcase a wide variety of 
talented former contestants and winners. 
Headlining the concert will be Miss Kentucky 
2017 Molly Matney & Miss Kentucky's 
Outstanding Teen 2017 Abigail Quammen.  

The event is designed to raise money for 
scholarships for contestants in the 2018 competition year. The plan is to raise enough money to 
increase participant scholarships from $200 to $250, as well as add to the Miss Kentucky's Outstanding 
Teen participant scholarships. 
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Home For the Holidays: 
Date: Sunday, December 3, 2017 

Location: The Lyric Theatre 
300 E Third Street Lexington, KY  

Time: 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets: $20.00, all seats are reserved and are available at www.lexingtonlyric.tix.com  

or by phone (859) 280-2218.

ANECDOTE FROM MISS KENTUCKY'S OUTSTANDING TEEN ABBY QUAMMEN 
"Over the past couple of weeks, I have made family and relaxation a priority before 
my schedule goes full force ahead because, it's about to be crazy! Recently, I have 
really been focusing on what and who I'm thankful for, my blessings, and the simple 
things in life. For me, those things include spending time with my sister who lives in 
another state, cuddling up with my dogs, watching my favorite movies, and starting 
a brand new book. I'm looking forward to "Home for the Holidays" this weekend 
because it's going to be an amazing show filled with amazing performers and a lot of 
holiday spirit, and I can't wait to sing some of my favorite holiday hits. It's a show 
that you won't want to miss! I can't forget the hilarious experience that was 
capturing the Miss Kentucky Organization Christmas card photos. Molly and I had a 
blast getting the best photos for the card, and I know everyone will enjoy them, or 
maybe even laugh at them! I'm excited and grateful for the busy schedule that is about 
to step into my life after a few weeks of relaxation, and I can't wait to tell all of you about it!"



Miss Kentucky Partnership: 
Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture 
Commissioner of Agriculture: Ryan Quarles 

• What is Miss Kentucky's role with the Kentucky Department of 
Agriculture? Miss Kentucky is an official spokesperson for the 
Kentucky Department of Agriculture. As such, she makes education 
appearances at schools, civic events and other events coordinated 
by the KDA to inform the public about programs within the 
Department. 

• How long have Miss Kentuckys worked with KDA? The KDA is 
honored to have had a longstanding relationship with the Miss 
Kentucky Organization, lasting for over a decade. Throughout the 
years, the KDA and Miss Kentuckys have spread the word about 
everything from Kentucky Proud to our Mobile education Centers. The Miss Kentucky program 
attracts dynamic young women who are passionate and goal-oriented. 

• Why do you think the partnership between the KDA and Miss Kentucky is important? The 
partnership between the KDA and the Miss Kentucky Organization is very important as we seek to 
introduce new generations, further removed from the family farm, to agriculture. A recent study 
showed that 16 million American adults believe chocolate milk comes from brown cows. The 
partnership between our two organizations is critical in helping educate young people about where 
their food comes from. 

• What impact have you seen Miss Kentucky have on the work that KDA does? As one of the most 
recognizable public figures in the Commonwealth, Miss Kentucky is an effective ambassador for the 
KDA. She appears before schools, civic clubs, and many other groups to talk about how the 
Department helps Kentucky farmers and serves all of Kentucky’s citizens every day. 

• Describe the Kentucky Proud Program and its importance to the economy of Kentucky. Kentucky 
Proud stands for foods, nursery items, crafts, agritourism sites, farmers' markets, state parks, and 
many other products and destinations with roots in Kentucky. Kentucky Proud foods are raised, 
grown, or processed in Kentucky. In addition, Kentucky Proud is a serious contributor to the 
Commonwealth’s economy. With over 6,000 members and growing, Kentucky Proud is one of the 
most successful agricultural marketing programs in the nation. 

• What advice do you have for future contestants who could be working with KDA should they win 
Miss Kentucky? I haven’t yet met a Miss Kentucky who didn’t enjoy working with the all-star team 
at the Kentucky Department of Agriculture. I encourage every contestant to learn about the 
Department’s many duties and responsibilities on the KDA website, kyagr.com. And feel free to 
contact me or my staff with any questions you might have. 
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Want to book Miss Kentucky or Miss Kentucky's 
Outstanding Teen? 

      For Miss Kentucky, email: bookmissky@gmail.com 

       
       For Miss Kentucky's Outstanding Teen, email: misskyoteen@gmail.com 

Miss Kentucky & MKYOT Class of 2018: 
Congratulations to these young women vying for the titles of Miss Kentucky & Miss 
Kentucky's Outstanding Teen 2018! 
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Miss Nibroc: Emily Sharp Miss Magoffin County:  
Elivia Gibson 

• Miss Jefferson County: Katie Bouchard 
• Miss Derby City: Brooke Way 
• Miss Heart of Louisville: Meredith Ellis 
• Miss Belle of Louisville: Rebekah Lee 
• Miss Jefferson County's Outstanding 

Teen: Haven Wolfe 
• Miss Derby City's Outstanding Teen: 

Hannah Harrison 
• Miss Heart of Louisville's Outstanding 

Teen: Rachel Whitehouse 
• Miss Belle of Louisville's Outstanding 

Teen: Hannah Martin

Miss Heart of Jefferson County’s 
Outstanding Teen: Brooklyn Roller 
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• Miss Horse Capital of the World: Alex Housman 
• Miss Tops in Lexington: Abbie Gibson 
• Miss Thoroughbred: Makayla Banks 
• Miss Goldenrod: Molly Sullivan

• Miss Horse Capital of the World's 
Outstanding Teen: Chloe Yates 

• Miss Tops in Lexington's Outstanding 
Teen: Courtney Rager 

• Miss Thoroughbred's Outstanding Teen: 
Eleanor Ickes

• Miss Woodford County: Hayley Leach 
• Miss Woodford County's Outstanding 

Teen: Makayla King



Upcoming Events: 
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Miss America Serves 
Day 

April 7, 2018

Have something you would like to see  
in the Crown Chronicle? 

Contact us! 
Sydney DeLong 

Phone: (859) 509-3561 
Email: sydney.a.delong@gmail.com

Home for the 
Holidays 

Sunday, December 3, 
2017

Miss Danville/ 
Heart of Central 

Kentucky 
January 27, 2018

Miss Richmond/EKU 
February 24, 2018

Miss Kentucky & 
MKYOT Orientation 

April 7 & 8, 2018

Miss University of 
Kentucky/Wildcat 

Country 
January 21, 2018


