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This classic and beautiful picture of Wheal Coates, on Cornwall’s north coast between Porthtowan 
and St Agnes, taken by Tony Kent, of Truro, has been used on the flyer being sent to organisations 
and individuals worldwide to highlight the bi-centenary festival of John Harris in 2020. We are  
extremely grateful to Tony for allowing us to use this photograph. See page 3 for a picture of the 
complete flyer. 
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Annual general meeting – 18 February ’17  

Thirty four people, including descendants of William John Bennetts, attended the 
meeting and stayed for David Thomas‘ presentation of ‗The William John Ben-
netts Photographic Archive’ (covering the Camborne district in the Victorian pe-
riod). We are grateful to David and to those who provided and served the refresh-
ments as they concluded a very pleasant, interesting and informative afternoon. 

At the meeting, we welcomed three new members to the Society and I am de-
lighted to say that Mr Peter Bickford-Smith, of Chynhale, was appointed as our 
President for a four-year period which will give continuity through our 2020 Bi-
Centenary Festival. Further information about Peter is included later in this news-
letter. 

During the business meeting, thanks were expressed to Caroline Palmer for her 
maintenance of the Facebook page and to Diane Hodnett for keeping the website 
up to date. The fact that we are not a wealthy Society was shown by the financial 
statement that showed a balance at 31 December 2016 of £726.93. A separate bank 
account has been opened to handle the finances of the 2020 Festival.  

The officers and committee members were appointed as follows: 

PRESIDENT: Peter Bickford-Smith 
CHAIRMAN: Paul Langford   pandglangford@gmail.com       01209 213146 
VICE-CHAIRMAN: Eve Parsons  
SECRETARY: Tony Langford      tony46langford@gmail.com  01209 215918. 
TREASURER: Christine Cowls  01209 713863 
PRESS & PUBLICITY OFFICER:  Stephen Crossman  stephenc123@icloud.com   
01736 753912 
ADDITIONAL COMMITTEE MEMBERS: Caroline Palmer, Duncan Yeates, John 
Gillbard. 

This still leaves three vacancies on the committee, so if you feel this is a role 
for you, please get in touch. 
 

An appeal for help! 

As we haven‘t had a response to our previous requests, we appeal again for the 
name of anyone willing to help out when we stage exhibitions. Please pass your 
name to Tony (Langford), Christine or me. Contact details are given above.  The 
more volunteers, the easier it is for all concerned. 

Ideas of who could be approached in order to find venues for exhibitions, would 
also be valued. 
 

The John Harris Bi-Centenary Festival :  16 – 18 October 2020 

The above title was approved at the AGM and the budget sub-committee has met 
and set the budget at £5,000, for which sponsorship will be sought. We are delight-
ed that an application to the Camborne Literary Institute has brought a generous 
£150 to start off this fund. 

Again, if anyone has the name of someone (or an organisation) that could be ap-
proached to sponsor the event, please pass their details to our secretary, Tony at 
tony46langford@gmail.com  01209 215918.  

Tony Jasper, the principal organiser of the event, has invited anyone who wants 
to keep up-to-date with developments to pass their contact details to him at to-
ny.jasper@btinternet.com . The Alverton Hotel (Truro) will be the base for the fes-
tival with keynote speakers and things to interest everyone. Fliers – to be used as 
initial publicity for this event are being printed and will be widely distributed at 
home and abroad. 

mailto:pandglangford@gmail.com
mailto:tony46langford@gmail.com
mailto:stephen123@icloud.com
mailto:tony46langford@gmail.com
mailto:tony.jasper@btinternet.com
mailto:tony.jasper@btinternet.com
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Birthday Event – 14 October 2017  

Details will be circulated in due course but we are pleased to report that our speaker will be from The 
Charles Causley Trust as, this year, they celebrate the centenary of his birth.  

 
Summer Walk – Friday 30 June 2017  

Again to be led by David Thomas, we‘ll meet outside Camborne Community Centre in South Terrace 
at 6.30pm..  Please note the date in your diary! 

 
Change of email addresses 

Please note Tony (Langford‘s) and my new email addresses – as given on the opposite page, against 
our names. 

Have a great summer, everyone! 

Chairman’s ramblings continued     Paul Langford 

The flyer which is  

being sent to  

individuals and  

organisations, both 

in this country and 

abroad, to highlight 

the John Harris  

Bi-Centenary  

Festival in 2020.   

We are indebted  

to Tony Kent for 

allowing us  

to use his  

iconic photograph. 

2020  

flyer 
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P 
eter was born in April 
1947 at Trevarno, the 
fourth child of Michael 
and Joyce Bickford-

Smith. He was educated at 
Harrow School and the Royal 
Agricultural College Cirences-
ter. He went to London in 1968  
to train as a stockbroker and 
was offered a partnership in 
Foster & Braithwaite in 1974, 
but he did not accept it. 

Peter‘s father died in 1975 
and so he came back to Corn-
wall to run the Trevarno Es-
tate.  He successfully ran the 
500-acre farm until 1982, when he found that the 
agricultural industry was going through a period of 
change and so he let the farm to concentrate on his 
other business interests.  

In 1995, he found that the running of the estate 
was no longer profitable and so he decided to sell 
and move to Trelin, his current residence, which 
was built by his great grandfather in 1883.  The 
house and small holding was originally a slaughter 
house, with its associated rendering beam and 
blood pits, the latter being filled in in 2005.  It then 
became a dairyman‘s house and later a gamekeep-
er‘s house.  He modernised the house, improving 
the accommodation to suit present day require-
ments.  He lives there with his wife Karen and their 
two faithful yellow Labradors. 

In 1982, he started Trevarno Tentaprises, later to 
be rebranded as Trevarno Marquee & Event Hire. 
There are five full-time staff and several seasonal 
workers.  The emphasis is now more orientated to-
wards event hire with the company covering an 
area west from north and east Devon to the Isles of 
Scilly.  The business is based on the Nancegollan 
Industrial Estate which was formerly the 
Nancegollan Station on the Gwinear Road to Hel-
ston branchline which was axed by Dr Beeching. 

Peter‘s hobbies are primarily natural history 

with a propensity towards gar-
dening and ornithology.  Tre-
varno Gardens were one of the 
leading Cornish gardens with 
many specialist plants from the 
Himalayas and botanical gar-
dens.  When Peter inherited 
the estate, there were five full-
time gardeners.  On discussing 
the economies of the estate 
with his agent, he said he was 
not happy about having five 
gardeners, whereupon the 
agent said: ‗Oh are you going to 
increase it to ten!‘   
The garden, 26 acres, was even-

tually run by one person who even helped with the 
marquees in the summer months.  His interest in 
ornithology started at a young age and in the late 
‘70s he met Graham Hirons who was the pioneer of 
Woodcock research.  They worked together for five 
years in Cornwall and the Dukeries, Nottingham-
shire.  

Peter was a co-author of scientific papers pub-
lished in the acclaimed Birds of the Western Palearctic.  
In recent years, Peter has been on several bird-
watching trips with Tony Langford and increased 
his ‗Life List‘ considerably. 

Peter‘s mother was an enthusiastic charity 
worker dedicated to helping others, and he has in-
herited this compassion. His interests included the 
Game & Wildlife Conservancy Trust, of which he 
was county chairman for over 30 years, the British 
Red Cross which he joined as an appeals officer in 
1978, graduating to become president and chairman 
of the Western Region.   

He supported many local charities and was cir-
cuit treasurer to the Mounts Bay Methodist Circuit 
for 13 years.  He was also treasurer to Gwennap Pit, 
overseeing the World Heritage Site grant for im-
provements to the audio-visual aspects there. 

He has four grown up children and three grand-
children. 

Profile of our new president 

Peter Bickford-Smith 
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Extracts 
from the 
West Briton 
— life in 
Cornwall  
in the early 
19th  
century 

From  Cornish Notes and Queries, published by Cornish Telegraph 1906.  

PENZANCE MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS 1835 

The new council. 
It may be interesting to note that the first election at Penzance under The Corpo-
ration Reform Act (1835) took place in the concluding days of December 1835, 
and that the event caused considerable excitement. On the state of the poll be-
coming known, the following lines were circulated on the occupations of the per-
sons composing the new Council. 

Five bankers, two lawyers, and one auctioneer, 
A doctor, a latherer, a man of veneer. 
Lloyd‘s Agent, a grocer, a dealer in wine, 
A vendor of hardware, and a burner of lime. 
By trickery and canvas, by desert or by chance.  
Compose the new Council of the Town of Penzance. 

It would be interesting to know who were the five bankers. Alverton. 

 

From the West Briton: 

A COUNTERFEITER CAUGHT AT REDRUTH 

Cornwall Spring Assizes: James Cook was indicted for having in his possession 
certain false and counterfeit coin, well knowing the same to be false and counter-
feit… on some suspicion, the officers of justice went to his house (at Redruth) in 
the night, about nine o‘clock … on getting in, they found every species of instru-
ment and implement for coining, a crucible near the fire, and the metal in it of 
which base coin is made. They also found a mould of a sixpence, and some plaster 
of paris. They observed the prisoner in much agitation, endeavouring to reduce to 
powder with his feet some mould made of plaster of paris, which was rescued 
from him and found to be the mould of a sixpence. They also found some new 
spoons of the metal, for the purpose of melting down. The prisoner stated to the 
constables that he had no accomplice, but that he did it himself … there were two 
other indictments against the prisoner and he was sentenced to transportation 
for ten years.                                                                                                  30th March 1838 

 

PROFITABLE PATIENTS FROM DEVONSHIRE 

Mr Kendall then called the attention of the Magistrates to the Lunatic Asylum … 
we understand him to say that hitherto they had been reducing the charges of 
Asylum, and had been in hopes that they should still further reduce the charge 
from 6s. to 5s. 6d. for each patient (sent by the unions). But the committee that 
some improvement was desirable. They had considerable funds in hand, and de-
sirous of having an additional building erected for the accommodation of the bet-
ter class of patients. The present Asylum was calculated to accommodate 116 pa-
tients: there were now 121 in it. Now since the formation of the unions they were 
beginning to lose the profitable patients; that is, those who came from Devon-
shire and who paid half a guinea a week. In consequence of this the committee 
thought it desirable to build a house close by, at end of the Asylum. They would 
then have a residence for the governor and a convalescent ward, which was at 
present much wanted.                                                                                     6th April 1838 
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I t is pertinent 
that Peter Bick-

ford-Smith should be 
President of the John Har-
ris Society for his direct 
forebear, George Smith, 
played a key role in fostering 
the literary career of John Har-
ris. 

Born at Condurrow, near Camborne, in 1800, 
George Smith married Elizabeth Bickford, daugh-
ter of the William Bickford, the inventor of the 
miner‘s safety fuse.  

An astute businessman, George Smith was in-
strumental in building the fuse business and in-
volved in bringing the railway to Cornwall. A 
prominent Methodist, he was a local preacher. 
Apart from his business acumen, George Smith was 
a scholar and author, his many books including a 
three-volume History of Wesleyan Methodism. 

A poem by John Harris entitled The First Primrose 
appeared in a Wesleyan magazine and caught the 
eye of George Smith, who invited the poet to his 
home (Trevu) in Camborne. This was the first of 
many visits with George Smith encouraging the 
miner-poet in his writing and loaning him books. 

On one of these visits, Harris plucked up the 
courage to tell George Smith that he would like to 
publish some of his poems, but was unsure as to 
how to proceed.  

Smith paced up and down, deep in thought, be-
fore turning to the young poet and saying: ―John, 
copy some of your best pieces, and I will submit 
them to my friends and see what they say about it.‖ 

The responses were 
positive so George Smith 
wrote a prospectus, con-
tacted his friends inviting 
them to subscribe to a 
forthcoming book of poet-
ry by this talented work-
ing miner, and approached 
a London publisher. The 
result – Lays from the Mine, 
the Moor and the Mountain – 
was published in 1853 and 
was dedicated to George Smith. The book was well 
received by both the press and friends.  

George Smith oversaw the business side of the 
first seven of the poet‘s books (Harris published 16 
books of poetry plus an autobiography), devoting 
much time and effort. When Smith died in 1868, 
Harris sought help in this field from John Gill, of 
Penryn. 

Shortly after winning the Shakespeare Tercen-
tenary Prize in 1864, John Harris was invited to 
speak at the opening of the extended chapel and 
new schoolroom at Troon Wesleyan Methodist 
Chapel.  

Chairing the event was Captain Charles Thom-
as, manager of Dolcoath Mine and a forebear of 
Professor Charles Thomas, and one of the guests 
was George Smith.  

During his contribution, George Smith voiced 
an objection to recent newspaper reports in con-
nection with the Shakespeare Prize where the poet 
was referred to as John Harris of Falmouth. George 
Smith said: ―He‘s not John Harris of Falmouth. He 
is OUR John Harris, and we mean to keep him.‖ 

 

Tony Langford 

George Smith and John Harris 
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Treasurer’s notes 

Thank you to all members who have supported the 

society so loyally. The committee works hard on 

your behalf to promote the story of John Harris‘s 

life and works. None of us claim any expenses, but 

we do rely on your annual members hip fees of £6 

per person to pay the various costs of running the 

Society.  

The fees are due on January 1 each year, so if you 

have not already paid for this year, we‘d be grateful 

if you could either send me a cheque for £6 (payable 

to ―The John Harris Society‖) or pay by Pay-pal. 

The addresses for both are on the back of this 

newsletter. 

If you would prefer it, you could arrange to pay 

by standing order on January 1 each year, and if you 

ring me on 01209 713863, I will give you the Society 

bank details. 

 

Many thanks, 

Christine Cowls 

The Summer Walk, Friday, June 30th, 
2017 led by David Thomas.  

Meet outside Camborne Community  
Centre in South Terrace at 6.30pm.   

Visiting parts of central  
Camborne not covered on previous 

walks. Walkers are invited to donate  
£2 each. Come along for a relaxing  

and informative evening. 

Summer Walk 
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John  
Harris  
1820-1884 
 

J 
OHN HARRIS was born in 

1820 at Six Chimneys on Bo-

lenowe Carn, near Camborne, 

the eldest of  11 children. 

Largely self-educated — he started school when he 

was six or seven years old before finishing at the age of 

nine — John had an insatiable appetite for reading from 

his early years. On his ninth birthday he started work, 

briefly as a ploughboy, then for a tin-streamer, or — tin-

ner operating in Forest Moor. When he was 13, John 

went to work underground at Dolcoath. He was to ply 

this arduous occupation for 24 years, seeing the famous 

mine pass from copper to tin. 

Poetry, or verse-making as he called it, had been part 

of John‘s life since his first attempts at rhyme at school 

when he was just eight years old.  

Whatever he was doing, verses were forming in his 

mind and he scribbled these down whenever and wher-

ever and on whatever he could. He used the clean side of 

cast-off labelled tea wrappers, and when no paper was 

available would scratch his poems on slate, using a 

sharp pointed nail.  

In his mining days his miner‘s ‗hard‘ hat was some-

times used for this purpose. When no ink was available, 

he used blackberry juice. He fitted his writing into a 

busy life that, apart from his work and his family re-

sponsibilities, included being a Methodist lay preacher 

and a Sunday School teacher. 

John Harris left Dolcoath in 1857 to take up an ap-

pointment as a Scripture Reader at Falmouth, a post 

which he threw himself into with enthusiasm. He con-

tinued writing poetry, and began writing peace tracts 

and became a Quaker. 

John Harris died in 1884 and lies buried in Treslothan 

Churchyard. 

Tony Langford 

The John  
Harris Society 
This newsletter is published three times 

per year, by the John Harris Society, free 

to members. 

All articles for possible inclusion in  

future editions to:  

Press and Publicity Officer,  

Stephen Crossman,  

8 Rose-an-Grouse,  

Canonstown, Hayle, TR27 6JN.  

Phone: 01736 753912.  

E-mail: stephenc123@icloud.com 

 

Subscriptions  

(£6 GBP from 1st Jan. 2012) and  

other cheques to: 

Hon treasurer, Mrs Christine Cowls,  

‘Trematon’, 20 Westborne Road,  

Camborne, TR14 7JD.   

Phone: 01209 713863. 

Or by PayPal to:  

pandglangford@gmail.com 

 

Grateful thanks go to all those who have 

contributed news articles in the past and 

more articles from you, our readers, will 

be most welcome for possible inclusion in 

future editions — anything  

remotely connected with Cornwall, John 

Harris, poetry, including other poets and 

Cornish life. 

 

Website:  

www.johnharrissociety.org.uk 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/johnharrissociety 


