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The verses of the poem on the plaque in Gyllyngdune 
Gardens, in Falmouth, have inspired nine-year-old  
Edward Rushmore. Turn to Ramblings on page 2. 

Gyllyngdune 
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WHERE DID THE SUMMER GO? 

Why is it that as we get older, it seems that time goes faster?  I wonder whether that was true in 
John Harris‘ day?  When looking at skilled hand carved joinery, for example, of say just 100 years 
ago, we say ―Labour was cheap. The length of time it took didn‘t really matter as long as the out-
come was of good quality.‖   

Yet many of us would struggle today to do all that John Harris did in a day when his working 
hours made such physical demands on him.  To walk six miles a day to and from work would finish 
many of us who drive rather than walk!  

We wouldn‘t cope with working 12 hour days and then doing the farmwork and preparing the 
next sermon or composing another poem as he did!  On reflection, perhaps we should see the bene-
fit of exercise that must have had something to do with it.   

Have you any other ideas to share in the next newsletter? 

MEETINGS AND CORRESPONDENCE 

Various meetings and much correspondence have taken place regarding The John Harris Bi-
Centenary Festival and an update appears later in this newsletter.  Much work is going on behind 
the scenes by your officers and by Tony Jasper in order to provide a programme of interest to all. It 
is hoped that this event will push The John Harris Society to a new level in people‘s awareness 
both at home and abroad.  

I‘ve been able to impart information and publicise the 2020 event with the Rushmore family who 
were on holiday visiting relatives in Falmouth, when their nine-year-old son became intrigued by 
the three verses of Harris‘ poem ‗Gyllyngdune‘ that are inscribed in stone and located in Gyl-
lyngdune Gardens. The family has now received details of Harris‘ life and a copy of various poems. 
Edward was delighted to receive the whole seven verses of ‗Gyllyngdune‘ and intends committing 
them to memory!  Mr Rushmore was suitably impressed by Harris‘ poems ‗On the Death of my 
Daughter Lucretia‘ and ‗The Faces at The Pane‘, which are among my favourites, as they are so per-
sonal, expressive and heartfelt.  

Please continue to promote the 2020 event and request more flyers if you need them. 

NOVEMBER EXHIBITION 

The Federation of Old Cornwall Societies‘ Winter Festival took place (as a countywide event) at 
Redruth School on Saturday, 4 November, and we were invited to provide our exhibition. They 
specifically asked for relatives of the poet to read some of his poems.   
It was an excellent opportunity to distribute fliers for The John Harris Bi-Centenary Festival 
(2020). 

See page 4 for more information. 
 

AN APPEAL FOR HELP! 

As we haven‘t had a response to our previous requests, we appeal yet again for the name of anyone 
willing to help out when we stage exhibitions. Please pass your name to Tony (Langford), 
Christine or me at pandglangford@gmail.com or 01209 213146. Other contact details are given 
on the back cover.  The more volunteers, the easier it is for all concerned. 

Ideas of who could be approached in order to find venues for exhibitions would also be val-
ued. 

WALKS WITH MY DOG (MORE 4 AND CHANNEL 4 TV) 

Contact was made with your officers regarding the use of a part of John Harris’ Poem ‘Carn 
Brea’ during the filming of another series of Walks With My Dog in the Luxulyan Valley near 
Bodmin in late September. The extract will be read by actress Emilia Fox. 

 

A SINCERE “THANK YOU” ... 

… To Eleanor Bowell for the superb job done in cleaning and repainting the headstone on Harris‘ 
grave at Treslothan.  During a recent visit there, I was joined by a couple from Hayle – the lady hav-
ing used Harris‘ poems in her Degree course – and it was so good to be able to easily read the in-
scription. 

Kind regards to all – at home and abroad! 

 

mailto:pandglangford@gmail.com
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Tony Jasper — 2020  

festival administrator 
Introducing the administra-

tor of the John Harris Bicen-

tenary Festival 2020, Tony 

Jasper.  

He has a University back-

ground in London, Oxford 

and America — Washington 

DC. A Cornishman, he has 

had over 70 books published, 

and has written for countless 

magazines in music, theatre, 

religion and general history. 

He is a Methodist lay-

preacher and has many cred-

its in radio and television. A 

documentary on his life and 

work was screened nation-

wide by ITV and among the 

BBC credits is playing the 

somewhat wild and eccen-

tric, lovable Cornish charac-

ter Billy Bray. 

The Bicentenary Festival 

takes place on October 16-18, 

2020, based at The Alverton 

Hotel, Truro.  

Tony‘s contact details:  

tony.jasper@btinternet.com 

Address: Milsrof, Eglos Road, 

Ludgvan Churchtown,  

Penzance, Cornwall, TR20 

8GH. 

2020 Bicentenary Festival 

Preparations for the John Harris Bi-Centenary Festival in 
2020 are advancing.  Based at the historic Alverton Hotel in 
the picturesque city of Truro, the event aims to raise the pro-
file of John Harris and give him the recognition he deserves. 

Plans include talks, a panel of experts discussing the poetry 
of John Harris and his contribution to Cornish culture, and 
dinners with prominent guest speakers. And there will enter-
tainment in Cornish style.  All in the delightful surroundings 
of the acclaimed Alverton Hotel. 

There will be an opportunity to join a walking tour of  the 
city of Truro with its cobbled streets and imposing cathedral. 
A coach tour of John Harris country is also planned, taking in 
Falmouth, Penryn, Troon and Camborne with a traditional 
Cornish tea at Troon.  On the Sunday morning, a church ser-
vice is planned, focusing on John Harris and his faith. 

You may wish to stay at The Alverton Hotel for the duration 
of the conference. A Grade II listed building, previously a con-
vent, it shares the same architect as Truro Cathedral. If you 
chose this option you will need to book your accommodation 
direct with the hotel. Contact details are as follows – email: 
stay@thealverton.co.uk; tel: +44 (0) 1872 276633.  You may 
want to browse the website: www.thealverton.co.uk to see 
what the hotel has to offer. 

Staying at the hotel is an option but you may prefer to come 
each day, or for one day, or for half a day. Whatever suits you.  
We‘ll be delighted to see you. 

Details of the programme are in preparation. To register 
your interest, receive updates and for general enquiries re-
garding the festival please contact Tony Jasper – email: to-
ny.jasper@btinternet.com or write to him at Milsrof, Ludgvan 
Churchtown, Penzance, Cornwall TR20 8GH.  (See above). 

Putting on such an event requires money. If you have sug-
gestions of possible sponsors, please pass the name and con-
tact details to our secretary, Tony Langford, at tony46lang-
ford@gmail.com or on 01209 215918. 

Fliers, giving initial publicity for the festival, have been 
printed and are available from Tony Langford (contact details 
above). These need to be distributed as widely as possible.  

Despite only receiving a basic formal education, John Harris 
went on the publish 16 books of poetry plus an autobiog-
raphy, and, in 1864, won the Shakespeare Tercentenary Prize. 
Let‘s work together to produce a memorable celebration of 
his life and work. 

Tony Langford 

  

Preparations are advancing for celebration 

mailto:stay@thealverton.co.uk
http://www.thealverton.co.uk
mailto:tony.jasper@btinternet.com
mailto:tony.jasper@btinternet.com
mailto:tony46langford@gmail.com
mailto:tony46langford@gmail.com


JHS 

4 

 
 

Old Cornwall Winter Festival 2017 

A new venue for the John Harris Exhibition was the Old 

Cornwall Winter Festival at Redruth School on Saturday, 

November 4.  

Organised by the Federation of Old Cornwall Societies, it 

attracted over 200 people. 

The John Harris Society exhibition and stall attracted a 

steady flow of people all day and we distributed many leaf-

lets and 2020 Festival flyers as well as making some sales. 

Pasties were served at noon and this was followed by a 

parade of Old Cornwall Society banners and a Roll Call of 

Old Cornwall Societies.  

The afternoon brought entertainment from Four Lanes 

Male Choir and the Red River Singers. Chris Blount deliv-

ered a fascinating presentation of his career with the BBC 

that included many recordings of Cornish folk he had made 

over the years. 

There was also a short slot for the reading of some of the 

poems of John Harris. 

Redruth Old Cornwall Society, the hosts of the event, had 

requested the poems should be read by descendants of the 

Harris family so this fell to Paul Langford, Christine Cowls 

and Tony Langford.  

The event concluded with Four Lanes Male Choir and the 

Red River Singers leading the gathering in the singing of 

Trelawny. 

A worthwhile day. 

At the Winter Festival of the Federation of Old Cornwall Societies at Redruth School on November 4. From left,  

Caroline Palmer, Tony Langford, Christine Cowls and Paul Langford. 
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Extracts 
from the 
West Briton 
— life in 
Cornwall  
in the early 
19th  
century 

The smallest steam engine in the world 

We have been gratified with the sight of a model of a high pressure steam engine, 

beautifully executed in silver, by Mr John Michell, a working engineer, of 

Redruth, the cylinder and parallel motion of which stand within the circumfer-

ence of a fourpenny-piece. The cylinder (is) but one-tenth of an inch diameter, 

the whole machine weighing but the eighth of an ounce, and a teaspoon full of 

water sufficing to set the machinery working  (by crown wheel gear) with a force 

and velocity altogether amazing.                                                              23rd April 1841 

St Mawes for sale 

Highly important Freehold Properties, comprising the whole Town of St Mawes. 

The Manorial Rights, Anchorage, Metage, Bushelage, and Pierage Dues, Wrecks 

of the sea, &c, and eligible Building Land, Francis Fuller & Co., have the honour 

to announce that they have been instructed to sell by Auction, at Pearce‘s Hotel, 

Truro … the whole Town of St Mawes, containing about 60 Dwelling-houses, the 

Fountain Inn, the St Mawes Arms, commodious Fish-cellars, numerous Private 

Residences, and several Acres of every Building Land, extending to St Mawes 

Castle.                                                                                                                13th May 1842 

[St Mawes was one of ten ancient Cornish boroughs which was dis-franchised 

by the Parliamentary Reform Act of 1832. As far as its patron, the Marquis of 

Buckingham, was concerned, its period of usefulness was thus almost at an end, 

and more so after the Municipal Corporation Act of 1835 which was the corollary 

of the 1832 Act.] 

Aged ten and twelve 

Cornwall Easter Sessions. Simon Jury, 12, and Thomas Chapel, 10, were charged 

with having stolen a smelling bottle, six current cakes, a pound of raisins, and 

twenty walnuts, the property of Wm. Richards, of Camborne. It appeared that 

the two prisoners were seen by the wife of the prosecutor in her shop, on Satur-

day last, and on going out, the prosecutrix found the things in question taken … A 

conviction for felony at the last sessions was then proved against Jury. Jury— 

seven years transportation; Chapel— to be imprisoned till the rising of the court, 

be once privately whipped and then discharged.                                   7th April 1843 

Thirteen to a room 

Cornwall General Quarter  Sessions. Phillis Chapman, 33, was charged with 

keeping a disorderly house at St Columb Major. The evidence adduced merely 

went to show  that the prisoner kept a Mumper‘s Inn [that is,m for beggars] in 

which, on one occasion, as many as 13 people of both sexes had been sleeping in 

one room, but none of the witnesses gave testimony of the house being otherwise 

of a disorderly character.                                                                                 8th July 1842 
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THE BURIAL OF A POET 

―That was the grandest funeral that ever passed on 

earth; for no man heard the tramping or saw the 

train go forth‖ was said of the burial of Moses; and 

it was, in a great measure, true of that of John Har-

ris, the Cornish poet, who was placed in the earth 

of which he wrote so well at Treslothan on the 

10th inst. His life as well as his words will be long 

remembered. Those who would have attended so 

esteemed a parishioner‘s funeral complain that 

they were entirely unaware where and when John 

Harris was to be laid to rest in his last resting 

place. A few respectable people from Troon at-

tended.  He was buried in the family plot, just op-

posite the Pendarves mausoleum. 

The Cornishman.  Thursday January 24th, 1884. 

FUNERAL OF THE CORNISH POET 

The remains of the late Mr. John Harris, the Cornish 

poet, was conveyed on Thursday to Treslothan 

churchyard, near Camborne.  The mourners left the 

deceased residence in Killigrew Terrace, Falmouth, 

and proceeded by way of Redruth and Camborne.  

The coffin was of polished Dantzig oak, and bore a 

plate which simply recorded the poet‘s name and age.  

On the coffin were two wreaths.  The mourners were 

Mrs. Harris, his widow; Mr. H. Harris and Mr. A Har-

ris, his sons; Mr. Mark Harris, his brother, and Mrs. 

Harris; Mrs. Trevithick, his sister; and the following 

other relatives and friends: - Mr. and Mrs. E. Prideaux;  

Mrs. Dymond; Mrs. Prideaux; Mr. and Mrs. T. Carter; 

Mrs. W. Rule; the Rev. C.E. Gardner, who represented Falmouth Scriptural Readers Society, with 

which the late Mr. Harris was connected for many years; Mr. T. Gill (Penryn); Mrs. N Barn; Mr. P.H. 

Earle; and Mr. W.H. Moss, resident Scripture reader.  The service was held in Treslothan Church, the 

vicar, the Rev. G.T. Bell, officiating.  Treslothan was the deceased‘s native place, and his mother and 

daughter are buried there.  The arrangements were ably carried out by Mr. John Roberts, undertaker, 

Falmouth. 

The Cornish Telegraph. Saturday, January 12th, 1884. 

Below are reports from two newspapers 

of the funeral of John Harris in 1884. 

They were submitted by Society member 

Diane Hodnett. 

The funeral of John Harris in 1884 
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Treasurer’s notes 
Thank you to all members who have supported the 

society so loyally. The committee works hard on 

your behalf to promote the story of John Harris‘s 

life and works. None of us claim any expenses, but 

we do rely on your annual membership fees of £6 

per person to pay the various costs of running the 

Society.  

The fees are due on January 1 each year, so if you 

have not already paid for this year, we‘d be grateful 

if you could either send me a cheque for £6 (payable 

to ―The John Harris Society‖) or pay by Pay-pal. 

The addresses for both are on the back of this 

newsletter. 

If you would prefer it, you could arrange to pay 

by standing order on January 1 each year, and if you 

ring me on 01209 713863, I will give you the Society 

bank details. 

Many thanks, 

Christine Cowls 

Does anyone recognise all the people in this photograph? It was submitted by Chris Sawle, of Camborne, who has 

some relatives pictured. From left, Reggie Penaluna or Bolitho (?), Jack Sawle, Hedley ‘Doc’ Sawle, Janie Sawle, 

with the haycarts at Bolenowe Carn Moor, looking towards Forest, at harvest time in 1937 or 1938.  If you know 

any of these people in this picture, please contact Stephen Crossman at stephenc123@icloud.com . 

Bolenowe Carn Moor at harvest time, circa 1937 



JHS 

8 

 
 

John  
Harris  
1820-1884 
 

J 
OHN HARRIS was born in 

1820 at Six Chimneys on Bo-

lenowe Carn, near Camborne, 

the eldest of  11 children. 

Largely self-educated — he started school when he 

was six or seven years old before finishing at the age of 

nine — John had an insatiable appetite for reading from 

his early years. On his ninth birthday he started work, 

briefly as a ploughboy, then for a tin-streamer, or — tin-

ner operating in Forest Moor. When he was 13, John 

went to work underground at Dolcoath. He was to ply 

this arduous occupation for 24 years, seeing the famous 

mine pass from copper to tin. 

Poetry, or verse-making as he called it, had been part 

of John‘s life since his first attempts at rhyme at school 

when he was just eight years old.  

Whatever he was doing, verses were forming in his 

mind and he scribbled these down whenever and wher-

ever and on whatever he could. He used the clean side of 

cast-off labelled tea wrappers, and when no paper was 

available would scratch his poems on slate, using a 

sharp pointed nail.  

In his mining days his miner‘s ‗hard‘ hat was some-

times used for this purpose. When no ink was available, 

he used blackberry juice. He fitted his writing into a 

busy life that, apart from his work and his family re-

sponsibilities, included being a Methodist lay preacher 

and a Sunday School teacher. 

John Harris left Dolcoath in 1857 to take up an ap-

pointment as a Scripture Reader at Falmouth, a post 

which he threw himself into with enthusiasm. He con-

tinued writing poetry, and began writing peace tracts 

and became a Quaker. 

John Harris died in 1884 and lies buried in Treslothan 

Churchyard. 

Tony Langford 

The John  
Harris Society 
This newsletter is published three times 

per year, by the John Harris Society, free 

to members. 

All articles for possible inclusion in  

future editions to:  

Press and Publicity Officer,  

Stephen Crossman,  

8 Rose-an-Grouse,  

Canonstown, Hayle, TR27 6JN.  

Phone: 01736 753912.  

E-mail: stephenc123@icloud.com 

 

Subscriptions  

(£6 GBP from 1st Jan. 2012) and  

other cheques to: 

Hon treasurer, Mrs Christine Cowls,  

‘Trematon’, 20 Westborne Road,  

Camborne, TR14 7JD.   

Phone: 01209 713863. 

Or by PayPal to:  

pandglangford@gmail.com 

 

Grateful thanks go to all those who have 

contributed news articles in the past and 

more articles from you, our readers, will 

be most welcome for possible inclusion in 

future editions — anything  

remotely connected with Cornwall, John 

Harris, poetry, including other poets and 

Cornish life. 

 

Website:  

www.johnharrissociety.org.uk 

Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/johnharrissociety 


