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The front entry of Roy Polatchek’s 
home in Lakeside, Montana reflects 
the artistry and craftsmanship con-
tained within.  Black steel beams 
tower from rock piers, contrasting 
and framing the 10-foot tall, 4-inch 
thick front door. The massive door, 
made from 70-year old cherry vats, 
swings open on a pivot instead of 
traditional hinges.  The outside is 
rustic; rough and unstained, while 
the inside is smooth and red from 
maraschino dye. The home is a study 
in contrast and continuity utilizing 
organic and inorganic materials, 
rough and smooth surfaces, large 
and small spaces, bright and muted 
colors, reclaimed and new materi-
als.  This 14,500 square foot western 
contemporary home harmonizes 
modern materials, conveniences and 
concepts with traditional elements.  

Stepping inside to the great room, a 
bank of sliding glass panels disap-
pear into three stone walls, opening 
up the interior to a sprawling cov-
ered deck and panoramic views of 
Flathead Lake and the Swan Moun-
tain range, effectively blurring the 
line between “inside” and “out”. This 
view, along with the rock avalanche 
fireplace “tumbling” from ceiling to 
floor elicits exactly the “wow” fac-
tor Roy Polatchek was striving for. 
Mason Doug Eckerson used 20 tons 
of locally quarried rock to create the 
massive sculpture.  “His talent and 
patience are extraordinary”, attests 
contractor Orlan Sorensen of Land-
mark Builders. As an architectural 
designer and builder, Orlan displays 
great talent of his own.  

Orlan had built a home for a friend 
of Roy’s nearby. While visiting, Roy 
came to love the area; un-crowded 
Flathead Lake, beautiful Glacier 
Park, culture and dining in the Flat-
head Valley, the friendly people he 
met at every turn and his friend’s 
home.  When his friend declined to 
part with his own home, Roy and 
his late wife, Yvonne, set out to build 
their own.  Their friend not only rec-
ommended Orlan but also a piece of 
property with 550 feet of frontage 
on Flathead Lake.  The Polatcheks 
took his advice on both accounts.  

Orlan began designing the home 
around the Polatcheks’ desire for a 
contemporary residence that fit into 
the Montana landscape.  They want-
ed a large great room around which 
small entertainment stations would 
radiate.  “It was rewarding to have 
free reign to come up with ideas 
and express them in design.  It was 
so beautiful.” says Orlan who spent 
months designing the home to best 
utilize and showcase the property 
and views as well as reflect the per-
sonalities and lifestyle of his clients. 
In preparing the site, Orlan buried a 
10,000 gallon water tank at one end 
of the property for fire suppression.  
To balance it out he added a hill at 
the opposite end and planted a small 
orchard, which added depth to the 
property as well as provide a screen 
from neighboring homes.  The house 
is nestled in the middle, tucked into 
the slope.

As the project progressed, Yvonne 
liked the look of structural 
materials, which led to more ex-
posed steel beams. Because of the 
area’s railroad history, Orlan 
emulated trestles in the web of 
steel beams over the great room 
by encasing some of them in re-
claimed wood. The reclaimed 
material used throughout the 
house came from the old Bon-
ner mill outside of Missoula and 
from a 90-year old school house 
in Oregon that was one used to 
house military blimps during the 
war.  Birch bark from Russia cov-
ers the walls in one guest bath.  
Ipe decks skirt the home’s lake-
side upper level. 

The use of a variety of new and re-
claimed wood is a tribute to Roy’s 
nearly 30-year career in the wood 
products industry.  “Some of the re-
claimed wood we used in the home is 
24 feet long and 12-14 inches wide.  
You just can’t buy that new anymore.  
The most respectful thing we can do 
is keep re-using it,” says Roy.  In an-
other tribute to the past, Roy, with 
the help of interior designer, Sue 
White-Heinz of White Design and 
Morgan Slauson, created a “turn-of-
the-century” theater. Complete with 
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abridged balcony, velvet drapes, brass rail-
ings and walnut accents, the theater also 
boasts the latest audio/visual technology. 
The home itself is a testimony to modern 
technology.  Two programmers worked full 
time for two years to design, install, pro-
gram, and fine-tune the home’s computer 
system that controls everything from light-
ing, heating, and window blinds to security 
and sound.

Throughout the home, small intimate spac-
es offset open areas. Varied ceiling heights 
and building materials add depth and tex-
ture to the overall design.  “I am thrilled 
how it all came out”, says Orlan.  “We were 
able to design and build as we went along, 
allowing us to incorporate new ideas as the 
project evolved.”  Yvonne worked closely 
with Sue, staying involved in every intri-
cate detail.  “I can’t say enough about Sue. 
She knew what we wanted,” says Roy. As 
far as Orlan’s workmanship and design, 
“nothing was missed.”  

“There’s not a thing in it I would change”, 
says Roy of his home.  Sitting at the fire pit 
by the lake at dusk, this home is indeed 
quietly spectacular.



Pg. 44-45 Top left to right; See-thru entry-steel beams frame the 10 foot tall front door which opens to a view of Flathead 
Lake and the surrounding mountains. -The great room features receding glass wall panels and a cascading “avalanche” fire-
place.  -A lot of marshmallows have been toasted here”, says owner Roy of the fire pit in front of his home.  Joe Martinson of 
Lifetime Paving Systems created this jutting fire ring and patio area at the edge of the lake. -Lakeside living at its best with 
a gently sloping lawn, plenty of trees including a small orchard, two docks, and views, views, views! -Inside Out-Receding 
wall panels clear the way for fresh air, views, and more space. -Small windows frame the headboard in the guest bedroom.  
Privacy is not an issue with motorized shades and drapes. 

Pg. 46 This “room” with a view brings the indoors out.  The outdoor kitchen features a fireplace, TV, dining area, grill and 
bar.  The wooden box behind the sofa is a large cooler. -Old meets new in this “Old West” inspired theater. -A granite sink 
sits atop a black-stained free form juniper base.  The walls are covered in hot rolled mild steel with a gun bluing finish.  
This use of organic and inorganic, natural and man-made materials is carried throughout the home.  Above -A cook’s dream 
kitchen-state of the art appliances, ample stained concrete counter tops, rich red cabinets and plenty of natural light. 


