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Contemporary style adds the wow factor to a summer home.

Montana Modern
Photos by Heidi Long

Hand-stacked to resemble a land-
slide, a stunning fireplace creates 
a unique focal point for the great 
room. Exposed steel and contem-
porary lighting break the mold of 
the traditional Western home.  
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The search for a summer vacation 
destination led Roy Polatchek of 
southern California to the quiet 

of Montana’s secluded Flathead Lake, 
where he found the perfect setting for a 
contemporary Western getaway. 

Polatchek, owner of the plywood-
import company Liberty Woods, worked 
plenty of wood into his retreat, but ac-
cented the home with steel, stone and 
other materials. Much of the wood in the 
home could tell tales of past life. “The 
doors are made of old cherry vats,” Po-
latchek explains. Stains and scars give the 
wood character. The wood flooring was 
salvaged from a century-old schoolhouse 
in Washington. The base of the powder 
room’s sink is a section of a tree that grew 
on the property. These vintage treasures, 
along with Polatchek’s Western artwork 

and collection of antique Navajo rugs, un-
derscore the home’s Western roots. 

Steel was added to the mix for its mod-
ern feel. “The builder and I introduced the 
use of exposed steel I-beams and trusses 
to emphasize the structural integrity of 
the home and give it impact,” says interior 
designer Sue White. The steel was fin-
ished to a soft patina to create interesting 
depth. White, along with Orlan Sorenson 
of Landmark Builders, worked to translate 
Polatchek’s vision into a 14,000-square-
foot stunner.

Part of the home’s contemporary 
flair comes through its masonry — in the 
walls and exterior finishes, but particu-
larly in the great room’s massive fireplace. 
“I wanted something special,” Polatchek 
says. “It’s made to look like an avalanche 
or a rock slide.” Rocks, anchored in place 

ABOVE: Stone piers tie this grand 
lakeside home to its site: five acres 
of wooded property on the shores 

of Flathead Lake.  

OPPOSITE: A long window seat 
transforms the casual dining spot 

into a place to revel in the views of 
lake and mountains.
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from behind, appear to tumble down 
the face of the hearth. In all, the mason 
used 20 tons of rock in the one-of-a-kind 
monolithic fireplace surround.

In warm weather, wide pocket doors 
in the great room slide out of the way, 
opening the room to the outdoors, and 
spectacular views of the lakeshore, the 
boat docks and Glacier National Park in 
the distance. Outdoor living areas pro-
vide plenty of room for Polatchek and his 

guests to enjoy the long days of summer.  
Entertaining space was one of the ameni-
ties Polatchek and his wife, Yvonne, who 
recently passed away, wanted in the home.  

“They wanted a comfortable home 
with lots of color and impact,” Sue White 
recalls. “They requested a big ‘wow fac-
tor’ when you first walk in.” Beyond first 
impressions, the home offers relaxed liv-
ing spaces filled with comfortable seating 
areas replete with panoramic views. For a 

bit of whimsy, Polatchek created a media 
room that resembles a Victorian theater 
of the Old West — complete with red 
curtains, brass accents and a balcony.    

From the exterior, varied rooflines 
make the house fit right in to its 5-acre, 
forested setting. Polatchek had consid-
ered building on Lake Tahoe or Idaho’s 
Coeur d’Alene Lake. Now he’s certain 
that Montana was the perfect choice for 
his dream summer home.   

ABOVE: A distinctive fire-
place anchors the family 

room, which opens to the 
kitchen and the outdoor 

living area. The fireplace’s 
cold-rolled steel with 

hand-wrought “studs” was 
meticulously fabricated by 

Norse Swanson. RIGHT:  An 
oversized island topped with 
granite takes center stage in 

the kitchen. The home’s wood 
flooring was salvaged from a 

century-old schoolhouse.
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THIS PHOTO: Touchable textures 
enliven the master suite — from the 
luxurious bedding to the plush car-

peting, from the leather armchairs to 
the rough stone fireplace. Still,  noth-

ing detracts from the commanding 
view beyond the private balcony. 

RIGHT: The master bath’s cabinetry 
makes a statement in dark, wire-

brushed oak. The Polatcheks chose 
a light-colored Caesarstone for 

the vanity countertop.  
BOTTOM RIGHT:  Rough and smooth 
meet in the shower enclosure. Glass 
tiles echo the translucence of water. 

Local flagstone was used for much 
of the room’s flooring. 
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ABOVE: Just off the family room, the 
home’s gracious outdoor areas include 
an outdoor dining room, kitchen and bar. 

LEFT: Glass panels take the place of tra-
ditional deck railings, keeping the view 
uninterrupted. All-weather wicker furni-
ture provides a comfy spot for soaking 
up the scenery. 

OPPOSITE: A vintage red-lacquered 
Chinese table finds new life as a pow-
der room vanity, topped with a copper 
sink. The mirror above is framed with 
burnished copper.
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