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A Montana property makes a lasting impression.

Love at First Site
Photos by Heidi Long

Creating a new home that looks as 
though it has stood the test of time 
was the goal for Bill and Valerie 
Goodwin. Their builder and archi-
tect worked hard to save existing 
trees on the property during con-
struction. 
OPPOSITE: Rough stone and wood 
with the patina of age mark the 
home’s front entry.  
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ABOVE: Architect Frank 
Neely studied how sunlight 
fell on the property to help 
him design beautifully sun-
drenched spaces in the 
home. 

LEFT: Wood all around 
in the great room echoes 
the feel of the forest just 
outside the windows. The 
stone chimney adds con-
trasting color and texture. 

The instant Valerie Goodwin set 
foot on the property in Big-
fork, Montana, she knew it was 

the place for her and her husband Bill to 
spend their retirement. “I felt more at 
home standing there in the woods than 
I’d ever felt anywhere else in my life,” 
Valerie recalls.

The couple purchased the prop-
erty—80 acres of heavily forested land 

surrounded by protected wilderness — 
on the spot. Then they began the slow 
process of making it theirs. 

They commissioned Atlanta architect 
Frank Neely to build a barn that would 
serve as a garage and guest house. “It was 
a test,” Valerie says. If an architect could 
make that building work, the Goodwins 
would trust him to bring their dreams of 
a larger home on the site to reality. 

Neely remembers the Goodwins 
clearly describing their vision of a warm 
Western home to share with friends and 
extended family. “They wanted it to 
evoke the feeling that families had been 
there before,” he says. The house should 
look as if it had been standing for gen-
erations. To achieve that goal, Neely de-
signed a home that nestles into the site, 
anchored by rustic exterior fi nishes on 
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the lower levels and more fi nished materials on 
the top story. Along with Jon Marinaccio from 
Landmark Builders, Neely worked to save ex-
isting trees on the property during construc-
tion.

But before work could begin, Neely care-
fully studied the property to determine the best 
views and examined computer models showing 
how sunlight moves across the site. “His use of 
light is amazing,” Valerie says. “He does light 
studies to place windows so that they will bring 
in a shaft of sunlight at a certain time of day.” 

Instead of the kitchen, the dining room be-
came the hub in Neely’s design; a perfect choice 

TOP LEFT: Rough-hewn wood 
and stone near the base of the 
home give way to more refined 
materials on the exterior of the 
upper story.  

LEFT: The site’s pond looks out 
over a saddle in the Montana 
mountains. 

ABOVE: Even the tub in the mas-
ter bath offers a view of the sur-
rounding woods. 

FAR RIGHT: Light-colored walls 
play off the dark wood beams and 
ceiling in the master bedroom.

024-031_DHS_SUM12_goodwin.indd   28-29024-031_DHS_SUM12_goodwin.indd   28-29 6/22/12   1:30 PM6/22/12   1:30 PM



30   DREAM HOME SHOWCASE SPRING/SUMMER 2012   dreamhomeshowcasemag.com dreamhomeshowcasemag.com   DREAM HOME SHOWCASE SPRING/SUMMER 2012   31

404-817-0807
www.neelydesign.com

email: frankneely@gmail.com

Main Level

Upper Level

for a home that frequently hosts 
groups of visitors. From the cozy, 
intricately detailed front entry, vis-
itors walk into the welcoming din-
ing room and then see the soaring 
great room with its jaw-dropping 
views.   

The Goodwins aimed for a Eu-
ropean, rustic feel for the home, 
not a typical Western cowboy-
themed spread. With dark stained 
woodwork and beams overhead, 
the great room evokes the feeling 
of sitting in the forest.  

And the forest is exactly where 
Valerie and Bill want to be. In At-
lanta, where they spent much of 
their adult lives raising four chil-
dren, Valerie recalls being sur-
rounded by concrete, asphalt and 
traffi  c. Montana off ers a welcome 
change of pace. “We all crave these 
beautiful places,” Valerie says. She 
and Bill are thrilled to enjoy their 
mountain home daily, not just on 
an occasional vacation. 

“I’m happiest when I have a 
golf club, fl y rod or chain saw in my 
hands,” Bill says. With 80 acres, 
there is plenty of work to be done 
on their land. Valerie hikes and en-
joys helping Bill outdoors. 

“When you’re there, you know 
it’s a special place,” Neely says. “It’s 
an amazingly tranquil place to be.” 

Naturally shed elk antlers, 
gathered over the course 
of years by one of the build-
ing crew members and his 
father, were used to cre-
ate distinctive railings all 
around the home’s deck. 
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