
Mecosta County  
Community Foundation 

GIVING TOGETHER TO ENHANCE OUR COMMUNITY





1

DEAR FRIENDS

Mecosta County is a great place to live. We experience 
wonderful advantages at all stages of life—enjoying 
happy childhoods, pursuing educational goals at Ferris 
State, raising families, or enjoying retirement. Having 
lived here all our lives, my husband John and I are doing 
our best to ensure that our daughters have experiences 
that they will cherish. And although we enjoy traveling, I 
anticipate that we will stay here in our retirement years. 
Mecosta County is home to our family.

Residents and visitors to our community enjoy access 
to diverse recreational opportunities including our 
excellent parks system, a variety of cultural events 
and activities, outstanding elementary and secondary 
schools, Ferris State University, and comprehensive 
local healthcare. We have a vibrant and growing 
business and industrial environment that is attracting 
new businesses, professionals, and developers.  

I’m grateful for the opportunity to help our community 
become even stronger through my service to Mecosta 
County Community Foundation. The recently conducted 

Community Needs and Opportunities assessment (see 
page 3) is helping us determine the direction of our 
efforts. The Community Foundation Board of Trustees 
responded to the study by establishing an endowment 
fund with the purpose of generating resources to 
address community needs. These earnings will enable 
the Community Foundation to fund requests for 
assistance that help our residents and our community. 
We encourage everyone to join us in supporting this 
new option for community assistance.

Please consider how you would like to help build the 
best living and working environment for residents of 
and visitors to Mecosta County. The board of Mecosta 
County Community Foundation welcomes your ideas 
and suggestions. Together, we can help Mecosta County 
continue to grow and be a wonderful place to live.

With best wishes,

Stacy Chaput, Chair 
Mecosta County Community Foundation
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CONNECTING WITH OUR COMMUNITY

Community needs and opportunities: a conversation opener

What is it like living in Mecosta County? What 
opportunities and challenges face us as we forge a 
future together? What resources can we tap to move our 
community ahead?

These thought-provoking questions were examined 
in community forums conducted by Mecosta County 
Community Foundation. County residents were 
invited to consider the findings of a study conducted 
by the Aspen Institute Community Strategies Group. 
Information was collected from surveys completed by 
county residents and then analyzed to draw conclusions 
and identify trends about our permanent and seasonal 
residents, our community strengths and weaknesses, 

how residents live and spend their time, and the status 
of our economy and labor force. The data provided a 
general overview of Mecosta County’s people, the place, 
and its economy.

The study, coupled with the thoughts and opinions  
of participants in the community forums, will  
help guide the future work of Mecosta County 
Community Foundation. 

For more information or for a copy of the study,  
contact Foundation Manager Maria E. Gonzalez at  
mgonzalez@facommunityfoundation.org.
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A SAMPLE OF STUDY FINDINGS

What resources can Mecosta County tap to support 
community betterment?

In the next 10 years, $532 million will transfer between 
generations in Mecosta County. If residents gave  
5 percent to the Community Foundation and created 
endowments or contributed to existing endowments, 
investment earnings would provide $13 million to 
support community needs.

What do we think about Mecosta County?

According to 46 percent of respondents, the people 
within the communities and the character of the 
communities were its best assets.

Who is living in Mecosta County?

Mecosta County experiences a higher rate of migration 
due to the presence a college town. There is a large 
amount of college-age students who come each fall 
and typically leave after they graduate. This creates an 
abnormal migration cycle for the county. The 40-54 and 
65+ age cohorts display growth. The 25-39 age cohort is 
showing signs of growth.

How are Mecosta County’s people doing? 
About 70 percent of households in Mecosta County 
claim labor earnings, 38 percent claim Social Security, 
27 percent claim some other form of retirement 
income, 7 percent claim Supplemental Security Income, 
and only 3 percent claim public assistance.

How is Mecosta County’s economy doing?

Government, including education, is the largest 
employer in the county followed by retail trade, 
manufacturing, tourism-related accommodations,  
and food service.

How is Mecosta County, the place, doing?

This region of Michigan is home to a wonderful mix of 
natural resources including rivers, lakes, and forests. 
Large numbers of visitors take up residence in seasonal 
homes, greatly expanding the county’s population base 
and economic activity.
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COMMITMENT TO COMMUNITY

Do you remember the first Match Day? In 2010, 
steadfast volunteers spent the night standing in line 
at the Holiday Inn lobby to reserve their organization’s 
spot in our county’s first-ever Match Day. And if 
you were in line that night, you know that Mecosta 
County can boast that it is home to some extremely 
committed volunteers. Standing in that line is just one 
of the many ways that Mecosta County residents have 
demonstrated unwavering dedication to the missions of 
their organizations. 

These days, working together as a community to help 
strengthen and support local organizations continues 
to be a part of the first week of November in Mecosta 
County. Event organizers continually seek ways to make 

the occasion a meaningful experience for donors and 
for local nonprofit organizations.   

The total investment over seven years has been 
huge—resulting in $4,809,909 raised for local nonprofit 
organizations. This represents thoughtful generosity 
from the members of our community who choose this 
day to make their gifts in support of the nonprofits 
that address their interests. It also is a tangible 
demonstration of the commitment of nonprofit 
volunteers and employees to share their  
organizations’ missions and the impact their work has 
in our community.

This year’s Community Giving Day is on its way. Mark 
your calendar for November 2, 2017.
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HELPING OUR COMMUNITY THROUGH GRANTS

What do peanut butter and jelly, World War II veteran 
honor flights, school supplies, Riverwalk improvements, 
and food truck delivery fees all have in common? These 
items were some of the funding requests submitted to 
the Community Foundation for its consideration.

Have you wondered how Mecosta County Community 
Foundation administers its grant process? The 
Community Foundation offers nonprofit organizations 
the opportunity to submit funding requests twice 
annually. These requests are reviewed by the grants 
committee, which is led by Scott Hill-Kennedy and 
includes trustees Matt Currie, Mike Mohnke, and 
Kim VonKronenberger, volunteers Patsy Eisler, Isabel 
Kempton, and Glen Pepper as well as the Mecosta 
County Youth Advisory Committee (MCYAC). As the 
requests for support typically exceed the funding 
available, the committee members do their best to 
award the funds in ways that will have the most impact 
in our community.

In October, the Community Foundation received 
requests from 12 community organizations totaling 

$74,018. The grants committee recommended support 
of the requests submitted by Artworks of Big Rapids, 
Muskegon River Watershed Assembly, Our Brother’s 
Keeper Shelter, and Project Starburst. MCYAC awarded 
funding to Angels of Action, Eagle Village, and the Ronald 
McDonald House of Western Michigan. Both groups 
selected the Barryton Mobile Food Pantry for funding. 
Funds awarded in the fall of 2016 totaled $15,779.

The second call for grant requests resulted in 16 general 
grant requests and three mini-grant requests totaling 
$93,816. Angels of Action, Artworks of Big Rapids, 
Community Mental Health for Central Michigan, Eagle 
Village, Mid-Michigan Honor Flight, Organizers for Youth, 
Salvation Army, Spectrum Health Foundation Big Rapids 
and Reed City hospitals, St. Peter’s Lutheran School, 
and Tuba Bach received support for requests totaling 
$47,170. Included in this total is $28,900 funded by the 
Riverwalk Endowment, demonstrating the vital role that 
endowments play in supporting community projects.
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LEAVING A LEGACY

How to create an endowment at Mecosta County Community Foundation

We all want to believe that the world is a better place 
due to something that we have done in our lifetimes. 
Additionally, just as we are all unique, the impact that 
we have on our community is distinct and personal. 
Mecosta County Community Foundation offers you the 
opportunity to help people in our community today 
and into the future. Consider creating an endowment to 
support an interest or passion that is important to you.

Did you receive a scholarship that helped you attain 
your educational goals? You could create a similar 
source of assistance for generations of students. Name 
the fund after yourself or consider honoring a family 
member, someone that has been important in your 
life, or your favorite teacher. You decide the criteria for 
selection. You have the satisfaction of knowing that 
every year you will be lending a hand to someone in the 
same way that a scholarship helped you.

Is there a local organization that you believe is vital 
to our community’s residents? You can create an 

endowment that generates annual support for this 
organization to help them continue to do their work. 
Many opportunities in creating an endowment fund are 
available to you.

Do you see something that is needed in our community? 
Here is your chance to fill that void by creating a funding 
source to address an unmet need.

Making a gift to an existing endowment is also an 
option. Review the listing of endowments at  
www.mecostagives.com and decide if this is the best way 
for you to help.

Need more information about endowments? Please 
contact Foundation Manager Maria E. Gonzalez at 
mgonzalez@facommunityfoundation.org to learn how you 
can make a lasting and meaningful difference in our 
community.
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THE VALUE OF ENDOWMENTS

Endowment funds at the Community Foundation offer 
benefits to donors and our community. An endowment 
is a fund established to support a designated purpose 
in perpetuity. Gifts to an endowment are never fully 
expended. Funds may be added to an endowment at 
any time and through estate giving. Endowments may 
be made as memorial or honorary gifts.

Endowment contributions—those that create new 
funds and those that add to existing funds—provide 
many benefits to donors:

• Perpetuates a donor’s values and 
priorities. Creating or adding to an endowment 
for a designated purpose enables a donor to 
carry out expressed wishes. 

• Creates a lasting legacy. Because an 
endowment gift is invested permanently, it can 
serve as an enduring tribute to the donor and 
extend the donor’s values for generations. 

• Makes a significant investment in the 
future. Many donors make larger endowment 
gifts—often through estate plans—than they 

dreamed were possible. Endowment gifts are 
sometimes the donor’s last and largest gifts to 
the organizations they value most. 

• Endows annual gifts. An endowment gift 
offers donors the ability to continue the support 
provided by their annual gifts. This feature 
appeals to donors who have consistently 
supported the Community Foundation.  

• Allows funding options. Some donors do not 
want to gift assets during their lifetimes but 
would like to experience the benefits of their 
planned gift. They establish endowment gifts 
through their estate plan and then make annual 
gifts that represent the amount that will be 
distributed from the endowment. This option 
enables donors to “test drive” their endowment 
and verify that it will function as they have 
planned.

• Permits additions. The donor, or the donor’s 
friends and family, can make a gift to an 
endowment. It is a helpful option, especially for 
family members who wish to make meaningful 
gifts to people who have enough “stuff.”
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NEW ENDOWMENTS TO SUPPORT  
OUR COMMUNITY

Thank you to the donors who established endowments this year at Mecosta County Community Foundation. We 
are grateful for your generosity and for your vision in investing in the future of our community.

Babb Ford and Horan Family Fund for St. Mary’s 
Catholic School
This endowment will provide support to St. Mary’s 
Catholic School in Big Rapids.

Jerome A. Conrad Family Scholarship
Established by Dr. Jerome and Rita Conrad to provide 
scholarships for students who have a realistic career 
goal, a plan to achieve the goal, and who have 
participated in community and volunteer service. 
Preference is given to students planning on entering a 
teaching field and attending Aquinas College.

Cindy and Karl Linebaugh Family Community 
Needs Fund
Established by the Linebaughs to support and assist the 
Community Foundation in meeting the charitable needs 
of Mecosta County residents. 

Mecosta County Community Foundation Board of 
Trustees Charitable Fund
The current Board of Trustees established this fund 
to demonstrate their commitment to the Community 
Foundation and to provide a source of funding to meet 
the needs in Mecosta County.
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SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Congratulations to the students who received scholarships from funds held at Mecosta 
County Community Foundation.

Scott D. Anderson Scholarship
Ty Lattimore, Ferris State University 
Paige Lintemuth, Morley Stanwood High School 
Tyler White, Ferris State University

Babb Ford Scholarship
Kiara Cushway, Big Rapids High School

Barry Barratt Scholarship
Rebecca Herzog, Big Rapids High School

Harold Boerma Eagle Scout Scholarship
Mitchell Chapman, Big Rapids High School

Rita and Jerry Conrad Scholarship
Tait Morrissey, Big Rapids High School

Horticulture and Technology Scholarship
Hanna Price, Ferris State University

Robert D. Miller Scholarship
Trenton Williams, Chippewa Hills High School

Morley Stanwood Education Association Scholarship
Taylor Jutila, Morley Stanwood High School

Noah Stauffer Scholarship
Sean Scsavnicki, Big Rapids High School

Alice Stephenson Schuberg Scholarship
Amalia Weber, Big Rapids High School

Jacob and Gertrude VanDyke Scholarship
Brigette Berke, Kalamazoo College 
Kaylee Mondrella, Big Rapids High School 
Alison Scsavnicki, Big Rapids High School 
Luke Somsel, Big Rapids High School

Class of 1974, Linda Willette Scholarship
Courtney Fewlass, Big Rapids High School

Mecosta County Community Foundation extends its 
gratitude to the individuals and organizations who establish 
endowments to tangibly express the importance of investing 
in the youth of our community. We also thank the scholarship 
committee for their dedication to selecting the best applicants 
for these awards. The committee is led by Nick Scheible and 
includes Dave Hamelund, Bill Scheible, Robert Stanton, Gary 
Trimarco, and Kim VonKronenberger.
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MECOSTA COUNTY YOUTH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Home-grown community advocates 

Strong communities are the result of the commitment 
and active participation of everyone. The Mecosta 
County Youth Advisory Committee (MCAYC) shares the 
perspectives of youth with the Community Foundation. 
High school students from Big Rapids Public Schools, 
Chippewa Hills Public Schools, Crossroads Charter 
Academy, and Morley Stanwood Community Schools 
work together to address the needs of the youth of 
Mecosta County. Students do this through needs 
assessments, grantmaking, fundraising for the general 
fund of the Community Foundation, and involving youth 
in philanthropy.  

Through a competition between schools, MCYAC 
provided $1,869 in assistance to the Barryton Area 
Mobile Food Pantry. Morley Stanwood Community 
Schools gained rights to display the bulldog “Reggie”  
at their school for raising the most money. Previously, 
a similar competition raised $1,686 for the  
Mecosta County Youth Attention Center and  
celebrated Chippewa Hills Public Schools as the 
competition winner.

MCYAC is guided by Community Foundation trustees 
Stacy Chaput, Tom Tacia, and Renee Kent. We are 
grateful for the youth of our community and their 
willingness to devote their time and energy to projects 
and activities that benefit our residents.
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FINANCIALS 2016

$4,854,108 
TOTAL ASSETS

$133,490 
TOTAL GIFTS

$171,990 
TOTAL GRANTS

$810,577 
Match Day total gifts

63 
Nonprofit organizations

$183,725 
Total gifts to endowments

$626,852 
Total pass-through gifts

MATCH DAY 2016
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YOU CAN HELP

Ways to give to our community

Your gift is important. Together, we can make a 
difference in Mecosta County. Support the causes and 
programs that are meaningful to you through a gift to 
Mecosta County Community Foundation. Whether you 
choose to make your gift at our annual Community 
Giving Day, use the envelope in this publication, make 
your gift online, or donate appreciated stock, be 
assured that your generosity is appreciated. 

You can have a positive influence on the future of our 
community by naming Mecosta County Community 
Foundation in your will or trust. You also have 
the option to make the Community Foundation 
a beneficiary of your IRA, retirement plan, or life 
insurance policy. 

A charitable gift annuity enables you to make a 
gift today and support your charitable interests in 
the future. You or a loved one gain the security of 
a guaranteed fixed rate of income for life and tax 
benefits. Your annuity is funded through a gift of cash 
or securities.

Every individual and family is unique in their 
charitable interests. To have a conversation about 
your options and to share ideas, please contact 
Foundation Manager Maria E. Gonzalez at  
mgonzalez@facommunityfoundation.org or 231.924.5350.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Left to right: Scott Hill-Kennedy, Kim VonKronenberger, Renee Kent, Nick Scheible, Laura Rhoades, 
Tom Tacia, Stacy Chaput, David Hamelund, Matt Currie, Gary Trimarco, Steve Sims.  
Not Pictured: Brad Fath, Debra Jacks, Mike Mohnke



THANK YOU!



THANK YOU, MECOSTA COUNTY!

Kind, thoughtful generosity makes life better in Mecosta County. Donors 
support projects and programs that are meaningful and essential to our 
future. With your help, we will continue this important work to enhance the 
quality of life for all of us.

To learn how you can make a gift, create an endowment fund to honor 
or remember someone important in your life, support an area of need, 
or enhance our community, please contact Foundation Manager Maria E. 
Gonzalez at mgonzalez@facommunityfoundation.org or call Fremont Area 
Community Foundation at 231.924.5350. You also may contact any member of 
our Board of Trustees for information about the Community Foundation and 
how you can make a difference in Mecosta County.

231.592.8347  |  www.mecostagives.com

PO Box 1012-C, Big Rapids, MI 49307 
Return service requested

F O U N D A T I O N

An affiliate of  
Fremont Area Community Foundation

C O M M U N I T Y


