planning a celebration
of life checklist

Decide Where & When
This is where the planning really begins. Before you decide on a date for the
celebration of life, make sure to find out any scheduling conflicts your family might
have. This is especially important if family members live far away and you need to
make travel arrangements to get there.

Pick Activities
If you want to make the celebration of life special and unique, consider organizing
an activity for guests to take part in. The activity could be as simple as a craft
station for guests to create a keepsake to take home or as elaborate as a fireworks
display. For celebration of life ideas for groups, check out some idea suggestions
below.

Decide on Audio & Visuals
Technology can play an important role in honoring a loved one and paying tribute
to them. Memarial videos, slideshows, and music playlists can help create a warm
atmosphere of remembrance. If you want to include this special touch, talk to your
funeral director about your technology needs and consider the following
questions: What audio/visual equipment is needed? What pictures, videos, and
other content do you want to display? How will these choices help honor the
deceased and celebrate their life?

Mementos & Keepsakes

If you want to show your appreciation, consider buying or creating some small
personal keepsakes for guests to take home. It could be as simple as a packet of
memorial seeds to plant in a garden or as personal as hand written notes from the
family thanking guests for coming. In either case, having something for guests to
take home with them shows that your family is thankful that they chose to come
and provides guests with a physical item to help honor the deceased’s memory.




