
St. Michael Town Hall Meeting 

February 6, 2017 

The meeting was opened with a prayer by Deacon Mark Kelley.  Deacon Kelley, the moderator for the 

evening, explained the format would include brief presentations from the pastor, Fr. Dick Sullivan, the 

school principal, Mrs. Stacy Tackett, and the co-chair of the Finance Council, Mrs. Denise Hampton and 

then questions from the floor would be taken. 

Fr. Dick’s comments: 

 David Miles, a Finance Council Chairperson, suggested a revival of Town Hall meetings as a way 

of keeping parishioners informed and providing a venue for questions.  This is the first in what 

may become a regular event. 

 We have come far in our 40-year history and have much of which to be proud.  Watching the 

video playing in the gathering space documenting the building of the new church is a great way 

to bring this realization home. 

 The beauty of our new church has garnered much exposure for St. Michael within the 

Archdiocese.  In December Archbishop Kurtz and Dr. Brian Reynolds taped several segments for 

their television and radio program, Conversations with the Archbishop, in our sanctuary.  In 

addition, St. Michael has hosted a number of events such as the Men’s Conference, the Life 

Conference, and many others.  All of this sends a message that we are a vibrant parish and this 

is a good place to be.  We should all be humbly proud. 

 The expansion of Urton Lane is still in the works though possibly will not take place for at least 

five years.  The understanding is that it will initially stop at Stone Lakes Drive but will eventually 

be extended all the way to Tucker Station Road. 

 Brian Reynolds contacted Fr. Dick about a letter the Archbishop had received from a parishioner 

concerning issues at St. Michael School.  Father asked that anyone with concerns please follow 

the protocol for addressing issues: first raising them with the teacher, then the principal, then 

the School Advisory Board, then the pastor. 

 Father shared that at a recent meeting with the Archbishop he learned that since he turned 69 

in December he is now eligible to retire.  Father made the commitment stay in his position as 

pastor of St. Michael at least until the summer of 2018. 

 Father’s health is improving after being diagnosed and undergoing treatment for 

hemochromatosis over the last few months.  The iron level in his blood has been greatly 

reduced and seems to be staying where it should be so far. 

Mrs. Stacy Tackett’s comments:  

 St. Michael has the third largest school in the Archdiocese.  She has served as principal here for 

one and a half years. 



 The theme for the 2016-2017 school year is Communication – Collaboration –Community. The 

Priority Registration for the 2017-2018 school year has now ended.  The Secondary Registration 

window will open on Feb. 15, 2017. 

 A new tuition payment system is being put in place which will provide a unified billing system for 

all school costs and fees and easier financial access for parents. 

 Mrs. Tackett reported that the faculty and staff were given an anonymous survey to help 

determine what we are good at and what needs more work.  41 completed the survey with very 

positive results, most notably, 100% indicated they believe their job makes a difference in the 

lives of others. 

 A survey was taken concerning the school lunch program.  Those results are still being compiled. 

 A technology survey is currently underway as part of a comprehensive technology assessment 

designed to help us better understand how our students use technology and how technology 

can help grow our curriculum and reach out to our community. All surveys need to be submitted 

by February 21. 

 Mrs. Tackett thanked the 450 families who send children to St. Michael School, the faculty who 

do a great job, and the many volunteers who provide invaluable help.  They all contribute to 

making St. Michael a special place. 

Mrs. Denise Hampton’s comments: 

 Mrs. Hampton distributed a handout with a listing of the members of the St. Michael Finance 

Council (David Miles, Co-Chair, Denise Hampton, Co-Chair, Rose Michels, Mike James, Brian 

Helm, Karen Basham, and Sally Landherr), and the new St. Michael Audit Committee (Bob 

Meadows, Chair, Denise Hampton, David Reed, and Regina Nethery).  Denise pointed out that all 

of these members have professional qualifications and are a blessing to St. Michael.  She 

encouraged everyone to take advantage of every opportunity to thank them for their service. 

 The Finance Council is an advisory group that meets regularly with the parish business manager, 

Phil Green, and Fr. Dick.  They are charged with developing the budget, reviewing the 

statements, reviewing bank accounts and reconciliations and reporting back, at least annually, 

to the parish so that members are informed of the finances of the church. 

 The Audit Committee was formed last year in response to a recommendation from the 

Archdiocese that each parish establishes a permanent Audit Committee to perform an annual 

internal audit.  The Archdiocese performs an external audit for each parish once every third 

year. The Audit Committee completed the first internal audit and issued a report with 

recommendations. The report went to Fr. Dick and to the Parish Council where it was reviewed. 

A copy also went to the Archdiocese. With the size of our church membership, the size of the 

budget and the large amount of financial transactions that flow through the parish, the 

formation of a permanent audit committee is a very positive addition to the internal control 

structure of St. Michael. 

 Mrs. Hampton shared the Financial Update report for the six months which ended on December 

31, 2016, and pointed out that our annual budget is $6.3 million dollars, and our total debt is 

$8,899,566. For the first six months of the year, the income for the church was over budget by 



approximately $150,000 due to greater fundraising revenue and athletic fees than budgeted. 

School income was also over budget by approximately $120,000 due to more receipts than 

planned from the Extended School Care program and prepaid tuition. Expenses were right on 

budget. 

  Comparing last year to this year, Denise reported collections are behind about $10,000 in spite 

of an addition of approximately 100 families. 

 The building campaign contributions makeup 13% of the church income and are an important 

source of income for the parish to balance the budget. 

 The parish debt is significant. The principal and interest payments make up 31% of the total 

expense budget of the church. 

 Denise emphasized the importance of faithful support from every St. Michael parishioner. 

 

Questions from the floor: 

 

QUESTION:   What is the status of the property for sale at the corner of Taylorsville Road?                          

ANSWER:   Fr. Dick responded that there is a party interested in purchasing it.  They have made an 

offer and the church is currently working on a counter offer. 

 

QUESTION: Will the results of the recent internal audit be shared with the parish? 

ANSWER: Denise responded: Bob Ash from the Archdiocese confirmed the receipt of the audit 

report and asked that it also be shared with the parish, so we will be sharing the report.   

 

QUESTION:  Has the principal, Mrs. Tackett, completed and received her certification from 

Frankfort? 

ANSWER: Father answered that everything that was needed from her has been sent to Frankfort.  

They are currently waiting on Frankfort complete the process. 

 

SUGGESTION:   There is a laminator and copier in the school that are broken.  Perhaps funds for that 

purpose could be added to the budget. 

 

QUESTION:   When the Taylorsville Road property is sold, where will those funds be used? 

ANSWER:  Father stated that we owe the Archdiocese $900,000 for the purchase of that property 

and another piece of land near Kroger.  That will be paid back first.  The balance of the 

money could be used in several different areas, including for reduction of the debt, but 

that decision has not yet been made. 

 

QUESTION:   How many total faculty and staff are in the school?  Why did only 41 complete the first 

survey?  Are the results available in percentages?  The questioner encouraged the 

administration to work toward a higher participation rate. 



ANSWER: Mrs. Tackett responded that it was an optional, anonymous survey.  She will request 

that someone convert the results to percentages. 

 

QUESTION:   How many families actually tithe? 

ANSWER: Kathy Goodin, Stewardship Committee Chair, responded that we have 1500 families, 

and Stewardship forms were returned by less than 800.  

Phil Green: The previous year's response was 360 families with a total pledge of 

approximately $625,000. This year's response was 795 families with a total pledge of 

$1,258,000! Great job by Kathy Goodin and the entire Stewardship Committee! 

However, that represents only 52% of all registered families so there is still work to do! 

QUESTION:   When will we hear the times for upcoming Kindergarten interviews scheduled for this 

weekend? 

ANSWER: Mrs. Tackett replied that letters had been mailed and should be received today or 

tomorrow.  The times are 9:00 and 11:00. 

 

QUESTION:   Are there any prospects for a new Science teacher? 

ANSWER: Mrs. Tackett responded that there are not.  Science teachers are hard to find at this 

time.  She has put out the word that this need exists and is hoping to find a long-term 

sub to finish out this year. 

 

QUESTION:   What can be done about the problem surrounding students who walk to and from 

school from Stone Lakes?  

ANSWER: Mrs. Tackett:  The problem is parents who instruct their children to walk to Stone Lakes 

to be picked up there, allowing the parents to skip the car rider lines in the afternoons.  

This has caused complaints from Stone Lake residents because of the congestion it 

causes in their subdivision.  It is a very difficult problem for the school to monitor, 

especially considering the distance involved, but Mrs. Tackett has been reminding 

parents to be good neighbors.  She is also talking to the city about the timing of the 

traffic light at Taylorsville Road in hopes that might expedite the exit of cars in the 

afternoon. 

 

COMMENT:   A school parent whose children ride the new St. Michael bus reported how happy she 

has been with this service.  She stated that the time it has saved and the convenience it 

has provided has made the expense very worthwhile. 

 

 

The meeting was concluded with a suggestion to offer Town Hall meetings on a regular basis and to 

provide minutes to help include and inform those unable to attend. 

 

The next Town Hall Meeting is scheduled for: Thursday, April 20th -   7:00 pm.   


