
St. Michael Parish Council Minutes 

April 24, 2017 

 

Members Present: Jay Blair, Chris Bonbright, Helen Bryant, Stacy Davis, Charles Edelen, Nick Fears,    

Bob Goodin,  Kathy Goodin,  Gary Grieshaber, Denise Hampton, Nancy Hoover, 

Stephen Keller, Angela Kimbel, Dennis O’Donoghue, Kevin Popp, Brenda Rickert,  

Stacy Tackett, Jason Tretter, Colleen Truman, Fr. Dick Sullivan, Lisa Wilhelmus      

     
Guests:  Phil Green-Business Manager, Karen Basham-Finance Committee 

 

Members Absent: Karen Karem 

 

Minutes Secretary: Teresa Watson  

 

Opening Prayer: Stacy Davis  

 

Minutes:  Minutes from the March meeting were approved. 

 

Old Business: 

 

1.  Gary Grieshaber gave an update on the 2017 Parish Council elections.  He has a bulletin 

announcement ready to run for the two weekends prior to the election date of May 27-28. 

o A discussion ensued about the timing.  Bob Goodin proposed moving everything up by a week.  

He also discussed the need to elect officers at the May 22
nd

 meeting ensuring that a Chairperson 

will be in place over the course of the summer. 

o It was agreed to have members of the council speak at each of the weekend masses for May 6-7 

and May 13-14 and the drawing for new members moved to May 20-21. 

o A vote was taken and the suggestion to move up the selection process by one week was 

approved. 

 

2.  Dennis O’Donoghue questioned why the Parish Council Chair is elected to a three year term and was 

told this allows for continuity over a period of time.   

o A discussion ensued with suggestions to change the terms for the Chair and Vice-Chair to either 

one year or two years with the Vice-Chair automatically replacing the Chair. 

o Stephen Keller noted the current Constitution stipulates two years for the Chair and Vice-chair.  

Stephen moved to keep the two year term of officers in the constitution without adding an 

automatic rollover of leadership to the Vice-Chair. 

o A vote was taken and the suggestion to change the term for officers to two years without rollover 

of leadership to the Vice-Chair was passed. 

o A motion was also made to keep the clause from the current constitution dictating the election of 

officers should take place each year at the last meeting in May. 

 

3.  Bob reported three names had been submitted as possibilities to chair the Planning/Research and 

Development Committee.  Nick Fears knows all three and offered to talk to them about this position. 

 

New Business 

 

1.  Neither SAB nor PTO held meetings in April.  No report. 

 

2.  Budget:  Denise Hampton 



o Denise distributed the St. Michael Parish Budget for the 2017-2018 fiscal year.  The budget was 

started in February after the individual departments submitted their budgets.  These were then 

combined into a summary budget which went through several rounds of revisions. 

o The budget total is almost $7 million ($6,904,818.)  

o The Church budget includes a planned surplus of $96,568, and the School budget includes a 

planned surplus of $63,380. 

o The Finance Committee provided a list of 19 Budget Assumptions including such information as 

expected income from fundraisers and where those funds will be used. 

o NEW item: $100,000 was budgeted for the installation of a pipe organ in the church.  The plan is 

to fund it by a restricted contribution that was received in a prior year. 

 It was suggested this money may have been intended to pay down the debt on the church. 

 Denise will check on the wishes of the donor before the money is used. 

o Reserves of 1% of the Church income ($17,595) and 1% of the school income ($35,033) have 

been set aside for future capital needs 

o The school budget is 69% of the parish budget and totals $4,753,599...   

o Tuition and fees are based on 630 students in JK-8 

o Preschool budget includes 103 students. 

o Extended School Care is increasing registration fees by $5 per child. 

o NEW: Infant & Toddler Daycare Program is being added in August.  With an enrollment 

of 30 infants/toddlers it will net an income of $62,250. 

o Bus service will continue with two buses at a cost of $73,100. There are currently 42 bus 

riders.  Efforts are being made to encourage more to use the bus service. 

o Parish debt: planned debt payments are expected to reduce the total parish debt to $7,941,666 by 

June 30, 2018.   

o Archdiocese Assessment is budgeted at $423,000  

 

 A question was raised on the status of the property at Taylorsville Road.  Father reported that 

some offers and counter offers have been made, but no agreement has been reached. 

 

 Although a motion was made to approve the budget recommended by the Finance Committee, 

the council decided to defer action on it until the next meeting so as to give members additional 

time to review the supporting materials. 

 

3.  Parish Council Guidelines; Stephen Keller 

o A revised version of the Parish Council Guidelines (formerly called Constitution) was sent to all 

members for review prior to this meeting.  Changes made at the last Parish Council meeting were 

noted.  The following items were among those discussed. 

 Section 16, p 8, Communication and Technology was updated per Chris Bonbright’s 

suggestion.   

 Section 25, Budgets.  Since the budget process is already mandated by Archdiocese, this 

section has been shortened and is now referencing the finance policy manual of the 

Archdiocese.  Denise Hampton suggested further changes to the proposed Guidelines to 

conform with Archdiocesan policy.  One such change included the removal of language 

stating that the Finance Committee “oversees the development of” the parish budget, so 

that it is clear that the committee is responsible for “creating” the parish budget, which is 

then submitted to the Parish Council and ultimately the pastor for final approval.   

 Exhibit #1; Finance: some changes have been made in the description of the role of 

committee members.  In addition, changes will be made to name the Finance Committee 

as the group responsible for preparing the budget.   

 Questions/Comments: 



o Dennis questioned his position on the Parish Council in his capacity as the Chair of 

the Worship Committee since he is also a staff member.  The decision was made to 

add “at the discretion of the pastor” or “with approval of the pastor” to Section 7.2. 

o Kathy Goodin questioned the designation of Stewardship as a standing committee and 

stated it would be a better fit under Parish Life or Formation.  Currently the 

Stewardship Committee oversees Stewardship and New Member Registration.  The 

decision was made to separate these two functions and place Stewardship under 

Formation and place New Member Registration under Parish Life.  

o A discussion was held concerning Athletics as a standing committee.  Should they be 

required to send a representative to the monthly Parish Council meetings, or should 

they just be invited to give a periodic report? 

 Athletics was under the Formation Committee for quite some time. 

 Since they handle a large budget and their financial procedures need to be in 

line with the requirements of the Archdiocese, it was decided to remove them 

as a standing committee and place them under Formation once again. 

 Father reported that Deacon Mark Kelley has been asked to serve as chaplain 

to the St. Michael sports teams. 

o It was reported that Aaron Frazita, the Youth Minister, would like a spot on the Parish 

Council in order for their issues to be heard.   

o On p. 6 of 10 and p. 1 of Exhibits “Administration” is listed as a standing committee.  

Bob Goodin stated that the Administration Committee was disbanded several years ago, 

and proposed moving those subcommittees under Parish Life.   

o 15.0 &15.1 (Athletics) are to be removed.   

o Section 13.22:  “Participate in the budget process” is listed as a duty of the Standing 

Committee Chairpersons.  Chris Bonbright pointed out that not all committees have 

budgets. . 

 Approval was given for every change highlighted in the working copy of the Guidelines used 

at this meeting, even those that were not discussed specifically.   

 Bob requested that Stephen make the changes agreed on at this meeting in red and circulate 

the revised Guidelines prior to the May 22 Parish Council meeting.  A final vote for approval 

will be taken at that meeting. 

 

Committee Reports: 

 

1.  Communications, Chris Bonbright:  Chris reported that the recommendation to create a technology 

advisory committee in the recent assessment has been done. 

 

2.  School, Stacy Tackett:  report was distributed via e-mail.   

 

3.  Finance, Denise Hampton:  report was distributed via e-mail and discussed under New Business. 

 

4.  Formation, Karen Karem:  report was distributed via e-mail. 

 

5.  Justice and Charity, Nancy Hoover:  report was distributed via e-mail.  The request was made to 

restart blood pressure checks on Sundays.  A motion was made and approved. 

 

6.  Stewardship, Kathy Goodin:  No report this month. 

 

7.  Parish Life, Helen Bryant:  report was distributed via e-mail.   

 

8.  Worship, Dennis O’Donoghue: No report this month.  Dennis mentioned the new bells, though 

working, are not finished.  The company responsible is being contacted. 



 

 

Round Table Comments:  None 

 

Pastor’s Comments: Fr. Dick Sullivan 

 

 Many parishioners helped celebrate Minh Vu’s recent ordination.  He then assisted at our Palm Sunday 

masses. 

 Casey Sanders will be ordained on May 27 and will celebrate his first mass on May 28 at St. Michael. 

 We will have a seminarian from Mexico spending this summer with us. 

 The number of weddings, baptisms and funerals at St. Michael has been steadily growing. 

 Still no definitive word on the Urton Lane extension, but it may pass very close to rectory. 

 

Next Meeting:  May 22.  Bob Goodin will be out of town and requested a sub to lead the meeting in his 

absence.  Stephen Keller volunteered to do so.  Tonight was Bob’s last meeting with the Parish Council.  

Thanks were expressed for his years of service on the Council, especially the last three where he served as the 

Chair. 

 

 

Closing prayer: Angela Kimbel 

 

 

 

 

 


