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St. Michael Parish Council Minutes 

Monday, September 26, 2016 

 
Members Present: Jay Blair, Chris Bonbright, Helen Bryant, Stacey Davis, Nick Fears, Bob Goodin, Kathy Goodin, 

Gary Grieshaber , Denise Hampton, Steven Keller, Angela Kimbel, Dennis O’Donoghue, Brenda 

Rickert, Jim Smith, Fr. Dick Sullivan, Colleen Truman, Lisa Wilhelmus 

Members Absent: Charles Edelen, Karen Karem, Kevin Popp, Stacy Tackett 

Guests Present:   Amy Eisenbach, Casey Eisenbach, Tammy Hubbard, Stephanie Medley, Angela Sherman,       

Jason Tretter, Phil Green, Business Manager,  

Minutes Secretary: Teresa Watson 

Opening Prayer:   Bob Goodin  

Minutes:  Minutes from the May 26, 2016 meeting were approved as written. 

Opening Announcements: 

1.  Bob Goodin reported that the Sept. 12 Town Hall Meeting was well attended.  David Miles made a 

presentation on the finances of the parish.  Phil Green addressed financial issues concerning the school and 

stewardship.  Stacy Tackett spoke of changes in the school such as the new bus service and changes in the staff.  

More town hall meetings are planned for the future. 

2.  Bob distributed a Parish Council roster that includes the term limit for each member. 

Old Business: 

1.  Dedication of the bell tower:  Fr. Dick shared that the original plan was to ask the Archbishop to dedicate the 

bell tower on the feast of St. Michael the Archangel, Sept. 29, however he was not available.  Now we will 

probably wait until the organ is assembled and dedicate both at the same time.  Father anticipates that could be 

6+ months away. 

2.  Plans to hold a parish wide celebration of St. Michael’s feast day will be carried over to 2017.  

New Business: 

1.  Phil Green spoke of work being done to move forward with improved communication, transparency, and 

collaboration throughout the parish.  He is working on a graphic to go along with that which he will present at a 

later time.  

2.  Denise Hampton recommended that the Parish Council and the Finance Council request that minutes from all 

School Advisory Council meetings and copies of Knights News be sent to both groups as a way of keeping up 

with what is going on in the school.  She would like to find a way to improve communication throughout all 

areas of the parish.  Bob Goodin suggested at least two Parish Council members volunteer to serve as 

representatives of the Parish Council to attend the School Advisory Council and at PTO meetings.  Nick Fears, 

Colleen Truman, Steve Keller, and Gary Grieshaber volunteered to fill these roles on a rotating basis with two 

attending each month.  Colleen will serve as the chair of this subcommittee, maintaining a schedule and 
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communicating it to the others. Bob asked Colleen to request the SAC and PTO chairpersons to send their 

minutes of each meeting to Bob Goodin before the third Wednesday of each month so he can redistribute them 

to the Parish Council when he sends out the agenda for each meeting. 

3.  Nick recommended and then made a motion that the chair of the School Advisory Council or his/her designee 

will serve as a member or representative to the Parish Council. The motion was carried.  Bob Goodin suggested 

Brenda make this request to the chairperson. 

4.  Fr. Dick suggested that the Athletic Committee also be requested to appoint a representative to attend Parish 

Council meetings.  Dan Ryan is the head of the Athletic Committee, and Brenda Rickert will ask him to appoint a 

representative.  She will notify Bob when she has a name. 

5.  Phil Green has made a commitment to Fr. Dick and the Community to begin attending the Parish Council, 

Finance Council, School Advisory Board, Stewardship Committee and PTO meetings as a representative of the 

Parish Staff. 

6.  Bob Goodin and Steve Keller have begun a review of the Parish Council Constitution.   Brenda, Chris, Steve, 

and Jim Smith will join them.  Steve will schedule and manage these meetings. 

 Bob suggested adding a policy in the new constitution concerning Parish Council meeting attendance.  

The current policy states that three absences “without reason” with result in termination, however this 

policy has not been enforced.  It was agreed to keep the current policy, monitor absences, and enforce 

the stated consequences. 

 A subcommittee was appointed to make decisions on “reasonable” reasons for absence.  It will consist 

of the Parish Council Chair, Vice-chair, and the two ex officio members (Bob Goodin, Jim Smith, Brenda 

Rickert and Stacy Tackett).  

 If one of these four members should be the one requiring a decision on their reasons for absences, then 

Fr. Dick will become the 4th person on the decision-making subcommittee. 

 When a Committee Chair is absent from a parish council meeting, they should send a replacement 

representative, but they will still be counted as absent.   

 Chris suggested adding to the Constitution guidelines for the Parish Council’s role in the budget process. 

7.  Bob circulated a sign-up sheet to schedule prayers for future meetings.  These assignments have been made: 

Date Opening Prayer Closing Prayer 

Oct. 24, 2016 Chris Bonbright Gary Grieshaber 

Nov. 28, 2016 Nick Fears Colleen Truman 

Dec. 19, 2016 Denise Hampton Stephen Keller 

Jan. 23, 2017 Dennis O’Donoghue Bob Goodin 

Feb. 27, 2017 Kathy Goodin Chris Bonbright 

Mar. 27, 2017 Lisa Wilhelmus Helen Bryant 

Apr. 24, 2017 Stacey Davis Angela Kimbel 

May 22, 2017 Jay Blair Jim Smith 

 

8.  Stacey Davis raised the issue of church cleaning.  13 cleaners are needed; only four are currently serving.  In 

addition, a chairperson is needed.  Brenda believes she may soon have a chairperson in place and is hoping 
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additional cleaners will come forward at Stewardship time.  Stacy suggested posting a master checklist so 

cleaners can come in and out on their own schedule and see at a glance the remaining cleaning tasks. 

 Comments/Questions from Guests:   

 Angela Sherman expressed concern over the administrative qualifications for the school principal citing 

that her certificate is “provisional” instead “professional”.  She stated that attempts at dialogue with 

Mrs. Tackett have not gone well, and she expressed additional concern that her lack of professional 

certification may hurt St. Michael’s annual evaluation. 

o Fr. Dick responded that he discussed this situation with the Archdiocesan office in May and was 

told Mrs. Tackett was in the process of getting her certification and that she was not the only 

principal in this process.  Father accepted that as their approval.    

o Bob expressed concern that Mrs. Tackett’s attendance at Parish Council meetings has been 

minimal, which makes it difficult for this Council to get reports, make decisions, and answer 

questions concerning the school.   

o Denise stated she was on board with the desire of the school administration to raise test scores, 

but she feels Catholic formation is very important, also. She is concerned about the number of 

new teachers that are not Catholic and expressed the opinion that hiring Catholic teachers 

should be a priority.   

o Fr. Dick expressed concern about the Catholicism of those families who make a commitment to 

sports but not to church.   

o Kathy Goodin expressed the hope that the new stewardship forms will help families recommit to 

an active practice of their faith within the parish.   

o Lisa asked about putting out a report on the unresolved issues concerning the school that were 

raised at the May Parish Council meeting.   Brenda stated that we will have some answers in 4-5 

months, she cannot go into details now, but work is being done.  Chris suggested we say that to 

our school families.  Brenda said we can do that shortly. 

 

 Stephanie Medley explained that she attended the Town Hall Meeting in May with questions for Mrs. 

Tackett, who declined to answer questions.  She asked if there could be a Town Hall meeting specifically 

for School issues. 

o Bob answered that there will be one coming up. 

 Stephanie also asked about tying the school tuition rate to volunteering at school or church.  What of 

those parents who truly cannot volunteer? 

o Kathy Goodin answered that this concern will be addressed in the next few weeks.  The new 

Stewardship forms will provide a place to explain special situations, but there will also be a wide 

variety of volunteer possibilities which should be helpful to many families. 

Committee Reports: 

1.  Communication, Chris Bonbright:  report was distributed via e-mail.  

A social media policy has been compiled with the help of the Archdiocese and others which covers the 

entire community.  It seeks to ensure that all social sites that represent St. Michael Parish in any way are 

held to a consistent standard.  Currently St. Michael has a presence on approximately 12 sites.  The 
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policy is ready to be dispersed and enforced and includes clear guidelines and accountability.  It will be 

posted on the parish web site after it is approved. 

The Communication Committee’s second report was a strategic plan for communication and 

technologies.  It explains how the Communication Committee can provide support for the 

communication and technology needs of all other St. Michael committees.   

2.  Finance, Denise Hampton:  report was distributed via e-mail.   

 Bob noted that while the number of parishioners is increasing the parish income remains flat.    

 Denise pointed out that school expenses are below budget due to the lower salaries being paid for the 

newly hired teachers. 

  1/3 of the expenses related to the church come from the debt on the church.   

 The parish picnic did very well this year, probably over $100,000 

3.  Formation, Karen Karem:  absent.  Report was distributed via e-mail.   

4.  Justice and Charity, Kathy Goodin:  report was distributed via e-mail 

5.  Parish Life, Helen Bryant:  report was distributed via e-mail  

 Changes:  The new Knights of Columbus leader is Jerry Harp, and the new 3M leader is Gayle Block. 

6.  Stewardship, Kathy Goodin:  report was distributed via e-mail.   

 The Stewardship Fair for the Justice and Charity Committee and the Stewardship Committee will be the 

weekend of October 2-3 in the gathering space. 

 There will be a follow-up procedure for Stewardship packets not returned by the stated deadline.   

 School tuition will be tied to being an active member of the parish.  This has been in the student 

handbook for awhile, but it was never enforced. 

7.  Worship, Dennis O’Donoghue:  report was distributed via e-mail 

 New worship opportunities are planned, such as a mass on the day before the presidential election. 

Round Table:  

1.  Steve Keller requested that ideas or suggestions for the updating of the Parish Council Constitution be 

submitted by the next Parish Council meeting on October 24. 

2.  Nick Fears asked if the building committee has a future needs plan to address our growing community.  Bob 

suggested he talk to Vince Kimble of the Research & Development Committee.  (R&D is subcommittee of the 

Administration Committee which currently does not have a chair.)   

3.  Stacy Davis noted the need for a bigger cafeteria. 

3.  Angela Kimbel commented on the inconvenience caused to some Stone Lake parents by the school-related 

traffic congestion each day.  This is an issue that was addressed in Knights News. 

Principal’s Comments:  Stacy Tackett absent. 
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Pastor’s Comments: 

Father expressed his appreciation for Chris’s work on the social media guidelines and recognized that social 

media can have a positive effect and a negative effect.  He thanked the Parish Council for helping to squelch the 

negativity that has been circulating in the parish.  He mentioned events hosted by St. Michael such as the Life 

Conference, the Men’s Conference, and masses for St. X and Assumption as good things to lift up. 

Father also reported he has been through many medical tests and is still waiting on results. 

 

Closing Prayer:  Bob Goodin  Next Meeting:   Oct. 24, 2016 


