
Matthew 22:37-38 37 And He said to him, "'YOU SHALL LOVE 
THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, AND WITH 
ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND.'  38 "This is 
the great and foremost commandment. 

Matthew 22:39 39 "The second is like it, 'YOU SHALL LOVE 
YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.' 

John 13:34-35 34 "A new commandment I give to you, that you 
love one another, even as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.  35 "By this all men will know that you are My disciples, 
if you have love for one another." 

Matthew 28:19-20 19 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit,  20 teaching them to observe all that I commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." 



LUKE 11:37-54 
37 Now when He had spoken, a Pharisee asked Him to have lunch with him; and 
He went in, and reclined at the table.  38 When the Pharisee saw it, he was 
surprised that He had not first ceremonially washed before the meal.  39 But the 
Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees clean the outside of the cup and of the 
platter; but inside of you, you are full of robbery and wickedness.  40 "You foolish 
ones, did not He who made the outside make the inside also?  41 "But give that 
which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you.  42 "But woe to 
you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, 
and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the things you 
should have done without neglecting the others.  



LUKE 11:37-54 
43 "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the chief seats in the synagogues and the 
respectful greetings in the market places.  44 "Woe to you! For you are like 
concealed tombs, and the people who walk over them are unaware of it."  45

One of the lawyers said to Him in reply, "Teacher, when You say this, You insult 
us too."  46 But He said, "Woe to you lawyers as well! For you weigh men down 
with burdens hard to bear, while you yourselves will not even touch the burdens 
with one of your fingers.  47 "Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the 
prophets, and it was your fathers who killed them.  48 "So you are witnesses and 
approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, and you 
build their tombs.  49 "For this reason also the wisdom of God said, 'I will send to 
them prophets and apostles, and some of them they will kill and some they will 
persecute,  



LUKE 11:37-54 
50 so that the blood of all the prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, 
may be charged against this generation,  51 from the blood of Abel to the blood 
of Zechariah, who was killed between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell 
you, it shall be charged against this generation.'  52 "Woe to you lawyers! For you 
have taken away the key of knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you 
hindered those who were entering."  53 When He left there, the scribes and the 
Pharisees began to be very hostile and to question Him closely on many 
subjects,  54 plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say. 





Romans 8:29  …“to be conformed to the image of His Son.”



7 Chief Divisions of Jesus’ Life (Chad Laird)

Division Location(s) Chapter(s)

1 Jesus’ Divine Preexistence Heaven Jn. 1

2 Jesus’ Divine Birth/Childhood Egypt/ Nazareth Mt. 1-2, Lk. 1-2

3
Jesus’ Divine Baptism/ Temptation/ Early 
Judean Ministry 

Jordan River/ Judean   
Wilderness/ Jerusalem

Mt. 3-4, Mk. 1,
Lk. 3-4, Jn. 1-4

4 Jesus’ Divine Galilean Ministry Capernaum/ Sea of Galilee
Mt. 4-18, Mk. 1-9,
Lk.  4-9, Jn. 5-7

5 Jesus’ Divine Perean/ Late Judean Ministry Jericho/ Bethany
Mt. 19-20, Mk. 10,
Lk. 10-19, Jn. 7-11

6 Jesus’ Divine Passion Week Jerusalem/Bethany/Jerusalem
Mt. 21-27, Mk. 11-15, Lk. 
19-23, Jn. 12-19

7
Jesus’ Divine Resurrection/ Appearances/ 
Ascension

Jerusalem/ Galilee/ Mount of 
Olives

Mt. 28, Mk. 16,
Lk. 24, Jn. 20-21





Harmony of the Gospels (Adapted from John MacArthur’s Study Bible)

Event Location Matt. Mark Luke John

Latter Judean and Perean Ministry

Lunch with a Pharisee - Woes against 
the Scribes and Pharisees

Luke 11:37–54

Warning the disciples about hypocrisy
Luke 12:1–12

Warning about greed and trust in 
wealth

Luke 12:13–34

Warning against being unprepared for 
the Son of Man’s coming

Luke 12:35–48

Warning about the coming division Luke 12:49–53

Warning against failing to discern the 
present time

Luke 12:54–59





TITLE: “SPIRITUAL HYPOCRISY” (LUKE 11:37-54)



MAIN POINTS: LUKE 11:37-54
1. An Invitation to Lunch with a Pharisee (Part of a Murder Plot? That turned into a Divine INDICTMENT)
2. Judgment based on Legalism (man-made religious traditions – ceremonial washings before a meal)
3. An honest, indictment and exposure of the Pharisees hearts (clean on the outside, dirty on the inside - robbery, wickedness)

4. God made the physical and the spiritual – cleanness is manifested in giving charitably from the heart
5. The giving of the Pharisees was hypocritical – the would tithe their spices but forgo any real sacrifice – especially 

justice or the love of God
6. The motivation of the Pharisees was status, fame, and approval of men – this kind of hypocrisy is like a death or 

the smell of a tomb (which people would normally avoid, but is out in the open)
7. A lawyer tells Jesus to tone it down – He is offending people (you are insulting us too)
8. Jesus does not apologize, back down, or become more Politically Correct or seeker sensitive – he exposes the 

sin/hearts of the lawyers – burdening people instead of lightening their burdens
9. Woe to you all (Pharisees and Lawyers) – you build tombs (to honor prophets) but Jesus reveals the truth well 

known to God – their direct ancestors killed God’s prophets
10.This generation is singled out by God as guilty of killing all of the prophets (for they are about to kill the Son of 

God – parable of the vineyard). 
11.Jesus shows his omniscience stating the first murder – Abel to disclosing details hitherto unrevealed – that God 

knew that Zechariah the prophet was murdered in the temple (between the altar and the holy place) 
12.Jesus again singles out the lawyers – saying they have taken out the key of knowledge (which in context is the 

prophets, but ironically will be with them killing Jesus as a prophet of God), so that they have no knowledge, and 
hinder/mislead those seeking knowledge. 

13.The result is expected – the scribes and the Pharisees grew even more hostile and began to question him closely 
– hoping to trap him in something he might say so they could use it to be him to death.  



• Luke 11:37 37 Now when He 
had spoken, a Pharisee asked 
Him to have lunch with him; 
and He went in, and reclined 
at the table. 

• avrista,w (1) take the first meal of 
the day, eat breakfast (JN 
21.12); (2) of any meal eat, dine 
(LU 11.37) [Friberg]

• avnapi,ptw anapipto: to fall back

1. An Invitation to Lunch with a Pharisee



Luke 11:38 38 When the Pharisee saw it, he was surprised that 

He had not first ceremonially washed before the meal. 

• bapti,zw baptizo: to dip, 

sink, immerse

• Origin: ba,ptw bapto: to dip

Legalism 

Based on the Ceremonial Law 

Focus on Externals and    

Man-made Traditions

2. Judgment based on 

Legalism



• Inside (e;swqen esothen: from within)

VS Outside (e;xwqen exothen: from without)

• Robbery - a`rpagh, harpage: 
pillage, plundering

• Wickedness - ponhri,a
poneria: iniquity

3. An honest, indictment and exposure of the Pharisees hearts 

(clean on the outside, dirty on the inside - robbery, wickedness)

Luke 11:39-41 39 But the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees clean 

the outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of 

robbery and wickedness.  



• “Foolish Ones” a;frwn aphron: without reason, foolish

• [Friberg] a;frwn, as not using common sense foolish, senseless, silly (RO 2.20), opposite 
fro,nimoj (wise, sensible); substantivally foolish person, fool (LU 11.40)

Ephesians 5:15-17 15 Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,  16 making the most of your time, 
because the days are evil.  17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

Jeremiah 4:22 22 "For My people are foolish, They know Me not; They are stupid children And have no understanding. They 
are shrewd to do evil, But to do good they do not know." 

Proverbs 27:12 (22:3) 12 A prudent man sees evil and hides himself, The naive proceed and pay the penalty.

Proverbs 21:20 20 There is precious treasure and oil in the dwelling of the wise, But a foolish man swallows it up. 

Proverbs 14:18 18 The naive inherit foolishness, But the sensible are crowned with knowledge.

Proverbs 10:21 21 The lips of the righteous feed many, But fools die for lack of understanding.

Proverbs 1:22 22 "How long, O naive ones, will you love being simple-minded? And scoffers delight themselves in scoffing And 
fools hate knowledge?

4. God made the physical and the spiritual – cleanness includes 

giving charitably from the heart  (but fools focus on rules/externals rather than the heart/inside)

Luke 11:40-41 40 "You foolish ones, did not He who made the outside make the inside also?  
41 "But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you. 



The Importance of charity – the presence or absence of 
giving/generosity reveals the condition of our heart (clean or not so clean)

• evlehmosu,nh eleemosune: mercy, pity, 

specifically alms

[Friberg] evlehmosu,nh sympathy, charitableness, 

compassion; concretely in the NT, as 

benevolent activity toward the poor donation, 

almsgiving, charitable giving (MT 6.2)

Luke 11:41 "But give that which is within as charity, and then all things are clean for you. 

11:41 plh.n ta. evno,nta do,te evlehmosu,nhn( 
however     the  being (clean) on the inside  you all shall give       alms/benevolence towards the poor

kai. ivdou. pa,nta kaqara. u`mi/n evstinÅ
And    behold    all things   clean             to you      are            



Our giving reveals the true condition of our hearts before God
Matthew 6:19-21 19 "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  20 "But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal;  21 for 

where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.



• “Tithe” avpodekato,w apodekatoo: to pay a tenth of, tithe

• Origin: dekato,w dekatoo: to collect tithes, deka,th dekate: a tenth 

part, a tithe

• Primitive Root: de,ka deka: ten

• “Justice” kri,sij krisis: a decision, judgment

• “Love” avga,ph agape: love, goodwill

5. The giving of the Pharisees was hypocritical – they would 
tithe their spices but forgo any real sacrifice – especially justice 
or the love of God

Luke 11:42 42 "But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue and every 

kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of God; but these are the 

things you should have done without neglecting the others. 



This Week: “6 Woes to the Religious Deceivers”
(3 to Pharisees, 3 to Scribes/Lawyers)





“6 Woes to the Religious Deceivers”
1. Luke 11:42 – The Woe of DISREGARD (to pass by) of the most important –
Justice and Love of God

2. Luke 11:43 – The Woe of DISHONESTY - concealing a hidden motive of self-
love that desires human recognition/approval/popularity/fame

3. Luke 11:44 – The Woe of DEFILEMENT – defiling others into sin (uncleanness 
before God) and spiritual death (judgment and punishment by God)

4. Luke 11:45-46 – The Woe of InDIFFERENCE – adding burdens on people and 
not doing anything to help others bear their burdens/overload

5. Luke 11:47-51 – The Woe of DUPLICITY – approving of their ancestors who 
killed the prophets but then building tombs/monuments to “honor” them

6. Luke 11:52 – The Woe of DETOUR – being a determent to others being 
saved/enter the Kingdom of God



1. The Woe of DISREGARD (to pass by) of the most 
important – Justice and Love of God
 Luke 11:42 42 "But woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe of mint and rue 

and every kind of garden herb, and yet disregard justice and the love of 
God; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting 
the others. 

pare,rcomai parerchomai: to pass by, to come to

kri,sij krisis: a decision, judgment

avga,ph agape: love, goodwill

pari,hmi pariemi: to pass by or over, to relax





1. The Woe of DISREGARD (to pass by) of the most 
important – Justice and Love of God
 Deuteronomy 10:18-19 18 "He executes justice for the orphan and the widow, 

and shows His love for the alien by giving him food and clothing.  19 "So show 
your love for the alien, for you were aliens in the land of Egypt. 

 Isaiah 61:8 8 For I, the LORD, love justice, I hate robbery in the burnt offering; 
And I will faithfully give them their recompense And make an everlasting 
covenant with them. 

 Amos 5:15 15 Hate evil, love good, And establish justice in the gate! Perhaps the 
LORD God of hosts May be gracious to the remnant of Joseph. 

 Micah 6:8 8 He has told you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD 
require of you But to do justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly with your 
God? 



2. The Woe of DISHONESTY - concealing a hidden 
motive of self-love that desires human 
recognition/approval/popularity/fame
 Luke 11:43 43 "Woe to you Pharisees! For you love the chief seats in the 

synagogues and the respectful greetings in the market places. 

 Matthew 23:6 "They love the place of honor at banquets and the chief seats in the 
synagogues, 7 and respectful greetings in the market places, and being called Rabbi by 
men. 8 "But do not be called Rabbi; for One is your Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 

"Do not call anyone on earth your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 

"Do not be called leaders; for One is your Leader, that is, Christ. 11 "But the greatest 
among you shall be your servant. 12 "Whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and 
whoever humbles himself shall be exalted. 13 "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites, because you shut off the kingdom of heaven from people; for you do not 
enter in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in. 



3. The Woe of DEFILEMENT – defiling others into sin 
(uncleanness before God) and spiritual death 
(judgment and punishment by God)
 Luke 11:44 44 "Woe to you! For you are like concealed tombs, and the 

people who walk over them are unaware of it." 



4. The Woe of InDIFFERENCE – adding burdens on 
people and not doing anything to help others bear 
their burdens/overload
 Luke 11:45-46 45 One of the lawyers said to Him in reply, "Teacher, when 

You say this, You insult us too."  46 But He said, "Woe to you lawyers as 
well! For you weigh men down with burdens hard to bear, while you 
yourselves will not even touch the burdens with one of your fingers. 



5. The Woe of DUPLICITY – approving of their ancestors 
who killed the prophets but then building 
tombs/monuments to “honor” them
 Luke 11:47-51 47 "Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the prophets, 

and it was your fathers who killed them.  48 "So you are witnesses and 
approve the deeds of your fathers; because it was they who killed them, 
and you build their tombs.  49 "For this reason also the wisdom of God 
said, 'I will send to them prophets and apostles, and some of them they 
will kill and some they will persecute,  50 so that the blood of all the 
prophets, shed since the foundation of the world, may be charged against 
this generation,  51 from the blood of Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who 
was killed between the altar and the house of God; yes, I tell you, it shall 
be charged against this generation.' 



6. The Woe of DETOUR – being a determent to others 
being saved/enter the Kingdom of God

 Luke 11:52 52 "Woe to you lawyers! For you have taken away the key of 
knowledge; you yourselves did not enter, and you hindered those who 
were entering." 



The Aftermath (Hostility, Trapping, Plotting)

 Luke 11:53-54 53 When He left there, the scribes and the Pharisees began 
to be very hostile and to question Him closely on many subjects,  54

plotting against Him to catch Him in something He might say. 



PERSONAL APPLICATION:


