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A letter from 

Micky                  

My name is Micky LaSpada.  I have 35 
years experience in the turf industry as 
a Class A Golf Course Superintendent.  
During that time I had the opportunity 
to seed and grow in a championship 
golf course and eventually host six 
PGA tournaments.  Five years ago I 
had the opportunity to work for 
Turftenders as Service Manager.  
Turftenders is a growing, family owned 
company dedicated in providing a 
quality service.  It was an opportunity I 
could not pass up.  In the past five 
years I have had the pleasure of 
meeting many of our customers and 
helping many of them improve their 
lawns.  I look forward to meeting many 
more of you.  

As we all know we experienced one of 
the HOTTEST, DRIEST summers on 
record.  Although most of us loved the 
summer, it was tough on our lawns.  In 
western New York we have “cool 
season” grasses.  This is why your 
lawn looks the best in spring and fall.  
In the hot, dry summer we may have 
lost some turf but for the most part it 
just went DORMANT.  In an effort to 
stay alive lawns shut down just like 
many animals hibernate to stay alive in 
the winter.  During this tough time the 
last thing your lawn needs is INSECT 
DAMAGE.  This is why our SUMMER 
APPLICATION IS SO IMPORTANT.  I 
know it saved many lawns this past 
summer.  When cooler temperatures 
and rain finally came most lawns 
looked good again.  

We can’t control the weather but there 
are many CULTURAL, NON-
CHEMICAL things we can do to relieve 
STRESS in our lawns:   

REGULAR AERATION: Reducing 
thatch and improving the root zone.  

PROPER SOIL PH: most lawns in 
western NY are acidic and need LIME.  
We can check your PH for FREE and 
recommend the appropriate amount of 
LIME.  Proper PH results in better 
fertilizer up take and a healthier lawn.   

MOW at 2 1/2 – 3 inches: this is free 
and will result in better photosynthesis 
leading to a healthier lawn.   

REGULAR WATERING: Water your 
lawn when it is dry: nothing alive stays 
alive without WATER!!!  

A growing concern is our FLEA and 
TICK problem, both for our animals 
and our families.  There is a solution.   

 

Our flea/tick program can greatly 
reduce the possibility of contracting the 
various diseases they carry. 

We have found it necessary to 
increase our basic lawn care price by 
3.3%.  This is the first increase we 
have had to institute in the past three 
years.  Product prices, insurance, 
labor, etc. have continually been 
increasing. 

Have a HEALTHY, STRESS FREE 
Holiday, and a great New Year! 

Micky 

 

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO 

IMPROVE MY LAWN 

Schedule a lime application!  Most 
lawns in WNY are acidic.  This means 
that the Ph level of the soil is low and 
the lower the Ph, the greater the 
problem.  With low Ph nitrogen is not 
fixed in the soil and the fertilizers you 
are receiving are not getting to the 
plant.  As such the growth will be 
stunted and the color will be weak.  
The Ph level of your lawn should be 
between 6.4 and 6.7 ideally.  A lime 
application will bring your Ph level up 
or in the old-timers terminology 
“sweeten” the soil.  Ask and we wil l do 
a field test of your soil so you will 
accurately know its nature or you can 
assume it is low and schedule an 
application. 

Moss can be an indicator of low PH 
and lime may be needed, however 
other factors which contribute to moss 
are thin turf, mowing height less than 2 
1/2 inches, disease, shade, and insect 
damage.  To reduce moss seeding is 
often necessary.  We offer AERATION 
and SLIT SEEDING with the proper 
seed for your location.  Fall is the best 
time to seed.  

Mow properly!  First, have your 
blades sharpened throughout the 
year.  A dull mower will tear the grass 
blade leaving a jagged tip which will 
turn gray in a couple of days.  
Secondly, after your lawn has grown to 
a length of 3 inches, cut 1 inch off 
leaving a grass blade of at least 2 
inches.  Never cut more than 1/3 of a 
grass blade off at one time.     

QUESTIONS - QUESTIONS 

Why do I have crabgrass?  The pre-
emergent used to control the 
germination of crabgrass seeds forms  

 

a film in the top level of the soil.  If the 
soil is disturbed, as is the case around 
the edges of driveways and side 
walks, or exposed to sunlight, seeds 
will germinate.  Under good conditions 
the chemical is only effective for about 
10 weeks.  If we have unusual weather 
conditions it is possible for germination 
to take place in July. 

Why do I have weeds?  Weed control 
does not prevent weeds from 
germinating or growing.  It only takes 
out those that are actively growing at 
the time of application.  Weeds 
continue to germinate throughout the 
year, even in the late winter.  If the 
lawn is mowed and watered properly 
our weed control will keep out most of 
the weeds.  A thick lawn mowed at a 
minimum of 2 1/2 inches does not let 
sunlight into the soil preventing weeds 
from germinating. 

Why do I have grubs?  My neighbor 
doesn’t!  Grubs result from beetles 
laying their eggs in your lawn.  
Something has attracted the beetle to 
your lawn.  It may be that you have a 
thick, lush lawn with a receptive thatch 
layer that provides a good environment 
for the eggs.  It may be that your 
plantings supply a source of food.  Or 
it may be that you have put a beetle 
bag in the center of your lawn 
attracting every beetle in the 
neighborhood.  DO NOT PUT A 
BEETLE BAG ON YOUR LAWN!   

Why do I have to water in every 
application?  Other than weed 
control, the chemical needs to be 
carried to the area of the lawn where it 
is needed.  This is usually the upper 
layers of the soil.  Water from the 
spray is not adequate to do this.  So, 
you must water deeply for it to be 
totally effective.  Once the weed 
control is dry it has been taken into the 
grass blade so it is then safe to water.  

  Lawn renovation 

When turf dies, no matter the cause, 
re-seeding is the only way to bring 
your lawn back.  We offer AERATION 
and SLIT-SEEDING with the proper 
seed for your situation.  FALL is the 
best time to seed.  We have the 
equipment and the expertise to bring 
your lawn back in the most cost 
effective way. 
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