
Health Update AGM 2017 

 

Firstly, at last year’s AGM we mentioned that the KC club had conducted a survey on all breeds, but 
that results although due, were not yet available. When the results came out a report was submitted to 
our summer newsletter and a more detailed report can be found there and on the kennel club website. 
Basically it outlined the fact that cancer is still by far the biggest health issue for our breed. For some 
reason instances seem to be way beyond that of the other retriever breeds. Hopefully the genome 
sequencing might throw up some answers as to why the Flatcoat is so affected. On a more positive 
note the median age of the breed has risen slightly. Equally there was nothing to suggest any other 
urgent concerns, so onwards and upwards. 

The Kennel Club now has an excellent section on breeding.  We would urge members considering a 
litter to visit the KC web site. The “For breeders” section now clearly outlines all available breeding 
resources, such as Health Test Results Finder, Inbreeding Co-efficient calculators, World Wide DNA 
Testing List etc. There are two new areas for breeders, which include a “Breeding Advice” area and 
an “Understanding Canine Genetics” area. You will find links to these on their website. 

 The FREE dog breeding resources area of the Kennel Club Academy provides a range of films that 
cover topics from pre-breeding considerations right through to rearing, owning and caring for the 
health and welfare of adult dogs. The first series of films cover all the things you need to consider 
before breeding from your dog, from basic considerations like adjustments to your home and lifestyle 
to how to use DNA tests and what you need to know about health conditions and inheritance.” 

AS previously mentioned, Sequencing has begun on the first eleven dogs in the Give aDog a Genome 
project. Flatcoats are not one of the first to be profiled, but it is interesting to see what the health 
concerns of the first breeds to be sequenced are. PRA seems to be a common issue with glaucoma also 
featuring – a condition close to our hearts. It’s amazing to know that such pioneering work is being 
done and great to know that our breed is one of the 75 chosen to participate. We will keep you 
updated on progress as we receive word, but if you would like to learn more about this, visit our 
website and follow the links there. It’s also worth pointing out that a further three dogs are being 
sequenced as part of the AHT glaucoma research programme.  

A Flatcoated Retriever Study Day was held at Stoneleigh in June, covering eyes disease, pain and 
treatment, an update on cancer research at Cambridge, and on genetics and dog-breeding. It also 
focused on how to make good choices. The details of this are on the Society website. Viv also did an 
excellent report in our current newsletter. 

Just a wee reminder!  It is still important that health questionnaires are filled in and that the Cause of 
Death register is completed. I know it’s a painful time when we lose our dogs and filling in these 
forms is the last thing we want to do, but hopefully one day we will get answers.  Remember too that 
ALL causes of death, not just cancer, should be recorded.  As well as these surveys and initiatives, the 
various health committees are doing their best to collate information in the hope of gaining more 
knowledge and information on the issues that affect our flatcoats. Please fill in the relevant forms and 
questionnaires as this will help us to learn as much as possible. Health forms are available here if you 
wish or can be downloaded from our website. This is not just for cause of death, we want to know 
about any illnesses that affect living flatcoats. 



The F R Society also plan to repeat the survey on breed health previously held in 2006 and 2011. We 
do hope you will all take part as this is an excellent way of building a body of evidence about the 
health and any problems within the breed. 

Group study – if any of you have a new pup and want to enrol in this ongoing work, please let us 
know or contact Liz Branscombe directly. This is where a pups’ health is monitored throughout its 
lifetime. Again some very useful information can be collated here. 

We aim to hold an informal seminar as early in the year as possible. This will be of a more general 
nature but there will be a health section where we will update you on the current issues, as well as 
discussing health and wellbeing generally. If there is anything in particular that you would like to 
have included, please get in touch with one of the health committee and we will do our best to find 
answers and prepare accordingly. 

We are delighted to say that veterinary ophthalmologist Tony Wall will be at our Championship show 
in April, conducting eye tests on the day. You need to book in advance and a booking form is 
included with the newsletter.  

It seems that Alabama Rot is still an issue and we would urge dog owners to very vigilant. This 
presents as lesions mainly to feet, legs and face. If not treated promptly it can lead to kidney failure 
and ultimately death, so please be aware, especially if you walk your dogs in woodlands. Another case 
was reported just last month. 

Finally on behalf of the members of the Flatcoated Retriever Club of Scotland, we would like to 
extend our congratulations to Liz Branscombe of the Society’s health sub committee. Liz is Lead 
health coordinator for the breed and has won the Kennel Club’s Health Coordinator of the year award, 
against some very strong competition. Well done Liz! 

We hope to see you at the seminar in due course, but in the meantime, don’t hesitate to get in touch 
with a health committee member if you have any concerns or suggestions regarding the health of your 
flatcoated retriever. 

Dorothy Gray (Health Sub-Committee) 

 

 

 

 


