
A Twitch In Time - by Mike Bloomfield

Further to my article in the spring edition of Lapwing, I thought it 
would be appropriate to write about some successful ‘twitches’ 
made over the last couple of years.

As most of you will already know, local sightings of  the Lesser-
Spotted Woodpecker over the past two years are now  rare, so a 
trip to another area has become necessary for a year list tick, or 
photo opportunity. On the 30th March this year, a visit to the 
Moore Nature Reserve, sited between the Manchester Ship 
Canal and the River Mersey, produced stunning views of both 
male and female birds including contact calls and this male bird 
at his post, drumming up a storm.
 
The Woodlark is another bird we are not blessed with in our 
area, so a trip to Budby Common, Nottinghamshire, is well 
worthwhile providing you have a nice sunny day in the middle of 
May, especially if you wish to hear their song and flight displays.  
For reference, this picture was taken on the 9th March, this year.

A long staying Desert Wheatear gave stunning views for visitors 
to the Bempton RSPB Reserve during the 2011/2 winter.  It 
appeared to find plenty of  insects in and around the old sea bird 
nests and on the ploughed field edging the cliff  top path.  This 
wheatear is common in the sandy steppe and desert areas of 
Northern Africa. It is not known as a long distance migrant 
although odd birds, usually juveniles, do make an appearance 
in the UK during the last three months of any year.

The Jack Snipe is 
a r o u n d i n o u r 
a r e a , u s u a l l y 
during the winter 
months, but it is 
never easy to find, 
or study closely, 
unless you stand 
on it!  So a hide 
comes in to i ts 
own if you are 

lucky enough to hear that one is just a few  metres away.  My 
first such experience came on an autumn birding trip to the Isles 
of Scilly but this was before my interest in photography.  A 
second opportunity came in October 2011 when this bird was 
giving good views from the pond hide at Spurn Point. The 
constant ‘bobbing’ and the lack of a pale crown stripe 
distinguishes it from the Common Snipe. 
 
Sometimes we are treated to colourful visitors from the 
Mediterranean, such as Bee-eater and Hoopoe, but my final 
offering, from the same locale, is just as eye catching.  A Roller 
turned up in the East Riding in June 2012 and remained in the 
area for a few  days feeding in fields, occasionally perching on 
posts, or on telephone wires. Sadly for my camera equipment, it 
never came near enough to get a really good image but what a 
stunner!.     
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