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At the July meeting I gave a talk about 
the area of Baildon Moor which, over the 
past ten years, has become my local 
patch.   This area between Baildon and 
Eldwick is always a pleasure to walk, no 
matter what the time of day or the 
weather.  Outside of the winter period it 
has provided me with some good 
sightings, particularly in spring and 
autumn when birds are on the move, 
though summer is also a busy time for 
those species that choose to breed 
here. 

Golden Plovers assemble in flocks from 
January to May, before they disperse to 
breed further north, and Lapwings arrive 
about this time and establish a breeding 
site in the fields around Golcar Farm.  
Curlews, Snipe and Oystercatchers 
make their presence known in early 
spring, and during the past two years 
Redshank have also made attempts to 
secure a nest site.  The first two weeks 
in May is the best time to visit to see 
these fields alive with waders. 

In early March Skylarks return and their soaring voices can be heard across the higher ground.  Meadow 
Pipits, Reed Buntings and Linnets join them at the end of that month.  They use the convenience of the Golf 
Course as their feeding grounds and at quieter moments small groups can often be seen strung out across the 
fairways.  Waders in the area also make use of this facility and to see Curlews and Oystercatchers probing on 
the carefully-manicured greens brings a smile to this non-golfer!    

It’s often advisable to be out-and-about early if you wish to catch sight of the unusual, particularly at 
Glovershaw as there’s competition from dog walkers and horse riders.  Owls are frequently seen in the early 
morning, and in the periods of migration Wheatears make for the fairways before they move to walls and the 
habitat at the end of Birch Close Lane.  I always check out the 11th fairway which runs parallel to a low wall, 
shown on the map as part of the parish boundary.  This open area attracts plenty of Wheatears and Whinchats 
have been seen here and on nearby bracken.  It’s always a good idea to check the plantation and the cabins 
which are close to the 9th fairway and the fields over towards Faweather Grange.  A Yellow Wagtail on 
passage dropped into the fields in August 2014.  Snipe breed in the rough pasture, Little Owl is often seen 
sitting out on the dilapidated building and migrants have been recorded.   

Six years ago, five pairs of Stonechats bred across this patch, but sadly numbers have declined and this year 
only one pair has been successful.  In June, adults with three juveniles were seen by the quarry around the 
2nd fairway.  The demise of the Yellowhammer in this area has been well-charted.  The bird’s distinctive song 
has not rung out along the Glen Road and around Sconce for some time; the last sighting was a male bird in 
April 2011.  The copse at Birch Close was a well-established winter feeding site for these passerines, but alas 
they appear no longer. 

Any walk around the area should include a visit to Golcar Farm to check the trees that surround the buildings.  
In late summer Spotted Flycatchers, Redstarts and warblers feed-up as they pass through on their journey.  In 
winter a Lesser Spotted Woodpecker was recorded here.  The fields attract post-breeding Lapwing, Goldfinch 
and Linnets; Whinchats feed on the field boundaries in late summer.   Willow Warblers and Whitethroat breed 
in good numbers on the slopes of Baildon Moor and on two occasions Grasshopper Warbler has been heard 
from the blackberry patch alongside the Glen Road.  These are just some of the delights to be had from this 
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