
A Message from Julie Weber Coffman 

 our Benefit and Donor Chair 

Dear Friends, 

We did so much together in 2016 to help transform lives at SisterHouse!  Thank 

you for the many ways in which you contributed, including: 

• Sharing the good work of SisterHouse with your families and friends.  Many 

people have become familiar with our life-changing mission because you 

have shared your knowledge of SisterHouse with them.  Thank you. 

• Attending Spring Fling and Bling in April and Night at FitzGerald’s in 

November, our annual fundraisers which support our programs through fun, 

food, raffles, silent auctions and the gathering of friends.  Thank you. 

• Taking part in our successful Challenge Grant opportunity in 2016 and 

helping us grow so that we can offer more help to others in need of our 

special home.  Thank you. 

• Giving your time and talent to our ladies through your involvement in 

programs and activities at SisterHouse.  Your experiences and expertise are 

invaluable.  Do you know how much our ladies appreciate what you do for 

them?  Thank you. 

• Donating lovely raffle and silent auction items and countless pieces of “bling” 

for our two signature fundraisers.  Thank you. 

• Remembering SisterHouse through ongoing financial support which is critical 

to the success of our programs on a daily basis.  Thank you. 

Can you imagine being given a second chance in life?  It’s not just the plot of a 

popular movie—it’s a reality for approximately 20 women during their stay at 

SisterHouse.  The transformations are not overnight success stories but months 

of hard, painful work and recognizing that help is available and all things are 

possible. 

We thank all of you in the SisterHouse family for “giving back” in 2016 and being 

part of the life-changing events unfolding daily in our special recovery home. 

With gratitude, 

           Julie Weber Coffman, Benefit and Donor Chairman 
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Mardi Gras with The Association of Chicago Priests 

On Sunday, February 26th, Sue Lescher, Pat Smuck and Judy Garber represented the board and three residents from 
SisterHouse attended the Mardi Gras celebration hosted by the Association of Chicago Priests.  The Cara Program 
was honored at the event and Lillian, Lenita and LaTanya are participating in the program at the current time.  The 
Cara Program is a job training and placement provider for individuals affected by homelessness and poverty, but 
also a vehicle for true life transformation.  These ladies were honored in a picture taken with the representative of 
the Cara Program.  Pat Smuck was also honored by the ACP for her 30 years of service on their board.  Pat amazes 
me with the amount of work she does for so many organizations and SisterHouse is truly blessed to have such a 
vivacious and hard working woman on our Board.                          Judy Garber 
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Pat Smuck was also honored by the ACP for 
her 30 years of service on their board.   



“Recovery is Possible” 

SisterHouse was honored to welcome U.S. Congressman Danny K. 

Davis to the house on Christmas Eve. Congressman Davis took 

time out of his busy schedule to visit with residents and staff and 

wish them well for the holidays. "For more than twenty years,  a 

group of volunteers and I have been privileged to visit 

SisterHouse, one of the most impressive programs for women in 

recovery that I know," said Congressman Davis.  During his visit, 

Congressman Davis sang Christmas carols with residents and 

even enjoyed sweet potato pie. “It is always such a pleasure to 

see Congressman Davis,” said Lennette Pointer, Sister House 

Executive Director. “He is a long-time supporter of our 

organization, and his visits always lift everyone's spirits."  
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Danny Davis is a 

long-time 

supporter of our 

organization, 

and his visits 
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Congressman Davis 
Visits  

SisterHouse 

"For more than twenty years,  a 

group of volunteers and I have 

been privileged to visit 

SisterHouse, one of the most 

impressive programs for women 

in recovery that I know.  We 

enjoy singing Christmas Carols, 

fellowship and sometimes eat a 

little sweet potato pie.”  



Gospel Explosion 
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Join us for a soulful event of worship and 
inspiration. The SisterHouse Alumnae proudly 
present Gospel Explosion! Featuring the Moody 
Bible Choir and this year's Guest Speaker Elder 
Ramon Odom. This year’s ticket price is $35.00 
and can be purchased via JaShawn Hill at 773-430
-7221 or the door. This event includes a soul food 
buffet, speakers, raffles and more.  

Sister Alumnae House, the place where 

Recovery is Possible!  Today, the 

SisterHouse Alumnae Club serves from a 

place of passion and enthusiasm, because 

we are forever grateful for the role that 

SisterHouse Recovery Home played in 

our lives.  Some of us who are active in 

our alumnae have been sober for almost 

20 years now, and we realize that if we 

had not been introduced to this amazing 

journey of love, spirituality and holistic 

transformation, our purpose would have 

never evolved into this degree of 

usefulness!  And because we recognize 

the importance of the spirit of helping 

others, we have been able to celebrate 

the new residents of SisterHouse by 

hosting an annual family and community 

picnic to incorporate the ladies of  the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

house, the families, friends and loved 

ones in an environment of food, fun and 

fellowship.  We as the alumnae have also 

been able to fundraise for important 

needs of the ladies by way of our Annual 

Gospel Explosion Celebration, that brings 

Christian Gospel talents in the 

community to the stage of Stahl Theatre 

to present inspiration and hope to those 

overcoming in the recovery community.  

In addition, we present the ladies of 

SisterHouse with an awesome annual 

Christmas Party to give gifts, 

encouragement and inspiration for their 

journey.  Another great program 

incentive of the Alumnae Club, is our Big 

Sister Little Sister opportunity.  In this 

program, we foster relationships with the 

incoming residents by connecting each 

resident with an alumnae member.  This 

has proven to be very successful and offer 

the residents a glimpse of hope and 

aspiration for their journey ahead!  The 

alumnae is graced to serve in this capacity 

and loves the work this non-profit offers 

the community at large.  

Blessing to all,   JaShawn Hill 

SisterHouse 
Alumnae 
Club 
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Spring Fling 

SisterHouse's 4th Annual Spring Fling and 
Bling is right around the corner! Please join us 
in our support of SisterHouse. Enjoy the 
southern inspired food of Inspiration Kitchens 
before exploring our auction of lovely jewelry 
(perfect for Mother’s Day) and fun raffles. This 
event benefits two great causes; SisterHouse 
Chicago, a recovery home for women and 
Inspiration Kitchens, a non profit supporting 
employment for homeless. This year's Spring 
Fling & Bling will be held on April 
29th @11am Inspiration Kitchen 3504 W Lake 
St. Chicago, IL 60624.  
 
Tickets are available for purchase via our 
website, www.sisterhousechicago.org or at 
the door.  

Visit www.sisterhouse.org for more information 
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http://www.sisterhousechicago.org


Donate at www.sisterhouse.org 

Your Donations Make a Difference 

 $35.00 can help one lady a week  with transportation to search for 

employment, housing referral, and family visits.  

 $50.00 can help two ladies with toiletries, laundry soap, deodorant, 

and other personal items. 

 $75.00 will support three ladies to obtain their birth certificate.  

 $160.00 will support eight ladies in getting their state ID. 

 $1,000.00 will help restore the family cycle by helping provide 

retreats on healing and building relationships and family events. 

 $5,000.00 will provide a wide range of educational opportunities 

including computer literacy, recovery education, tutoring in English 

and Math.  

SISTERHOUSE 
851 N. Leamington Avenue 
Chicago, IL 60651 
Phone: 773.626.0525 
Fax: 773.626.3708 
www.sisterhousechicago.org 
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