
Innovative Ideas Wanted!  As we begin to look towards what we pray becomes a long-standing SisterHouse tradition, we need some new 

ideas for the SisterHouse Priceless Pearls Events Committee. Just last year when we decided to try out the Paper Airplane Bracket Tourna-

ment, it seemed like a silly idea just to entertain the husbands of our dedicated board members. Little did we know it would be a highlight 

of the evening for many of the participants! Similarly, when faced with the tired routine of constant silent auctions, our event committee 

thought outside of the box and came up with a “still in the box” auction that was also a big hit at 

last year’s event. These ideas brought in enough additional money to our fundraiser that every 

lady at SisterHouse got a new bed-in-a-bag bedding set for Christmas last year. The time dedi-

cated to this event has a tangible impact on the ladies we serve. The next event can be even bet-

ter! Please consider joining our events committee. We need your ideas, your energy, your experi-

ence, to make the 2nd Priceless Pearls event as memorable as the last!  

(never fear, we’ll be bringing back the Still in the Box Auction and the Paper Airplane Bracket 

Tournament this year as well, Sr. Charmaine needs another shot at the Championship!) 

Contact Mary Catherine Wygonik for more info mclw312@hotmail.com 
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Full time employment is always one of the biggest goals for one of the SisterHouse residents to set her 

eyes on as she progresses through our Recovery is Possible program. Recently, the energy in the house 

has been at a high level of excitement because job interviews keep coming. We’re excited to have seen 

so many ladies get hired by local companies. Most recently, we have had a few residents begin work 

with the CTA, Macy’s Department Store, and the University of Chicago. Oftentimes, these opportunities 

are provided by relationships built by our partners at the Cara Program, but the ladies know that they 

have to go into those interviews prepared to win the job.   

We want to congratulate our residents and our alumnae on their successful employment. Every new job, 

career move, and promotion inspires us and the next group of women. At SisterHouse we have living 

proof that Recovery is Possible, and so is success! The dedication, passion, and hard work of our resi-

dents reminds everyone that they can do a bit more every day.  

As we watch them exceed expectations and dare to dream bigger and fly higher, our commitment to this 

community is reignited.  Going back to the founding of our sponsoring order, the School Sisters of 

Notre Dame, we remember that a woman with the guts to take risks and work hard can do pretty much 

anything, and so we at SisterHouse shall continue striving and soaring to new heights! 

SisterHouse: Soaring to New Heights! 



As my time at SisterHouse approaches it’s 3rd year, it seems like either just yesterday or decades ago that I 

first started this journey. We have made so much progress! It is so easy to recognize when I pause to think 

about the ladies we’ve served. A message will come in from Jackie reporting that all is well with her family in 

Detroit, Jennifer will send in a donation reminding us that she hasn’t forgotten everything SisterHouse did for 

her, Joyce will stop in to say hi and check on her sisters. The community has grown outside of our residents’ 

lives as well. We’ve forged new collaborative partnerships, begun working with new funders, and fallen back 

on the love and encouragement of new supporters. 

 

The Board of Directors has grown and learned new things as well. We have an Alumnae Association who’s 

spirit is contagious and a major events committee that appreciates the beauty of our community and works 

tirelessly to create an event to support and sustain our mission. 

Our staff continues to grow as well, Program Director Ro-

chelle Sims remains dedicated to continuing education and 

everyday I learn something new about the various hats I wear. 

Overall, the way we operate remains simple and focused on 

our residents. We stay true to our mission and purpose and we 

bring a spirit of transparency and financial sustainability into 

our operations. The success we have had over the past few 

years is undeniable, but it is certainly not unbeatable! 

 

Thank you for your enduring support! 

Bonnie Johnson 

SisterHouse Executive Director 

For those of you who were unable to dance the night away with us last October at our 30th Anniversary Gala, never 

fear.... Save the date for 2013's Priceless Pearls Benefit - Saturday 10/19/2013. Victoria Beau Jolie, in Schiller Park, 

once again welcomes the SisterHouse Family in our fundraising efforts. Last year we exceeded our fundraising goal 

of $10,000 and this year have decided to up the ante. We, the SisterHouse Benefit Committee, have already begun 

meeting to plan and fundraise towards our 2013 goal of $20,000! We are committed to supporting SisterHouse in 

transforming lives by making recovery possible for our Precious Pearls, the amazing and inspiring women of Sister-

House. Please join us on October 19, 2013 for an evening of dining and dancing, fun and exciting games and auc-

tions, and recognition of important patrons and donors. This is an opportunity to really make a difference for the 

women for whom SisterHouse remains the place of recovery, love, and stability that it has been since 1982. We need 

your help: your time, and donations to make this celebration a success! It was such a wonderful experience to be a 

part of planning Priceless Pearls 2012! We accomplished a great feat, and are very hopeful that it will only get bet-

ter! If you can help us with your time or donations, please contact Bonnie Johnson at 773-626-0525 or Mary Cathe-

rine Wygonik (mclw312@hotmail.com) to get involved with Precious Pearls 2013!  

We hope you’ll join us! 

Amy Ingles 

Priceless Pearls Event Committee Member 
Committee member Amy Ingles 

at the 2012 Priceless Pearls Event 
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Board of Directors 

Mary Catherine Wygonik, M.A. 

Patricia Smuck 

Susan Lescher, MA 

Diane Thomas Levy, JD 

Charmaine Krohe, SSND 

Claire Marie Czerweic, SSND 

Mary Kay Brooks, SSND 

Mary Lou Henderson, SSND 

Diane Thomas Levy 

Cassandra Norman 

Eunice Reed 

Steven Sowle, JD 

Sabrina Land 

Tiffany Harrison, MA 

Executive Director: 

Bonnie Johnson, MA 

Program Director: 

Rochelle Sims, CADC, NCRS 

SAVE THE DATE! 

SisterHouse 

Priceless Pearls Benefit  

Saturday October 19, 2013 

 Victoria Beau Jolie  

in Schiller Park 

 

Check out our website for 

more information! 

www.sisterhousechicago.org 

SisterHouse March 2013: 

Soaring to New Heights!  

We need your help!!! Donations needed!!! 

Airline frequent flier miles or credit card points 

Gift cards to your favorite local restaurant or boutique 

Hotel stays, vacation homes, or time shares 

Jewelry, purses, original artwork, or other luxury items 

Event Tickets, Concerts or your favorite sports team 

A round of golf at your favorite course 

Movie passes, bowling nights, comedy clubs or other fun activities 

Professional services (legal advice, tutoring, photography session, etc.) 

Gift baskets or "still in the box" items 

Theatre tickets or cultural events 

Children's items - games and toys  

Spa items, services, and gift-cards 

Family events and activities (theme park passes, museums & zoos, etc.) 

 
Send donations to SisterHouse Executive Director Bonnie Johnson 

851 N. Leamington Ave. Chicago IL 60651 

From the Priceless Pearls Events Committee 

mailto:bonnie.m.johnson@gmail.com
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 General Wish List 

At SisterHouse we rely on the generosity of our friends to make ends meet. We always appreciate in-kind donations of everyday 

necessities, especially: food, clothing, household items, pillows, kitchen utensils, toiletries and personal items, etc. 

Additionally, we currently have a major need for household sup-

plies like paper goods (toilet paper, Kleenex tissues, paper tow-

els), detergent, bleach, cleaning products, garbage bags, Ziploc 

bags, aluminum foil, and any other everyday household necessi-

ties you can think of. 

We are hoping to work with any community group, company, 

church, or organization that is willing to hold a collection or do-

nation drive for these essential items so that we do not have to 

continually purchase them. 

 

Please call Rochelle or Bonnie at (773) 626-0525 to coordinate or set 

up a drop off time. 

SSND Annual Meeting in Baltimore 

DONATE ONLINE:  

www.sisterhousechicago.org 

We are Called  

& We are Sent. 

This year when we journeyed to the SSND mother 

house called Villa Assumpta Baltimore for the Annu-

al meeting of the sponsored and co-sponsored works 

of the School Sisters of Notre Dame, we brought a 

number of leaders from our community.  The group 

representing SisterHouse included Executive Director 

Bonnie Johnson, Board President Mary Catherine 

Wygonik, Financial Administrator Sister Joan 

O’Connell SSND, and Board Members Sabrina Land, 

Sister Mary Lou Henderson SSND, and Sister Claire 

Marie Czerweic SSND.   

In meeting with representatives from other sponsored 

and co-sponsored works, we had a great opportunity 

to recognize the unity of mission and foundational 

roots between our ministries, as well as share ideas 

for spreading the SSND charism and celebrating the 

history of our founding order.  We also examined the 

directional statement from the most recent SSND 

General Counsel and contemplated how our works 

are inspired by the message of “Love Cannot Wait.” 

This year’s annual meeting was also the first with the 

newest Provincial Council for the Atlantic-Midwest 

Province of the SSND.  These new Provincial Coun-

cilors have been traveling throughout the country to 

connect with sponsored and co-sponsored works, get 

to know what sort of work we do and what our needs 

are, gather the voices and talents of SSND sisters in 

different areas, and open communication between 

some of the newest 

parts of the province, 

especially our friends 

from the SSND in 

Canada which just 

recently became a 

part of the Atlantic-

Midwest Province. 
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SisterHouse Resident Spotlight: 

Teressa Gorins  

 

Who Am I 

 

For years I wore many masks  

not knowing which one was really me 

so this is my story and it all started at three 

Abandon by my parent and filled with so much pain 

It really wasn’t hard at all  

to figure out just who was to blame 

I chose the fast life the life of money and drugs 

This life was all business  

the corner, the bar, the clubs 

See I wore these faces because I couldn’t let you see 

That there inside of me was that little girl at three 

That little girl in mist of the darkness 

That little girl locked in the closet 

That little girl that longed for her mother 

That little girl that hide under the covers 

That little girl with no sense of direction 

That little girl making this confession 

That little girl that now is asleep 

That little girl that finally found peace 

Who Am “I” That little girl 

Change 

 

Change began for me the day I walked into SisterHouse.  

Let's talk about change for a minute.  What is change?  

The Webster's Dictionary definition says change is "to 

substitute, exchange, or alter."  Rochelle Sims, Program 

Director of SisterHouse, told me I had to change "MY 

way of thinking"... as I looked at her, my face expressed 

such confusion.  "Change my thinking?  What's wrong 

with my thinking?" I asked.  She calmly replied, "What's 

right with your thinking?" 

That was a question that made me pause for a moment.  

Quickly my thoughts took me to a place deep inside my 

mind where I found all this fear, self-pity, resentment, 

and shame.  So there it was, the direct result of MY 

thinking.  I no longer rely upon my own thinking.  I 

believe in a power greater than myself.  I rely upon 

God's strength, direction, and purpose for my life. 

Thank you to SisterHouse Executive Director Bonnie 

Johnson for allowing me to share my story, to Rochelle 

Sims for her encouragement, to the Cara Program for 

showing me the path to transformation, and to the 

School Sisters of Notre Dame for founding and sponsor-

ing SisterHouse.  Today I am one year sober because of 

my willingness to change. 


