Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 6 April 2016

MINUTES OF DUCKLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING 

HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6 APRIL 2016
IN THE LILAC ROOM, VILLAGE HALL, DUCKLINGTON AT 7.00 PM

30.16
Members

Edmund Strainge – ES (Chairman)
            Present:                     Adrian Armitage - AA





            Peter Almgill – PA


                                          Richard Border – RB

                                               Simon Bradshaw - SB










            John Dunsdon - JD





David Duthie - DD
                                               Peter Godwin- PG





Catherine Maddison - CM



In Attendance:
Richard Brown - Clerk 

                                               Steve Townsend – Sports Club – item 37.16(n) only





James Mills – Oxfordshire County Council - 35.16 only


                                               Ben Woodruff – West Oxfordshire District Council - 35.16 only
31.16
Members'


            Apologies:                 None
32.16
Minutes of meeting held on 3 February 2016 and 9 March 2016
The minutes of the above meetings were approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman as a true records of those meetings.
33.16
Lease with the Sports Club
            A summary of amendments to the current lease to date was supplied by the Clerk, having 
been compiled by DD from previous Council meetings.

            The schedule was discussed and minor amendments made. Councillors then resolved that 
these amendments be made to the old lease to form a new lease, but after they had been 
shown 
to the Council’s solicitors and their views sought. The Clerk was asked to facilitate 
this matter.

            Carried forward

34.16
Thames Valley Police
            No representation
35.16
County/District Council Matters

Ben Woodruff (District Councillor) reported on three matters. Firstly that the planning application from Strutt & Parker for up to 24 mixed dwellings in the village had been submitted to the District Council’s  Planning Department. The Chairman commented that the application was in within this Agenda for Councillors discussion and Ben further commented that it would be heard by Committee, with a chance for interested parties to speak in front of that committee for a short period. Secondly, Ben commented on the proposal to form a Unitary Council that was being supported by West Oxfordshire -a possible way forward. Sir Barry Norton is preparing a document to expand upon the matter. Ben then described how the paving outside the Woolgate Centre in Witney was being re-laid, being uneven in certain areas. Finally Ben reported that Sir Barry Norton – leader of the District Council- had recently announced that he would not be seeking re election, due to ill health, after some 40 years’ service.

35.16
County/District Council Matters (continued)
           
James Mills (County Councillor) announced that the County Council had taken delivery of a 
vehicle known as The Dragon. This will speed up the repair of potholes on the County

roads at a much reduced cost of £10 per pot hole – rather than £70 using previous 
methods. Recycling at the County Council’s Household Waste Recycling Centre’s will now 
be open longer on Thursdays between 7 April and 29 September for an extra 3 hours 
extending 8am- 5pm to 8am – 8pm. The County Council’s Street Lighting contract with 
Scottish & Southern Electrical (SEE) will end on 1 April 2016. An interim contact has been
negotiated and a new contract being sought from suitable suppliers, along with the one-off 
LED street lamp replacement programme.
Finally, a new online mapping service tool has been launched by the County Council to help freight and logistics companies plan their routes through the County – further details can be found at: http://freightgateway.co.uk/oxfordshire.

36.16
Parish Councillors – Disclosure of interests on agenda items

            RB disclosed an interest with regard to the planning application by Strutt & Parker – up to 
24 mixed dwellings on Standlake Road.
 37.16
Matters Arising from Previous Meetings

a) Container movements
Clerk’s Notes re iterated the proposals set out in an email dated 30 March 2016 from Pre School chair Jo George that stated Pre School agree to pay for the moving costs of both containers to the sports field which will then enable Pre School to clear the site for their new building. PTA (FOD’s) chair Millie Fellows wishes to share storage with the Parish Council, whereas Pre School do not need any container storage. Rent is not payable by the Parish Council or FOD’s each to the other.
However, Jo George now wondered whether a container could be moved to the Parish Council’s car park.
The Clerk informed the Council that he had already informed Millie Fellows that the plans for the upgrading of the car park had been concluded and had been presented for planning application to the District Council at that she had replied that she quite understood if this latest request was not possible.
Councillors discussed the request and resolved to reply to Millie Fellows that the moving of a container to the car park would not be possible.

b) Web Cam - PA
 PA requested that the Clerk contact Martin Dines asking when the camera will be put up.
c) Car park plans and Donation request from Primary School 
Councillors discussed the request from the school towards a new shelter. This shelter partly arises from the removal of certain trees on the Parish Council land being returned by the school to the Parish Council. This land will form part of the enlarged car park.
After discussion, Councillors resolved to make a donation to the school shelter fund of £500.

d) Church broad band and cost sharing.
 Carried forward.
e) Movement of defibrillator
The Clerk reported that he had heard from Steve Townsend. He had requested that the Clerk re send the cabinet code so that he could remove the defibrillator in due course.
Carried forward
37.16
Matters Arising from Previous Meetings (continued)

f) Allotments & working party visit date.
Councillors discussed both the working party date and the work on plot 13.
After discussion it was resolved that initial working party date would be the morning of 14 May 2016. Rubbish would be dumped on Plot 13 and then a date set for re working of this plot ready for letting.

g) Allotment trough - ES
Carried forward.
h) Clerk’s hours and appraisal date
PA requested that the organisation of a mutually acceptable date for the above be taken on by another Councillor. This, PA explained, is expected lack of time due to family reasons. CM offered to assist.
Carried forward
i) Web Administrator applications.

PA informed Councillors that he was due to meet with the candidates.
j) Primary school ditch clearance
The Clerk reported that further information had been received from the school.
RB suggested that the Clerk email the Head of school suggesting that the Council organise the work and pay their contractor- then invoice the school for the cost.
Carried forward.
k) Ditch investigation – Standlake Road

The Clerk had reported that this investigation has been booked with the County Council under reference 734501, but that he had added to the investigation that Councillors believe the diameter of the pipe/culvert may be too small.
Carried forward.

l) Village Hall booking for Annual Parish Meeting and invitees
The Clerk reported that the new village hall booking clerk had been unable to accept the booking for 19 May 2016 as requested.

However he had booked the venue for Thursday 26 May 2016 where the meeting will start at 7PM after discussion with the Chairman and had ensured that this date was advertised in the recent April/May village newsletter.

The Clerk reported that he had had acceptance replies from the following invitees:

Lucy Cullen – Lower Windrush Valley Project

Martin Layer- Smiths Industries

Jo George – Chair Pre School

James Mills – Oxfordshire County Councillor

Ben Woodruff - West Oxfordshire District Councillor

Mike Robinson – Strutt & Parker

Thames Valley Police replied that they could not attend the meeting, congratulating the village that Ducklington encountered few problem compared with other villages.
Responses are still awaited from two invitees.

Village Hall booking for Annual Parish Meeting and invitees (continued)

Councillors discussed refreshments to follow the close of the meeting. It was agreed that significant amounts of food was not eaten in previous years, so resolved that tea/ coffee and biscuits would be made available this year and CM agreed to arrange.
The Clerk reported that most invitees had requested PowerPoint and display facilities.

 PA agreed to supply the necessary equipment.

m) Equipment container Risk Assessment - DD

              Carried forward
n) Sports Club attendance at meeting
              The Sports Club secretary had requested that he and Steve Townsend (ST) attend the 

   Council discuss the maintenance of the sports field.

               The Secretary was not able to attend the meeting on the day, but ST attended alone 

    making the following points:

· ST complained that the grass had not been cut, harrowed and fertilised.
DD replied that weather and flooding had made it difficult to cut the grass and that normal cutting was not due to start until April, but that vert-draining had been installed to assist drainage. The grass had been dressed by Simon in the previous Autumn and the Parish Council were following the IOG report to bring the field up to standard as the Sports Club are aware. DD added that the Council’s mower was due to arrive in the following week, so long as the Sports Club released the Shed as had been requested. This was to store the mower. The roller could also be stored, but only at the close of the season. ST agreed that if Councillors assisted with clearance of the shed it would be handed over by the weekend. This was agreed and Councillors said they would be at the ground from 4PM on Friday 8 April.
· ST asked if certain members of the Club could use the mower to help with regular grass cutting
This was refused on various grounds that included the terms of the Council’s insurance. However, JD suggested a compromise and PA agreed that a grass cutting schedule should be drawn–up so that the Sports Club would be aware of cutting dates/ holidays and sickness etc. provisions. This was agreed. ST agreed to supply the listing of matches agreed by the Club and when the last matches would be played.
· ST stated that the drains from the school that go around by the substation to the culvert are clogged and it is too small and contributes to flooding problems in the sports field. 
Councillors replied that these matters were in hand, but is also dependent on the cooperation and action of others. PA commented that the fir tree branches in the ditch did not help this matter.
o)       Varnishing of Parish Council benches

                    DD had requested that a date be set to maintain the benches from his check of 
                    Assets of November 2015.
                    Carried forward
p)       Bartholomew Close – quotes to remove trees in water-  ES

                        Carried forward
38.16
New Business 
a) Quote for moles in Churchyard – DD
The Clerk reported that he had received a telephone call and that a quote would follow. However, he had not received a quote to date

Carried forward

b) Donation request – Big Lunch / Queen’s 90th birthday
Councillors considered the request.
After discussion, Councillors resolved to donate £250.

c) Subsidised bus services
The Clerk included the full email concerning the above in Councillor pack.
The contents were noted by the Council.
 39.16
 School Report 
             RB made the following report to Councillors.

             Staffing: The school is preparing for a number of changes between now and the beginning  
 of the new school year.
· The two new appointed Teaching Assistants are settling in very well.

· The Inclusion Manager is on maternity leave, but cover has been provided.
· Pauline Thomas will be retiring at the end of the school year, after nineteen years’ service.

· Jan Millington is moving to a full time role at another school.

· Susi Carroll -Foundation Stage (FS) - will be leaving to have her second child.

· Lisa Brown has been accepted for the SCITT programme, mainly based at the school.
· There will be staff vacancies for Year 3 and Year 5 teachers and the Deputy Head will be freed from teaching to mentor and support staff.

 Assessment: Governors had queried how pupils could be assessed against the        expected standard when the Government had not yet defined that standard- a problem for all schools. In the meantime, Governors are viewing evidence of progress in pupils work such as “next step marking” so that they can see tangible progress.

Budget: Finances are in a healthy position at present, particularly, as the number of choices for FS places has been oversubscribed.
Car park: As directed, I apologised for the lack of communication about the alterations to the car park and this was graciously accepted.

Pre- school: Are finding it difficult to raise sufficient funding to move to the school site. Governors are considering other ways to support this desirable outcome.

Academies: This is now a very live issue and the Governors will be considering the options at an extra meeting on 9 May, where three academy representatives will be invited to make presentations.
 40.16
Playgrounds/Sports field  

a) Monthly Playground Inspections and litter picking reports
The Clerk reported in Clerk’s Briefing Notes that he had received a March playground inspection report from Dick Rudd that confirmed that no additional faults had been found other than those identified in the previous month. The quote from Dick Rudd to replace the posts near Graham Lenton’s house/ pond at £26 per post was accepted.
The Clerk reminded Councillors that Clerk’s Briefing Notes contained the prices from Wicksteed for replacement parts for swings.
b) Litter picking report.
Will Hutchinson reported to the Clerk that there were no particular issues in the village       during the month other than that the number of capsules he had found this month at Chalcroft Open Space had decreased.
c) Borehole 

Carried forward
d) Purchase of mower 

DD and SB reported that a suitable mower at Turney (Weston on the Green) had been located to cut the grass at the sports field. The price was £11,202.00 plus VAT - total of £13,442.40 and picture of the machine with low hours of use was shown to Councillors.
After discussion, Councillors resolved to agree that DD purchase the mower as soon as possible and it was within the price band agreed at the last meeting of £12,500 before VAT
e)  Roller at the sports field

JD reported that, after investigation, the roller was the property of the Sports Club.
41.16
PLANNING 
PLANNING APPLICATIONS GRANTED:

· 15/04313/HHD Ms.D. Masurier, 5 Standlake Road: single storey rear extension
· 15/04507/HHD Mr. A. Kenyon, 4 Moors Close: rear extension/garage& porch.

· 16/00258/HHD Ms. R. Mills,10 Tristram Road: erect single storey garage.
NEW PLANNING APPLICATIONS:

16/00961/HHD Mrs. J. Luker, 18 Park Road: erect single storey garage.
 No comment
           16/00758/OUT Strutt & Parker, Land north of Standlake Road, construct up to 24 
mixed dwellings.
 Councillors discussed this request for outline planning permission and resolved to reply that 

 they believe the proposal would significantly impact the village and consequently listed  

 seven issues that would need to be considered, together with two maintenance and four 

 upgrading of village assets that would  be necessary.
42.16   FINANCE

a) Account Balances, bank reconciliations and Debts due to Council – Clerk’s Briefing Notes 

Balance on Current Account 
         £20,557.98 


Bonus saver                                                                     £22,886.21

Total Cash Holding 31 March 2016                                 £43,444.19
                  ES checked and agreed the bank reconciliations
                  Debts                                                                               £NIL
b) Budgets 2016/17
                  The Clerk tabled a budget for 2016/17and the draft and actual results for the years 
 
      ending 31 March 2016 and 2015 for comparison.

                  He requested that Council review the draft results for 2016 and the proposed budget.
                  In addition, to decide on the transfers to and from Reserves for the 2016/17 budget. 

                  The proposed budget included £4,000 transfer to Reserves, but the project expenditure
                  of 2016/17 would need to be agreed in the light of any transfer.
                  The Clerk requested that the above points be settled at the May meeting and stated

                  that the Annual Governance Statement 2015/16 and the Annual Accounting Statement

                  2015/16 will need to be agreed at the same time, where each statement this year must

                  be considered separately under new accounting rules.

                  The Clerk also tabled a dated list of events for completing the Financial Statements

                  this year through their internal and final clearance of the external audit.

42.16   FINANCE (continued)
c) MARCH INVOICES DUE FOR APPROVAL and PAYMENT
	Name - Description
	 
	£ p - inc VAT
	Relevant legal statute

	Clerk / RFO Net Salary & working from home allowance £18
	 
	404.40
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	Clerk / RFO expenses:
	 
	
	

	Mileage   42 mls @ £0.45p
	 
	£18.90
	LGA 1972 s111

	Mobile contract & calls / stationery/ stickers
	 
	£65.13
	LGA 1972 s111

	TOTAL
	£488.43
	
	

	Post Office Ltd - HMRC - PAYE RTI 
	
	96.60
	LGA 1972 s111/2

	Will Hutchinson  Litter picking 29/2-3/4 @ 5 @£15/ week
	 
	75.00
	LGA 1972 s214

	Margaret L Johnson - March packs/ stamps/ blk cartridge
	 
	48.83
	LGA 1972 s111

	AK Timms - allotment gate combination lock
	 
	29.84
	LG(MP)A1976 s19

	Helen Strainge - Edit newsletter 189 Mar / April addition
	 
	45.00
	LGA 1972 s111

	Dick Rudd - Repairs to play equip £100 open spaces £100
	 
	200.00
	LG(MP)A1976 s19

	The Henry Box school - print newsletter 189 - April/ May
	 
	83.28
	LGA 1972 s111

	WODC grass cutting March open spaces  - first
	 
	130.07
	LGA 1972 s214

	J. Miles - mow cemetry 19/3  - was £95 (3%)
	 
	98.00
	LGA 1972 s214

	Witney Mowers - annual service/ repairs of strimmer and mower
	 
	269.87
	LG(MP)A1976 s19

	Bryant Land&Property-rent  s/ field qtr  commencing 25/3
	 
	102.50
	LGA 1972 s214

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	TOTALS
	 
	1,667.42
	 


The payments were approved.  The cheques were signed by PA and DD
43.16
Parish Councillors’ reports from meetings attended since last meeting
            None
44.16
Other matters for discussion – for information and items for next Agenda  
a)   JD informed that Dick Rudd was to repair the gaps in the slides to avoid fingers being 
                   trapped.
b) SB reported that the lady who, against many requests to stop feeding the ducks at the pond but continues to do so, drives a red Ford Ka –registration number OU09 WRG.
c) SB mentioned that the decorative green area within Peel Close was being ruined by delivery, refuse lorries and others parking or overrunning the grass creating a muddy mess.
                  Consequently SB requested an Agenda item next month to propose solutions such 
                  as posts to be implanted in the green to reduce further damage.
d)  PG reported that three posts now need replacing around the pond area.
e)  DD commented that red sticky tape had been placed at the access to the footpath at the bottom of Home Farm drive near the A415 apparently aiming to close the path to use. DD asked that Dan Weeks be advised.
f)  ES asked that deep pot holes be reported on Curbridge road.
  45.16   Dates of next meetings – 4 May 2016 – Lilac Room, Village Hall, 7.30 pm  
                                  – 26 May 2016 – Annual Parish Meeting, Village Hall, 7.00 pm  
Signed ……………………………………………………………..dated…………………                                                                                                                                           
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735

