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In the name of one God – creator, redeemer and sustainer. Amen. 
 
We have had some rather severe parables presented by Jesus in recent weeks. Last Sunday, it was the 
parable of the vineyard owner, whose tenants killed his slaves and his son before themselves being 
killed. This week, it is a king who destroys all those who refused the hospitality offered at his son’s 
wedding banquet, and even has one who did show up bound and thrown out because of how he was 
dressed.  
 
If you’re simply doing a quick surface reading of the Gospels, these are quite harsh – violence in what we 
would hope are moments of good news, and the absence of forgiveness from one who preached 
forgiveness. Moving beyond the surface, we find that these parables are in fact critiques of the religious 
authorities of the day, of the chief priests and elders who have forgotten or turned away from the 
message of the God they were tasked with preserving and teaching. 
 
But today I don’t want to dive into a deep exegetical analysis of this parable, or look at what 
commentators and scholars have said about it. I want to look at why, as I approached the Gospel, my 
attention was drawn to one particular verse: “But they made light of it [his invitation] and went away, 
one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and killed 
them.” Why this particular verse? 
 
For me, it’s because it deals with choices, and how we respond to invitations – specifically, the calls and 
invitations we receive from God. Whenever we are called to something, we have a choice. We can 
answer that call, or we can move away from it in a different direction. Those are the same choices we 
can make when that call is from God: we can choose to answer, or we can choose to ignore. God won’t 
force his way in, but God can always wait us out. In my personal experience, God always seems to get 
the last word. 
 
More than 10 years ago, I started getting what I can only describe as little taps on the shoulder – small, 
almost imperceptible moments when my attention was grabbed, even for the briefest of instances. But 
rather than try to determine what they meant, I chose to ignore them. The taps continued, and I 
continued to ignore them. And then one day, just a few minutes after Amy and I had gotten home from 
church, the taps changed. Dramatically. I suddenly felt as if someone was grabbing me by the lapels and 
shaking me, loudly saying to me, “Are you paying attention to what I am trying to tell you?”  
 
In that moment, my choice changed; I made the decision stop ignoring the taps, as I had been doing for 
so long, and pay attention to what I was being told. Follow me, and see what I have in store for you. 
And now, more than a decade – including three years of seminary study – later, here I am. I’m standing 
in this pulpit today because I chose to stop ignoring all the road signs that God was throwing up along 
my journey and instead start following them. 
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We will always have choices to make in life. Some may be quite mundane and reflective of some of the 
easier things in life: do we eat at home for dinner, or do we go out to a restaurant? Do I watch the Ohio 
State game, or do I read this book that’s been sitting on the bedside table for months?  
 
But in many instances and for many people, the choices are much more serious. Do I continue working 
in the security of the job I have now, no matter how much I dislike it, or do I leave for a new job that I 
know nothing about but in which I’ll be happier? Do I stay in this marriage or relationship, no matter 
how difficult or how abusive, because it is the only stable thing I have in my life, or do I do what I need 
to protect myself and my children and leave? Do I buy my medicine this month, or do I pay the power 
bill? 
 
The life God has given us is not always easy, and neither are the choices we make or the answers we 
give to the calls extended to us. To this I would say two things. First, Jesus himself knows that life is not 
easy, for Jesus lived as a man among humanity – and with that came experience with the difficulties this 
life can bring. He was born into what would have been a lower-income family in a time when his land 
was not his own, but belonged to Rome. People demanded much of him, even in his limited time. He got 
tired, and he got hungry. He was sad at times, and he cried. He was even afraid, asking God to take the 
burden of his impending death away from him. He was tempted with the promise of power, glory and 
riches. But it is because of these very things that he is the perfect companion and guide for us. It is the 
fact that he lived life here on earth and knows the difficulties we face that he is, as we read in 1 John, 
“an advocate with the Father.” 
 
And second, even as Jesus knows our troubles, there is additional help available to us. The key to 
answering God’s call, to making the choices – easy and difficult – that we have to make, is to give the 
Holy Spirit room to guide us. God invites us to particular things, but we have to allow room for God to 
operate.  
 
I chose to ignore the invitation I started receiving those many years ago because I didn’t give myself 
time to consider what I was hearing. Instead, I immediately turned away to something else. Some 
people may be invited to participate in role in the community or a particular ministry and offer the 
special gifts they have been gifted, but will decline the invitation and move elsewhere. Perhaps they feel 
that someone else more talented will step up and make it a success, or they may feel they don’t have to 
offer what others seem to think they do. 
 
But don’t turn away from the invitations we receive to the banquet. As much as we may think the 
invitations are for us, by accepting we may in fact be able to offer much more to someone else who is 
already there. When we turn down an invitation from God, we may be turning down not only a gift 
offered to us but the glorious gift we may be able to offer someone else. 
 
So we should always listen carefully to the calls we receive. Pray unceasingly to see where God is at 
work in the call, and where God may go to work in you. Allow space for the Holy Spirit to go to work. 
And in picturing yourself at the banquet, don’t simply look at where you’ll be seated at the table. 
Consider instead the seats on either side of you and what you can offer to those you find there. 
 
A call from God isn’t always a call to get something. It is a call to give. 
 
Amen. 


