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In the name of one God – creator, redeemer and sustainer. Amen. 
 
How wonderful it is to say “Yes!” to God. 
 
And how wonderful it is to watch our lives and the world change when we say “Yes!” to God. 
 
In today’s reading from Luke, Gabriel brings a divine message to Mary that she will be a mother. 
But she is not going to be just any mother. She will give birth to one who will sit on the throne 
of David. Her son will rule over the house of Jacob. He will be the Son of the Most High. 
 
In this moment, Mary has been told she will be the God-bearer. 
 
Now if this was news that I personally had received, I would have been terrified. But Mary 
doesn’t respond with fear. In the reading from Luke, we only see that she is a bit confused 
about the purpose of Gabriel’s visit when she hears the opening words of the angel. Indeed, as 
we reflect on the Magnificat, we see that Mary responds to the messenger with unbounded 
joy: 
 
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord, 
my spirit rejoices in God my Savior;  
for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant. 
From this day all generations will call me blessed:  
the Almighty has done great things for me, and holy is his Name. 
 
Mary has been gifted with a remarkable opportunity, and it is one for which she is exceedingly 
thankful. Because she said “Yes!” this tiny child was given a place in creation. Because she said 
“Yes!” this son was given a loving home. And because she said “Yes!” the world was changed 
forever. 
 
God hasn’t looked with favor on Mary alone. The look of favor – the glance of God’s 
unwavering love – has been cast in the direction of all of us. As much as the mother of Jesus 
was blessed by God, we, too have been blessed. Just as much as “the Almighty has done great 
things” for Mary, great things have been – and continue to be – done for us. 
 
We did not have to answer God with a “Yes!” before we received favor, love or blessings. They 
are God’s gift to us. But because we have received these incredible gifts, it is our obligation – 
our bounden duty, as we pray in the traditional language of the Eucharistic prayer – to say 
“Yes!” whenever we have an opportunity. 
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I’m sure Mary could have declined the invitation received from Gabriel. She could have said 
“no” to God, and perhaps that would have been the easy way out. It certainly would have 
spared her the agony of watching her son die on a cross. But in saying “Yes!”, even though it 
meant watching her son die, she was opening the door to the resurrection that is God’s gift to 
us all. 
 
Mary’s joyful response to the messenger of God might be considered the spark that changed 
the world forever. She accepted the call sent to her, and the power of God and the miraculous 
life of Jesus were released in the world in the most incredible ways ever seen. The blind were 
given sight; the dead were raised to new life; the lame were made to walk; thousands of hungry 
people were fed with five loaves and two fish; those on the margins were brought to the center 
of God’s love.  
 
How much might we ourselves do when we say “Yes!” to God? How can we in accepting God’s 
call to each of us be a new spark that once again changes the world? 
 
Let us say “Yes!” and give our souls the voice to proclaim the greatness of the Lord, to 
rejoice in God our Savior. 
 
The Almighty has done great things for us. Let us do great things in return. 
 
Amen. 


