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In the name of one God – creator, redeemer and sustainer. Amen. 
 
There’s something incredible about being called by name. Being identified – being known – being 
brought into a new situation or a new phase of life that is just for you, because you are called by your 
name.  
 
No two calls are ever the same. They can come out of a bright flame, as when God called Moses to 
return to Egypt from the wilderness to lead the people to freedom. A call can emerge in the stillness of 
the night, as when God called to the young Samuel to share a prophecy of what he would do to the 
House of Eli – and in so doing set him on a path to being one of the great prophets of the Old 
Testament.  
 
Calls can even come from the most magnificent of heavenly visitors, as when the angel appeared before 
the young Mary to tell her that she was destined to become the God bearer – the mother of the 
Messiah. 
 
In today’s Gospel, Jesus has called these 12 men to give them their marching orders. Cure the sick. Raise 
the dead. Cleanse the lepers. Cast out demons. He has summoned them to embark on the next steps of 
their ministry. Admittedly, he is asking them to do things that seemed impossible – things that they 
surely thought were only in his power to accomplish. But for me, there’s something deeper here that 
extends beyond being just a moment when Jesus waved them over and said, “Okay, guys. Here’s what 
you need to do.” I find the deeper significance in the two verses in which the disciples are summoned 
and then a roll is given of who they were. The 12 are specifically identified in this passage – and I think 
that’s significant because Jesus undoubtedly called them by name. 
 
We are all known to Christ. He has known our names since the beginning of time; as the writer of 
Jeremiah says, “Before I formed you in the womb, I knew you.” Peter, James and John; Matthew and 
Andrew; Thomas – before they ever encountered Jesus, he knew all of them.  
 
And he knows you. At your desks, in your gardens, or tending to your horses; setting up coffee hour or 
preparing the altar; helping friends with errands or caring for family. In every experience you have, in 
every task you perform, in all you do, Jesus is there. In your joy and in your sorrow, he is walking beside 
you. In your waking and in your sleeping, he is watching over you. 
 
He is calling your names. He is calling you to the same work of his disciples.  
 
And he is asking you to call to others. 
 
My family and I are here today because you raised your collective voice and issued a call – a call by 
name. “Matt, we invite you to share in our journey.” It was the latest call in a series that began many 
years ago. God tapping me on the shoulder, calling me to consider a new vocation. A call from Virginia 
Theological Seminary saying, “Matt, we invite you to be a student in our community.” And, just one 
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week ago, a call on my behalf to God from the Bishop: “Give your Holy Spirit to Matt; fill him with grace 
and power, and make him a deacon in your church.” 
 
But more than calling, we are challenged by this passage to consider what the church’s larger response 
should be to the troubles in the world. What do we do in answer to the calls for help we are getting?  
 
In a word, it is mission.  
 
And it is not a mission that we can send ourselves on; as one writer has said, “the Lord of the harvest 
sends us out on a mission.” And what is the mission God has for us? To being living examples of the 
nearness of the kingdom of God – the face of a loving God presented to those who may never have seen 
or experienced God in their lives. 
 
This is a mission to which you’ve taken readily and enthusiastically. As I’ve learned about the incredible 
outreach ministries here, I see your response to these calls – your acting as missionaries – in all you do. 
Are you hungry? Let us feed you. Are you struggling through a great difficulty? Let us minister to you. 
Are you cold and tired? Let us offer you shelter.  
 
But I’ve discovered something else during my brief time with you. For many throughout the world, the 
requests for help are met with a question: “What do we do?” For you, I see a vision that extends well 
beyond that; for you, the question is, “What do we do next?” 
 
God’s call has come to you. You have heard your names and the request to serve, and you have 
responded. I have heard the call to serve among you, and I have joined you. 
 
Will we able to heed Christ’s admonition to raise the dead or cure lepers? I think that’s highly unlikely. 
But despite that, there is much that we can do. We can call to those on the margins and bring them into 
community. We can find ways of addressing in new ways the needs of our neighbors and expanding the 
church’s reach into the world.  
 
“The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers – to send you – into his harvest.” 
 
Amen. 

 
 


