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A Word from the Deacon 

Dear Christ Church family: 

One of the most beautiful and contemplative organ works by Johann 
Sebastian Bach is his setting of the chorale “Das alte Jahr, vergangen ist”: “The 
Old Year Now Has Passed Away.” Written sometime between 1708 and 1717, 
when Bach was the court organist for the Duke of Weimar, it is included in a 
collection known as the Orgelbüchlein (“Little Organ Book”). The words were 
written by Johann Steurlein roughly 100 years before the birth of Bach and 
begin with the following verse: 
 
The old year now has passed away; 
We thank you, O our God, today 
That you have kept us through the year 
When danger and distress were near. 
 
And just a few verses later, we read: 
 
Oh, help us to forsake all sin, 
A new and holier life begin! 
Forgive the old year’s sins, and bless 
The new year with true happiness. 
 
There’s a lovely, reassuring quality to these words, particularly as we reflect 
on 2017 and move into this New Year. Last year was one of significant changes 
for this church family, a time of joys and sorrows. But through each of these 
moments, God was walking with the people of Christ Church. As newcomers 
entered this place for the first time, God was holding the door wide open.     
As we celebrated the wonderful gifts shared by so many in support of the 
ministries of the church, God was cheering. In the moments when we 
mourned the loss of beloved family and friends, God was embracing each of 
us even while welcoming these saints into the kingdom. 
 
 
                                                                               -------continued on the next page 
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Christ Church, Millwood 
(Cunningham Chapel Parish)  
 
 

Sunday Services: 
8:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist (no music) 
9:15 a.m. Adult Forum, Parish House  
10:30 a.m. Worship (with music) 
  Holy Eucharist on 1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays 
  Morning Prayer on 2nd & 4th Sundays 
We worship at Old Chapel at 6:00 a.m. on 
Easter Day and on the second Sunday in 
September. 
 

Staff:   
Priest-in-Charge             The Rev. Matt Rhodes 

            Email: priest@cunninghamchapel.org 
                                        (cell) 703-581-9500 

Organist            Carol Westervelt 
Parish Administrator                Juanita Smith 
Sexton         Sylvester H. Brisco, Jr. 
 
Parish Vestry (year term expires): 
 

Lisa Goshen (2019) 
Page Allen Groseclose (2018) 
Maisie Maguire (2020) 
Stephanie McKay (2019)  
Amy Moore (2020)   
Matt Peterson (2020) 
Keith Pratt (2018) 
Chuck Roberts (2019) 
Ian Williams (2018) 
 

Treasurer: Shirley Brown 
Sacristan: Terry Chandler 
 

Contact: 
Christ Church, Millwood 
809 Bishop Meade Rd., Millwood, VA 22646 
Phone: 540.837.1112 
christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org 
www.cunninghamchapel.org 
Facebook: Christ Church Millwood 
Twitter: @CCMillwoodVA 
 

Mailing Address:  
P. O. Box 153 
Millwood, VA 22646 
 
Church Office Hours: 
Monday-Thursday:  8:30 a.m.-3:00 p.m. 
The office is closed on Fridays. 
 

 

 

The next Vestry Meetings will take place 
on January 14 and February 11 

at 11:45 a.m. at the Parish House. 
               

                                       

 ---continued from cover page 
God truly did keep us throughout the year, and 
regardless of what the future holds nothing will 
change that. In Mark 1:11, at the time of Jesus’ 
baptism, the voice of God proclaims, “You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” Those 
words very much apply to each one of you and all of 
your loved ones. In fact, if I could be so bold as to 
slightly edit Mark’s Gospel, God is also saying to 
each of you that “you are my sons and daughters, 
the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” And God 
will continue to bless and watch over all the beloved 
children. 
 
So as we as the family of Christ Church move 
forward into this New Year, joyfully looking for new 
ways to bring a vision of the kingdom to our part of 
the world, let us do so with the assurance that God 
is pleased. There will be stumbles along the way, of 
course; no pathway is perfectly smooth. But we will 
make this journey together, side-by-side with God – 
and as long as we remember that “all things can be 
done for the one who believes” (Mark 9:23), this 
year will indeed be blessed with true happiness!  
 
(If you’re interested in hearing a performance of this 
Bach organ chorale along with some of his vocal 
settings based on the same tune, visit 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3VjK64j4AZs.)   
 
Blessings, 
Matt+ 

NEXT ADULT FORUM:  THREE SUNDAYS, 
THREE PERSONS! 

(February 4, 11, 18) 

Have you ever wondered about the Trinity and its 
place in our liturgy and theology? How do the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit relate to one another? 
When Jesus was crucified, was God also on the 
cross? If you have an interest in getting answers to 
questions like these, then our next adult forum series 
is for you. Over a period of three weeks in February, 
Matt+ will discuss the Doctrine of the Trinity and its 
place in our theology and tradition. Classes will meet 
at 9:00 a.m. in the Parish House. Hope to see you 
there! 

Please note: adult forums will take a break during 
January so that re-certification training can be conducted 
for our Lay Eucharistic Visitors and Lay Eucharistic 
Ministers. 

mailto:priest@cunninghamchapel.org
mailto:christchurch@cunninghamchapel.org
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WATTS WEEK 2018  
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 
Christ Church will once again participate in the 
Berryville WATTS Week, which runs from 
Saturday, January 13 through Saturday, January 
20 at the Clarke County Ruritan Fairgrounds. 
This year, our parish is responsible for covering 
the first evening slot (January 13-14) during 
which we will be providing support for the 
homeless guests staying that night. Of course, 
volunteers are always needed and appreciated! 
For our shift, we will need people to assist with 
the following tasks: 
 

• A food committee to prepare the dinner and 
next day’s breakfast, including fixings for 
bag lunches, snacks and desserts 

• Social activities, and snacks (8:00-10:00 
p.m.) – 3 people 

• Staying with the guests overnight (10:00 p.m. 
– 7:00 a.m.) – 2 people (1 female, 1 male) 

• Bus rider and transportation manager (5:00-
8:30 p.m.) – 2 people 

• Intake, registration and greeting the guests at 
the Fairgrounds (5:00-8:30 p.m.) – 4 people 

• Preparing, serving and cleaning up dinner 
and other help as needed (5:00-8:30 p.m.) – 4 
people  

• Serving breakfast and cleanup Sunday 
morning (5:30-7:30 a.m.) – 4 people 
 

WATTS is a non-profit, charitable organization 
that provides a safe, temporary, overnight, cold-
weather shelter for homeless guests at host sites 
in Winchester, Frederick and Clarke Counties. It 
has become one of our churches most important 
outreach opportunities, and you are encouraged 
to consider signing up for one of these volunteer 
responsibilities. For more information, please 
contact John or Connie Cermak at 540.837.2619 
or ccermak1977@gmail.com. 

CHRIST CHURCH CARES FOOD 
PANTRY – UPCOMING DATES 

 
Please note the following dates and time for the 
February food pantry service: 
 
Friday, February 2: 1:00-3:00 p.m. (service for 
seniors and clients with special needs) 
Saturday, February 3:  9:00-11:00 a.m. 
 
In addition, weekly deliveries of supplies for the 
pantry are made every Wednesday afternoon at 
1:30. Volunteers are most welcomed to help with 
unloading and stocking these deliveries as well 
as for any of our monthly service hours. 

 
INCLEMENT WEATHER POLICY 
 
As we are now deep into a very cold winter, it is 
a good time to remind everyone of how the 
church will handle events in the event of severe 
weather (both during this season and throughout 
the year). Should extreme weather impact our 
area, notices about changes to the schedule at the 
church (weekly services, office hours, rehearsals, 
etc.) will be sent out by email and telephone and 
will be posted on our Facebook page. Whenever 
possible, these notices will be sent out as far in 
advance as possible. And remember that even if 
the church is open during severe weather, we 
urge you to exercise caution when making 
choices on whether to venture out on the roads. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW 
VESTRY MEMBERS! 

 
At our November parish meeting, Maisie 
Maguire, Amy Moore and Matt Peterson were 
elected to three-year terms on the Vestry. 
Additionally, Stephanie McKay and Chuck 
Roberts were elected to fill two unexpired terms. 
Congratulations to each of you on your election, 
and our thanks for your willingness to serve the 
church on this important body. 
 
We also owe a tremendous word of thanks for 
the work of John Cermak, Macon Uskurait, 
Allan Frederickson and Annie Stinson on the 
Vestry over the past several years. You each 
brought dedication to the life of this parish and a 
commitment to the growth of the church and an 
expanded reach into the community. Our deep 
thanks to each of you for your amazing gifts and 
the faithful way you exercised them. 
 
Finally, we give thanks for Tommy Dunning and 
his work on the Vestry, both in this term and in 
several previous terms. May his example of 
dedication to and stewardship of Christ Church 
be one that we emulate in all we do to move this 
parish forward into the New Year. 
 
 
"With a voice of singing..."                                      
 
A big Thank You to all the choir members 
for your support this Advent and 
Christmas season.  You spent many extra 
hours learning the music and singing at the 
many services.  And you did this with 
smiles on your faces.  Thank you.  Take a 
brief rest before we begin preparing for Lent 
and Easter. (Ash Wednesday is February 
14th.) 
                     ---- Carol Westervelt, Organist 
 
 

 

Dear friends, 

It was such a wonderful 
experience to attend the Diocesan 
Convention in November as your 
delegate. The theme of the 
convention was "All Hearts Open" 
and it was clear from the onset 
everyone present was full of heart. 
The many articles that were 
reviewed, discussed and voted on 
sparked invigorated conversation. 
Having young delegates stand up 
for their beliefs and speak so 
passionately was exciting. 
Although individuals may have 
different ideas it was clear that we 
were one church interested in 
moving forward for sustained  

growth. Christ Church, Millwood is 
especially blessed to have Matt 
Rhodes who has clearly worked 
diligently establishing a close 
working relationship with our 
diocesan leadership. In closing, I ask 
each of you to keep your heart open to 
receive God's grace, to work together 
for the betterment of the church and 
to know each of us are our church. 

 

Peace to you, 

Macon 
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CHRIST CHURCH TO HOST MOSBY HERITAGE EVENT 
 
On Saturday, February 10 at 2:00 p.m., Christ Church will host an educational event presented by the 
Mosby Heritage Area Association. The topic that afternoon is Edmund Randolph and his role in the 
founding of the nation. Randolph served as the seventh governor of Virginia, the second United States 
secretary of state, and the first U.S. attorney general, and is buried in the cemetery at Old Chapel. Mark 
your calendars now for what will be a fascinating discussion on this important historic figure; a light 
reception will follow in the Parish House. 
 

SHRI N E M ON T  REGI ST RAT I ON  N OW OPEN  
 
Registration for our June 1-3 parish retreat at Shrine M ont is now open! Sign-up forms are available in 
the narthex and the parish office, and also are linked to the main page of the church Website, 
www.cunninghamchapel.org. Some scholarship assistance is available; please contact M att+ at 
priest@cunninghamchapel.org for details. Space is limited, and the registration deadline is Friday, 
February 23. 
 
With the rush of near-constant activity in our lives, it 's important to take time away to rest and 
recharge. Our parish retreat will give us that valuable time and the opportunity to enjoy being with one 
another in study, prayer and play. I t doesn't matter if you like to fish, hike, read, talk or simply sit and 
enjoy the quiet; Shrine M ont has something for you. For more information about Shrine M ont and its 
important place in our diocese, please visit www.shrinemont.com.  
 

CLARKE COUNTY 2018 PULPIT SWAP 
 
Each year , the member churches of the Clarke County Minister ial Associat ion – 
including Chr ist  Church – par t icipate in an annual pu lpit  swap. This year ’s swap will 
take place on Sunday, January 21 at  the conclusion of the WATTS week. On that  day, 
Matt+ will serve as guest  preacher at  both services at  Duncan Memor ial United 
Methodist  Church in Berryvil le, while the pastor  at  Duncan, The Rev. J im Smith, wil l 
serve as guest  preacher here at  Chr ist  Church. Please note that  both services on 
January 21 will be Morning Prayer: Rite I  at  8:00; and Rite I I  at  10:30 a.m.  
 
The pu lpit  swap is a wonderfu l ecumenical t radit ion, and it  allows par ishes throughout 
the county to learn a bit  abou t their  church neighbors and their  faith t radit ions through 
the preaching of guest  ministers. Mark  your  calendars now and come ou t to hear  the 
Word proclaimed by one of our  area’s ou tstanding ministers. 
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We Now Receive The Rev. Matt Rhodes Into Our Church Family 
Photos of Matt’s Ordination 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Photos from Barbara’s Farewell Luncheon 

 
Moments to celebrate Barbara Rosenbaum’s service to Cunningham Chapel and welcome Juanita Smith as the 
new Parish Administrator. 

 

 

 
From left to right:  Shirley Brown-Treasurer; Carol Westervelt-Organist; Juanita Smith-new Parish 
Administrator; and Barbara Rosenbaum-former Parish Administrator. 

                 ---Photos by John Westervelt  



Thank You from Barbara and Goodbye 
Juanita Smith, the incoming parish administrator, and I were grateful for the Welcome 
and Goodbye Luncheon you so generously hosted for us on November 17.  The company 
was delightful and the food delicious. Our thanks go to all who contributed to this 
joyous event.  
I also want to express my heartfelt gratitude to the parish for your generous send off 
into my retirement.  Your support and kindness and your many good wishes mean a lot 
to me.  I am leaving Christ Church, Millwood with happy memories of all of you.  Thank 
you for your assistance and support over the last few years and for helping me grow and 
learn new things.  I have truly enjoyed my work among you.  
May God continue to bless your ministry in this place and your important outreach to the 
community.  
Hoping that our paths will cross again, I say Auf Wiedersehen – see you again - und 
Dankeschön! – Barbara Rosenbaum 

Christ Church Dinner and Auction 
Heartfelt thanks to all who helped make this annual event successful.  The Committee members, 
who did the metaphorical “heavy lifting” throughout the year; the volunteers who flocked to our 
aid on the day before and the day after the party and did the literal heavy lifting to set up and 
take down the tables, chairs, decorations, etc; all those who donated auction items; our very 
talented auctioneer Russ McKelway; everyone who sponsored and attended  the  evening`s  
festivities; Barbara Page and her crew; it was a church community effort that will benefit our 
mission in the year to come.                                                                                  - Cary Embury 
 
You said "Yes!" 
In July, I attended Church Music Institute at Shenandoah University where I had a week-long 
class with hand bells.  I came back excited about the possibility of having a hand bell choir at 
Christ Church.  I invited the Apple Valley Ringers to perform for us and I put out a request of 
eight people who could count to six.  Nine of you responded!  After doing some research, I 
made a presentation to the vestry at their December meeting.  They gave me the go ahead to 
raise the money and start a choir. 
 
My best guess is that it will cost about $9000 to get the things we need to begin: bells, tables, 
stands, gloves, music, etc.  Matt has received two gifts totaling $2500 to start us off.  That 
means only $6500 to go!  After the first of the year Allen Frederickson and I will present a 
fundraising program.  Until then, think about how YOU would like to contribute.  Buy a bell or 
two?  Join us ringing?  Exciting times ahead! 
 
Carol Westervelt 
Organist and Director of Music 
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The measure you give will be the measure you get back… 
Back in November I was running some errands on the Loudoun Street Mall close to our portrait studio, and 
a man appearing to be down on his luck and very cold approached me, pointed to my cross and said “I hope 
that means something to you.”  I replied that it did, and we “talked Jesus” for a minute or two. 
Then he told me that he was not a drunk nor on drugs, but he had just been signed up for social security, 
that it would take another week or so to “kick in,” and that he was out of blood pressure medicine. He had a 
prescription card, but he needed five bucks, and he didn’t have it.   Could I help? Well, I was on the way to 
the bank, but I  looked in my wallet and had one five-dollar bill.   So I gave it to him, blessed him and went 
on my way. 
 
One of the vendors I deal with for the studio started this year to select one of their customers each week to 
receive a gift of some canned goods for the Food pantry of their choice. I thought it was a nice thing to do, 
but didn’t pay much attention to the emails they sent. When I returned to the studio I checked emails, and 
saw that our studio had been selected to receive the canned goods for this week. 
All I could think about was that I had just given this man in need the last $5.00 I had I my wallet (granted I 
WAS on my way to the bank to get more, but still…) and here this shows up in my email. So I contacted the 
vendor and gave them the name of our food pantry, “Christ Church Cares”, and the address for delivery, not 
knowing what the package would be, but still in awe of the “God-wink” I had just experienced.  A few days 
later FOUR very heavy boxes showed up in our narthex, apparently delivered without getting a signature. I 
went to get a hand truck to move them, and when I came back they were gone! Hmmm. After some 
sleuthing around I found that someone had moved them to the pantry in the kitchen of the old Rectory, so 
Carol and I moved them down to the Bishop’s Chapel.  I had gotten a scale as well as the hand truck, so we 
weighed them… ONE HUNDRED THIRTY-FIVE POUNDS of canned soup was in those four cases. Was 
it all because I had given that man my $5.00 bill? I do not know, but I have once again been reminded that 
“Our God is an Awesome God!” 
 
“God bless us, every one” 
 
Psalm 115:14-15  
14  May the LORD give you increase more and more, You and your children.  
15  May you be blessed by the LORD, Who made heaven and earth.  
Ecclesiastes 11:1  
1  Cast your bread upon the waters, For you will find it after many days.  

     - John Westervelt 
 

 



The Rev. Rhodes Represents Cunningham Chapel 

 

 
The Clarke County Community Thanksgiving Service at Zion Baptist Church 

 
On November 21, the Rev. Matt Rhodes and other area clergy and friends gathered for a service of 
worship and remembrance to celebrate the truly American holiday of Thanksgiving.  The following 
clergy and congregations were represented at Zion Baptist Church:  (from left to right) Crums United 
Methodist Church; Christ Church; Zion Baptist Church; New Beginnings; Millwood/Whitepost/Boyce 
United Methodist Church; and Duncan Memorial United Methodist Church. 

----Photo by Amy Breeman-Rhodes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Please remember these persons from our parish prayer list: 
Debbie Vater, sister of Terry Chandler 
Betsy Allen Davis, sister of Page Allen Groseclose 
Helen Page Harry, aunt of Page Groseclose  
Judd Juha, brother-in-law of Kathy Smart 
Luke & Pamela 
Reese Burdette, friend of Terry Chandler 
Marissa Rauch, friend of Kathy Smart 
Cory Robinson, friend of Anita Pratt 
Jane Higginbotham, friend of Anita Pratt 
Don Cady, friend of Trip Van Wyck 
Finnie Green, brother-in-law of Celie & Jeff Harris 
Whit Clement, friend of Celie & Jeff Harris 
Peter Schickele, friend of Wendy Clatterbuck 
Betty Schutte, friend of the parish 
Mary Flagg, parishioner 
Michael Kelly, friend of Money & Michael Miller 
J. D. Jackson, son of Denise Jackson 
Mary Leps, friend of Paula & Fred Myer  
Ellie & Jim Garry, friends of Money & Mike Miller 
Doug Bartley, friend of Bill McLean 
Heidi Higgenbotham, sister of Anita Pratt 
Ollie Walker, friend of the parish 
Shirley Brown, parishioner 
Jim Vater, brother-in-law of Terry Chandler 
Patricia Quinlan, sister of Kathy Smart 
Lucia Lloyd, friend of Matt Rhodes 
Anne Quinlan, sister of Kathy Smart 
Joseph Monk, friend of Maisie Maguire and Macon Uskurait 
John Quinlan, brother of Kathy Smart 
Kimberlee Sheffield, sister of Shawn Morgan 
Keith Pratt, parishioner 
Daniel Hanneman, friend of Carol Westervelt 
Robin Sprowls, sister of Shawn Morgan 
Shawn Morgan, parish member 
Melvin Mitchell, friend of Matt Rhodes 
Jeane Burnette, grandmother of Matt Rhodes  
 

 
 



 
 

Be Sure to Visit Our Website at: 
www.cunninghamchapel.org 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

MILLWOOD, VIRGINIA 
PERMIT NO. 5 
Zip Code 22646 

 

Cunningham Chapel Parish 
Post Office Box 153 
Millwood, Virginia 22646 
 

http://www.cunninghamchapel.org/

	The Cunningham Chronicle
	Christ Church, Millwood
	January/February 2018


