
 
 

ENDING CORRUPTION AND  
RESTORING ACCOUNTABILITY IN WASHINGTON 

 
Right now, we are experiencing the most corrupt White House administration that we have ever 
seen in our lifetimes. Trump is abusing the power of the presidency to enrich himself and his 
friends, while also using the seal of the oval office to pressure foreign leaders into interfering in 
our political elections. And just recently, we’ve learned that Senator John Cornyn accepted over 
$30,000 of illegal and unethical contributions from a well-renowned governmental contractor. 
This is not just partisan politics as usual, it’s criminal.  
 
Enough is enough.  
 
That’s why Former Congressman Chris Bell is calling for some of the most aggressive and 
sweeping proposals to end the cycle of corruption, restore our democracy, and return control of 
our government to the people.  
 
ENDING THE CORRUPTION OF MONEY IN OUR POLITICS 
 
Chris will bring the same kind of fight and determination to cleaning up the corrupting influence 
of money in our politics as he as a Houston City Council Member, where he helped pass some of 
the most stringent ethical standards that remain in place to this day. Our democracy should 
belong to the voices and choices of the people, not to the highest bidder.  
 

• Chris Bell Supports Passing the Democracy for All Amendment and Overturning 
Citizens United v. SEC. Passing the Democracy for All Amendment would restore the 
promise of democracy to Americans by reducing the insidious influence of corporate and 
special interest money in our politics, enshrining the principle that the Constitution 
confers a voice to all citizens, not just the entitled elite. This amendment would allow 
Congress and the states to regulate and set reasonable limits on raising and spending 
money by candidates, individuals, and groups who seek to influence elections.  

 
• Former Congressman Bell will work to end dark money groups. Chris will support 

legislation to bar 501(c)(4)s – “social welfare” organizations that can spend hundreds of 
millions of dollars on federal and state elections without disclosing their donors - from 
spending in elections. Chris will also work to reform the Federal Election Campaign Act 
to ensure that any group or organization that spends more than $10,000 on federal 
elections publicly discloses its donors.   
 

https://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Former-UT-regent-engineering-CEO-resigns-after-14817897.php


• Chris will support banning corporate PAC contributions, end federal contractor 
contributions, and prohibit lobbyist contributions to those they lobby. Lobbyist, 
corporate PACs, and federal contractor dollars have no place in our campaign finance 
system. The undue influence, or even the appearance of undue influence of quid pro quo 
campaign contributions must end. It’s important to ensure that our Senators are working 
independently on behalf of their constituents, and not their own pocketbooks. 
 

MAKING THE PRESIDENCY ACCOUNTABLE 
 
In a recent court hearing, the Trump Administration recently argued that even if President Trump 
shot a man on Fifth Avenue while in office, he could not be investigated or prosecuted. This is 
shameful. Our country was built on the rule of law, and no one, not even the President, is above 
the law. As US Senator, Chris Bell will ensure that this brazen treatment of the Presidency like a 
dictatorship ends immediately and that all federal public officials will work for only one group: 
the people of the United States.  
 

• Chris Bell supports preventing the White House from improperly interfering in 
federal investigations and prosecutions, and explicitly clarify Congress’s intent to 
allow the indictment of the President for obstruction of justice and other high 
crimes.  While no court has ruled a President may not be indicted, amending the United 
States Code to clarify the President of the United States may be indicted will put an 
immediate end to current DOJ policy and any question on the subject. Congress needs to 
make it clear the Presidency is not a dictatorship nor a license for impunity, and that 
Presidents can and must be held accountable for violating the law. 
 

• Former Congressman Bell will introduce a law clamping down on conflicts of 
interest and self-dealing in Washington. Instead of “draining the swamp” as promised, 
Donald Trump has created an unprecedented amount of corruption and outside influence 
within his Administration. Donald Trump alone now has over 2,310 conflicts stemming 
from his business interests. Chris will pass a law that will apply conflicts of interest laws 
to the President and Vice-President to finally end the self-dealing.  
 

• Chris will act to ensure that all federal candidates are required to release their tax 
returns before seeking federal office. The American people deserve to know how their 
elected officials, including the President, make their money, because the decisions they 
will make will end up affecting everyone.  

 
MAKING PUBLIC OFFICIALS ABIDE OUR LAWS 
 
If any ordinary citizens were to ignore a subpoena, we’d be put in jail and slapped with hefty 
fines for ignoring our legal system. Why is it then that so many politicians and insiders regularly 
ignore subpoenas and investigations with almost no consequences?  It’s time that all of our 
public officials play by the public’s rules. As your US Senator, Chris will work tirelessly to 
ensure that we remain a “government of the people, by the people, and for the people.” 
 



• Chris Bell will support legislation to enhance compliance with and enforcement of 
Congressional subpoenas. Congressional oversight is a core competency of the 
Legislative Branch and serves as a key mechanism by which they can place a check as a 
co-equal on the Executive Branch. Recently public officials have ignored subpoenas, 
sometimes at the direction of the White House in order to evade oversight. Higher civil 
penalties and enhanced procedures will deter bad actors from acting above the law.  

 
• Former Congressman Bell will work to establish an independent, central authority 

for enforcing federal anti-corruption and ethics laws. This new body will finally bring 
a governmental entity together focused solely on federal anti-corruption and ethics that 
will stand apart from the Administration and be able to pursue its own subpoenas.  
 

• Chris will act to strengthen the Office of Congressional Ethics. Just as he did when he 
filed the ethics complaint against then-House Majority Leader Tom Delay, Chris believes 
that strong ethical standards are the backbone of good government. He will fight tooth 
and nail to ensure that the Legislative Branch is working for the people, not for 
themselves or special interests. 

 
While Chris knows this is just the beginning and more reforms will be needed, these 
proposals will serve as the backbone of his anti-corruption plan to stop career politicians 
and bureaucrats like John Cornyn from breaking the public trust for their own gain.   
 
 
 


