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During this year poverty levels have risen by 38%. 
This means that thousands of children will have no 
presents this Christmas. This also means when we 
are all nice and cosy in our homes with a nice warm 
fire to sit around, some people will be sat in a cold, 
damp environment. One of the ways we can help 
people at Christmas is by making a ‘Shoebox’ for 
someone. You can find out more about the shoebox 
appeal in another article. 
We can also help people who are homeless or in 
poverty by donating to the Crisis at Christmas appeal. 
Crisis at Christmas offers people who are homeless 
or in poverty a free Christmas dinner, a hot shower, a 
doctor’s check-up and some new clothes. You can 
help these people by donating only £10. 
To find out more about the Crisis at Christmas appeal 
on their website (www.crisis.org.uk) 
Jack Ryan 
 

 

An Unfortunate Christmas 
Card Competition  

Christmas is one of the most favoured and celebrated 
events every year, and for good reason…Not only is it 
a time when we celebrate Christ's birth but for a lot, a 
time when we receive lots of presents and a well-
earned Christmas dinner with our families. 
 
Furthermore, in order to mark the common of 
Christmas, at St Boniface's yearly we hold a 
Christmas card competition through the school with 
the help and support of the art department to create a 
unique and meaningful drawing/image that is then 
used by the school in wishing all parents and staff a 
fantastic Christmas. the winner will be shortly 
announced over the holiday ready for you in our ‘New 
Year edition’… 
 
In relation to this, last year's winner (Lorenzo Stacey), 
was a creative piece of artwork labelled ‘The First 
Christmas’ that was inspirationally styled that of 
Vincent van Gogh. We hope you all enjoyed last 
year's Christmas card and hope you enjoy the next 
one just as much…             Lorenzo Stacey 

http://www.crisis.org.uk/


 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Doctor Strange  

Remembrance Day 
 On Friday 11th November members of the Military Kids Club celebrated Remembrance Day. It took place in 

the School Chapel and a small group of parents attended, including four French Royal Marines. 

Earlier that day the whole school gathered into the Main Hall and had two minutes silence to remember 
those who had fallen in war and battles. We especially remembered those who had died from St Boniface's 

Catholic College in World War II and in more recent conflicts.                         Morgan Mclean 

5) A Drone 
A drone, also known as a ‘Quad copter’, is a Unarmed Aerial 
Vehicle which allows you to pilot the drone from a controller 
or an app on your phone. I personally own a drone and I 
would definitely recommend for you to buy one. 

 
4) IPhone 7 
This year, Apple Inc. has released their brand new 
smartphone. The IPhone 7 will definitely be a great present 
this year because of its 4k camera and its fingerprint 
recognition feature. Although, the operating system of the 
new IPhone & is not much different to the IPhone 7’s 
predecessor, the IPhone 6. 

 
3) The Apple Watch 
The future has called! Only recently Apple Inc. unveiled their 
new smart watch which allows you to control your phone from 
your wrist! Some people might say it is useless but I disagree 
because this really is a revolutionary piece of technology. 

 
2) The Diary Of A Wimpy Kid ‘Double Down’ 
In at number two we have the newest ‘Diary Of A Wimpy Kid’ 
book. Double Down is the eleventh book in this iconic series. 
Make sure you grab your copy quick as one copy is sold 
every second! 

 
1)  PlayStation 4 Pro / Xbox One S 
These two consoles are both definitely the number one item 
on this Christmas list. The two consoles both have 4k retina 
displays and a voice activated system.         Jack Ryan 

 

This year we had a carol service for the 
parents and students on the 14th of 
December at 6 pm at St Peter’s Church 
which included performances from Miss 
Stockman’s Drama club. There were also 
other Carols from different year groups 
across the school community and a 
special performance from the staff of ‘On a 
Starry Night’.    

Owen Godfrey 

 

Christmas Performance Samaritan’s Purse 
The Samaritan’s Purse is a charity which 
sends shoeboxes, filled with objects and 
gifts for people who are very poor. They 
don’t just send shoeboxes though, they 
also help to support people affected by 
incidents such as natural disasters and 
water crisis. 
They follow the example of Christ by 
helping people who need help 
desperately. After Jesus told people the 
story of the Good Samaritan, he said ‘Go 
and do likewise’.   
You can start packing a shoebox and help 
someone less fortunate than you by 
visiting their website.  
Oscar Dawson 

 

In the year of clashes of icons, cinematic world shifting events and explicit heroes once thought never to be seen on screen it seems an 
impossible challenge for a comic-book adaptation to stand out. It is fitting then that, with the tagline “the impossibilities are endless”, 
“Doctor Strange” does just that. Starring Benedict Cumberbatch and Mads Mikkelsen, with director Scott Derrickson at the helm, “Doctor 
Strange” is Marvel’s latest feature film offering that introduces the far out concept of magic into the universe. The movie eases the 
audience into Strange’s world without watering down the 70 years’ worth of lore and backstory, whilst not over complicating the narrative 
with hard to explain ideas. Another of the film’s successes is that it knows where it stands; references to the other films are noticeable but 
not in your face. The visuals feel ripped straight from the comics and there is enough variety to keep them from tiresome. The plot strolls 
along at a steady pace, we get to see the man behind the hero and feel empathetic for him. The only real issue I could find is that the 
villain of the film feels slightly underdeveloped and underused, but the story is good enough to keep it interesting.          Matthew Bulley 

Top 5 Christmas Gifts 

In the year eight English lessons we have been 
learning about personification. Personification is the 
attribution of a personal nature or human 
characteristics to something non-human, or the 
representation of an abstract quality in human form. 
For example: 
“The sun smiled at us” 
Here is my example of personification… 

The great trees lurched towards me, grinding their 
limbs as the cold wind brushed through their leafy 
heads. A silhouette of a figure stood in the darkest 
part of the woods. The trees quaked with fear at the 
sight of the mysterious figure. Every time I blinked the 
figure came closer and closer. I could hear the trees 
whistling as they said “run, run!”. I started to run but I 
slipped over the cold, green moss. The moss moaned 
in pain. When I got up I was toe to toe with the 
mysterious figure. The trees grew closer and closer 
together like a group of scared children. It seemed like 
something was going to happen. 

Jack Ryan 

Personification  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taking OTHELLO with me - Year 12 

 
Two months. Two months is all it took for Othello, one of 
the greatest literary masterpieces of all time to completely 
take hold of my mind. 
  Now I can’t stop thinking about it.  The deception, 
the destruction, the drama of the play is captivating, and 
to study it in such depth at A-Level is mesmerizing. Not 
only does it make an intriguing book to study but 
Shakespeare’s masterful examination of the discontent of 
humanity stays with you through your daily life.  
When one examines, in detail, such an emotive play as 
Othello, it is hard not to take the deep emotional analysing 
completed in the classroom into the rest of life. Suddenly 
everyone becomes either an Iago or an Othello, and your 
life is put into perspective: your struggles become 
superficial into the grand rat race of life and you gain an 
appreciation for untold strafes that other’s hide. 

You may think that this book can only have a truly 
revolutionary effect on those who are obsessed with 
books, poems and plays. Well, think again. Before A-
Level English I had never gone out of my way to watch or 
read plays. I was obsessed with football, American 
football and fitness, and of course still am, but now my 
actions are almost dictated by what I have discussed in 
class. Studying English literature is like a two hour therapy 
meeting where, using the plays and poetry as a vehicle, 
we drive methodically down the road of the human 
experience. In this sense, Othello is an experience that 
touches people of all walks of life.  

Such a play transforms people, in both their 
actions and thinking. We can develop a critically analytic 
mind through such a study which can show through our 
work. In a recent essay one student coined the phrase, 
“To uncover a scandal, to reveal corruption and to know 
the truth is humanity’s ultimate seduction. We endeavour 
with so much fearlessness that we are unaware of the 
black hole we wrench ourselves into.” In my opinion, such 
an intricately composed line is common however, even in 
young minds, as it is proposed by the psychological 
dissections conducted in the classroom. 

Such a quote also really displays the transition 
from studying in year eleven to studying in the sixth form. 
Somehow, in the space of two months, one person can 
switch from colloquial language to being accomplished 
wordsmiths. Suddenly, mistakes are embraced and 
corrected, not a subject of social torture for months. 
Mistakes are seen by sixth form students as simply a part 
of the process of learning. William Arthur Ward said “To 
make mistakes is human; to stumble is commonplace; to 
be able to laugh at yourself is maturity.”  

One other key change from moving to sixth form 
from upper school is the incredibly high amount of 
responsibility. The sense of self-examination you can 
adopt through studying Othello is a massive aid to 
analysing your own dedication to your work, and has 
personally allowed me to keep on top of the crushing 
workload given unto students at A-Level.  
So whilst Othello is expressed often in society as ‘just 
another boring Shakespeare play’ it is in fact a fanatical 
tale of extremely relatable situations woven into an 
examination of the human experience. Taking Othello with 
me through my life is easy because of this. 
 

Jack Farr 

Christmas Recipe 
 Ingredients: 

 175g (6 oz) raisins 

 350g (12 oz) glace cherries, rinsed, thoroughly dried and 
quartered 

 500g (1lb 2oz) currants 

 350g (12oz) sultanas 

 150ml (¼ pint) sherry, plus extra for feeding 

 Finely grated zest of 2 oranges 

 250g (9oz) butter, softened 

 250g (9oz) light muscovado sugar 

 4 eggs 

 1 tbsp black treacle 

 75g (3oz) blanched almonds, chopped 

 75g (3oz) self-raising flour 

 175g (6oz) plain flour 

 1½ tsp mixed spice 

 About 3 tbsp apricot jam, sieved and warmed 

 Icing sugar 

 675g shop-bought almond paste 

 Packet royal icing mix to cover 23cm/9in cake 

Method: 

1. Put all the dried fruit in a container, pour over the sherry and 
stir in the orange zest. Cover with a lid, and leave to soak for 3 
days, stirring daily. 

2. Grease and line a 23cm (9in) deep round tin with a double 
layer of greased greaseproof paper. Preheat the oven to 
140C, 120C fan, gas 1. 

3. Measure the butter, sugar, eggs, treacle and almonds into a 
very large bowl and beat well. Add the flours and mixed spice 
and mix thoroughly until blended. 

4. Stir in the soaked fruit. Spoon into the prepared cake tin and 
level the surface. 

5. Bake in the centre of the preheated oven for 4-4½ hours or 
until the cake feels firm to the touch and is a rich golden 
brown. 

6. Check after 2 hours, and, if the cake is a perfect colour, cover 
with foil. A skewer inserted into the centre of the cake should 
come out clean. Leave the cake to cool in the tin. 

7. When cool, pierce the cake at intervals with a fine skewer and 
feed with a little extra sherry. Wrap the completely cold cake in 
a double layer of greaseproof paper and again in foil and store 
in a cool place for up to 3 months, feeding at intervals with 
more sherry. (Don't remove the lining paper when storing as 
this helps to keep the cake moist.) 

8. Decorate with almond paste and royal icing. 
          Jack Ryan 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

History of Santa Clause Good will 
Santa is most popularly known for coming 
down your chimney eating your mince pies 
and in return giving you presents. But where 
did it all begin? 
 
Santa Claus otherwise known as St Nicholas 
started out by giving orphans presents in 
small villages in Scandinavia. St Nicholas 
was dressed in green but children found it 
too scary because he looked like a goblin so 
he changed his colour to red.  
 
Around this time a popular soft drink 
company called Coca-Cola also had a red 
label so they said Santa Claus was changed 
by them, but of course this wasn't true.  
 
Santa has a fluffy white beard and a scarlet 
coat; he also wears black boots with 
matching gloves. Santa is portrayed as a 
jolly fat man. 
 
It is said that he lives in the North Pole, but 
nobody is actually sure and he rides on a 
sleigh pulled by reindeer. 
 
In Copenhagen, Denmark people saw the 
light of the magical sleigh but it is not proven, 
so they say it was the ISS (International 
Space Station). 

Will Gillen, Oliver Mclean 

Christmas goodwill and cheer this time of 
year is very important to Catholics and all 
people around the globe and especially 
in the community of St Boniface's 
Catholic College. Jesus taught us that 
we should spread his word of love and 
fellowship every day. Jesus came into 
our world and started teaching his 
message of goodwill that we should 
appreciate everything and love all.  The 
name Christmas means Christ’s Mass, a 
celebration of Christ, a joyful celebration 
of new life and new beginning!   
 
What does it mean today? 
Today his words are still being taught 
around the world and charities like the 
Salvation Army and Cafod are helping 
people with this throughout the 
Christmas period and every day of the 
year!  

Owen Godfrey 

On Thursday 8th December the school had a brilliant visit from the ‘Science Roadshow’ team. The show consisted of 
several interactive activities as well as some really cool experiments! 
The main theme of the show was about sound waves and how they travel through the atmosphere. The show was 
also based on engineering, in partnership with the Royal Navy and the RAF. 
The main activity that the students got to interact with was the ‘music making session’ which taught the students more 
about how sound waves travel. 
As well as some great facts, the show also consisted of lots of funny jokes. 
As the show drew to an end, I managed to grab an interview with the organizer, Mrs Braganza. 
She said that the activity was great not only because it was free but also the show is related to the series of STEM 
activities that running in school.   
Also, Mrs Braganza said “a lot of time and effort went into the organizing of this event but when I see the smile on the 
children’s faces I know it was definitely worth the preparation”. 
I also managed to grab an interview with Reagan Parker, a year seven student. 
Reagan said that he thoroughly enjoyed the show and that he looks forward to it next year. 

 

Jack  Ryan 

 

Science Show - BAE Systems 
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Every year the College proudly hosts our annual Senior Citizens Christmas Party (OAP)! It was truly a 
wonderfully festive meal which was thoughtful prepared by the GCSE Catering students. The party 
included sing songs, gift giving and of course a visit from Father Christmas himself! As a result of this, in 
relation to the coming of Christmas we thought that it would be a good idea to talk to some of the elderly 
about what they had done at Christmas around about our age now along with questions like; 
How had they celebrated Christmas and whether or not they had always lived in Plymouth? 

Furthermore, this opportunity really allowed myself and other pupils to really get to know the lives of 
others during a time of war and the effect this had on them, for now a days we take a lot of things for 
granted when people like this may haven’t actually had the chance to celebrate Christmas with the war 
going on and the constant precautions of being hit by bombs… 
 
 

 

Firstly, we met a lovely welcoming lady called Eileen cooper, she told us of the following: 
 

 That she runs St Peters Wednesday club in Plymouth 

 Originally born in Liverpool 
 Nearly 88 years old 

 Has 6 sisters 
 Moved to Plymouth aged 9 

 When to St Joseph’s then to the secondary school - Notre Dame 

 Later to Teignmouth 

 

Next we spoke to a couple of sisters called Patt Donely and Gene Harden: 
 They lived in Croydon originally 

 Then lived in Liverpool 
 Moved to Plymouth to take care of her sister - Gene. 
 As a child she told us how she went to St Anne’s and that was unfortunately bombed and was a horrific 

event in which 82 children had died - it was a very sad and emotional event she tells us… 
 

As you can see from this article, perhaps Christmas is a period of time when people such as Eileen and Pat 
did not have the chance to celebrate their Christmas as youngsters due to World War II.  Therefore as the 
youth of today we should maybe consider how fortunate we are and how much we should appreciate 
Christmas as a time to be thankful, unlike our grandparents, we do not live in the fear of any 
attacks/bombings. I feel that this investigation was both a pleasure and an honour in that it really allowed 
me to look into the lives of the elderly which gave me an insight into what life used to be like and I now 
hope it has for you too… 
Lorenzo Stacey  
 

OAP Party 
 
 


