
Sixth Form Blog 
 
A busy year which, upon reflection, has had its ups and downs!  It is important to 
remember that our Sixth Form is not just about exam results and education – it is 
about individuals, their families and the experience that St Boniface’s Sixth Form 
has on them. A student who left the Sixth Form five years ago emailed me just 
last week to say that he is looking forward to his new vocation - becoming a 
Jesuit priest. The Sixth Form itself is a type of vocation; academic on the one 
hand and pastoral on the other. To my mind pastoral is the most important - the 
welfare of the students and their families.  Their personal emotional journey is 
what needs extra support. The pressures on young people to be successful have 
changed - good mental health being vitally important.  
 
Events that have taken place this year: 

The ongoing Big Brother Scheme where Sixth Form students look out for 
the younger students.  Special thanks to Matthew Bulley and Mathew Joseph for 
all their endeavours; seeing them try to play football on the yard is quite a sight!  

The ongoing tours that the Sixth Form give to prospective parents; 
helping out and serving refreshments at Parents Evenings; speeches at Awards 
and Open Evenings and the role that the student Senior Leadership team play 
around the school – all these events help promote the College. These students 
are working with the teachers, are inherently proud of the College and want to 
give of their best. 

Sports Leaders who every week help out with staff in the PE lessons, the 
Disability Games, Sports Day and other events in Primary Schools - learning 
whilst helping the College and promoting the St Boniface brand. 

Likewise, the student Teaching Assistants, who spend a day or two each 
week in Primary/Secondary schools, helping and facilitating learning.  
Congratulations to Lewis B who gained his TA apprenticeship as a result. The 
passion and help these students provide is immeasurable. 

Several other events that have happened this year in some form of order: 
• The Buckfast Retreat: year 12/13s helping out at Buckfast with the 

Year 7s, overnight accommodation - invaluable!  
• Awards Evening in December: a highlight of academic 

achievement, rewarding all successes. 
• The Remembrance Service: Sixth Formers helping Miss Hutchings 

to organise a whole school event to mark Remembrance. 
• Learn2Live: a morning at the Pavilions for Year 12s citywide, 

promoting safe driving. 
• The Catenians Public Speaking competition: a national Catholic 

competition, heats held in school and our two finalists speaking on 
a current topic to an invited audience. 

• Senior Citizens party: a highlight for the students, where 50 Senior 
Citizens were invited to lunch and an afternoon of Christmas 
festivities including a visit from Father Christmas! 

• First Aid Training with Plymouth Paramedics: all students in Year 
12 were taught life saving techniques. Extremely useful and 
thoroughly enjoyable! 



• You’re Hired Event: all year 12 students spent the day with 
Businesses from Plymouth in a practical competition, a great day 
with much water spilt in many activities!  

• You’re Hired Final: 3 students progressed to the 3 day final, from 
08:00 -19:00, alongside the best students in Plymouth - being 
interviewed, completing various tasks.  Our students were 
outstanding and each received special commendation. 

• UCAS Fair at Westpoint: all year 12 students go to the annual Fair 
to pick up information for their career and gain valuable 
knowledge talking to representatives from all the UK Universities. 

• Plymouth Uni Open Day: all year 12s visited Plymouth Uni to gain 
knowledge on specific courses. 

• Plymouth Uni Info Evening: an information session on courses, 
applications, grants, university life etc. 

• CEW: Advice given on how to write a personal statement and CV, 
speaker from Ply University, career profiles examined.  

• Buckfast Retreat for Year 13: a quiet time for reflection over a 
weekend, to spend time together before the exams. 

• Apprenticeship Fair: organised by Mrs Hudson to provide 
information on careers. 

• Year 13 Leavers Day: held on 30 June - a sad occasion but also one 
to celebrate student friendship and achievement 

 
Drop in sessions every Wednesday are available for students to talk about issues, 
from housing benefit to coping with stress. Parental slots are also available to 
talk about any aspect of your son/daughter’s Sixth Form education. 
 
Finally, my thanks go to the Sixth Form tutors who have looked after their tutees 
so well and treated each one as a special individual. 
 
My thanks also to Mrs Cox! You can’t move for forms in the Sixth Form Office! 
 
I hope to produce a newsletter with photos of these events before the end of 
term! 
 
I wish every parent and Sixth Former good health and a restful break! 
 
Steve Tew 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 


