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 ENGLISH 

Aims: 

Key Stage 3 

The English Department aims to kindle a love of reading and writing as well as the study of texts to enrich 

and enable successful learners across the curriculum. We aim to cultivate, analytical and perceptive learners 

who judiciously question to achieve to the best of their ability.  At Key Stage 3 students have 7 lessons each 

fortnight and are set into groups based on ability. At the beginning we baseline test all Year 7 students to 

assess their current ability and to determine any necessary interventions that may be needed.  All classes are 

blocked to allow for movement between classes throughout the year to enable maximum progress.   

Key Stage 4 

Throughout Key Stage 4 the English Department drives to build upon the skills embedded in Key Stage 3, 

further inspiring and promoting a love of the written word and the exploration of literature across multiple 

texts.  Students are tasked with industriously refining the analytical skills crafted in Key Stage 3 to maximise 

their outcomes at GCSE.  Students have 9 lessons over two weeks and are set according to ability.  All 

English lessons are taught at the same time to enable GCSE master classes and interventions to occur freely 

throughout the year. 

Curriculum:  

 

Year 7:  

 

● Class Novel - To study a novel about the mysterious, looking at attitudes, characterisation, themes & 

cultural diversity, author’s craft and creative writing. 
● Poetry - To write creatively and analyse techniques used in poetry by developing PEE paragraphs, 

with a focus on figurative language.  
● Non-fiction - Introduction to information texts and articles, with a focus on newspaper articles. Look 

at conventions of articles and writing techniques used + analyse them.  
● Shakespeare - To become familiar with Shakespeare & his theatre, social and historical context and 

dramatic conventions. 
● Creative writing - Introduction to creative writing with a focus on use of description. To write a 

description of own superheroes based on a stimulus + write a short fantasy story.  
 

Year 8:  

 

● Class Novel- To study a significant novel about War -  exploring attitudes, characterisation, themes 

& cultural diversity, author’s craft and creative writing. 
● Poetry - To write creatively and analyse techniques used in poetry by developing PEE paragraphs. 

Developing an understanding of figurative language and how it shapes meaning  
● Non-fiction - To develop an understanding of persuasive techniques but exploring leaflets and DA 

FOREST devices resulting in a leaflet for a ghost tour being produced. 
● Shakespeare - To develop awareness of Shakespeare’s dramatic techniques and introduce concept of 

tragedy, with the study of stagecraft.  
● Creative writing - Work on creative writing skills with a focus on use of ambitious vocabulary and 

using punctuation for effect. Producing a ‘Twisted Tale’.Use exam board exemplar materials as a 

stimulus.  
 

Year 9: 

 

● Class Novel-  To study a significant crime novel, with a focus on narrative development, 

characterisation and the author’s craft.  
● Poetry - Developing the use analytical paragraphing to demonstrate understanding of figurative 

language.  
● Non-fiction - To demonstrate an understanding of persuasive techniques and the components of 
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speech writing.  
● Shakespeare - A specific analysis of Shakespeare’s use of language and characterisation to shape 

meaning within his narratives.  
● Creative writing - An exploration of 19th and 20th Century stories, from extracts to short stories, 

analysing style and then writing their own versions.  
 

Year 10 :  

Students follow the AQA GCSE English examinations. 

  

● Study of the the set text  Novel for GCSE Literature 

● Section A Paper 1 - Analysis of how writers use language to shape meaning 

● Poetry Anthology for GCSE Literature 

● Section B for Paper 1 GCSE Language - Descriptive writing  

● Modern Drama - Paper 2 Literature 

● Poetry Anthology - Unseen poems 

 

Year 11:  

 

● Shakespeare - GCSE Literature Paper 1  

● GCSE Language Paper 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives - Reading  

● GCSE Language Paper 2 - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives - Writing 

● Revision of Paper 1 GCSE Language 

 

Assessment -   All students will have two books in which to work.  One book will will be where the students 

write notes, plan, draft and follow the teacher’s instruction.  The second book will be where the students 

complete formative and summative assessments that will be regularly marked with relevant feedback to 

inform progress to the next level.  These assessments will run throughout the term alongside the home 

learning tasks.  At the end of each term there will a specific assessment that has been devised by the AQA 

examining board for Key Stage 3.  At GCSE level the students will sit part of past papers to ascertain their 

level of progress.   

 

  

 

 


