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MATHS 

Aims  

The Maths department at St Boniface’s College aims to move towards a mastery approach for teaching 

Mathematics which helps all pupils to improve their understanding of Maths. Mastery focuses on the depth of 

understanding and is wholly consistent with the new curriculum. 

 

From Year 7 up to Year 9 the foundation is laid for the new GCSE course; the students follow a programme 

of study encompassing number, algebra, space and shape, and data handling. Students are encouraged to see 

the importance of Maths in everyday life and the application of mathematics in all areas is an integral part our 

teaching. Being able to work mathematically in order to solve a problem has become an increasingly sought 

after skill with which we endeavour to develop in our students during KS3 so that they can better access the 

new GCSE curriculum. 

 

Pupils are taught in sets of different sizes depending on their Mathematical ability. 

 

The new Maths GCSE 

The new reformed GCSE which was introduced in September 2015. The changes to the curriculum mean that 

mathematics is becoming more demanding than ever. The volume of content has increased as well as the 

demand to which that content is tested. There is a greater emphasis on problem solving and mathematical 

reasoning than ever before and students are expected to apply their knowledge to new situations under exam 

conditions. 

Curriculum  

Key Stage 3 

Year 7 

● Negative numbers 

● Solving equations 

● Probability 

● Constructions 

● Fractions, decimals and percentages 

 

Year 8 

● Bearings 

● Scatter diagrams 

● Area, volume and surface area 

● Ratio 

● Graphs 

 

Year 9 

Year 9 topics will be dependent on the set the students are in 

 

Key Stage 4 

 

Year 10/11 

In Years 10 and 11 students will follow the EDEXCEL new GCSE (9-1). 

http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/mathematics-2015.html 

 

Leading on from their KS3 studies, students will be assessed in more depth on the following areas; 

● Number 

● Algebra 

● Ratio, proportion and rates of change 

● Geometry and measures 

● Probability 
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● Statistics 

 

The new Maths GCSE is designed to create opportunities for pupils to: 

● Develop fluent knowledge, skills and understanding of mathematical methods and concepts 

● Acquire, select and apply mathematical techniques to solve problems 

● Reason mathematically, make deductions and inferences, and draw conclusions 

● Comprehend, interpret and communicate mathematical information in a variety of forms appropriate 

to the information and context 

 

The changes to the curriculum should help students to emerge from GCSE Maths with a level of confidence 

and fluency that will provide a genuine foundation for the rest of their learning and working lives. 

Assessment  

Year 7 will take part in a baseline assessment in Term 1 using POP assessment, in the terms that 
follow, a written summative assessment will be undertaken.  Years 8 & 9 will sit written assessment 
tests in week 4 of each term. 
 
GCSE and A-Level students will be given tier-appropriate assessments based on the resources 
issued by the exam board.  Mark schemes will also allow for more accurate grading, and 
Directorate internal moderation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


