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 Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
.....Kathie Goodblood, acting program chair 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 

Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-

tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 

Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 

are free and open to the public. 

 
September 8, 2008- Monday: Nesting Common Night-
hawks- Tim Hoppe, Wildlife Diversity Biologist for the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission‟s Northwest Region, will help us 
understand the life history of the common nighthawk, a noc-
turnal bird nicknamed “bullbat”.  Tim has constructed, and 
monitored several nesting areas on building rooftops, in 
northwestern PA.  He will share some of the finding from these 
observations.  
 
October 13, 2008- Monday: PISP Bird Banding Results- 
Sarah Sargent  Sarah Sargent, Audubon PA‟s Northwestern 
IBA Coordinator will talk about the process of banding birds, 
current work to monitor migration along Lake Erie, plus some 
of the results from almost 50 years of banding at this 
site. Some species of birds have changed the timing of their 
migration since the 1960s, possibly in response to climate 
change. 
 
November 10, 2008- Monday: Santa Ana NWR: A Natu-
ralist’s Paradise - Joanne and Gene Wilhelm.  Visit this 
2,088-acre home of avian species, half of all butterfly species 
found in North America and such rarities as the indigo snake 
and endangered ocelot via slides taken on site in the past seven 
years.  See why Santa Ana is called the “shining jewel” of the 
National Wildlife refuge system in the USA. 
 
December 8, 2008- Monday: Celebrate the holidays with us. 
Bring a dish to share at our annual Holiday Potluck.  Our 2008 
Scholarship recipients will give a brief presentation on their 
experiences at Audubon Camp at Hog Island Maine. 
  

 Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
September 27, 2008- Saturday:  Birding at Presque State 
Park. Join Sarah Sargent, Audubon PA IBA Coordinator for 
our region as she bands migrant birds at PISP.  This is a rare 
opportunity to see birds up close.  We will start at 9:00 a.m., 

with birding before and after for those interested.  Space is 
limited.  Call Kathie Goodblood at 814-432-4496, before Sep-
tember 24 to make your reservation and get directions. 
 
October 4, 2008– Saturday: Volunteer work at Moraine 
State Park Headquarters Building.  Gardeners (and others!) 
Wanted!  Help install new sustainable landscaping including 
native shrubs, flowers and grasses as the park reduces its lawn 
in favor of wildlife habitat.  Learn about native plants and why 
it makes sense to use them around your home, plus get a free 
lunch and tee shirt (for the first 25 who register).  Call or email 
Kathie Goodblood at (814) 432-4496 or bhns@csonline.net by 
Oct. 2.  
 
December 20, 2008 – Butler Christmas Bird Count 
January 4, 2009 – Pleasantville Christmas Bird Count                         

 

 
Annual Awards Night, May 2008 

The Bartramian Audubon Society held its annual Awards 
Night at its May membership meeting.  
 

Conservation Award to an Organization 
The BAS was pleased to award Slippery Rock University the 
Conservation Award to an Organization.   Robert M. Smith 

accepted the award.  
He came to the uni-
versity in 1999 as 
Provost and Vice 
President for Aca-
demic Affairs, 
served as interim 
president in 2002 
and was appointed 
president in May 
2004. He has fo-
cused his career on 
improving the learn-
ing environment for 
students, including 
striving for a balance 
between necessary 
development and 
protecting a „green 
landscape.‟  The 

university has established 4 Audubon wildlife sanctuaries since 
2005 with 210.06 acres because of Dr. Smith‟s vision. Active 
as a community volunteer, he serves on the Board of Trustees, 
Butler County Community College, Leadership Pittsburgh, 
Inc., Butler County Community Development Corporation, 
Butler Health Systems Board of Directors, past president of 
the Butler Rotary Club and member of the executive commit-

Kathy Goodblood and SRU Pres. Robert Smith 

http://bartramianaudubon.org/
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tee, Slippery Rock Economic Development, Inc. He and his 
wife, Ramona, have two children: David, residing in Knox-
ville, Tennessee, and Angela, residing in Nashville, Tennessee. 
Thank you, Dr. Smith, and congratulation for achieving the 
BAS Conservation Award for an Institution in our area. 

 
Conservation Award to an Individual 

Richard Eakin received the Conservation Award to an Individ-
ual.  He was originally from Sharon but now lives in Guys 

Mills, near Sugar Lake 
in Crawford County, 
PA.  He earned a B.S. 
degree in biology from 
Westminster College 
and M.S. and Ph.D. 
degrees in zoology 
from the University of 
Maine.  During a 30-
year academic career, 
he taught a wide range 
of biology courses (in-
cluding ecology, orni-
thology, ichthyology, 
marine biology, polar 

biology, tropical biology, biodiversity, and environmental is-
sues) at the University of New England on the coast of Maine.  
He was a founder of the Sebago Chapter of Trout Unlimited (a 
national coldwater fisheries conservation organization) in 
Maine in 1979.  He was active in teaching classes and leading 
field trips for the Maine Audubon Society for many years and 
taught a bird course at the NAS camp on Hog Island.  He par-
ticipated in the Maine Breeding Bird Atlas project He recently 
retired from the classroom to live on an 80-acre wooded prop-
erty in northwestern Pennsylvania where he has birded, hunted 
and fished for over 40 years.  He participated in the first PA 
Breeding Bird Atlas Project and is involved in the current atlas 
effort as well.  He serves as Vice-President of the Board of 
Directors of the Friends of Erie National Wildlife Refuge and 
will be attending a national Friends Conference in West Vir-
ginia (including a day in Washington meeting with members of 
Congress) in April.  He hopes to pursue his interests in nature 
study (particularly birds) and wildlife art and photography.  
BAS members will recognize his drawing of upland sandpipers 
which serves as the chapter logo. 

Conservation Award for Business 
Grove City County Market 

Grove City County Market is a full service supermarket lo-
cated in the Pine Grove Square, Grove City, PA and open 24 
hours a day. The business opened in July 1984 and features 
only the highest quality food items, including a produce de-
partment stocked with local produce and organics, a large meat 
and fish department, deli, bakery, restaurant and a recently 
opened pharmacy serving prescription needs. County Market 
is independently owned and operated by Dave and Vicki 
Knopp and their son David, Jr. who have been annual financial 
contributors to the local Audubon Cause for the past decade 
Furthermore, Dave and Vicki have been „hooked‟ on birds for 
some years. In 2006, they established their beautiful 1.1-acre 
Lake Latonka property as a BAS Bird & Butterfly Sanctuary 
that already has attracted a rich biodiversity of fauna to their 

yard and gardens. Therefore, thank you for past contributions 
and current interest 
in making your 
property even 
more natural and 
organic. Audubon 
looks forward to 
continued success, 
mutual respect and 
friendship. Con-
gratulations on 
receiving the BAS 
Conservation 
Award for a Busi-
ness this fiscal 
year.  

 
Mike Starker Scholarship at Slippery Rock University 

Benjamin Baker received the Mike Starker Scholarship.  Ben-
jamin (Ben) Baker is an Environmental Studies major begin-
ning his junior year at Slippery Rock University with a double 
major in Parks and Recreation. He lives in Philipsburg PA. He 
currently has a 4.0 and is active in departmental activities and 
the GES club. An outstanding contributor to the classroom, he 
is interested in conservation efforts in PA as well as nature 
education. He intends on continuing his education following 
SRU. He is greatly appreciative of the scholarship but due to 
family commitments was unable to attend the awards ceremo-
ny. 
 

BAS Helen R. Ferguson Fund Scholarship in 
 Environmental Sciences at Westminster College 

The BAS presented the BAS Helen R. Ferguson Scholarship to 
Melanie Mathews, a junior Environmental Science major at 
Westminster College who is enrolled in the 3-2 Environmental 
Science and Management cooperative program with Duquesne 
University.  Melanie is a 2005 graduate from Allegany High 
School in Cumberland, Maryland, where she was President of 
the Ecology Club and a member of the Envirothon Team.  
Both of Melanie‟s parents have had professions in the field of 
science and throughout her childhood they often spent time 
fishing, canoeing and camping.  During Melanie‟s time at 
Westminster, she has worked for two years as a Residence 
assistant and has had the pleasure of working alongside profes-
sors in three biology labs as a Teachers Assistant.  After gra-
duating from Duquesne with a Masters degree in 2010, she 

Gene Wilhelm and Richard Eakin 

Dr. Shahroukh Mistry of Westminster and Melanie Mathews 

Gene Wilhelm and Dave and Vicki Knopp 
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hopes to pursue a career in environmental politics promoting 
the better use of our natural resources. 
 

Audubon Scholarships to Hog Island, Maine 
Audubon scholarships to Hog Island, Maine were presented to 

Amanda Seibel, Ameri-
Corps teacher from the 
Grove City School Dis-
trict who won the Work-
shop for Educators Scho-
larship, Brittaine Smith, 
eleventh grade student at 
Slippery Rock High 
School who won the 2008 
Teen Adventure camp 
scholarship (see last UI ), 
and to Nancy Lendyak 
who won the Leadership 

Workshop Scholarship.  
Nancy Lendyak, a Learning Support Teacher with the Karns 
City School District has been involved in many volunteer 
projects involving youth and the environment.  At the work-

shop, Nancy will discover proven strategies to power our local 
Audubon chapter.  She will then bring those new ideas back to 
Bartramian Audubon in her role as a member of the board of 
directors. 
 

2007 - 2008 Year New B&B and Wildlife Sanctuaries 
 12 Protecting 286.418 acres 

New sanctuary members were introduced and presented their 
sanctuary signs. The 8 new B&B Sanctuary owners include 
Larry & Linda Bruno-7 acres, Susan & Ron Tenace- 4.758 
acres, Pamela & John Croll -  3.96 acres, Mary Ellen Walter-
 .75 acre, Robert A. Macoskey Center, SRU - 5 acres, The 
Birdwatchers Store, Cathy Setzer, Owner - 4 acres, Eileen 
Donnelly - 7 acres, and Susan Stockton Miller - 1 acre for a 
total of 33.468 acres.  
The 4  Wildlife Sanctuaries include  Linda & Henry Lenz -85 
acres, Robert A. Macoskey Center, SRU-  78 acres, South 
Main Street Forest, SRU- 16.3 acres, and The Old Stone 
House Forest, SRU-  73.65 acres for a total of 252.95 acres. 

Henry and Linda Lenz with their Sancutary Sign. Our thanks go to 

the Lenzs for hosting the BAS June Picnic.  

                                                                                                    
     
NABA 4th of July Sandy Creek Butterfly Count 

Suzanne Butcher, compiler 

 

Three new county records were netted on the 6th Annual Sandy 
Creek NABA Butterfly Count held on July 12th.  Field partici-
pants included Suzanne Butcher, Kathy Camilleri, Erin Jolly, 
Curt Lehman, Bob and Dianne Machesney, Monica Miller, 
James Monroe, Walt and Dana Shaffer, Steve Todor, and Har-
vey, Jerry, and Neil Troyer. The group started their day at the 
Triple Link Road abandoned RR bed of SGL 130 in Mercer 
County, and walked along Sandy Creek and past the wetlands 
until about 12 noon. While the sought after Broad-winged 
Skipper was not found, two new Mercer County records were 
documented– a Dion Skipper and a Crossline Skipper both 
photographed by Jim Monroe and later identified by Jim and 
Curt in consultation with David Wright. The next stop was the 
Polk Wetlands of SGL 39 located in Venango County and here 
too a county record, the Hickory Hairstreak, was netted by 
Neil, and confirmed by Walt and David. The Baltimore 
Checkerspot, Black Dash and Bronzed Copper were once 
again found. The group then caravanned along the wooded 
part of Reed Furnace Road in SGL 130 making several stops 
along the way. After a get together at the Jackson Center Diary 
Queen, the group then headed to the Neil Troyer property and 
explored the pastures with the young Troyer children, Samuel, 
Harvey, Rachel, and Ruth Ann.  
Pipevine Swallowtail -1, Black Swallowtail -1,Eastern Tiger Swal-
lowtail-11, Spicebush Swallowtail -4, Cabbage White -8, Clouded 
Sulphur-15, Orange Sulphur-11, Harvester-1,Bronze Copper-2, 
Coral Hairstreak-6, Banded Hairstreak-1,Hickory Hairstreak–1 
,Striped Hairstreak-5, Eastern-tailed Blue-13, Summer Azure-3, 
Great Spangled Fritillary-31, Aphrodite Fritillary-3, Meadow Fritil-
lary-15, Pearl Crescent-5, Baltimore Checkerspot-12, Question 
Mark-1, Eastern Comma-8, Gray Comma-2 , Mourning Cloak -4, 
Red Admiral-6, Red-spotted Admiral-1, Appalachian Brown-3, 
Common Wood- Nymph -13, Monarch -5, Silver-spotted Skipper 
-8, Wild Indigo Duskywing-1, European Skipper-55, Crossline 
Skipper- 2, Northern Broken Dash-1, Little Glassywing-4, Hobo-
mok Skipper-3 Dion Skipper-1, Black Dash-4, Dun Skipper -19 : 
Total 39 Species,  

Brittaine Smith 

Kathie Goodblood and Nancy Lendyak 
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Dooryard Gardens and the Neotropical Avian Con-

nection 
Few beings are as interesting, beautiful and worthy as neotrop-
ical birds and Pennsylvania butterflies. To help them, learn 
how to make your dooryard gardens more bird and butterfly 
friendly by providing the basic needs for their survival, thus 
playing a critical role in preventing our winged friends from 
extinction. This mini-course, taught by Dr. Gene Wilhelm, 
meets every Tuesday and Thursday mornings through Septem-
ber. Spaces are limited, so please call the Institute for Learning 
in Retirement (ILR) office, Slippery Rock University, 
promptly at 724-738-1604 for  
 
. 
 

 Printed on Recycled Paper 
 
 
 

Membership Reminder 
......Sandee Swansiger, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Sandee 
Swansiger.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled through 
the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The $15.00 dollar 
checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed to Gene Wil-
helm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYI- Subscribers to National Audubon Magazine will note some 
changes: The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -
Jan./Feb. March/April etc. There is also a new format in which the expi-
ration date will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 
200_.  All membership expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that 
you get your full subscription.  THIS DOES NOT affect those 
who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate, AA School or Upland Infor-
mer subscriptions.   
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Bartramian Audubon Society 
Associate and Newsletter Application 

 
Please check below 

________$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 
       ________$5.00 newsletter only 

Please send this form along with your name and address with 
payment to the: 

 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

 
 
 
 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon 
Society. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartra-
mian Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upl-

and Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 

Membership Data Center 

PO Box 52529 

Boulder CO 80322-2529 

 

Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 

by NAS                                                       U18   
     rev 9/02                                                       7XCH                                                             
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 Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
.....Kathie Goodblood, acting program chair 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
 
 
November 10, 2008- Monday: Santa Ana NWR: A Natu-
ralist’s Paradise - Joanne and Gene Wilhelm.  Visit this 
2,088-acre home of avian species, half of all butterfly species 
found in North America and such rarities as the indigo snake 
and endangered ocelot via slides taken on site in the past seven 
years.  See why Santa Ana is called the “shining jewel” of the 
National Wildlife refuge system in the USA. 
 
 
December 8, 2008 
Monday: Celebrate 
the holidays with us. 
Bring a dish to share at 
our annual Holiday 
Potluck.  Our 2008 
Scholarship winners, 
Amanda Seibel, Britta-
nie Smith, and Nancy 
Lendyak   will give 
brief presentations on 
their experiences while 
attending the Audubon 
Camp at Hog Island 
Maine. 
  
 

 Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
December 20, 2008 – Saturday -Butler Christmas Bird 
Count. See additional info this page. 
January 4, 2009 – Sunday- Pleasantville Christmas Bird 
Count. See additional info this page.    

May 1, 2, & 3, 2009 – 3rd Annual Oil Region Birding and 
Nature Festival Mark your calendar for this event. More in-
formation will be forthcoming.  

 

May 9, 2009 –Saturday: The second Saturday of every May 
is the annual North American Migration Count. Count with-
in the bounds of any county in the US. Just keep track of spe-
cies and numbers of each. You are out in the field on that day 
anyway, so keep counting. Contact Russ States for more in-
formation.  

July 25, 2009, Saturday, 10:00 a.m.: Garden Tour at a 
BAS Wildlife Sanctuary Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary is 
a 462-acre privately owned sanctuary in Venango County. 
Tour and learn more about organic vegetable and fruit garden-
ing. After viewing the vegetable garden we will turn our atten-
tion to the bird and butterfly garden. We will spend lunch time 
observing the birds & butterflies in the garden (please bring a 
bag lunch). Jerry and Kathie will share some of their methods 
of growing native plants for wildlife. For directions call Kathie 
at 814-432-4496 or email bhns@csonline.net         

 
Our Local Christmas Bird Counts 

 
The Butler County CBC celebrating forty-three years of 
counting for the National Audubon Society will be held on 
Saturday, December 20, 2008. The center of the 15 mile di-
ameter of the count circle is located approximately 1.5 miles 
east of the junction of Lindey Road and Rt. 528. Lake Arthur, 
Moraine State Park, McConnells Mill, Wolf Creek Narrows 
and the campus of Slippery Rock University are within the 
circle. If you are interested in participating, either by being a 
feeder watcher or field observer, contact Suzanne Butcher at 
330-759-1945 (leave messages) or sarbird@hotmail.com as 
soon as possible so count assignments can be made.   
 
 
The Pleasantville CBC also marking forty-three years of 
counting is scheduled on Sunday, January 4, 2009 from 
dawn to dusk (or earlier or later if you are so inclined). The 
circle for this count encompasses the area approximately from 
Titusville in the northwest to Pleasantville to Tionesta in the 
northeast south to President east to Oleopolis and Rouseville 
and then north along the western edge of Oil Creek State Park. 
The count is centered on the historic ghost town of Pithole. 
Please feel welcome to participate in this count. Assignments 
can be made for an easy to get to area if you are unfamiliar 
with this count. Also needed are feeder watchers who live in 
the area. If you are unsure if you are in the count circle call 
and ask. This is a more northern count than the Butler count, 
so expect some more northern species. If you are interested in 
helping, please contact: Russ States 814-676-6320 (please talk 
to the machine) or pabirder@verizon.net 

Amanda Seibel, Workshop for Education 
Scholarship Winner 

http://bartramianaudubon.org/
mailto:pabirder@verizon.net
mailto:bhns@csonline.net
mailto:pabirder@verizon.net
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 BAS Activities in Review 
…..Nancy Baker 

 
September Field Trip 

Kathie Goodblood, Jerry Stanley, and Nancy Baker partici-
pated in the September 27th field trip to the bird-banding sta-
tion at Presque Isle State Park.  Banders Desiree Narango and 
Sarah Sargent, with their volunteer helpers, explained every 
step of the banding process.  We were fortunate to get up close 
and personal with a Gray-cheeked Thrush, Winter Wren, Gray 
Catbird, Black-capped Chickadees, and a very feisty Tufted 
Titmouse.   
    

September 8th Membership Meeting on 
Common Nighthawks 

Tim Hoppe, Wildlife Diversity Biologist for the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission’s Northwest Region, presented the pro-
gram at our September membership meeting.  Approximately 
thirty people were in attendance.   
The Common Nighthawk is not a hawk; it belongs to a group 
commonly known as nightjars.  Nightjars are nocturnal insect 
eaters with large flat heads, small bills, and enormous gaping 
mouths.  Historically these birds nested in burned areas, wood 

Bill Caputo with Speaker Tim Hoppe  
 
land clearings, farm fields, or on rocky outcrops.  Their nest is  
a simple scrape on leafy or gravelly ground.  The advent of 
cities provided a bonanza of flat, gravel-covered, relatively 
predator free rooftops for nesting.  The nighthawks took ad- 
vantage.   Recently, however, their population has been declin-
ing.  Several theories leading to this decline include; increased 
pesticide use, problems on wintering grounds, and/or non-
gravel rooftop conversions.    Starting in 2006, Tim built and 
installed gravel-nesting pads on non-gravel rooftops. In all 23 

nesting pads were installed in four NW PA cities.  He moni-
tored nighthawk nesting efforts on rubber roofs, gravel roofs, 
and roofs with artificial gravel nest pads, in each city.   The 
results were not encouraging.   During 2008, four nest sites 
were discovered on existing gravel roofs. Unfortunately all 
nest sites appeared to have been predated several days after the 
nestlings hatched. Several sources have named American 
crows as probable predators of rooftop nesters. An infrared 
trail camera was used to monitor one of the nest sites.  Unfor-
tunately the sensitivity of the trigger mechanism prevented 
consistent photographs. But Tim did photograph a pair of 
crows on the roof one day following predation.   Tim has been 
in contact with several researchers interested in artificial nest-
ing pad use by common nighthawks. Tim fears that if crows 
can locate nestlings on large gravel roofs, then nests on small 
artificial nesting pads will be easy prey. Tim hopes to experi-
ment with video equipment and crow deterrent techniques at 
nest sites during the 2009 season. Hopefully then we will be 
able to successfully document what is happening to Common 
Nighthawks in NW Pennsylvania.  
 

October 13th Membership Meeting 
Sarah Sargent, Audubon PA’s Northwestern IBA Coordinator, 
presented the program on banding birds at Presque Isle State 
Park to about thirty members and guests at our October meet-
ing.  First she gave us a little of the history of banding. (John 
James Audubon tied silver threads around the legs of nestling 
phoebes to see if the same birds would come back the next 
year and they did.)  Then she explained the banding process.  
First, birds are captured in an especially designed mist net.  
Then they are fitted with a band that has a unique number to 
connect that individual with all the data that is recorded.  Each 
bird is identified, aged, checked for fat deposits, measured, 
weighed, and released.  Sarah then shared her analysis of some 
of the data that has been collected at the Presque Isle State 
Park banding station, which has been in operation for over 
forty years.  Thanks to Sarah for the program, and thanks to 
Nancy Lendyak, Gary Uber, and Bob Walczak for the re-
freshments following 
 

 Education News 
…..Elizabeth Wilson, education chair 

 
Audubon Adventures 

 
Audubon Adventures is an environmental education program 
for children in grades 3-6. Developed by professional envi-
ronmental educators, Audubon Adventures presents basic, 
scientifically accurate facts about birds, wildlife, and their ha-
bitats. It comes to you packaged as a Classroom Kit (serving 
32 students) or Individual Kit (serving 1 student). The pro-
gram is used by classroom teachers, after-school program 
coordinators, special education instructors, language arts 
teachers, and homeschoolers. 
 
Audubon Adventures introduce young people, their families, 
and their teachers, to the fundamental principles by which the 
natural world functions. Our publications for students and 
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teachers give readers compelling examples and activities that 
show those principles at work. 
 

2008-2009 School Year Edition 
The title of our newest kit is “Feats of Nature”. Through the 
four new exciting topics this year students will explore amaz-
ing topics on the natural abilities of our world's plants and 
animals. Learn how animals defend themselves, migrate, 
build and how plants rule the earth! Each issue contains fun 
activities, high interest content, and insightful messages. We 
have continued our popular feature "Heroes of the Planet," 
which profiles people who are working to protect wild crea-
tures and places. 
Don’t miss out on these awesome resources! Each Classroom 
Kit costs $38.50 and the Individual Kit costs $19.00. The Bar-
tramian Audubon Society will sponsor a kit for your classroom 
or organization.  Call to receive or renew your Audubon Ad-
ventures today. Together, we can make a difference! 
 

 
Bartramian Audubon Scholarship Programs 

 
The Bartramian Audubon Society has traditionally offered 
scholarships for educators to attend the Maine Hog Island Au-
dubon Camp Workshop for Educators and for teens ages 14-17 
to attend the Teen Adventure Camp. More recently the BAS 
has also provided a scholarship to the Leadership Workshop, 
also at the Maine Audubon Camp at Hog Island.  
However, the BAS has just recently learned that the Maine 
Audubon will not be offering programs at Hog Island for the 
2009 summer camp season. 
 
Since the BAS is committed to its scholarship program, we 
will be looking for other opportunities not only for the coming 
season but for the future as well.  Details will be presented in 
the next newsletter and for more current information please 
contact Elizabeth Wilson, Education Committee Chairperson 
of the Bartramian Audubon Society, at (724) 924-2045 or 
email: ewtracker@zoominternet.net  
 

Native Garden Planting a Success 
…..Erin Jolly 

Audubon Pennsylvania, the Pennsylvania Department of Con 
servation and Natural Resources, and the Bartramian Audubon 
Society hosted a very successful native species garden planting 
on October 4, 2008.  The rain subsided and was followed by 
sunshine, willing workers, and an important opportunity to 
educate the public on native plant species and Audubon’s bird 
conservation efforts.  The planting was the first project in 
Pennsylvania as part of the National Audubon Society and 
Toyota’s Together Green volunteer-based conservation pro-
gram.  Located at the Moraine State Park South Shore office 
lawn, the educational demonstration garden features 17 differ-
ent species of trees, shrubs, perennials, and grasses that are 
native to western Pennsylvania and present beneficial 
attributes to birds and butterflies.  Over 16 volunteers assisted 
in the 
planting of the garden, which will soon be complete with plant 
species placards and an information kiosk for use by Moraine 
Park patrons.  Be sure to check on the garden in full bloom this 

spring, and pick up some plant species recommendations for 
your own garden while you are there! 

 
Note- Our thanks go to Erin Jolly for her work on the Native 
Garden project. Erin, based in Slippery Rock this summer and 
fall, has been a part of an internship project through the Stu-
dent Conservation Association and the Richard King Mellon 
Foundation. Sarah has been here under the supervision of Sa-
rah Sargent, Audubon PA’s Northwestern IBA Coordinator 
and Brain Shema, Director of Conservation for the ASWP. 
The internship program is an integral part of Audubon PA’s 
conservation and public outreach goals in Western PA.  
 

Paper-Free Newsletter 
 

Starting with September 2008 the Upland Informer will be avail-

able online.  It can be viewed at our website 

www.bartramianaudubon.org by clicking on the newsletter link 

and then clicking on the issue you wish to view.  The newsletter is 

in the PDF format, so you must have a PDF program on your 

computer.  Read only programs are available free at Adobe.com 

and other sites. 

The Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 

members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As each 

newsletter is published, members who have elected to do this will 

receive an email informing them that the next issue is now availa-

ble online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 

For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 

both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it will 

mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 

To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 

Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 

 

Planting a Native Garden 

mailto:ewtracker@zoominternet.net
http://www.bartramianaudubon.org/
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Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 
States - pabirder@verizon.net.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled through 
the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The $15.00 dollar 
checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed to Gene Wil-
helm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYI- Subscribers to National Audubon Magazine will note some 
changes: The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -
Jan./Feb. March/April etc. There is also a new format in which the expi-
ration date will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 
200_.  All membership expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that 
you get your full subscription.  THIS DOES NOT affect those 
who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate,  AA School or Upland Infor-
mer subscriptions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Non- profit organization                                                           
U.S. Postage                                                                       

PAID                                                     
Slippery Rock, PA                                                   

Permit No. 59 

 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

Associate and Newsletter Application 
 

Please check below 
________$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 

       ________$5.00 newsletter only 
Please send this form along with your name and address with 

payment to the: 
 

Bartramian Audubon Society 
PO Box 315 

Slippery Rock, PA 16057 
 
 
 
 
 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon 
Society. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartra-
mian Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upl-

and Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 

Membership Data Center 

PO Box 52529 

Boulder CO 80322-2529 

 

Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 

by NAS                                                       U18   
     rev  9/02                                                       7XCH                                                             
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 Upland Informer 

 

Volume 27 Issue 3        Official Newsletter of the Bartramian Audubon Society              Dec08JanFebMar09 

Editors… Suzanne Butcher and Nancy Baker 

Check us out online at http://bartramianaudubon.org/  

 

 Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
.....Kathie Goodblood, acting program chair 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the month 

at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education Center, 2961 

Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Education Center is located 

on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with Rt. 8- about five miles south 

of Slippery Rock.  The meetings are free and open to the public. 

 

March 9, 2009- Monday: Dragonflies and Damselflies- 

Larry Rosche.   Co-author of “Dragonflies and Damselflies of 

Northeastern Ohio” Larry Rosche will give a PowerPoint pres-

entation highlighting the lives of some of the dragonflies and 

damselflies found in our region.  Come learn about these beau-

tiful insect- eating insects. 

 

April 13, 2009- Monday: New Mexico: Birding Wonder-

land? Scott Stoleson, Ph.D.-Research Wildlife Ecologist with 

the US Forest Service's Northern Research Station in Warren, 

PA. When most hard-core birders think of great states to tally 

a long list, they think California, Arizona, Texas, or maybe 

Florida.  In this talk, Scott will try to convince you that land-

locked New Mexico deserves equal or higher standing as a 

first-class birding destination.  He will give an ecologically-

based tour of New Mexico's diverse avifauna, along with some 

personal anecdotes and experiences that may help to explain 

how a formerly hard-core New Englander fell in love with the 

"Land of Enchantment".   

 

May 11, 2009-Monday: Annual Awards Night- Please join 

us for our annual awards night.  The Bartramian Audubon So-

ciety will be honoring individuals, organizations, or businesses 

that have made a significant contribution to the local Audubon 

cause.  Scholarships will be presented and new members of the 

BAS Bird and Butterfly and Wildlife Sanctuary Programs will 

receive their sanctuary signs. 

 

 Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 

May 1, 2, & 3, 2009 – 3rd Annual Oil Region Birding and 

Nature Festival – Register now – See accompanying informa-

tion. 

 

Saturday, May 9, 2009 The second Saturday of every May is 

the annual Pennsylvania Migration Count. Count within the 

bounds of any county in the US. Just keep track of species and 

numbers of each. You are out in the field on that day anyway, 

so keep counting. Contact Russ States pabirder@verizon.net  

for more information.   

July 25, 2009, 10:00 a.m. – Garden Tour at a BAS Wildlife 

Sanctuary Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary is a 462-acre 

privately owned sanctuary in Venango County. Tour and learn 

more about organic vegetable and fruit gardening. After view-

ing the vegetable garden we will turn our attention to the bird 

and butterfly garden. We will spend lunch time observing the 

birds & butterflies in the garden (please bring a bag lunch). 

Jerry and Kathie will share some of their methods of growing 

native plants for wildlife. For directions call Kathie at 814-

432-4496 or email larkwren@hughes.net. 

Birding Festival 
May 1-3, Friday-Sunday -Third Annual Oil Region Bird & 

Nature Festival.  Friday outdoor events will include “The 

Birds and the Trees” with Kathie Goodblood and Ty Ryan and 

a “Program on Owls with an Owl Prowl” with Gary Edwards. 

Saturday morning outdoor events include a ”Guided Bird 

Walk at Two Mile Run County Park” with Gary Edwards or  a 

“Guided Bird Walk at Oil Creek State Park” with Kathie 

Goodblood. Afternoon workshops include “Developing and 

Improving Your Birding Skills” with Kathie Goodblood or 

“Bats of Pennsylvania” with Tim Hoppe; “The Wonderful 

World of Warblers with Gary Edwards, or “Alien or Native 

Species” with Ty Ryen; “An Introduction  to Pennsylvania’s 

Amphibians and Reptiles” with Dr. Kurt Regester or “Butter-

flies” with Chuck Teague.  After a “Flock and Mingle” recep-

tion there will be a “Birder’s Banquet” with special guest Don 

Riepe, Retired Manager of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 

who will present the program, “The Jamaica Bay Wildlife Re-

fuge, an Urban Oasis for Wildlife and People”.  Grand prize 

winners of the art contest for area students will then be an-

nounced. Sunday outdoor programs include a choice of  a 

“Guided Bird walk at Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary” with 

Jerry Stanley, “Birding Basics- a Guided Walk at BHNS for 

Beginners” with Kathie Goodblood, , or a “Guided Bird Walk 

at Two Mile Run Park” with Gary Edwards and Don Riepe.   

You may register for one or all of the programs but space is 

limited and preference will be given to first registrants.  

Events/Activities range from $15 to $25 dollars with the total 

package costing $119.00. Please visit www.oilregion.org  or 

call the Oil Region Alliance for more information at 800 483-

6264.  

 

 BAS Activities in Review 
....Nancy Baker 

November 2008 Membership Meeting 

Joanne and Gene Wilhelm presented the program at our No-

vember meeting.  Joanne described her work with the Junior 

Duck stamp competition at the Santa Ana Wildlife Refuge.  

Gene shared slides of the special birds and wildlife of the re-

http://bartramianaudubon.org/
mailto:pabirder@veriszon.net
mailto:larkwren@hughes.net
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fuge.  PA Audubon Director Phil Wallis and Director of De-

velopment Bob Wallis joined us for the evening.  Refresh-

ments were provided by Cathy Setzer, Gary Uber, and Eliza-

beth Wilson. 

 
Joanne Wilhelm, Phil Wallis, and  November meeting attendees 

 

December 2008 Potluck 

Scholarship winners Brittaine Smith, Nancy Lendyak, and 

Amanda Seibel presented the program at our December meet-

ing.  All enjoyed hearing of their experiences and the delicious 

food afterwards. 

 

43
rd

 Pleasantville CBC, Jan. 4, 2009 
…..Russ States, compiler 

Jan. 4, 2009: 3:00am to 5:00pm.  Temp. 15-39F; Snow cover – 

1+”, Still waters frozen, moving waters open; wind 0-2mph; 

clear in am; overcast/light rain in pm.  

Observers: 20 in field in 10 parties, plus one feeder watcher. 

Time/distance:  58 total party hours; 388.5 total party miles; 

including 10 hours & 12 miles on foot and 48 hours & 376.5 

miles by car.  Plus 4 hrs and 7 miles owling. 

 

The Birds: Pied-billed Grebe-1, Great Blue Heron – 1, Canada 

Goose – 511, Tundra Swan-1, Am Black Duck-24,  Mallard-27,Ring-

necked Duck-1, Common Merganser – 77, Bald Eagle – 6, Sharp-

shinned Hawk-3, Cooper’s Hawk –3, Red-shouldered Hawk-4, Red-

tailed Hawk –29, Ruffed Grouse – 11, Wild Turkey-48, Rock Pigeon –

21, Mourning Dove –179, E. Screech Owl –7, Great Horned Owl – 1, 

Barred Owl -2, N. Saw-whet Owl- 1, Belted Kingfisher –4, Red-

bellied Woodpecker – 14, Downy Woodpecker – 37, Hairy Wood-

pecker – 16, N. Flicker –1, Pileated Woodpecker – 15, N. Shrike-1, 

Blue Jay – 210, Am. Crow – 142, Common Raven –6, Black-capped 

Chickadee – 386, Tufted Titmouse – 98, Red-breasted Nuthatch -13, 

White-breasted Nuthatch – 124, Brown Creeper –10, Carolina Wren 

–9, Winter Wren-2, Golden-crowned Kinglet –20, E. Bluebird –11, 

Hermit Thrush – 6, Am. Robin –6, N. Mockingbird-1, Eur. Starling – 

349, Am. Tree Sparrow – 87, Song Sparrow –11, Fox Sparrow-1, 

White-throated Sparrow – 34, Dark-eyed Junco –514, N. Cardinal –

106, Purple Finch-14, House Finch –37, White-winged Crossbill-38, 

Pine Siskin-406, Am. Goldfinch – 379, House Sparrow –47. 
Total – 52 species. 3524 individuals.  
 

Total 56 species (2
nd

 highest) + 1 count week sp. (Cedar 

Waxwing), 4163 Individuals (Highest ever), Bold number in-

dicates High count for that species. Bold Species indicates new 

or unusual species for the count.1
st
 time on count for Fox Spar-

row. 2
nd

 time on count for N. Saw-whet Owl & Ring-necked 

Duck. 3
rd

 time on count for N. Mockingbird & White-winged 

Crossbill. Last time N. Saw-whet Owl was on count was the 

1966 CBC (the first count for Pleasantville).Highest numbers 

for: Red-shouldered Hawk, Red-tailed Hawk, Common Raven 

(ties), White-winged Crossbill, Pine Siskin & Am. Goldfinch 

2
nd

 highest numbers for: Common Merganser, Sharp-shinned 

Hawk, Cooper’s Hawk, Wild Turkey, Mourning Dove, Hairy 

Woodpecker (ties). Hermit Thrush (ties), N. Cardinal, & Dark-

eyed Junco, 3
rd

 highest numbers for: Canada Goose, Red-

breasted Nuthatch, & Eur. Starling. 

Count Circle includes area within 15 mile diameter circle, cen-

ter 4 miles SSE of Pleasantville.  Count area boundary in-

cludes Enterprise to the north, Tionesta to the East, Eagle 

Rock to the south, and Pa. Route 8 to the west. 

*Thanks to all who participated and hope to see you next year* 

 

Butler CBC Report - December 20 2008 
…..Suzanne Butcher 

The Butler CBC, celebrating forty-three years of counting for 

the National Audubon Society, was held Saturday, December 

20
th

 from 5am to 4pm. As the December 20
th

 date of the Butler 

CBC was approaching, I was only hoping for two things- first 

that the weather would cooperate and second that we would be 

able to add White-winged Crossbills - certainly this year’s 

most celebrated irruptive winter visitor - to our count list. Fri-

day’s weather with snow, freezing rain and generally icy con-

ditions was foreboding but as the temperature rose by evening, 

the roads had cleared by Saturday morning for one of the 

group of early owlers - Ruth Crawford, Mary Beth Edwards, 

and Veda DePaepe – to begin their day at 5:30 am. And while 

the daylight hours of count day were overcast and cold with 

recorded temperatures by participants ranging from a low of 

18º to a high of 29º, the arctic blast of blustery weather, 

plummeting temperatures, incredible low wind chill factors, 

and snow ob-

ligingly held 

off until Sun-

day. The 12 

field parties 

offered vari-

ous opinions 

as to abun-

dance of both 

birds and food 

but most 

agreed with 

the much dis-

cussed paucity 

of the nut crops 

this winter while noting the widespread availability of crabap-

ples still on the trees and berries still numerous on poison ivy 

vines. Dogwood fruit was mostly gone but rose hips were still 

Mary Beth Edwards, Ruth Crawford, and  

 Veda DePaepe 
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available. Some said the birds were hunkering down and hard 

to find, but sizable mixed feeding flocks as noted by Barb and 

George Dean were also located.  Water was mostly open and 

this gave the Lake Arthur/Moraine State Park field groups an 

advantage in totaling numbers of species and greatly benefited 

the total number recorded for the day. Gene Wilhelm reported 

from this location that the water birds seemed to be on the 

move – perhaps in response to the 

approaching wintery blast- and even many of us away from the 

benefits of the lake were able to add Tundra Swans to our in-

dividual party count. Nancy Baker and I were certainly happy 

to see the V formation overhead from our location.  The total 

species tally of 88 was the fourth highest for the count and 

well above the last twenty-five year average of 70 species.  

Now for the birds- The Common Raven initially found by in-

dependent birders Shirley Mutts and Bob Hudson and reported 

to members of the CBC group, was upgraded from a former 

count week species in 1982 to a new count day species this 

year. Gene Wilhelm’s unexpected Blue-headed Vireo at Wolf 

Creek Narrows was also a new count species. And yes- we did 

have White-winged Crossbills when Linda Wagner, and Mar-

garet and Roger Higbee found a roving group of 28 crossbills 

along Frew Mill Road in Lawrence County close to Camp 

Agawam. Their only previous appearance on the count was in 

1981. Mark Vass’s report of Mute Swan and a Long-tailed 

Duck and Debra Darney’s sightings of Ruby-crowned Kinglet 

and Rough-legged Hawk reserved their places as count week 

birds. Now here is the complete list- the 2 birds new to the 

count are designated NC, new highs counts(and ties) totaling 

seventeen, are designated HC, and the four count week birds not 

included in the totals are designated cw.  

  

The Birds: Snow Goose-23, Canada Goose-

869 ( “Lesser” subspecies-2),  Mute Swan-cw, 

Tundra Swan- 1482 HC, Gadwall-124 HC C, 

American Wigeon-2, American Black Duck-110 

HC,  Mallard-118,  Northern Pintail-2, Green-winged Teal-3 HC, Can-

vasback-55, Redhead-29 HC, Ring-necked Duck-13, Greater Scaup-3, 

Lesser Scaup-27, Long-tailed Duck- cw, Bufflehead-49,   Common 

Goldeneye-5, Hooded Merganser-77, Red-breasted Merganser-1, 

Ruddy Duck-339,  Ring-necked Pheasant-4, Ruffed Grouse-1, Wild 

Turkey-66, Common Loon-69 HC, Horned Grebe-1 , Great Blue He-

ron-5, Bald Eagle-8 (7-ad.,1-im.) HC, Northern Harrier-4, Sharp-

shinned Hawk-3, Cooper’s Hawk-4, Red-shouldered Hawk-4, Red-

tailed Hawk-46, Rough-legged Hawk- cw, American Kestrel-12, Amer-

ican Coot-191,  Bonaparte’s Gull-11, Ring-billed Gull-312, Herring 

Gull-39 HC, Rock Pigeon-691,  Mourning Dove-702, Eastern Screech-

Owl-9 - HC Great Horned Owl-6, Barred Owl-2, Belted Kingfisher-7,  

Red-headed Woodpecker-1, Red-bellied Woodpecker-82 HC, Yellow-

bellied Sapsucker-3, Downy Woodpecker-111, Hairy Woodpecker-

38, Northern Flicker-14 , Pileated Woodpecker-25 HC, Blue-headed 

Vireo-1 NC, Blue Jay-258,  American Crow -200, Common Raven-1NC, 

Horned Lark -117,  Black-capped Chickadee-421, Tufted Titmouse -

167, Red-breasted Nuthatch-11, White-breasted Nuthatch-102, 

Brown Creeper-12,  Carolina Wren-31, Winter Wren-2, Golden-

crowned Kinglet-25,  Ruby-crowned Kinglet- cw, Eastern Bluebird-

230 HC , Hermit Thrush-1, American Robin-101,  Northern Mocking-

bird-5 HC, European Starling-1274, Cedar Waxwing-44, Yellow-

rumped Warbler-4,  Eastern Towhee-1, American Tree Sparrow-243,  

Field Sparrow-2,  Song Sparrow-67, Swamp Sparrow-4,  White-

throated Sparrow-118, Dark-eyed Junco-678 (1 Oregon),  Lapland 

Longspur-7,   Northern Cardinal-319 HC, Red-winged Blackbird-21, 

Eastern Meadowlark-9 HC tie, Common Grackle-27, Brown-headed 

Cowbird-44,  Purple Finch-84 HC, House Finch-162, White-winged 

Crossbill-28 HC, Pine Siskin-68, American Goldfinch-260, House 

Sparrow-498.  

Total Species: 88 and Total individuals: 11,449  

 

Observers: 38 in 12 field parties; 27.5 hours and 21.75 miles 

on foot; 47.5 hours and 491.75 miles by car plus 19 watchers 

at feeders for 59 hours; 6.0 hours and 26.5 miles owling.  

Total Party Hours: 75 and Total Party Miles: 513.5. 

 

We are most grateful to the many dedicated volunteers who 

faithfully reserve the date, year after year, to offer their servic-

es in a most cooperative way to cover the circle and make the 

count a resounding success. While individual volunteers like 

Helen Ferguson, counting for the 36
th

 time are the heart and 

soul of the CBC’s, we are also gladdened to now have the par-

ticipation of John Stehle and his members of the Butler Out-

door Club, Cathy Setzer of the Birdwatchers Store,  and this 

year Becky Lubold, staff member of Jennings Environmental 

Education Center with her group of feeder watchers.  We also 

welcome the new counters Jonathan Barcaskey age 7-counting 

with his grandfather Jim, and Beverly Barnett, Tom Baungard-

ner, Hugh Blackburn, Donna Collett, Jim Gray, Cindy Hock-

enberry, Dale Hockenberry, Melissa Little, Becky Lubold,  

Oscar Miller, Melissa Smith, Gary Uber, and Dorothy Weis-

berg, all counting for the first time.  Our deepest thanks go out 

to all of you for your years( ) of participation and to those des-

ignated count supporter, CS, for their monetary support as well.  

 

The 57 Counters: Dave Adams (2), Nancy Baker (7), Jim Bar-

caskey (6 CS), Jonathan Barcaskey (1)*,  Beverly Barnett (1), Tom 

Baungardner (1), Carol Bickel (2), Steve Bickel (3),  Hugh Blackburn 

(1), Jim Blain (3), Nancy Blain (3),  Kate Brydon (17), Gene Butcher 

(17 CS), Suzanne Butcher (24 CS), Donna Collett (1), Ruth Crawford 

(26),  Dave Darney (13),  Debra Darney (14), Barbara Davis (10), 

Charles Davis (8 CS), Sharon Davis (8 CS), Barb Dean (13), George 

Dean (11), Veda DePaepe (8), Mary Beth Edwards (8), Helen Fergu-

son (36), Jim Gray (1 CS), Margaret Higbee (4), Roger Higbee (4), 

Cindy Hockenberry (1 CS),  Dale Hockenberry (1 CS), Robert Jami-

son (3), Sally Jamison (9),  Melissa Little (1), Becky Lubold of Jen-

nings Environmental Education Center (1), Barbara Michalowski (3), 

Oscar Miller (1 CS), Richard Nugent (4 CS), Melanie Petridis (7), Bob 

Pietz (4), Judy Pietz (4), Janet Powell (1), Arthur Richards (6), Cathy 

Setzer of the Birdwatchers Store (2), Becky Sheeler (5), Melissa 

Smith (1), John Stehle of the Butler Outdoor Club (8), Mark Swansig-

er (12) Sandee Swansiger (12), Gary Uber (1 CS), Bob VanNewkirk (3 
CS), Linda Wagner (8), Robert Walczak (13 CS), Dorothy Weisberg (1), 

Gene Wilhelm (28 CS), Joanne Wilhelm (16 CS), and Joan Wilver (24).  

*age 7. 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

                           

Paper-Free Newsletter 
 

Starting with September 2008 the Upland Informer will be 

available online.  It can be viewed at our website 

www.bartramianaudubon.org by clicking on the newsletter link 

and then clicking on the issue you wish to view.  The newslet-

ter is in the PDF format, so you must have a PDF program on 

your computer.  Read only programs are available free at 

Adobe.com and other sites. 

Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 

members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 

each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 

this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 

now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 

For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 

both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 

will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 

To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 

Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 

. 

 Printed on Recycled Paper 

 

 

Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 

Audubon Society.  

As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 

should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 

to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 

membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 

States - pabirder@verizon.net.  

 

B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled through 

the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The $15.00 dollar 

checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed to Gene Wil-

helm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI- Subscribers to National Audubon Magazine will note some 

changes: The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -

Jan./Feb. March/April etc. There is also a new format in which the expi-

ration date will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 

200_.  All membership expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that 

you get your full subscription.  THIS DOES NOT affect those 

who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate,  AA School or Upland Infor-

mer subscriptions.   
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Bartramian Audubon Society 

Associate and Newsletter Application 
 

Please check below 

________$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 

       ________$5.00 newsletter only 

Please send this form along with your name and address with 

payment to the: 

 

Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 

Slippery Rock, PA 16057 
 

 

 

 

National Audubon Society 

Membership Application 
Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon 

Society. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartra-

mian Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upl-

and Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 

 

Current introductory membership offer $20.00 

Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  

_________________________________________ 

Name 

___________________________________________ 

Address 

___________________________________________ 

City                                                        State                              Zip 

Please send this form with payment to 

  Audubon 

   Membership Data Center 

   P.O. Box 422246-2246 

   Palm Coast, FL 32142 

Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 

by NAS                                                       U18   
     rev 2/09                                                       7XCH                                                             
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 Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
.....Kathie Goodblood, acting program chair 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 

Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-

tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 

Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 

are free and open to the public. 

 

May 11, 2009-Monday: Annual Awards Night- Please join 

us for our annual awards night.  The Bartramian Audubon So-

ciety will be honoring individuals, organizations, or businesses 

that have made a significant contribution to the local Audubon 

cause.  Scholarships will be presented and new members of the 

BAS Bird and Butterfly and Wildlife Sanctuary Programs will 

receive their sanctuary signs. 

 

 Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 

May 1, 2, & 3, 2009 – 3rd Annual Oil Region Birds and 

Nature Festival – Register now – See accompanying informa-

tion. 

 

Saturday, May 9, 2009 The second Saturday of every May is 

the annual Pennsylvania Migration Count. Count birds with-

in the bounds of any county in PA. Just keep track of species 

and numbers of each. You are out in the field on that day any-

way, so keep counting. Contact Russ States pabird-

er@verizon.net  for more information.   

 

Bartramian Audubon Yard Sale - June 14, 2009- Sunday 

9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. We are having a Yard Sale!  All funds 

taken in will be used to benefit Bartramian Audubon Society’s 

activities. The Birdwatcher’s Store on route 108 in Slippery 

Rock is the location of the sale.   Come look for treasures like 

books, bird prints, household items and small furniture. If you 

have items you would like to donate,  or if you would like to 

help with the sale please call Nancy Lendyak at 724-445-3508 

or Kathie Goodblood at 814-432-4496. 

 

BAS Annual Picnic - June 28, 2009, Sunday, 5:00p.m. to 

7:30p.m. at the Rotary Shelter at Slippery Rock Park     

Slippery Rock Park is located off Grove City Road if you are 

coming from Grove City.  You will pass Giant Eagle Plaza and 

just before the Troy-Allen Auto Dealership make a right.  The 

Shelter is at the top of the hill.  Signs will be posted the day of 

the picnic. We will provide the grilled hot dogs and cold 

drinks but please bring a dish to share. Also please bring your 

own place setting and a lawn chair to relax in and your binocu-

lars as you never know what you might see.  This is always a 

nice way to spend an early summer day.  

 

July 11, 2009-Saturday – NABA Butterfly Count. Join us 

for the seventh BAS sponsored North American Butterfly 

Association 4
th

 of July Butterfly Count –see more details in-

side.  

July 25, 2009, 10:00 a.m. – Garden Tour at a BAS Wildlife 

Sanctuary Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary is a 462-acre 

privately owned sanctuary in Venango County. Tour and learn 

more about organic vegetable and fruit gardening. After view-

ing the vegetable garden we will turn our attention to the bird 

and butterfly garden. We will spend lunch time observing the 

birds & butterflies in the garden (please bring a bag lunch). 

Jerry and Kathie will share some of their methods of growing 

native plants for wildlife. For directions call Kathie at 814-

432-4496 or email larkwren@hughes.net. 

Birding Festival 
May 1-3, Friday-Sunday -Third Annual Oil Region Birds 

& Nature Festival.  Friday outdoor events will include “The 

Birds and the Trees” with Kathie Goodblood and Ty Ryen and 

a “Program on Owls with an Owl Prowl” with Gary Edwards. 

Saturday morning outdoor events include a “Guided Bird 

Walk at Two Mile Run County Park” with Gary Edwards or  a 

“Guided Bird Walk at Oil Creek State Park” with Kathie 

Goodblood. Afternoon workshops include “Developing and 

Improving Your Birding Skills” with Kathie Goodblood or 

“Bats of Pennsylvania” with Tim Hoppe; “The Wonderful 

World of Warblers” with Gary Edwards, or “Alien or Native 

Species” with Ty Ryen; “An Introduction  to Pennsylvania’s 

Amphibians and Reptiles” with Dr. Kurt Regester or “Butter-

flies” with Chuck Tague.  After a “Flock and Mingle” recep-

tion there will be a “Birder’s Banquet” with special guest Don 

Riepe, Retired Manager of the Jamaica Bay Wildlife Refuge 

who will present the program, “The Jamaica Bay Wildlife Re-

fuge, an Urban Oasis for Wildlife and People”.  Grand prize 

winners of the art contest for area students will then be an-

nounced. Sunday outdoor programs include a choice of  a 

“Guided Bird walk at Buttermilk Hill Nature Sanctuary” with 

Jerry Stanley, “Birding Basics- a Guided Walk at BHNS for 

Beginners” with Kathie Goodblood, or a “Guided Bird Walk 

at Two Mile Run Park” with Gary Edwards and Don Riepe.   

You may register for one or all of the programs but space is 

limited and preference will be given to first registrants.  

Events/Activities range from $15 to $25 dollars with the total 

package costing $119.00. Please visit www.oilregion.org  or 

call the Oil Region Alliance for more information at 800 483-

6264.  

mailto:pabirder@veriszon.net
mailto:pabirder@veriszon.net
mailto:larkwren@hughes.net
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 BAS Activities in Review 
....Nancy Baker 

 Larry Rosche presented the program at our March 9th mem-

bership meeting.  Larry, a well known Ohio birder and butterf-

ly enthusiast  is co-author of Dragonflies and Damselflies of 

Northeast Ohio and field researcher for the Conservation Out-

reach Program of The Cleveland Museum of Natural History.  

Thirty plus members and guests enjoyed the introduction to the 

fascinating world of dragonflies and damselflies.  Did you 

know that these insects have an aquatic stage that lasts from 

one month to five years?  Or that the nymphs love to eat mos-

quito larvae?  Or that the adults of some species migrate? 

Thanks to Larry for a great program, and thanks to Tom Black 

for providing the refreshments afterwards. 

 

July 11, 2009-Saturday – NABA Butterfly Count. Join us 

for the seventh BAS sponsored North American Butterfly 

Association 4
th

 of July Butterfly Count on Saturday July 11
th

.   

Known as the Sandy Creek Count, the area covered by the 15 

mile diameter circle includes the Troyer gardens in Mercer 

County on one side and the Polk Wetlands in Venango County 

on the opposite side. Sandy Creek flows through the upper 

aspect of the 

circle which 

also contains 

parts of 

Goddard 

State Park 

and the low-

er aspect of 

Lake Wil-

helm. Parts 

of State 

Game Lands 

130 and 

39 are 

also covered.  Last year’s count netted 39 species and 3 new 

county records. Contact person, Suzanne Butcher, sar-

bird@hotmail.com, 330-759-1945. 
 

Discovery Trunk 

 

The Bartramian Audubon Society is ex-

cited to announce a new service.  With 

grant money from the National Audubon 

Society and Audubon PA we have devel-

oped a Discovery Trunk called Our Feathered Friend Field 

Kit.  This trunk includes a wide variety of hands on materials 

that the classroom educator can use to teach students about 

birds and the environment in our area. This trunk is appropri-

ate for grade levels 3 through 6, and can also be used by home 

school groups, 4H groups and Scouts. 

For more information about this fun learning tool contact us, 

by email, www.bartramianaudubon.org or contact our educa-

tion chair  Elizabeth Wilson at 724-924-2045 or ewtrack-

er@zoominternet.net .   

 

 

BAS Announces New 2008-2009 Members of its 

Sanctuary Programs 
 ……Gene Wilhelm 

The Bartramian Audubon Society is pleased to an-

nounce the 12 new members of its sanctuary program 

protecting 260.431 additional acres in 2008-09.  

The new Bird and Butterfly Sanctuaries include:  the 

Klinger Family Property, West Goshen Twp., Chester 

County – 2 acres; Beulah Land II Property– Saxonburg, 

Butler County - .01 acre; Dixie S. Reimold Property – 

Summit Twp., Butler County– 11.2 acres; Allen & Fran-

cine Dale Property – Harborcreek, Erie County – 9.4 

acres; Bernie & Tom Cunningham Property– SRT, But-

ler County - .01 acre; Dennis & Janice McGlone Prop-

erty – SRB, Butler County – 2.23 acres; Betty and Tom 

Antal Property – SRB, Butler County – 2.1 acres; Ro-

bert & Dorothy Walczak  Property– New Wilmington, 

Lawrence County- .92 acre.  

Total: 8 B&B Sanctuaries = 27.87 acres 

The new Wildlife Sanctuaries include: the Becky & John 

Burdick Property– Lancaster Twp., Butler County – 92 

acres; Kathy Mickle Property– Parker Twp., Butler 

County– 23 acres; Claire Schmieler Property– Marion 

Twp., Butler County – 37.561 acres; Richard and Di-

anne Eakin Property– Guys Mills, Crawford County – 

80 acres. 

 Total: 4 Wildlife Sanctuaries – 232.561 acres 

 

Larry Rosche Signing Copies of his Book for Attendees 

Mourning Cloak in April at Slippery Rock  

mailto:sarbird@hotmail.com
mailto:sarbird@hotmail.com
http://www.bartramianaudubon.org/
mailto:ewtracker@zoominternet.net
mailto:ewtracker@zoominternet.net
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Audubon Adventures 
….. Elizabeth Wilson, BAS Education Chairperson 

Audubon Adventures is an environmental education program 

for children in grades 3-6. Developed by professional envi-

ronmental educators, Audubon Adventures presents basic, 

scientifically accurate facts about birds, wildlife, and their ha-

bitats. It comes to you packaged as a Classroom Kit (serving 

32 students) or Individual Kit (serving 1 student). The pro-

gram is used by classroom teachers, after-school program 

coordinators, special education instructors, language arts 

teachers, and homeschoolers. 

Audubon Adventures introduce young people, their families, 

and their teachers, to the fundamental principles by which the 

natural world functions. Our publications for students and 

teachers give readers compelling examples and activities that 

show those principles at work. 

 
2008-2009 School Year Edition 

The title of our newest kit is “Feats of Nature”. Through 

the four new exciting topics this year students will ex-

plore amazing topics on the natural abilities of our 

world's plants and animals. Learn how animals defend 

themselves, migrate, build and how plants rule the earth! 

Each issue contains fun activities, high interest content, 

and insightful messages. We have continued our popular 

feature "Heroes of the Planet," which profiles people 

who are working to protect wild creatures and places. 

 

This year the Bartramian Audubon Society is pleased to an-

nounce that 75 Audubon Adventure Kits were purchased  for 

the following schools and organizations: 

Laurel Elementary School-Third Grade-Mrs. Santini (5) and 

Mrs. Murphy (5) 

Laurel Elementary School- Fourth Grade- Mrs. Haney (3) 

and Mr. Musko (3) 

Laurel Elementary School- Fifth Grade- Ms. Bowden (5)  

Laurel Elementary School- Sixth Grade- Mrs. Wade (5) 

Camp Elliott Girl Scout Camp- Joann Carr; Camp Director 

(1) Bartramian Audubon Society- Birds of a Feather Discovery 

Trunk (1) 

Karns City High School- Third through Sixth Grade- Nancy 

Lendyak (1) 

Hillview Elementary School- Third Grade- Miss Bestwick 

(1), Mrs. Denniston (1), Mrs. Cagno (1),Mrs. Earl (1), and 

Mrs. Reichard (1). 

Hillview Elementary School- Fourth Grade- Mrs. Hostetler 

(1), Mrs. Masson (1), Mrs. Cooper (1), Mrs. Eller (1), Mr. 

Nichols (1), Mrs. Sonntag (1) and Mrs. Stembal (1). 

Hillview Elementary School- Fifth Grade- Mrs. Delorenzo 

(1), Mrs. Fabiano (1), Mr. Johnston (1), Mrs. Latkey (1), Mrs. 

Lowers (1), Mrs. Morgante (1), and Mr. Snyder (1). 

Hillview Elementary School- Sixth Grade- Ms. Christie (1), 

Mrs. Isenberg (1), Mrs. Deyarmin (1), Mrs. Falbo (1), Mrs. 

Gilliland (1), Mr. Green (1) and Mr. Sowers (1). 

Riverside Primary Center- Third Grade- Mrs. Alicia Dwyer 

(5) 

Riverside Intermediate- Fourth through Sixth Grade- Mrs. 

Alicia Dwyer (19) 

 

Thank you for Your Response  

to our  

2008 Letter of Appeal 
I would like to thank the Bartramian Audubon Society’s mem-

bers and friends who so generously gave during our annual 

appeal.  It takes many volunteer hours and funds to help BAS 

provide the scholarships and services we offer to the commu-

nity.  Without your help we would not exist.   

Kathie Goodblood, President 

 

Chickadee  

Carl and Roxanne Bleakney 

The Casselberry Family 

Ruth Crawford 

George and Barb Dean 

Ken and Nancy Harris 

James Hathaway and Laura Quinn 

Jay Hewitt (In Memory of Dr. Patricia Annabelle, SRU) 

Dr. Martha Joseph 

Glenda Kemm (Scholarship Program) 

H. Maxine Korb 

Mary Osborne 

Jaqueline Quast –(Sanctuary Program) 

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Richards, Jr. 

William and Marie Schall 

Mary Ellen Walter 

Joan Wilver 

Terri Wittreich (Scholarship Program) 

 

Sandpiper   

Elizabeth Bukowski 

Charles and Mary Ann Campbell 

Claire Schmieler 

 

Kestrel 

Thomas and Janet Kuehl (AA Classrooms) 

Pat and Sherron Lynch ( AA Classrooms) 

Mary E. Williams (AA Classrooms) 

Ralph Nicholas 

David and Cindy Suber (AA Classrooms) 

 

Eagle 

Central Electric Cooperative 

Nancy Baker 

Thomas Black (AA Classroom) 

Gene and Suzanne Butcher 

Scrubgrass Generating Plant 

Slippery Rock University 

Jerry Stanley and Kathie Goodblood 

Terry and Mary Shaffer 

Gary Uber 

Gene and Joanne Wilhelm (Sanctuary Program) 
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BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 315 

SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 
 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  

                           

Paper-Free Newsletter 
 

Starting with September 2008 the Upland Informer will be 

available online.  It can be viewed at our website 

www.bartramianaudubon.org by clicking on the newsletter link 

and then clicking on the issue you wish to view.  The newslet-

ter is in the PDF format, so you must have a PDF program on 

your computer.  Read only programs are available free at 

Adobe.com and other sites. 

Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 

members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 

each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 

this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 

now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 

For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 

both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 

will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 

To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 

Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 

. 

 Printed on Recycled Paper 

 

 

Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 

Audubon Society.  

As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 

should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 

to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 

membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 

States - pabirder@verizon.net.  

 

B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled through 

the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The $15.00 dollar 

checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed to Gene Wil-

helm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FYI- Subscribers to National Audubon Magazine will note some 

changes: The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -

Jan./Feb. March/April etc. There is also a new format in which the expi-

ration date will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 

200_.  All membership expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that 

you get your full subscription.  THIS DOES NOT affect those 

who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate,  AA School or Upland Infor-

mer subscriptions.   
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Bartramian Audubon Society 

Associate and Newsletter Application 
 

Please check below 

________$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 

       ________$5.00 newsletter only 

Please send this form along with your name and address with 

payment to the: 

 

Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 

Slippery Rock, PA 16057 
 

 

 

 

 

National Audubon Society 

Membership Application 
Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon 

Society. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartra-

mian Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upl-

and Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 

 

Current introductory membership offer $20.00 

Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  

_________________________________________ 

Name 

___________________________________________ 

Address 

___________________________________________ 

City                                                        State                              Zip 

Please send this form with payment to 

  Audubon 

   Membership Data Center 

   P.O. Box 422246-2246 

   Palm Coast, FL 32142 

Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 

by NAS                                                       U18   
     rev 2/09                                                       7XCH                                                             
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