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 Upland Informer 
 

Volume 29 Issue 1       Official Newsletter of the Bartramian Audubon Society     May Summer Fall 2010 

 
Editor- Nancy Baker 
Check us out online at www.bartramianaudubon.org 
 

 Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
September 13,   2010-Monday- Timber Wolf Alliance 
Laura DeYoung will present the Timber Wolf Alliance.  The 
Timber Wolf Alliance was founded in 1987 to provide support 
for wolf recovery in the Upper Great Lakes region. The mis-
sion of TWA is to use education to promote and maintain a 
viable population of wolves in the Western Great Lakes region   
with a special emphasis on Michigan and Wisconsin.  TWA 
programs promote strategies which enhance wolf populations 
and stable interrelationships within the natural community. 
October 11, 2010-Monday- An Artistic View of Birds:  
Creating a Personal Style                  
Richard Eakin, avid birder and BAS Wildlife Sanctuary owner 
will be talking about his bird art (he designed our BAS logo).  
He will share how he got into it, why and how he does it, and 
the satisfaction he gets from sharing it with others. Rich de-
rived inspiration to draw and paint birds by studying the art of 
Roger Tory Peterson, L.A. Fuertes, and G.M. Sutton, among 
others.  He works in watercolor, pen-and-ink, and most recent-
ly, colored pencil. 
November 8, 2010-Monday- TBA 
December 13, 2010-Monday-Holiday Potluck 
Join us for our annual holiday get together.  Bring a dish to 
share. 
 

Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
December 18, 2010-Saturday-Butler CBC 
Details will follow. 
January 2, 2011-Sunday-Pleasantville CBC 
Details will follow.                           
 

From the President 
                                                                           ….Cathy Setzer 
My first “official act” as your new president is to personally 
thank our outgoing president, Kathie Goodblood, for many 
years of service to our membership. As trite as it may sound, 
words cannot convey how appreciative we are of the leader-
ship she provided throughout her tenure.  Her firm and calm  

 
demeanor have made her a great role model for me. Although 
her shoes might be a tad smaller than mine, I don’t anticipate 
being able to fill them.  To do that, I will rely on our Board of 
Directors to assist! 
I envision my role as that of a shepherd, of sorts, with the task 
of keeping the flock on course and headed towards those 
“green” pastures.  We’ll certainly be bird-watching along the 
way but will also look at what we can do to assure that there 
will continue to be greener pastures in our future where those 
birds can reside.  I will look to promote balance in the activi-
ties which our organization presents and supports.  We need to 
be cognizant of land use and preservation in our local area, in 
our state-with regard to gas drilling, and in the country- with 
regard to the havoc being wrought from oil and chemical 
spills.  We also need to promote field trips and outdoor activi-
ties to get more people out there among  our fine feathered and 
furry friends to become more aware of the habitats we need to 
protect, and why. 
I look forward to getting to know our members better.  Please 
join us at our upcoming program series which will be starting 
in September.  I know you will enjoy the presenters we have 
lined up thus far.  Here’s to a great new season of Audubon.  
Enjoy your summer and I’ll see you in September!                                                                                                
                                                                                                                          
                                                            

Activities in Review 
April 12, 2010 Membership Meeting 
Ferns and Fern Allies of PA with Thomas R. Lord  
 

 
Thomas R. Lord answering questions                                                                                                                                                     

Thomas R. Lord, co-author of The Ferns and Fern Allies of 
Pennsylvania, presented the program at our April membership 
meeting. There are over one hundred fern species in our area, 
and Thomas shared photographs of many of them, along with 
tips on how to identify them.  Hopefully, with what we 
learned, (and a copy of his book), we’ll be able to put a name 
to the ferns that we come across.  Thanks to Thomas for the 
program, and to Nancy Lendyak for providing refreshments. 
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May 10, 2010 BAS Annual Awards Night 
 
This year’s awards night included presentation of scholar-
ships, sanctuary signs, and voting for the new slate of officers. 
 

HELEN R. FERGUSON SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 
Paula Roberts, Caitlin Roberts, and Helen Boylan 

The Environmental Science Committee of Westminster Col-
lege selected Caitlin Roberts as the 2010 recipient of the He-
len R. Ferguson Scholarship in Environmental Sciences.  Cur-
rently, Caitlin is a sophomore environmental science major 
from Salem, OH.  She is a marvelous student and also in-
volved in a number of extracurricular activities including 
Handbell Choir, Newman Club, Chapel Staff, Titan Traverse, 
and Alpha Phi Omega.  After graduation, Caitlin plans on 
working towards a Master’s degree in ornithology, emphasiz-
ing research and the conservation of birds of prey.  In her free 
time she enjoys hiking, camping, swimming, and traveling.  
Introduced by Professor Helen Boylan. 
 

MIKE ALLEN STARKER SCHOLARSHIP 
 

 
James Hathaway, Ronni Underwood, and Aaron Snyder 

The Department of Geography, Geology, and the Environment 
of Slippery Rock University chose Ronni Underwood for the 
Mike Alan Starker Scholarship in Environmental Studies at 
Slippery Rock University.  Ronni, from Grove City, PA, is 
working toward a Bachelor’s degree in Geography with a ma-
jor in Environmental Studies and minors in political science 
and philosophy.  The fifth of eight children, and a graduate of 
Grove City High School, she is the first in her family to attend 
college.  Ronni has been working full time during her academ-
ic commitment, yet maintains over a 3.0 QPA.  After graduat-
ing, she plans to marry and is seeking an internship that coin-
cides with her immediate career objective of attending gradu-
ate school to explore the political and social dimensions of 
environmental issues.  Intoduced by Professor James Hatha-
way. 
 

 
2009-2010 NEW BAS BIRD AND BUTTERFLY      

SANCTUARY PARTICIPANTS 
Robert A. Macoskey Center of Slippery Rock University 

Tom and Gail Shannon 
Daniel W. and Patricia G. Call 

Moraine State Park 
 2009-2010 NEW BAS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY         

PARTICIPANTS 
Daniel W. and Patricia G. Call 

 
Jason Shannon, accepting for Tom and Gail Shannon 

Dan Bickel, Moraine State Park Manager 
 

2010-2012 OFFICERS ELECTED 
Members unanimously approved the new slate of officers. 

President:  Cathy Setzer 
Vice-President:  Ron Fodor 

Secretary:  Nancy Baker 
Treasurer:  Russ States 

 
May 22, 2010 New Wildflower Garden for Oil Creek State 
Park                                                        …..Kathie Goodblood 
On May 22 volunteers braved the rain to give the Oil Creek 
State Park office area not just a new look, but a more wildlife 
friendly look.  The group planted native plants and laid down 
fresh mulch on what was a lawn.  We would like to thank the 
National Audubon Society, Audubon PA, Oil Creek State 
Park, and Toyota’s “Together Green” Grant, for the funds to 
complete this project.  But it would not have been possible 
without the help of the volunteers, who came out on a rainy 
Saturday to do the planting.  So many thanks to Betty Meins-
tereifel, Chuck McConnell, Patty Lehoskey, Kati Porter, Cin-
dy Weiland, Guy Weiland, Gary Campbell, Carol Couvrette, 
Nancy Baker, Russ States, Kathie Goodblood, Jim Tomlinson, 
Sarah Sargent, and park manager Jake Weiland.  Please come 
by and see the finished garden. 
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May 29, 2010-The Robert A. Macoskey Center at Slippery 
Rock University 
Eleven people attended the tour of the Macoskey Center.  The 
weather was great and all enjoyed the tour and walk on the 
trail. 
 
June 6, 2010-BAS Annual Picnic 
The weather wasn’t the best but the annual picnic was a good 
time for those who attended.  Thanks to the Calls for hosting 
us at their beautiful Sanctuary. 
 
July 10, 2010 
8th BAS Sponsored NABA 4th of July Butterfly Count  

…..Suzanne Butcher, compiler  
 

 

Broad-winged Skipper (Photo by James Monroe) 
The eighth Bartramian Audubon Society sponsored North 
America Butterfly Association 4th of July Butterfly count was 
held on July 10th.  Known as the Sandy Creek Count, the area 
covered by the 15 mile diameter circle includes the Troyer 
gardens in Mercer County on one side and the Polk Wetlands 
in Venango County on the opposite side.  
Count participants included Nancy Baker, Suzanne Butcher 
(compiler), Curt Lehman, James Monroe, Walt and Dana 
Shaffer, and Harvey, Jerry, Neil, and Samuel Troyer. The first 
stop began at the Triple Link Road abandoned RR bed of SGL 
130 along Sandy Creek and lasted until about 12 noon.  Dana 
Shaffer once again provided the makings of a delicious lunch. 
(Thanks Dana!) Highlights here included finding 4 Broad-
winged Skippers and 3 Harvesters well photographed by 
Jim. The group then drove Griffith and Reed Furnace Roads 
through another area of SGL 130 stopping at several sites 
where sunshine and milkweed beckoned the butterflies. The 
final stop was at the Polk Wetlands of SGL 39. One of the 
target species, the Baltimore Checkerspot was easily found 
but Bronze Coppers were not. However, Walt netted a Black 
Dash, a targeted species for this site.  Dana later netted a skip-
per which Walt used to show some of us the identifying fea-
tures of a Delaware Skipper, a Venango county record. Both 
Jerry and Curt found Variegated Fritillaries, also a new  
record  for Venango County. 
After the customary get together at the Jackson Center Diary 
Queen, the group headed for home. When we got to Neil’s, his    
oldest daughter Rachel, age 8,  was waiting to show us a 
Common Sootywing she had found.     

With 37 species, this count ranks 4th among our eight counts. 
  
The count includes: Black Swallowtail (7), Eastern Tiger 
Swallowtail (20), Spicebush Swallowtail (6), Cabbage White 
(22), Clouded Sulphur (6), Orange Sulphur (12), Harvester 
(3),  Eastern-Tailed Blue (7), Summer Azure (14), Great 
Spangled Fritillary (24), Aphrodite Fritillary (3), Variegated 
Fritillary (2), Meadow Fritillary (2),  Pearl Crescent (352), 
Baltimore Checkerspot (9), Question Mark (4), Eastern Com-
ma (7), Gray Comma (1),  Mourning Cloak (3), American 
Lady (2), Red Admiral (29), Red-spotted Purple (22), Viceroy 
(6), Northern Pearly Eye (1),  Common Wood- Nymph (8), 
Monarch (13), Silver-spotted Skipper (18), Wild Indigo 
Duskywing (33), Common Sootywing (1), Least Skipper (1), 
Peck’s Skipper (1), Northern Broken Dash (4), Little Glassyw-
ing (3), Delaware Skipper (1), Broad-winged Skipper (4), 
Black Dash (1), Dun Skipper (4). Total 37 Species, 656 indi-
viduals 
 
 

 Odds And Ends 
 
Special Announcement for All BAS Members 
                                                                         ….Gene Wilhelm 

 
 
 2010 is the 15th anniversary of 
our BAS  Sanctuary program.  
In order to celebrate this spe-
cial occasion, the BAS Board 
of Directors has approved hav-
ing a meaningful memorabilia 

for sale this year.  Rich Eakin, ornithologist and artist, has 
contributed 100 copies (in numerical order) of his beautiful 
sketch of the flying Upland Sandpiper that is our official chap-
ter logo.   Each vivid pen and ink sketch is $10 or four 
sketches for $35 to BAS members.  Non-members will pay 
$12 each or four for $45.  The size and shape of each sketch is 
ideal as a place-mat setting.  So bring your pocketbook, wallet 
or check book to the September 13 membership meeting and 
help the BAS Sanctuary program by buying four of these gor-
geous  sketches. 
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BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 315 
SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  
                           

Paper-Free Newsletter 
 
The Upland Informer is now available online.  It can be 
viewed at our website www.bartramianaudubon.org by click-
ing on the newsletter link and then clicking on the issue you 
wish to view.  The newsletter is in the PDF format, so you 
must have a PDF program on your computer.  Read only pro-
grams are available free at Adobe.com and other sites. 
Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 
members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 
each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 
this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 
now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 
For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 
both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 
will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 
To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 
Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 

. 

 Printed on Recycled Paper 
 
 
 
 

Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 
States - pabirder@verizon.net.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled 
through the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The 
$15.00 dollar checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed 
to Gene Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-1145. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FYI- Subscribers to National Audubon Magazine will note some changes: 
The magazine will be published bimonthly starting in 2005 -Jan./Feb. 
March/April etc. There is also a new format in which the expiration date 
will be given as the last bimonthly issue and use J/F or M/A 200_.  All 
membership expiration dates have been adjusted to insure that you get 
your full subscription.  THIS DOES NOT affect those 
who only have Sanctuary, BAS Associate,  AA School or Upland Infor-
mer subscriptions.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  Non- profit organization                                                           
U.S. Postage                                                                       

PAID                                                     
Sharon, PA                       

Permit No. 50 

 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

Associate and Newsletter Application 
 

Please check below 
________$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 

       ________$5.00 newsletter only 
Please send this form along with your name, address, and 

 e-mail with payment to the: 
 

Bartramian Audubon Society 
PO Box 315 

Slippery Rock, PA 16057 
 
 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon So-
ciety. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartramian 
Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upland 

Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
 
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 
P.O.  Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL 32142-2250 
 
Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 
by NAS                                               C0ZU180Z          
     rev  1/10                                                                                                                   
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 Upland Informer 
 

Volume 29 Issue 2       Official Newsletter of the Bartramian Audubon Society             Winter Spring 2011 

 
Editor-  Nancy Baker 
Check us out online at www.bartramianaudubon.org 

Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
 
March 14, 2011-Monday- Potential Threats to Northeas-
tern Bats 
Becky Lubold will review the ecological importance of bats, 
discuss reasons why they are susceptible to environmental 
changes, and examine two issues that pose particular risks:  
wind turbines and White Nose syndrome. 
April 11, 2011-Monday- Birding in Southern Ecuador                  
Jerry Stanley will share highlights from he and his wife Ka-
thie’s 2010 trip to Southern Ecuador.  He will discuss some of 
the bird family groups and how different they are from the 
ones in our backyards.  His power point presentation will give 
you an up close look at some of the colorful bird life in Ecua-
dor. 
May 9, 2011-Monday-BAS Annual Awards Night 
Please join us for our annual awards night.  Bartramian Audu-
bon Society will honor our new Wildlife and Bird and Butterf-
ly Sanctuary owners with the presentation of their signs.  We 
will also award two scholarships to local college students. 
 
 

Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
February19, 2011-Saturday-Great Backyard Bird Count 
at Jennings Environmental Education Center 9:00 a.m.-
noon 
Jennings staff and BAS will show you how to get involved 
with the “Great Backyard Bird Count”, a national citizen 
science project. This is a great way for beginning bird watch-
ers to get involved and learn some new skills. We will have 
volunteers there to help with identification.  This program is 
designed for ages twelve and up. Call Jennings at 724-794-
6011 for more details and to register by February 10. 
April 30, 2011-Saturday-Lawrence County-BAS Spring 
Sanctuaries Tour I. 
Join us for a morning visit to several of our sanctuaries in 
Lawrence County.  Come see what people have done to en-
hance their property for wildlife.  Prior registration is required.  

Contact Gene Wilhelm for more details and directions at ge-
newilhelm@aol.com or 724-794-2434 before April 1. 
May 14, 2011-Saturday- Bird Migration Day at Jennings 
Environmental Center  
Join us at 8:00 a.m. for the Pennsylvania Migration Count. 
Jennings staff will give a program on bird migration.  We will 
go outside to identify and count birds.  Dress for a walk.  Also 
bring binoculars and a field guide if you have them.  If not, 
Jennings has some for use.  For more information contact Jen-
nings at 724-794-6011. 
May 21, 2011-Saturday-Mercer County-BAS Sanctuaries 
Tour II. 
Join us while we visit some of the BAS Sanctuaries in Mercer 
County.  Prior registration is required.  Contact Gene Wilhelm 
for more details and directions at genewilhelm@aol.com  or at 
724-794-2434 before May 1. 
June 12, 2011-Sunday-Yard Sale 
We are having a YARD SALE!  From 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
at The Birdwatcher’s Store on route 108 in Slippery Rock.  All 
funds taken in will be used to benefit BAS activities.  If you 
have items you would like to donate, or if you would like to 
help with the sale, please call Kathie Goodblood at 814-432-
4496. 
June 26, 2011-Sunday-BAS Annual Picnic 
Save this date!  Details will follow.                      
 

Activities in Review 
                                                                                                                             

  Butler CBC  Report - December 18,  2010  
..Suzanne Butcher, compiler Butler CBC 

The Butler CBC 
covering a 15 mile 
diameter circle and 
including parts of 
Butler, Lawrence, 
and Mercer Coun-
ties was held on 
December 18, 2010 
under cold, snowy, 
but partially sunny 
conditions. After a 
light scattering of 
overnight snow 
showers, roads were mostly clear but the ground depending on 
drifting had a wide depth of snow cover ranging from a few 
inches up to well over a foot. Running water was partly open 
but open water including Lake Arthur by count day was essen-
tially frozen over and for the old timers,  like last year, the 
birding was reminiscent of the counts in the 1980’s and early 
1990’s. The temperatures ranged from 8° for the early owlers 

Nancy Baker counting Snow Buntings 
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to a high of 28° in the afternoon, but with the sunny sky and 
minimal wind, birding was pleasant, and with perseverance 
and determination, the 28 observers in the 10 field parties and 
the 21 feeder watchers totaled a count of 68 species and 
12,602 individuals. American Robins accounted for 5744 of 
the total due in large part to the large robin roost in the vicinity 
of Moraine State Park. To complete the report,  9 additional  
‘count week’ birds from December 15 were added by  Debbie 
Darney. 
The Birds (count week cw, and high count HC):  
Tundra Swan-51(fly-over),  Mallard-1,  Greater Scaup-cw 1, 
Bufflehead- cw 2, Common Goldeneye- cw 2, Hooded Mer-
ganser- cw 1, Common Merganser- 6, Ruddy Duck- cw 4, 
Ring-necked Pheasant-2, Ruffed Grouse-2, Wild Turkey-88, 
Great Blue Heron-1, Bald Eagle-2 ad,  Sharp-shinned Hawk-4, 
Cooper’s Hawk-9,  Red-shouldered Hawk-3,  Red-tailed 
Hawk-54, Rough-legged Hawk-2  American Kestrel-5, Amer-
ican Coot- cw 1, Ring-billed Gull- cw 60, Herring Gull- cw 
20, Rock Pigeon-323, Mourning Dove-381,  Eastern Screech-
Owl-2,  Great Horned Owl-1, Barred Owl-1,  Short-eared 
Owl-1, Belted Kingfisher-5, Red-headed Woodpecker-4, Red-
bellied Woodpecker-65, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker-8 HC ,  
Downy Woodpecker-94, Hairy Woodpecker-28, Northern 
Flicker-4, Pileated Woodpecker-17,  Blue Jay-371, American 
Crow-292, Common Raven-3, Horned Lark-81, Black-capped 
Chickadee- 224, Tufted Titmouse-146, Red-breasted Nu-
thatch-9,  White-breasted Nuthatch-97, Brown Creeper-9,  
Carolina Wren-9, Golden-crowned Kinglet-43, Eastern Blu-
ebird-41, Hermit Thrush-2, American Robin-5744 HC, North-
ern Mockingbird-2, European Starling- 986,  American Pipit -
7, Cedar Waxwing-90, Yellow-rumped Warbler-7 HC, Com-
mon Yellow-throat-1, Eastern Towhee-3, American Tree 
Sparrow-746,  Field Sparrow-1, Song Sparrow-57, Swamp 
Sparrow-2,  White-throated Sparrow-94,  White- crowned 
Sparrow-4,  Dark-eyed Junco-1011, Snow Bunting-92,  
Northern Cardinal, 253, Red-winged Blackbird-141,  Eastern 
Meadowlark-4, Rusty Blackbird-4,  Common Grackle-17, 
Brown-headed Cowbird-12, Purple Finch-25, House Finch-
115, Pine Siskin- 5, American Goldfinch 243,  House Sparrow 
445. Total Species: 68 and Total Individuals:12,602. 
 
Observers: 28 in 10 field parties totaling 21.5  hours and 21 
miles on foot and 45.5 hours and 431.5 miles by car plus 6.5 
hours and 30 miles owling; 21 watchers at feeders for 53 
hours. Total Party Hours: 67 and Total Party Miles: 452.5. 
 
We are most grateful to the many dedicated volunteers who 
faithfully reserve the date, year after year, to offer their servic-
es in a most cooperative way to cover the circle and make the 
count a resounding success. Special thanks go to Gene Wil-
helm for attaining 30 years of counting. We also welcome the 
new participants, Betty Antal,  Lee Carnahan, Cindy Dayen,  
the McKinney family- Beverly, Clayton, Gina and Scott-  and 
Katie Schmidt. We also greatly appreciate John Stehle and the 
members of the Butler Outdoor Club (BOC), Cathy Setzer of 
the Birdwatchers Store (BWS), and Kathie Goodblood, the 
McKinney family, and Katie Schmidt who counted at Jennings 
Environmental Education Center. Our deepest thanks go out to 
all of you for your years( ) of participation and to Suzanne 
Butcher, Kathie Goodblood, Barb and George Dean, Jim and 

Jon Barcaskey, Judy and Robert Pietz, Bob Walczak, and  
Gene and Joanne Wilhelm for their financial support as well.  
The 48 Counters  with their years( ) of participation:     
Betty Antal (1), Nancy Baker (9), Jim Barcasky (7), Jon Bar-
casky (2), Beverly Barnett (3), Steve Bickel (5 - BOC),   Su-
zanne Butcher (26),  Lee Carnahan (1), Ruth Crawford (28),  
Dave Darney (15),  Debra Darney (16), Barbara Davis (12), 
Charles Davis (10), Sharon Davis (10), Cindy Dayen (1),  
Barb Dean (15), George Dean (13),Kathie Goodblood (3), 
Margaret Higbee (6), Roger Higbee (6), Robert Jamison (5), 
Sally Jamison (11),  Bill Klobetanz (2- BOC), Linda Lenz (3), 
Henry Lenz (3), Melissa Little (2), Robert Madjaric(8),  Bev 
McKinney (1), Clayton McKinney (1), Gina McKinney (1), 
Scott McKinney (1), Richard Nugent (2), Bob Pietz (6), Judy 
Pietz (6), Katie Schmidt (1), Cathy Setzer (4 - BWS), Dawn 
Smith (2- BWS), Mark Smith (1- BOC ), Alice Stehle (2- 
BOC), John Stehle (10- BOC), Mark Swansiger (14) Sandee 
Swansiger (14), Christy Tichy(2), Linda Wagner (10), Robert 
Walczak (15), Dorothy Weisberg (3-BOC), Gene Wilhelm 
(30), Joanne Wilhelm (18), Joe Young(2).  
 
January 2, 2011-Pleasantville CBC 
45th Pleasantville CBC, Jan. 2, 2011 
 
Great Blue Heron – 1    Pileated Woodpecker – 1 
Mute Swan – 1          Red-bellied Woodpecker – 21 
Tundra Swan – 163                     Blue Jay - 237 
Canada Goose – 299                  Am. Crow - 240  
Am. Black Duck – 13            Common Raven – 2 
Mallard – 49        Black-Capped Chickadee – 341 
Lesser Scaup – 1                        Tufted Titmouse – 95 
Ring-necked Duck – 1  Red-breasted Nuthatch - 1 
Bufflehead – 2         White-breasted Nuthatch – 107 
Hooded Merganser - 2              Brown Creeper – 1 
Common Merganser – 97                            Carolina Wren – 8 
N. Harrier – 1                   Winter Wren - 1 
Bald Eagle – 12           Golden-crowned Kinglet – 66 
N. Goshawk – 1                                      Eastern Bluebird – 10  
Red-shouldered Hawk – 1                                  Am. Robin – 7 
Red-tailed Hawk - 8              Eur. Starling – 149 
Am. Kestrel – 3                                N. Cardinal – 66 
Ring-necked Pheasant – 2                    Am. Tree Sparrow – 46 
Ruffed Grouse – 19                 Field Sparrow - 4 
Wild Turkey – 39                              Song Sparrow – 3 
Rock Pigeon – 79                                 Swamp Sparrow - 2 
Mourning Dove – 103            White-throated Sparrow– 11 
E. Screech Owl – 3       Dark-eyed Junco – 227 
Barred Owl – 1               Brown-headed Cowbird - 27 
N. Saw-whet Owl – 1                House Finch – 42 
Belted Kingfisher – 2                   Pine Siskin - 16 
Downy Woodpecker – 46                          Am. Goldfinch – 46 
Hairy Woodpecker – 15                       House Sparrow – 169  
N. Flicker –1    
 
Total 57pecies – ties our high species count of 2005 
2840 Indviduals  
Bold number indicates High count for that species. 
Bold Species indicates new or unusual species for the count. 
New count species – Lesser Scaup 
Notable species – Mute Swan, Ring-necked Duck, N. Harrier, 
N. Goshawk, N. Saw-whet Owl, Swamp Sparrow. 
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Highest numbers for: Tundra Swan, Bufflehead, Common 
Merganser, Ruffed Grouse 
2nd highest numbers for: Mallard, Bald Eagle, Am. Kestrel 
(ties), Rock Pigeon, Red-bellied Woodpecker. Golden-
crowned Kinglet, Brown-headed Cowbird 
 
Jan. 2, 2011: 3:15am to 5:00 pm.  Temp. 26-34F; Snow cover 
– 0 - 3”, Still waters frozen, moving waters open; wind 0-
10mph; partly sunny in am; partly sunny in pm.  
Observers: 18 in field in 8 parties. 
Time/distance:  44.5 total party hours; 305.5 total party miles; 
including 9.25 hours & 8.5 miles on foot and 35.25 hours & 
297 miles by car.  Plus 4.5 hrs and 37 miles owling. 
 
Compiler:  Russ States  
   111 East Fourth Street 814-676-6320 
   Oil City, PA 16301 pabirder@verizon.net 
Count Circle includes area within 15 mile diameter circle, 
center 4 miles SSE of Pleasantville.  Count area boundary 
includes Enterprise to the north, Tionesta to the East, Eagle 
Rock to the south, and Pa. Route 8 to the west. 
*** Thanks to all who participated in the count this 
year.  Hope to see you again next year*** 
Russ 
 

 Odds And Ends 
 The Bartramian Audubon Society has adopted the 
following position statement on natural gas exploration and 
extraction. This statement has been created by the Greater-
Wyoming Valley Audubon Society with whom we completely 
concur. Now that the general election has occurred, and new 
officials are elected, we would like to release the following: 
Position on Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Exploration and 

Extraction 
Adopted November, 2010 

          Pennsylvania now faces a challenge of major environ-
mental consequence.  Natural gas has been much touted as a 
“bridge fuel” that can help the United States to transition away 
from polluting fuels such as coal and oil and toward less pol-
luting fuels. Natural gas reserves that are locked in rock for-
mations far below the earth’s surface have been exploited 
through a process known as “hydraulic fracturing,” or “frack-
ing,” in various parts of the United States, most recently in 
Pennsylvania’s Marcellus Shale formation. Although natural 
gas extraction industry officials claim that the fracking process 
is safe, evidence from Pennsylvania and other states suggests 
that the exploration, extraction, and transportation processes 
are far from perfect. Private drinking water wells and surface 
waters have been contaminated as a result of activities asso-
ciated with the gas well drilling process. In addition, air pollu-
tion from compressing operations, road damage from large 
trucks and heavy equipment, noise from drilling operations, 
surface water withdrawals for use in fracking fluid, disposal of 
used fracking fluid, the retention of large volumes of toxic 
fracking fluid in the earth, habitat loss due to pipeline con-
struction, wildlife mortality at retention ponds, and an industry 
track record that is far from stellar in terms of safety and envi-
ronmental stewardship are among the public health and envi 
ronmental concerns that have arisen as natural gas exploration 

and extraction operations have become more commonplace in 
Pennsylvania. Moreover, inadequate regulations and/or inade-
quate enforcement of existing regulations and an apparent 
absence of clear and consistent guidelines and acceptable 
practices for natural gas exploration and extraction have com-
pounded public fears that the exploration, extraction, and 
transportation processes are inherently unsafe. 
            Due to the aforementioned public safety concerns and 
to the potential for environmental degradation resulting from 
natural gas exploration, extraction, and transportation, the Of-
ficers and Directors of the Bartramian Audubon Society here-
by express our support for state and federal legislation that is 
intended to regulate the natural gas industry in general and the 
fracking process in particular. We support efforts to prevent 
natural gas exploration/extraction from occurring within prox-
imity (at least one mile) of public drinking water sources, and 
we further support the imposition of an equitable severance 
tax on natural gas extraction in Pennsylvania as other gas-
producing states have imposed. We also recommend and 
would support legislation requiring the natural gas explora-
tion/extraction industry to create a fund or a process, perhaps 
similar to the bonding of roads and supported in total by gas 
industry contributions, to compensate landowners for the fair 
market value of their properties in the event those properties 
are in any way devalued by gas industry activity. In addition, 
we encourage agencies that are responsible for watershed pro-
tection (Susquehanna River Basin Commission, Delaware 
River Basin Commission, and others) to cooperate to develop 
consistent standards by which surface water withdrawal would 
be permitted or denied. Finally, we support a moratorium on 
the permitting of new gas exploration and extraction sites in 
Pennsylvania to remain in effect until the Pennsylvania Legis-
lature and the federal government have enacted laws to ensure 
that sufficient safeguards exist to protect human health and the 
environment. 
            In conjunction with supporting legislation and other 
efforts to safeguard public health and the natural environment, 
we oppose the leasing of state forest land and similar public 
lands for natural gas exploration, extraction, and/or transporta-
tion. In addition, we oppose the leasing of any federal, state, 
county, or municipal parks or natural areas that have been 
designated for wildlife propagation, recreation, and/or the pro-
tection and preservation of native plants, animals, or scenic 
vistas. Furthermore, we oppose the practice of “forced pool-
ing,” “fair pooling,” or any other such practice that would 
permit the gas industry to drill beneath unleased properties. 
Finally, we oppose the granting of public utility status to the 
natural gas exploration, extraction, and/or transportation in-
dustries. 
            While we realize that the natural gas exploration, ex-
traction, and transportation industries have become a presence, 
whether welcome or unwelcome, in Pennsylvania, and while 
we realize that that presence is likely to remain for some time, 
we believe that the natural gas industry in general and the 
fracking process in particular must be strictly regulated with 
persistent oversight. Moreover, we believe that such oversight 
by both the state and federal governments is appropriate and 
necessary to guarantee, to as great an extent as possible, that 
natural gas exploration and extraction occur safely in Pennsyl-
vania.                                                                                          
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BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 315 
SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  
 

Paper-Free Newsletter 
The Upland Informer is now available online.  It can be 
viewed at our website www.bartramianaudubon.org by click-
ing on the newsletter link and then clicking on the issue you 
wish to view.  The newsletter is in the PDF format, so you 
must have a PDF program on your computer.  Read only pro-
grams are available free at Adobe.com and other sites. 
Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 
members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 
each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 
this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 
now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 
For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 
both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 
will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 
To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 
Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 

 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                
 

 Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 
States - pabirder@verizon.net.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled 
through the sanctuary chair in June or July each year. The 
$15.00 dollar checks should be made payable to BAS and mailed 
to Gene Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-
1145.                       

Bartramian Audubon Society 
Associate and Newsletter Application 

Please check below 
_____$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 
______$5.00 newsletter only 
Please send this form along with your name, address, and e-

mail with payment to the: 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

 
                                                                                                                                                                   

 
  Non- profit organization                                                           

U.S. Postage                                                                       
PAID                                                     

Sharon, PA                       
Permit No. 50 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon So-
ciety. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartramian 
Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upland 

Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 
Membership Data Center 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL32142-2250 
 
Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 
by NAS                                                      COZU180Z   
     rev  1/10                                                       7XCH                                                            
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 Upland Informer 
 

Volume 29 Issue 3       Official Newsletter of the Bartramian Audubon Society              Spring 2011 

 
Editor-  Nancy Baker 
Check us out online at www.bartramianaudubon.org 
 

Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
 
September 12, 2011-Monday- Saving Pelican 895 
We will be viewing a DVD produced by National Audubon 
and HBO about the clean-up after the BP oil spill. 
 

Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
June 26, 2011-Sunday-BAS Annual Picnic 
This year’s annual picnic will be held at Oil Creek State Park. 
It will start at 4:00 p.m. with dinner at 5:30 p.m.  We will be at 
the pavilion at the “Blood Farm”, the first picnic area after 
entering the park from Route 8.There is plenty of parking, 
cover, a grill, and it’s right on the creek.  We will carpool 
down to look at the native wildlife garden that we helped to 
plant at the Park office. BAS will provide hot dogs and soft 
drinks, please bring a dish to share and your own place setting.  
For more information contact Kathie Goodblood at 814-432-
4496 or larkwren@hughes.net. 
 
July 9, 2011-Saturday-NABA Butterfly Count 
The ninth BAS sponsored North American Butterfly Associa-
tion 4th of July Butterfly Count will be held on Saturday July 
9th.  Known as the Sandy Creek Count, the area covered by the 
15 mile diameter circle includes the Troyer gardens in Mercer 
County on  the western aspect and the Polk Wetlands in Ve-
nango County on the eastern side. Sandy Creek flows through 
the upper aspect of the circle which also contains parts of 
Goddard State Park and the lower aspect of Lake Wilhelm. 
Parts of State Game Lands 130 and 39 are also covered.  The 
data obtained  on the NABA counts is crucial  in monitoring 
butterfly populations.   Contact person, Suzanne Butcher, sar-
bird@hotmail.com, 330-759-1945                     
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activities in Review 
                                                                                                                             
March Membership Meeting  
Becky Lubold presented a program on bats.She described the 
current status of bats and all of the threats they now face.  For 
more information see Bat Conservation International’s 
website, www.batcon.org.  Thanks to Becky for the program 
and to Kathie Goodblood for refreshments following. 
 
April Membership Meeting 
Jerry Stanley shared “The Birds of Southern Ecuador” at our 
April meeting.  He had beautiful slides of some of the 1600 
species of birds that are found there.  Thanks to Jerry for the 
program and  to Nancy Baker, Joanne Wilhelm, and Gary 
Uber for the refreshments. 
 
May 9, 2011 Annual Awards Night  
This year’s annual awards night honored new Sanctuary 
members and three scholarship winners.                                                    

 
2010-2011 NEW BAS BIRD AND BUTTERFLY 

SANCTUARY PARTICIPANTS                              
Susan Race 

 Marty and Julie Meyer 
 Jake Weiland for Oil Creek State Park 

Cindy and Dale Hockenberry  
 

 
Marty and Julie Meyer, Susan Race 

 

 
Jake Weiland (back row center) and volunteer crew                                                    

(starting from back left)Patty Lehosky,Kati Porter,Gary and 
Judy Campbell , Kathie Goodblood, Nancy Baker 
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2010-2011 NEW BAS WILDLIFE SANCTUARY 
PARTICIPANTS 

Brian and Jamie Slamecka 
 
 

HELEN R. FERGUSON SCHOLARSHIP 

 
Kerri Duerr, Cory Seese, Helen Boylan 

   The Helen R. Ferguson Fund Scholarship in Environmental 
Sciences at Westminster College was given to Cory Seese, a 
junior Environmental Science major  and accounting minor 
who maintains a great GPA despite the rigorous course work 
he is involved in.  Cory is the son of Timothy and Linda Seese 
of New Paris, PA, and a graduate of Chestnut Ridge High 
School.  He is involved in Youth Leadership Bedford County 
Alumni and the Hopewell Sportsman Club.  A true 
outdoorsman, Cory enjoys fishing, hiking, biking, hunting, 
and any sport he can play outdoors.  He is considering the 
Masters program in Hydrogeology at Slippery Rock 
University.  From there, Cory hopes to find environmental 
consulting work or employment with EPA or DEP.   
 

MIKE ALLEN STARKER SCHOLARSHIP 

 
Kelly Levstek,Krystal Levstek, Heike Hartmann 

The Mike Alan Starker Ecology Scholarship at Slippery Rock 
University was awarded to Krystal Levstek.  She is a 
sophomore from Wooster, Ohio, and is majoring in 
Geography-Track in Environmental Studies (B.S.) .  She 
carries minors in Leadership and Non-Profit Leadership.  She 
is interested in conservation easements law and policy, and 
plans to work in a nonprofit organization that deals with 
conservation or planning projects. 
 
 

HOG ISLAND AUDUBON CAMP SCHOLARSHIP 
The BAS scholarship to Hog Island Audubon Camp for 
Educators was given to Lori Fennel, who could not be present.  
She is currently a full time student at Butler Community 
College working towards a Bachelor’s degree in Park and 
Recreation Management with  a specialty in Environmental 
Education and Interpretive Programming.  She also  interns at 
Moraine State Park doing educational and interpretive 
programs. 

 
Dr. Hartmann and Helen R. Ferguson chatting after the 

meeting 

Sanctuary News 
                                   ……..Gene Wilhelm 
In April 2008, the Bartramian Audubon Society celebrated its 
twenty-fifth year anniversary being an official chapter of the 
National Audubon Society.  That year it also had 108 
sanctuary owners (41 Wildlife Sanctuaries and 67 Bird and 
Butterfly Sanctuaries) who were protecting 4184.078 acres of 
vital habitat for wildlife in six counties.  In the spring of 2011, 
the chapter now has 138 sanctuary owners (50 Wildlife 
Sanctuaries and 88 Bird and Butterfly Sanctuaries) who are 
protecting 4430.638 acres(9.4%) more in eight counties than 
in 2008.   The chapter also monitors eight Important Bird 
Areas(IBAs) with 38,319 acres in our eco-region of Butler, 
Lawrence, Mercer, and Venango Counties.  Thus, when 
adding the 38,319 IBA acres to the 4430.638 sanctuary acres, 
42,749.638 total acres are being protected by our chapter.  
Bartramian Audubon Society follows the National Audubon 
Society’s policy in allowing anyone to join our chapter in the 
country.  Therefore, our chapter has enticed sanctuary owners 
from near and far in Pennsylvania, thanks in large measure  to 
our chapter’s website.  Currently, BAS has sanctuary members 
from four counties outside our normal four county eco-region:  
Chester, Crawford, Elk, and Erie.  Thank you sanctuary 
members, wherever you live, for your courage, steadfastness, 
and dedication to the Audubon cause for sixteen years in 
protecting critical habitat for the number of declining 
populations of wild birds and other vulnerable native plants 
and animals.  Nature is depending on us more each year as 
new conservation challenges occur.  The chapter has set a goal 
of attaining 12 new sanctuaries by the spring of 2013.  This 
goal can only be achieved with your kind help in contacting 
family, neighbors, and friends who would be interested in our 
dynamic sanctuary program.  For details, simply go to the 
chapter’s website (www.bartramianaudubon.org), email 
genewilhelm@aol.com, or telephone 724-794-2434 as soon as 
possible.  Remember, every green spot, no matter how small, 
adds to the vital needs of all wildlife:  food, water, cover, and 
space for breeding. 
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Thank You for Your Response to our 2010 
Letter of Appeal 

I would like to thank the Bartramian Audubon Society’s mem-
bers and friends who so generously gave during our annual 

appeal.  It takes many volunteer hours and funds to help BAS 
provide the scholarships and services we offer to the commu-

nity. Without your help we would not exist. 
Cathy Setzer, President 

 
Chickadee 

Michael Antal 
Ruth Crawford 

Gary and Kay Daniels 
Barbara Dean 

Barbara Eshelman 
James Hathaway and Laura Quinn 

Sandy Isacco 
Deborah Ann Kalbfleisch 

In Memory of Frank W. Bechtel Jr. (Joseph Bechtel) 
In Memory of Thad A. Bukowski (Elizabeth Bukowski) 

In Memory of Robert F. Uram (Alfred and Marcia Brown) 
William and Bonnie Renick 

Dr. and Mrs. Arthur Richards Jr. 
F. Duane Rose 
Sam Servedio 

F.I. Sheetz 
Sisters of Humility of Mary 

Russ States 
Susan Tenace 

Lawrence Upton 
Mary Elizabeth Williams 

 
Sandpiper 

Thomas Antal 
Emma and James Barcaskey 
Carl and Roxanne Bleakney 

Michael Conlon 
John and Evelyn Kolojejchick 

Lori Love 
In Memory of Mary Kruth (Jerry Kruth) 

In Memory of Shirley McCarl and Jim McDowell (Anon) 
In Memory of Ted Walwik (Brad and Phyllis Smith) 

Mary D. Reefer 
Claire R. Schmieler 
Charles H. Shultz 

John Stehle 
Stephen B. Thompson 

Theodore and Barbara Walwik 
 

Eagle 
Michael and Nancy Baker 

Thomas Black 
County Market-Grove City 

Merab R. Drennan 
In Honor of Caroline Barbara Freeze (Dixie Reimold) 

Janis Larish 
Ronald and Lee Etta Proudfoot 

Scrubgrass Generating 
Terry and Mary Shaffer 

 
 
 
 

Jerry Stanley and Kathie Goodblood 
Vernon G. Uber 

The following donors have supported 
 an Audubon Classroom 

 
Thomas Black 
Helen Ferguson 

Janis Larish 
In Memory of Dr. Patricia Annabelle (Jay and Renee Hewitt) 

Mary Ellen Walter 
 

Special thanks to Elizabeth Wilson for donation of materials 
 
 
 

Odds and Ends 
 
ABC’s Top  10 Tips for Bird-Friendly Living  
10.  Plan your yard for biodiversity:  mix flowers, shrubs, and 
tree species that mimic natural habitats near where you live. 
9.  Use native plant species:  birds know these best and they 
are best suited for where you live. 
8.  Allow the “Back 40” to become a little scruffy:  create a 
mower free zone and get rid of grass. 
7.  Hang Milar Strips or place feeders on large windows so 
birds don’t fly into  them. 
6.  Donate your old binoculars to a worthy cause; visit 
www.americanbirding.org. 
5.  Drink shade grown coffee and ask your grocer/coffee shop 
to stock shade-grown coffees. 
4.  Reach out to friends and join Bartramian Audubon and 
learn about the joys of birding. 
3.  Provide birds with fresh food and water, especially in win-
ter.  Keep feeders clean to prevent mold and disease.  Scrub 
them with a solution of ¼ cup bleach to 2 gallons of water; 
rinse well. 
2.  Avoid pesticides.  Not only can they be toxic to birds, but 
also they kill the insects birds use for food.  Weed instead of 
spraying.  Go organic and ask your store to stock bio-
pesticides and organic fertilizer.  If they don’t stock them, ask 
them to do so. 
1.  Keep your cat indoors.  Even well-fed, vaccinated cats kill 
birds.  Keep them inside; not only will the birds be safer, your 
cat will be healthier and safer. Use www.abcbirds.org/cats/ for 
aid. 
For more information contact:  American Bird Conservancy 1-
888-BIRDMAG or www.abcbirds.org. 
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