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Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
 
October 10, 2011-Monday- Sea of Cortez 
Cathy Setzer will share stories, photos, and videos of her ad-
ventures in the Gulf of California (Sea of Cortez).  One of the 
world’s best kept secrets--as far as marine mammals, birds, 
and other wildlife are concerned, is in and around the waters 
between Baja and the Mexican mainland.  Cathy toured the 
area aboard the National Geographic Sea Lion and took with 
her donations of birding equipment for local conservationists. 
 
November 14, 2011-Monday-Go Nuts Over Squirrels 
Squirrels may frustrate or fascinate, amaze or annoy, but one 
thing is certain:  these furry friends can somehow always get 
our attention with their antics and amazing adaptations.  Dis-
cover the truth about Pennsylvania’s seven species of squir-
rels, including our largest squirrel, the groundhog.  Some 
squirrels raid feeders, some bully our pets and one “Hairy 
Houdini” even managed to shut down NASDAQ for a day. 
But learn to understand and appreciate these crafty creatures 
and you may be able to learn to live with and even enjoy, the 
“shadow tail” of the forest.  Miranda Crotsley, Program Coor-
dinator for Jennings Environmental Education Center will be 
our speaker. 
 
December 12, 2011-Monday-Holiday Potluck 
Join us for our annual holiday get together.  Bring a dish to 
share. 
 
 
 

Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
October 2, 2011-Sunday-Bird Walk at Pennsy Swamp, PA 
Game Lands #284 
Join us for a morning walk to look for some of the fall mi-
grants.  Bring your binoculars and a field guide.  Beginners are 
very welcome.  We will meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Game Lands 

parking area on Pennsy Road.  For more information contact 
Kathie Goodblood at 814-432-4496 or larkwren@hughes.net. 
 
October 8, 2011-Saturday-Macoskey Center Nature Stroll 
Join us from 8:30-10:30 a.m. for a nature walk through the 
Macoskey Center/BAS sanctuaries of Slippery Rock Universi-
ty near the peak of autumn.  Expect late blooming wildflow-
ers, butterflies, bird migrants, and other natural surprises.  We 
will explore an easy trail through field and forest less than one 
mile long.  Be prepared for any type of weather.  Bring water 
and snacks if you wish.  Meet at the center on Harmony road 
across from the SRU football stadium.  Contact Gene Wilhelm 
for details genewilhelm@aol.com or 724-794-2434 before 
October 1. 
 
November 5, 2011-Saturday-Lake Arthur’s Water Birds 
Do you want to know how to identify all of those look-alike 
water birds?  Here’s your chance to differentiate grebes from 
loons, diving from dabbler ducks, gulls from terns, and plov-
ers from sandpipers with the help of I.D. tips and short-cuts 
from birding experts.  Note that this field trip is intended for 
beginning birders who know little or nothing about birds. 
Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the office of Moraine State Park, off U.S. 
422.  We will bird for approximately three hours.  Bring bino-
culars, water, snacks, and dress for any type of weather.  Con-
tact Gene Wilhelm for details genewilhelm@aol.com or phone 
724-794-2434 before October 31. 
 
December 17, 2011-Saturday-Butler CBC 
Details will follow. 
 
January 1, 2012-Sunday-Pleasantville CBC 
Details will follow.                   
 
 

Activities in Review 
                                                                                                                                                                                               
Spring Sanctuary Tours 
                                                                ….. Gene Wilhelm         
The first Spring Sanctuary tours were a huge success, thanks 
to the many participants who hosted and/or visited the thirteen 
sanctuaries.  Saturday April 30 seventeen participants were 
involved with five Lawrence County BAS sanctuaries:  Laurel 
High School’s B&B and Wildlife Sanctuaries, the George Sr., 
Bonnie and George Jr. Casselberry B&B and Wildlife Sanctu-
aries(two city blocks from the Laurel High School), Barb and 
George Dean’s B&B Sanctuary in New Castle,  the Wildlife 
Sanctuary at the Villa Maria Community north of New Castle, 
(with John Moreira as guide),and the West Park Wildlife 
Sanctuary, New Castle, (with Jo Ann McCready, Lawrence 
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County Conservation District Director as guide).The tour 
ended with a picnic lunch.  Susan Race, Don Eyth, Jean and 
Jim Barcaskey, Gary Uber, Bob Walzak, and Joanne and Gene 
Wilhelm were other participants for this sanctuary tour. 
Saturday May 21 twenty-one participants were involved with 
seven Mercer County sanctuaries:  Dean Kildoo’s Special 
Purple Martin Sanctuary east of North Liberty, Linda and 
Henry Lenz’s Wildlife Sanctuary in North Liberty (with hos-
tess Sonya Lenz), Carolyn and Paul Rizza’s B&B Sanctuary 
on Brent Road, Larry and Linda Bruno’s B&B Sanctuary cen-
tered on Springfield Falls, Dave and Vicki Knopp’s beautiful 
B&B on Lake Latonka with an active Osprey nest on the en-
trance road, and finally Jim and Jean Barcaskey’s Wildlife 
Sanctuary along Black Run southwest of Grove City. After 
Jim guided us over the 144 acre property, we had a picnic 
lunch.  Barb and George Dean, Gary Uber, Bob Walczak, 
Joanne and Gene Wilhelm were other participants for this 
sanctuary tour.  Thanks to the thirty-eight participants for all 
their help.  It was delightful and fun to experience the splendid 
biodiversity of our sanctuary system. 
By 2008, BAS had certified 108 sanctuary owners, 41 Wildlife 
Sanctuaries since 1995 and 67 Bird and Butterfly Sanctuaries 
since 1997, protecting 4184.078 acres.  By 2011, BAS had 
certified 138 sanctuary owners , 50 Wildlife Sanctuaries since 
1995 and 88 Bird and Butterfly Sanctuaries since 1997, 
protecting 4430.638 acres.  In 2010-2011, BAS added 1 
Wildlife Sanctuary (50.22 acres) and 4 Bird & Butterfly 
Sanctuaries (7.50 acres) for a total of 57.72 acres that are 
included in the 4430.638 acres.  Since BAS monitors 8 
Important Bird Areas (IBAs) with 38.319 acres plus 4430.638 
sanctuary acres, it means that the chapter is responsible for 
protecting 42,749.638 acres in it’s eco-region of Butler, 
Lawrence, Mercer, and Venango Counties. 

 
 
 
May 14, 2011-Saturday-Butler County PAMC 
   Compiler: Gene Wilhelm, Ph. D. 
 
0500 – 1400 hours: Drizzle for the first hour, then almost a 
steady rain between 0600 – 1400 hours.  The weather finally 
cleared between 1400 – 1700 hours with temperatures ranging 
between 58 – 67 degrees F. for the day. The steady rain forced 
most avian migrants down to Earth, as witnessed by observers, 
with flycatchers, vireos, and warblers feeding furiously near 
ground level. Once the atmosphere cleared, the sun formed 
thermals, enticing patient, perched Turkey Vultures and hawks 
to fly and hunt for food over Moraine State Park.  

The sun also stimulated the neotropical birds, consisting of 
early, mid, and late migrants, to sing. Actually, these avian 
flocks overtook each other because of an exceptionally long-
lasting, cool, and rainy weather pattern in April and May. Its 
cause was the jet stream dipping farther south than normal at 
this time of year, forming a high-pressure ridge above the 
northern tier of states and the Great Lakes. However, this at-
mospheric blockage certainly resulted in the 2011 PAMC be-
ing exceptional for tallying a high number of avian migrants 
that customarily are recorded separately over a much longer 
period of time. In fact, it is highly unusual to observe late 
spring migrants like Bay-breasted and Blackpoll Warblers and 
Yellow-breasted Chat lingering together with winter visitors 
like Common Redpoll, Pine Siskin, and Evening Grosbeak in 
the middle of May. 
By the way, the maxim that lousy weather results in great 
birding proved true again.    
 
June 12, 2011-Sunday-Yard Sale 
 

 
 
The yard sale in the parking lot of The Birdwatcher’s Store in 
Slippery Rock  was well attended .  Thanks to all who helped! 
 
 
 
 
June 26, 2011-Sunday-BAS Picnic 
 

 
 
We  had a beatiful day for our picnic at Oil Creek State Park.  
Great food and fellowship followed a short bird walk. 
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July 9, 2011-Saturday-Butterfly Count 
                                                        …..Suzanne Butcher 

 
          Curt Lehman, James Monroe, and Nancy Baker 
The ninth BAS sponsored North American Butterfly Associa-
tion’s 4th of July Butterfly count was held on July 9th. Known 
as the Sandy Creek Count, the area covered by the 15 mile 
diameter circle includes the Troyer gardens in Mercer County 
on one side and the Polk Wetlands in Venango County on the 
opposite side.  
Count participants included Nancy Baker, Suzanne Butcher 
(compiler), Joseph Hochstetler, Curt Lehman, James Monroe, 
Steve Sanford, and 'young' Harvey, Neil, and Samuel Troyer. 
The first stop began at the Triple Link Road abandoned RR 
bed of SGL 130 along Sandy Creek and lasted until about 
11:30am. Although it was a beautiful if somewhat hot sunny 
day, it readily became apparent that butterfly numbers and 
species would be on the low side. Highlights included the first 
finding of one of our targeted species, the Broad-winged 
Skipper by Harvey Troyer, age seven. We ended our stay here 
with a species total of 21 which did not include a single Swal-
lowtail and only one Monarch. The group then drove Griffith 
and Reed Furnace Roads through another area of SGL 130 
stopping at several sites where sunshine and milkweed beck-
oned only a few butterflies. Highlights here did include the 
finding of a Harvester by Curt. The final stop was at the Polk 
Wetlands of SGL 39. One of the target species, the Baltimore 
Checkerspot was easily found but Bronze Coppers again 
were not. However, Curt netted a Black Dash, another tar-
geted species for this site. After the customary get together at 
the Jackson Center Dairy Queen where we enjoyed seeing 
Jim's amazing and beautiful creative photography, the group 
headed for home about 3p.m. Participants were not limited to 
documenting the butterflies as Steve who joined our count for 
the first time also kept a bird checklist which included 46 spe-
cies, notably Junco and Black-throated Green and Magnolia 
Warblers. Curt was able to add Mercer County Moths and 
numerous Dragonflies and Damselflies were on wing.         
The count:  Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (3), Spicebush Swal-
lowtail (4), Cabbage White (7), Clouded Sulphur (3), 
Orange Sulphur (4), Harvester (1), Banded Hairstreak(2), 
Eastern-Tailed Blue (5), Great Spangled Fritillary (23), 
Meadow Fritillary (1), Pearl Crescent (12), Baltimore 
Checkerspot (6), Eastern Comma (1), Gray Comma (7), 
Red Admiral (2), Northern Pearly Eye (1), Appalachian 
Brown (3), Common Wood- Nymph (10), Monarch (4) 1 
egg, Silver-spotted Skipper (8), Wild Indigo Duskywing 
(4), European Skipper (8), Northern Broken Dash (4), Lit-

tle Glassywing (2), Broad-winged Skipper (2), Black Dash 
(1),Dun Skipper (8).                                             

Total Species- 27 (3rd lowest), Total Individuals- 136 (low-
est).                                                                                        
One of the purposes of the 4th of July Butterfly counts is simi-
lar to the NAS Christmas Counts in that species can be tracked 
and followed over the years to see trends and changes. The 
habitat in our butterfly count area has remained fairly stable 
over the past 9 years although the Polk Wetlands is managed 
with fluctuation of plowing and plantings. The record low 
numbers this year is probably most related to the wetter and 
cooler spring which affected first generation broods. Hopeful-
ly now with the warmer weather, numbers will be able to re-
bound. 

Odds and Ends 

Thank You 
 
Thank You to The Birdwatcher’s Store in Slippery Rock for 
donating the cake for our Annual Awards Night. 
 
Purple Martins 
                                                                      …..Gene Wilhelm 
Dean Kildoo, who has been housing Purple Martins for many 
years, reported that  2010 was the best year ever for this mar-
velous swallow. A total of 87 pairs made Dean’s home their 
home, with females laying 470 eggs, from which 439 
youngsters hatched, and 407 birds fledged. These Purple 
Martins are special for Dean because they are considered 
“members of the family.”  Every early May, when male Purple 
Martins arrive after their long journey from Brazil, Dean ex-
pects at least one or two frigid and rainy nights. So he simply 
scrambles eggs, seven dozen last year, and serves breakfast on 
the martins’ narrow porches. Such emergency food keeps the 
martins alive until they can fly again for diurnal airborne in-
sects. Sounds like five-star meals and room service to me. 
The first martins left for their traditional overnight roost at 
Presque Isle State Park on July 28 and the remainder followed 
on August 15, 2010. Some of Dean’s banded martins have 
been identified at Presque Isle. 
 
 

 
Photo by Joe Dellinger 
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BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY 
P.O. BOX 315 
SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  
 

Paper-Free Newsletter 
The Upland Informer is now available online.  It can be 
viewed at our website www.bartramianaudubon.org by click-
ing on the newsletter link and then clicking on the issue you 
wish to view.  The newsletter is in the PDF format, so you 
must have a PDF program on your computer.  Read only pro-
grams are available free at Adobe.com and other sites. 
Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 
members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 
each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 
this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 
now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 
For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 
both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 
will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 
To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 
Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                
 

 Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 
States - pabirder@verizon.net.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled by the 
sanctuary chair in June each year. The $15.00 or more per sanct-
uary checks should be made payable to BAS but mailed to Gene 
Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-
1145.                       

Bartramian Audubon Society 
Associate and Newsletter Application 

Please check below 
_____$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 
______$5.00 newsletter only 
Please send this form along with your name, address, and e-

mail with payment to the: 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

 
                                                                                                                                                                   

 
  Non- profit organization                   

U.S. Postage                                                                       
PAID                                                     

Sharon, PA                                                   
Permit No. 50 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon So-
ciety. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartramian 
Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upland 

Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 
Membership Data Center 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL32142-2250 
 
Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 
by NAS                                                      COZU180Z   
     rev  1/10                                                       7XCH                                                            
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Editor-  Nancy Baker 
Check us out online at www.bartramianaudubon.org 
 
 
 

Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 
month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 
Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-
tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 
Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 
are free and open to the public. 
 
March 12, 2012-Monday-The Pribilofs-Alaska’s Puffin 
Paradise, with Jeffrey Hall  We will explore Alaska from 
glaciers to grizzlies, from tundra to ptarmigan. After a survey 
of some of the mainland’s highlights, we’ll venture to a tiny 
island in the Bering Sea.  Here, along with the world’s largest 
breeding colony of fur seals, we’ll find a wealth of nesting 
seabirds: fulmars, cormorants, kittiwakes, and alcids in abun-
dance, including murres, three species of auklets, and both 
tufted and horned puffins. Jeffrey Hall’s articles and photo-
graphs have appeared in Living Bird, NJ Audubon, Underwa-
ter Naturalist, and numerous other publications.   
  
April 9, 2012-Monday-Marcellus Shale Natural Gas Ex-
traction:  Implications for Communities 
This presentation will draw on multiple studies that have ex-
amined the effects of Marcellus Shale natural gas extraction 
on communities.  Specific issues range from effects on hous-
ing, road and traffic, environment, health, and quality of life.  
Benefits and costs are distributed unevenly across communi-
ties and their members.  The Marcellus Shale development 
reflects the pattern of ‘boom and bust’ cycles that have been 
found in other forms of natural resource extraction.   The pres-
entation will be given by Dr. Diane K. McLaughlin, Professor 
of Rural Sociology and Demography at the Pennsylvania State 
University. 
 
May 14, 2012- Bartramian Audubon Society’s Annual 
Awards Night  The Bartramian Audubon Society will be ho-
noring our new Bird and Butterfly and Wildlife Sanctuary 
owners.  We will also be awarding scholarships to 2 local col-
lege students and present a Hog Island scholarship to a local 
educator.  Join us for an evening of recognition and refresh-
ments. 

 

 

Upcoming Field Trips/Activities 
 
April 7, 14, 21 & 28, 2012-Saturdays-Spring Sanctuary 
Tours   The chapter is setting aside each Saturday in April for 
members and friends to visit a token number of our sanctu-
aries in Butler County.  Contact Gene Wilhelm for details ge-
newilhelm@aol.com or phone 724-794-2434 as soon as possi-
ble because spaces are limited. 
  
May 6, 2012-Sunday-Bird Walk at PA Game Lands #39 
Join us for a morning walk to look for some of the spring mi-
grants.  Meet at the Game Commission parking lot off of Old 
Route 8 at 8:30 A.M.  Directions- from Franklin/Oil City area 
take Route 8 south to Old Route 8.  Cross Sandy Creek.  Con-
tinue uphill until a Game Commission sign on the right.  Take 
the dirt lane to the right.  From Grove City/ Slippery Rock 
area-take Route 8 north to Old Route 8.  Continue to the Game 
Commission sign  and dirt lane on the left.  Follow the dirt 
lane to the parking area on the right. Bring your binoculars 
and a field guide.  Beginners are very welcome. We will spend 
2-3 hours.  The walking will be easy. 
  
May 18 and 19, 2012- Loving the Land through Working 
Forest, A Foundation for Sustainable Forest Conference 
At Allegheny College  Special guest renowned author and 
sustainable communities advocate Wendell Berry will present.  
Also presenting will be Audubon PA Regional IBA Coordina-
tor Sarah Sargent.  For more information and updates visit 
info@FoundationForSustainableForests.org.   
 
June 10, 2012-Sunday-BAS Annual Picnic 
This year’s annual picnic will be held in McConnell’s Mill 
State Park at the pavilion on the main road.  There will be a 
hike into the beautiful gorge at 3:30 P.M.; the picnic will fol-
low at 5:30 P.M.  BAS will provide hot dogs, buns, condi-
ments, and drinks.  Please bring a dish to share and your own 
place settings.  Contact Gene Wilhelm at genewil-
helm@aol.com  or 724-794-2434 for details.  
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Activities in Review 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Field Trips Report     
       . . . .Gene Wilhelm 
The Saturday 8 October BAS field trip to the Robert Macoskey 
Center of Slippery Rock University was just as the 10 partici-
pants had hoped: a starting temperature of 50 degrees F. at 0830 
and above 65 degrees F. at the end of the stroll two hours later. 
The deep blue, cloudless sky with brilliant sunshine was the per-
fect setting for the autumn colors surrounding us: from the vivid 
crimson Staghorn Sumac leaves, to the orange Red Maple 
leaves, to the fields of Goldenrod, the natural show was specta-
cular. In fact, the balmy morning enticed vocalizations from an 
array of creatures: spring peepers would you believe, crickets 
and grass cicadas, White-throated, White-crowned, Chipping, 
and Song Sparrows still singing their breeding songs. Other 
highlights of this ‘nature stroll’ included: a low, fast-flying fe-
male Merlin that only a few participants saw in the blink of an 
eye, abundant wild fruit and nuts (especially Haw, Hickory, and 
Black Walnut), an adult male Pileated Woodpecker (one of four 
for the morning) leisurely posing atop a high electric pole just 50 
feet away from our group, allowing everyone to see this crow-
size woodpecker for several minutes, a gigantic, orange, gill-
type mushroom protruding from a felled tree trunk, and an un-
identified wildflower at the end of the stroll. As promised, here 
are the facts regarding the Pileated Woodpecker and the uniden-
tified wildflower. 
The Pileated Woodpecker’s scientific name of Dryocopus 
pileatus describes it perfectly. The first genus name is from 
the Greek drys – a tree – and kopis – cleaver – or wood cutter. 
The species name pileatus meaning crested is in reference to 
the bird’s large crest. 
The unidentified wild flower is the Spotted Knapweed (Cen-
taurea maculosa), an introduced species now naturalized that 
blooms from June to October. Knap is from the Middle Eng-
lish ‘knop’ or knob in reference to the plant’s abundant knob-
by flower heads. 
Thanks to all participants for their interest and enthusiasm in 
learning more about nature. Please note that BAS holds to a 
human carrying capacity for all of its field trips, thereby gua-
ranteeing that each participant will have the maximum enjoy-
ment possible for each outdoors experience. Please contact the 
field trip leader for details. Let’s go natural!  
 
The Saturday 5 November 2011 field trip to Lake Arthur in 
Moraine State Park was a shocker for minimum temperature 
hovering around 25 degrees F. accompanied by a cold wind 
chill that made the participants pleased that they wore their 
winter clothing. 
Nevertheless, the day was clear and the lake void of fishermen 
and hunters, allowing participants to concentrate on water 
birds along the South Shore, the protected cove at the Water-
fowl Observation Area, and the Route 528 bridge area. The 
Canada Goose population had a good breeding year as proven 
by some 449 individuals counted, mostly flying near the dam. 
Long studies of the 49 Gadwall, 2 Ameican Wigeon, 1 Black 
Duck, 19 Mallard, 27 Shoveler, 4 Green-winged Teal, 5 Pied-
billed Grebe, and a lone Great Blue Heron  in the WOA cove 

allowed all participants to get excellent and long views of the 
birds through our spotting scope. In the 528 Bridge area, 4 
Bufflehead added to our waterfowl list but it was the immature 
Bald Eagle that made the group excited. However, the morn-
ing belonged to the gulls with four size differences easily dis-
played in proximity to each other flying over the lake: 1 Great 
Black-backed Gull (largest), 2 Herring Gull (slightly smaller), 
101 Ring-billed Gull (even smaller), and 5 Bonaparte’s Gull 
(smallest). 
Again, the participants were fortunate because all these gulls 
came so close to us and even settled on the water at times so 
that all plumage varieties could be studied at length. 
Other birds included for the day were 1 Turkey Vulture, 1 
Red-tailed Hawk, 1 American Coot, 3 Killdeer, 1 Belted King-
fisher, 2 Red-bellied Woodpecker, 2 Downy Woodpecker, 1 
Pileated Woodpecker, 5 Blue Jay, 11 American Crow, 3 Tree 
Swallow, 2 Black-capped Chickadee, 2 Tufted Titmouse, 1 
White-breasted Nuthatch, 7 Eastern Bluebird, 22 American 
Robin, 3 Song Sparrow, 9 American Goldfinch, and 22 House 
Sparrow. These birds added up to 34 species, not bad for just 
two hours in the cold.  

 
 
Butler CBC  Report - December 17,  2011 
                               …Suzanne Butcher, compiler Butler CBC                                                                                                                  
The Butler CBC covering a 15 mile diameter circle and in-
cluding parts of Butler, Lawrence, and Mercer Counties was 
held on Saturday, December 17, 2011.  After an unusually 
warm fall with little measurable snow, and precipitation main-
ly in the form of rain, early morning owlers were greeted with 
a temperature hovering around the freezing mark  and lightly 
blowing snow. The intermittent showers persisted throughout 
the cloudy day and by 4pm the temperature was slowing drop-
ping into the 29° range. Most attention was directed to Lake 
Arthur where a couple of known birds were highly targeted. 
Gene Wilhelm and his group were able to locate the Northern 
Shrike but the two Black-headed Gulls which had been seen 
the day before eluded even these most diligent searchers. Here 
though a juvenile Trumpeter Swan was a new bird for the 
count. Another newbie was a Cackling Goose, heretofore clas-
sified as a small Canada Goose. It was well described by the 
field party of Linda Wagner and Margaret and Roger Higbee. 
However, in general the field participants all commented on 
the general lack of birds. The best bird of the count was re-
ported by two of our Mercer County feeder watchers. Imagine 
my delight when reading their report of seeing a Varied 
Thrush here in Pennsylvania.  Luckily a picture was provided 
to document this beautiful vagrant’s short stay on our area. 
The Birds:  
Cackling Goose-1new for count, Canada Goose-607, Tundra 
Swan-3, Trumpeter Swan-1 juvenile, new for count, Gadwall-55,  
Black Duck-5, Mallard-57,  Redhead-2, Lesser Scaup-3,  Buf-
flehead-51, Common Goldeneye-4, Hooded Merganser-44, 
Common Merganser-1, Red-breasted Merganser-1, Ruddy 
Duck- 83, Ring-necked Pheasant-1, Ruffed Grouse-2, Wild 
Turkey-116, Red-throated Loon-1, Common Loon-3, Horned 
Grebe-3, Great Blue Heron-4, Bald Eagle-3 ad,  Northern Har-
rier-3, Sharp-shinned Hawk-4, Cooper’s Hawk-5,  Red-
shouldered Hawk-2,  Red-tailed Hawk-24, American Kestrel-
13, American Coot- 555, Black-headed Gull 2cw, Bonaparte’s 
Gull-7, Ring-billed Gull-216, Herring Gull- 4, Rock Pigeon-
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388, Mourning Dove-324, Eastern Screech-Owl-4, Great 
Horned Owl-1, Barred Owl-2, Belted Kingfisher-4, Red-
headed Woodpecker-2, Red-bellied Woodpecker-58, Yellow-
bellied Sapsucker-1,  Downy Woodpecker-67, Hairy Wood-
pecker-23, Northern Flicker-2, Pileated Woodpecker-8,  Blue 
Jay-129, American Crow-228, Common Raven-2, Horned 
Lark-12, Black-capped Chickadee-175, Tufted Titmouse-116,  
Red-breasted Nuthatch-2,  White-breasted Nuthatch-70, 
Brown Creeper-7,  Carolina Wren-11, Golden-crowned King-
let-5, Ruby-crowned Kinglet-1, Eastern Bluebird-52, Ameri-
can Robin-134, Varied Thrush-1new for count, Gray Catbird-1, 
Northern Mockingbird-3, Northern Shrike-1, European Starl-
ing-2940,  Cedar Waxwing-29, Yellow-rumped Warbler-1, 
American Tree Sparrow-110,  Song Sparrow-17, Swamp Spar-
row-12,  White-throated Sparrow-12,  White-crowned Spar-
row-1,  Dark-eyed Junco-219, Northern Cardinal- 206, Red-
winged Blackbird-39,  Rusty Blackbird-4,  Common Grackle-
337, Brown-headed Cowbird-19, House Finch-76, Pine 
Siskin- 6, American Goldfinch- 216,  House Sparrow-203. 
Total Species: 82 and Total Individuals: 816 
 
The Observers: 
33 in 10 field parties totaling 16.5  hours and 16.5 miles on 
foot and 45.5 hours and 386.5 miles by car plus 6.5 hours and 
30 miles owling; 21 watchers at feeders for 74 hours. Total 
Party Hours: 62 and Total Party Miles: 403. 
We are most grateful to the many dedicated volunteers who 
faithfully reserve the date, year after year, to offer their servic-
es in a most cooperative way to cover the circle and make the 
count a resounding success. Special recognition goes to other 
long time counters with twenty plus years- Ruth Crawford, 
Gene Wilhelm and Joan Wilver but we also extend a hearty 
welcome to  the new participants - Helen Coyne, Bob and 
Deanna Clouse,  Jay Dayen, Donald Eyth, Susan Race, and Ed 
Scurry.   We also greatly appreciate the help offered by  John 
Stehle and the members of the Butler Outdoor Club (BOC), 
and Cathy Setzer of the Birdwatchers Store (BWS). Our deep-
est thanks go out to all of you for year(s) of participation and 
to Nancy Baker, Jim and Jon Barcaskey,  Gene and Suzanne 
Butcher, The Butler Outdoor Club, Barb and George Dean, 
Donald Eyth, Melissa Little, Richard Nugent, Susan Race, 
Gary Uber, Robert Van Newkirk, Bob Walczak, and  Gene 
and Joanne Wilhelm for their financial support as well.  
 
The Counters  with their years( ) of participation:     
Dave Adams (3- BOC), Nancy Baker (10), Jim Barcasky (8), 
Jon Barcasky (3), Beverly Barnett (4), Tom Baumgardner (3- 
BOC), Steve Bickel (6- BOC),  Larry Brown (2), Marcia 
Brown (2),  Gene Butcher (19), Suzanne Butcher (27),  Bob 
Clouse (1), Deanna Clouse (1), Helen Coyne (1- BOC), Ruth 
Crawford (29),  Dave Darney (16),  Debbie Darney (17), Bar-
bara Davis (13), Charles Davis (11), Sharon Davis (11), Cindy 
Dayen (2),  Jay Dayen (1), Barb Dean (16), George Dean 
(12),Donald Eyth (1), Margaret Higbee (7), Roger Higbee (7), 
Robert Jamison (6), Sally Jamison (12), Henry Lenz (4), Linda 
Lenz (4), Melissa Little (3), Robert Madjaric(9),  Reenie Mer-
lina (2- BWS), Richard Nugent (6), Bob Pietz (8), Judy Pietz 
(8),Susan Race (1), Ed Scurry (1- BOC), Cathy Setzer (5 - 
BWS), Becky Sheeler(6),  Chuck Smith (2), John Stehle (11- 
BOC), Mark Swansiger (15), Christy Tichy(3), Gary Uber(2), 
Robert Van Newkirk (4), Linda Wagner (11), Robert Walczak 

(16), Dorothy Weisberg (4- BOC), Gene Wilhelm (31), Joanne 
Wilhelm (19), Joan Wilver (26), Joe Young(3).   
 
 
46th Pleasantville CBC, Jan. 1, 2012 
The Birds 
Pied-billed Grebe-1,Great Blue Heron-1,Canada Goose-179, 
Mallard-5,Common Merganser-57, Bald Eagle-11, Red-tailed 
Hawk-20, Ruffed Grouse-14, Wild Turkey-36, Ring-billed 
Gull -27, Rock Pigeon-41, Mourning Dove-99, Eastern 
Screech Owl-6, Great Horned Owl-1, Barred Owl-1,Belted 
Kingfisher-7, Downey Woodpecker-38, Hairy Woodpecker-6, 
Pileated Woodpecker-4, Red-bellied Woodpecker-22, Blue 
Jay-130, American Crow-159, Common Raven-1, Black-
capped Chickadee-251,Tufted Titmouse-51, Red-breasted 
Nuthatch-1,White-breasted Nuthatch-72, Brown Creeper-2, 
Carolina wren-9, Golden-crowned Kinglet-46, Eastern  Blu-
ebird-14, Hermit Thrush-4, American Robin-4, Cedar Waxw-
ing-115, Northern Shrike-2, European Starling-266, North-
ern Cardinal-64, American Tree Sparrow-90, Song Sparrow-2, 
White throated Sparrow-17, Dark-eyed Junco-343, Common 
Grackle-3, Purple finch-41, House Finch-21, Pine Siskin-3, 
American Goldfinch-83, House Sparrow-147.   

   
Total 47 species –  
2517 Indviduals  
Bold number indicates High count for that species. 
Bold Species indicates new or unusual species for the count. 
Notable species – Ring-billed Gull, Common Grackle. 
Highest numbers for: N. Shrike, Common Grackle 
2nd highest numbers for: Ring-billed Gull, Purple Finch 
3rd highest numbers for: Bald Eagle, Ruffed Grouse 
Jan. 1, 2012: 3:15am to 5:00pm.  Temp. 33-48F; Snow cover – 
0, Still waters partly frozen, moving waters open; wind 0-
10mph; sunny in early am; clouding up late am, periods of 
showers sometimes heavy for rest of day..  
Observers: 17 in field in 7 parties. 
Time/distance:  45.5 total party hours; 238.25 total party 
miles; including 7.75 hours & 8.25 miles on foot and 37.75 
hours & 230 miles by car.  Plus 7.25 hrs and 21.75 miles owl-
ing. 
Compiler:  Russ States  
 Circle includes area within 15 mile diameter circle, center 4 
miles SSE of Pleasantville.  Count area boundary includes 
Enterprise to the north, Tionesta to the East, Eagle Rock to the 
south, and Pa. Route 8 to the west. 
*** Thanks to all who participated in the count this year.  
Hope to see you again next year*** 
Russ 
 

  Odds And Ends 
 
  
A belated ‘thank you’ to Deanna Clouse for the wonderful 
photograph of the American Robin on the nest above our BAS 
B&B sign in the last Upland Informer.   
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED  
 

Paper-Free Newsletter 
The Upland Informer is now available online.  It can be 
viewed at our website www.bartramianaudubon.org by click-
ing on the newsletter link and then clicking on the issue you 
wish to view.  The newsletter is in the PDF format, so you 
must have a PDF program on your computer.  Read only pro-
grams are available free at Adobe.com and other sites. 
Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 
members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 
each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 
this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 
now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 
For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 
both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 
will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 
To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 
Russ States at pabirder@verizon.net. 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                
 

 Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 
Audubon Society.  
As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 
should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 
to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 
membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 
States - pabirder@verizon.net.  
 
B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals should be handled by the 
sanctuary chair in June each year. The $15.00 or more per sanct-
uary checks should be made payable to BAS but mailed to Gene 
Wilhelm, 513 Kelly Blvd., Slippery Rock, PA 16057-
1145.                       

Bartramian Audubon Society 
Associate and Newsletter Application 

Please check below 
_____$15.00 BAS associate fee- includes newsletter 
______$5.00 newsletter only 
Please send this form along with your name, address, and e-

mail with payment to the: 
Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 
Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

 

 
  Non- profit organization                                                           

U.S. Postage                                                                       
PAID                                                     

Sharon, PA                       
Permit No. 50 

National Audubon Society 
Membership Application 

Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon So-
ciety. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartramian 
Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upland 

Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 
 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 
Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  
_________________________________________ 
Name 
___________________________________________ 
Address 
___________________________________________ 
City                                                        State                              Zip 
Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 
Membership Data Center 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL32142-2250 
 
Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 
by NAS                                                      COZU180Z   
     rev  1/10                                                       7XCH                                                            
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