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Editor-  Nancy Baker 

Check us out online at www.bartramianaudubonsociety.org 

                                      www.facebook.com/Bartramian 

 

Upcoming BAS Membership Meetings 
 

Our membership meetings are held the second Monday of the 

month at 7:00 p.m. at the Jennings Environmental Education 

Center, 2961 Prospect Road, Slippery Rock, PA. The Educa-

tion Center is located on Rt. 528 just west of its junction with 

Rt. 8- about five miles south of Slippery Rock.  The meetings 

are free and open to the public. 

 

 
 

                                                              ……Photo by Jeff Hall 

 

November 13, 2017-Monday- Monarchs 
 

Monarch butterflies have fascinated scientists and non-

scientists for decades.  The seemingly-impossible migration 

they make each fall is probably their greatest mystery.  Why 

do they go to the same location every year?  How do they 

know how to get there?  How can they fly that far with those 

tiny wings? Kimberly Vensel, aka Butler Butterfly Lady, is a 

Butler County photographer who also happens to have a pas-

sion for the Monarch butterfly.  She has been raising Mon-

archs for 8 years and has successfully raised and released over 

3,000 Monarch butterflies to date.  She has taught thousands 

of folks about the importance of Monarchs through her educa-

tional presentations and will be here teaching about the amaz-

ing transformation of Monarchs - from egg to caterpillar to 

chrysalis to butterfly - on November 13.  Come out and learn 

about these magnificent butterflies! 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

December 11, 2017-Monday- Annual Holiday Potluck and 

Hog Island Presentation 

 

Enjoy good food and good company at our annual holiday 

potluck; bring a dish to share and your holiday spirit.  Our 

student scholarship winner, Joshua McCoy, will tell us about  

his experiences at the Hog Island Audubon Camp.  In addi-

tion, we'll have a free book 'exchange'--bring any bird/nature 

books you are ready to pass on and take any that catch your 

eye.  You don't have to contribute a book to take one, and you 

don't have to take any in order to get rid of yours.  

   

 

Upcoming Activities 
 

December 16. 2017-Saturday-Butler CBC 

 
The 53rd Bartramian Audubon Society Butler Christmas Bird 

Count (CBC) will be held on Saturday, December 16, 2017. 

The Butler CBC is a 15-mile diameter circle centered just 

north of Moraine State Park and includes Slippery Rock and 

Slippery Rock University, Wolf Creek Narrows Natural Area, 

McConnells Mill and Moraine State Parks, and the towns of 

Portersville, Prospect, Muddy Creek, and Euclid. Anyone is 

welcome to join the CBC as field or feeder observers. If you 

are interested in participating, contact Mary Alice Koeneke 

and Glenn Koppel at: macatilly@icloud.com.                          
 

December 31, 2017-Sunday-Pleasantville CBC 

 

The circle for this count encompasses the area approximately 

from Titusville in the northwest to Pleasantville to Tionesta in 

the northeast south to President east to Oleopolis and Rouse-

ville and then north along the western edge of Oil Creek State 

Park.  The count is centered on the historic ghost town of Pi-

thole.  Please feel welcome to participate in this count.  As-

signments can be made for an area easy to get to if you are 

unfamiliar with this count.  Also needed are feeder watchers 

who live in the area.  If you are unsure if you are in the count 

circle, call and ask.  This is a more northern count than the 

Butler count, so expect some more northern species.  If you 

are interested in helping, contact Russ States at 814-676-6320 

(please talk to the machine), or pelagics202@gmail.com. 

http://www.bartramianaudubonsociety.org/
http://www.facebook.com/Bartramian
mailto:macatilly@icloud.com
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 Activities in Review   

 

 

 

                          White M Hairstreak 

 
The 2017 Sandy Creek Butterfly Count                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
                                         …...Report compiled by Neil Troyer 

 

The 2017 NABA Sandy Creek Butterfly Count was held July 

8. Cloudy skies and a brief early shower chased the first group 

back to the cars around 8:30am but as clearing skies and 

warmer temperatures returned so did the butterflies (and drag-

onflies) and a nice variety of species was recorded for the day. 

Due to the Game Commission’s regulations requiring a special 

use permit for groups of more than 9 people, we split the 

group into two. The first group, consisting of Glenn Koppel, 

Mary Alice Koeneke, Harvey, Naomi, Neil, Rachel, Ruth Ann 

and Samuel Troyer, and Curt Lehman started at 8:30 at the 

Triple Link area parking lot. The second  group consisting of 

members of the Wissahickon Nature Club included Dianne 

and Bob Machesney, Dana and Walter Shaffer, Kim Metheny, 

and Jean Chess, started from the same parking lot at 10:00am.  

The water levels at the swamp at SGL130 were high from all 

the rain in June. No Broad-winged Skippers were found, the 

third consecutive year they were missed. A noteworthy species 

found here by Ruth Ann and netted by Samuel was a White M 

Hairstreak, a species new to the count. Other highlights here 

included a Black Dash, Northern Broken Dash, Crossline 

Skipper, Gray Comma, Northern Pearly Eye, Appalachian 

Brown, and 3 Harvesters, An interesting observation by Neil 

at this location was watching an unidentified Dragonfly eating 

a low flying Harvester. Dragonflies were fairly common and 

were possibly preying on the butterflies.The two groups met at 

mid-day back at the parking lot and over lunch exchanged 

notes and consolidated butterfly totals. Both groups also listed 

wildflowers and plants identified was somewhere close to 80. 

Some of the highlights include 3 species of Monarda, Alle-

ghany Monkey Flower, Turtlehead, and Striped Wintergreen.  

A total of 27 butterflies including 2 larva of Viceroy were here 

at the Triple Link area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Though singing had slowed considerably, the highlights of 

birds found included Broad-winged Hawk, Blue-headed Vir-

eo, Marsh Wren, both Northern and Louisiana Waterthrush, 

Magnolia Warbler and Dark-eyed Junco.The group next head-

ed to the impoundment at the Polk wetlands. As we walked 

around the impoundment there Bob Machesney gave us an 

excellent course on dragonfly identification. A nice find here 

were 5 Baltimore Checkerspots, an expected species for this 

site. 

The complete list of butterflies recorded is as follows: 

Eastern Tiger Swallowtail (6), Spicebush Swallowtail (1), 

Cabbage White (4), Clouded Sulphur (6), Orange Sulphur (4), 

Harvester (4), White M Hairstreak (1- new for count, Eastern-

Tailed Blue (12), Summer Azure (3), Great Spangled Fritillary 

(16), Meadow Fritillary (1),  Pearl Crescent (14), Baltimore 

Checkerspot (5), Question Mark (3), Eastern Comma (4), Gray 

Comma (3),  American Lady(1), Painted Lady (1), Red Admi-

ral (8), Viceroy (2 cats),  Northern Pearly Eye (4),  Appalachi-

an Brown (3), Brown sp (1), Common Wood- Nymph (1), 

Little Wood Satyr (1), Monarch (3 + 2 cats), Silver-spotted 

Skipper (16), Wild Indigo Duskywing (5), Crossline Skipper 

(1), Northern Broken Dash (11), Little Glassywing (9),  Black 

Dash (2), Dun Skipper (21). A total of 32 species of butter-

flies, 184 individuals, and 4 caterpillars were counted. 

 

 

 Education  
 

For teachers: Opportunities and Resources!  

Audubon Adventures Available for Classroom Use 

Bartramian Audubon sponsors and funds Audubon Adven-

tures curriculum materials for students in grades 3-6 in 

schools in Butler, Lawrence, Mercer and Venango Counties. 

Audubon Adventures classroom learning kits include printed 

student magazines and access for teachers to online instruc-

tional guides, assessments, interactive games, other teaching 

modules and resources. The standards-based content and ma-

terials can be integrated across multiple subject areas. The 

theme for 2017-18 is “Birds, Bees, Flowers & Trees.” Three 

related learning modules develop students’ understanding of 

the interconnectedness of natural systems, particularly the 

functions and importance of birds, bees and native plants:  

• Native Plants, in which students learn why plants are 

the foundation of life on the earth. 

• Bird Migration, which explains the importance of 

healthy habitats to birds’ journeys, and how conser-

vation of these habitats benefits many species, in-

cluding humans. 

• Insect Pollinators, which describes the characteris-

tics of native bees, as well as the importance of their 

partnerships with flowering plants to people and 

healthy environments.  
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Learn more about Audubon Adventures at 

http://www.audubonadventures.org/. Then contact Becky 

Lubold, the chapter’s Education Chair, at 814-330-2550 or 

Watersinger2@yahoo.com to arrange to receive the materials. 

A limited number of sponsored subscriptions will be available 

on a first-come, first-served basis. Act quickly, so that orders 

can be placed and materials received early in the school year. 

 

   

Hog Island Audubon Camp Scholarship for Educators  

 

Each year Bartramian Audubon awards one scholarship for a 

teacher within the chapter’s four-county area to attend the 

“Sharing Nature: An Educator’s Week” session of Audu-

bon Camp in Maine on Hog Island. Open to teachers of any 

grade level or subject area, this session offers practical ap-

proaches, methods, lessons, and activities for engaging both 

children and adults with nature. Participants are inspired and 

energized through interaction with instructors and fellow edu-

cators, as they learn about and explore the forest, intertidal and 

ocean ecosystems of the scenic Maine coast. Find details 

about this extraordinary learning opportunity at: 

http://hogisland.audubon.org/sharing-nature-educator-s-week  

The application period for the Hog Island scholarship for 

July 15-20, 2018 is now open, and will close on February 28, 

2018. The application form is available on the chapter’s web-

site or by contacting our Education Chair at 814-330-2550 or 

Watersinger2@yahoo.com.  

 

 

Join Bartramian Audubon and Jennings for Citizen Sci-

ence and Learning 

 

Bartramian Audubon Society and Jennings Environmental 

Education Center collaborate in offering opportunities for 

learning how individuals can help researchers gather important 

data about bird population and migration trends, as well as 

increasing their own birding skills. The center partners with 

the chapter in the annual Butler County Christmas Bird Count 

(December 16) and the Great Backyard Bird Count (February 

16-19, 2018). Details and registration for these events, as well 

as other bird and nature-related programs will be available on 

DCNR’s Calendar of Events at http://events.dcnr.pa.gov/, by 

e-mailing jenningssp@pa.gov, or calling 724-794-6011.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Odds and Ends   
 

 
 

RARE GULL AT KAHLE LAKE 

 

 Sabine's gull breeds north of Hudson's Bay or on the Alaska 

coast, then migrates down the Pacific to offshore Peru or 

through Greenland and across the Atlantic to southern Africa. 

Pennsylvania isn't included in any of those areas, but big 

storms in early September evidently blew a young Sabine's 

gull off-course and it ended up at Kahle Lake in Clarion & 
Venango Counties on September 5th.  It continued to be seen 

there for the next few days, by local birders and also many trav-

eled from Pittsburgh and other more distant locations.  Thanks to 

Bartramian Audubon members Jerry Stanley and Kathie Good-

blood who originally located the gull. And if a rare gull isn't 

enough, a family of sandhill cranes stalked alongside Route 38 on 

the drive to Kahle Lake!   

 

 

 
 

                                                             …..Photos by Jeff Hall 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.audubonadventures.org/
mailto:Watersinger2@yahoo.com
http://hogisland.audubon.org/sharing-nature-educator-s-week
mailto:Watersinger2@yahoo.com
http://events.dcnr.pa.gov/
mailto:jenningssp@pa.gov
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 BARTRAMIAN AUDUBON SOCIETY 

P.O. BOX 315 

SLIPPERY ROCK, PA 16057 
 

 

 

Paper-Free Newsletter 
The Upland Informer is now available online.  It can be 

viewed at our website www.bartramianaudubonsociety.org by 

clicking on the newsletter link and then clicking on the issue 

you wish to view.  The newsletter is in the PDF format, so you 

must have a PDF program on your computer.  Read only pro-

grams are available free at Adobe.com and other sites. 

Bartramian Audubon Society would like to encourage its 

members to begin to receive the Upland Informer online.  As 

each newsletter is published, members who have elected to do 

this will receive an email informing them that the next issue is 

now available online, and they can then view it at their leisure. 

For the Bartramian Audubon Society, this will mean a savings 

both in paper costs and postage costs.  For our environment it 

will mean less paper and less fuel usage in delivery. 

To enroll in this program, please email our Membership Chair, 

Russ States at pelagics202@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                
 

 Membership Reminder 
......Russ States, Membership Chair 

We welcome the many of you who have recently joined Bartramian 

Audubon Society.  

As a reminder, the expiration date of your membership with the BAS 

should be on your address label.  Please renew in a timely fashion as 

to not miss future newsletters. If you have any questions about your 

membership status, feel free to contact the membership chair, Russ 

States – pelagics202@gmail.com.  

 

B&B and Wildlife Sanctuary renewals are handled by the sanc-

tuary chair in June each year. The $15.00 or more per sanctuary 

checks should be  made payable to BAS and mailed to BAS Sanc-

tuary Chair Kathie Goodblood 170 Keith Lane, Franklin, PA 

16323                     

Bartramian Audubon Society 

Associate and Newsletter Application 

Please check below 

_____$15.00 BAS Membership fee- includes newsletter 

_____$15.00 BAS Sanctuary Renewal-includes membership 

and newsletter 

_____$10.00 Electronic Student Membership 

Please send this form along with your name, address, and e-

mail with payment to the: 

Bartramian Audubon Society 

PO Box 315 

Slippery Rock, PA 16057 

 

 
   PRSRT. STD.                                                            

US POSTAGE   
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National Audubon Society 

Membership Application 
Please enroll me as a NEW member in the National Audubon Soci-

ety. This membership will include membership in the National 

Audubon Society and Audubon magazine and the local Bartramian 

Audubon Society and the local chapter newsletter, the Upland 

Informer, but excludes the BAS Sanctuary Program. 

 
Current introductory membership offer $20.00 

Student/Senior (62 and above) membership $15.00  

_________________________________________ 
Name 

___________________________________________ 

Address 
___________________________________________ 

City                                                        State                              Zip 

Please send this form with payment to 
National Audubon Society 
Membership Data Center 
PO Box 422250 
Palm Coast, FL32142-2250 
 
Renewing members should use the coupon mailed to them 
by NAS                                                      COZU180Z   
     rev  1/10                                                       7XCH                                                             

         
      

 

http://www.bartramianaudubonsociety.org/

