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Asbestos-ridden classrooms, mould and undrinkable 
water are just some of the issues facing Tasmanian public 
schools, says a report by a teachers' union. 

In a submission to the Federal Government for a new 
review into school funding, the Australian Education 
Union has described the state of some of Tasmania's 
public schools as appalling.  The report says that despite 
the federal Building the Education Revolution funding 
many Tasmanian schools had not been renovated to the 
standard required of a 21st century learning facility. 

Union state president Leanne Wright said yesterday levels 
of asbestos in Tasmanian schools were concerning.  The 
union's submission says many schools are continually 
painting over asbestos to save money despite removal 
being regarded as the safest option. 

The level of mould in some schools had lead to a 
disproportionate level of absenteeism among staff and 
students, and some schools believed they needed to 
provide bottled drinking water for students as the town 
drinking water was not potable but they could not afford 
to do so. 

Australian Education Union Says State of Schools is Appalling 
 

 

Growing Up Toxic 

 
The U.S. Public Interest Research Group (PIRG) just 
released a new report titled “Growing Up Toxic.” 
 
“A growing body of scientific evidence shows that the 
widespread use of chemicals in our society harms our 
health and the health of our children.” 
 
Press Release 
 
Full Report 

Australian Education Union Says State 

of Schools is Appalling 

 

Mark Kidwell lives in Madison, Tennessee.  He 
worked for many years as a multi-craft industrial 
maintenance tech with Universal EPA Certification in 
HVAC. 
 
Robbie Kidwell lives in Homewood, Alabama.  She is 
interested in indoor and outdoor air quality. 
 
Mark and Robbie have been friends with Marcie 
McGovern for many years.  They joined GIHN to 
support Marcie and all of the other people who are 
being harmed by exposure to mold and other indoor 
contaminants. 
 

Welcome New Members 

Welcome Mark and Robbie 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://www.themercury.com.au/article/2011/04/01/218911_tasmania-news.html
http://www.uspirg.org/news-releases/healthy-communities/healthy-communities/washington-d.c.-new-report-toxic-chemicals-in-consumer-products-increasingly-linked-to-public-health-problems
http://cdn.publicinterestnetwork.org/assets/a0d232c3a1b4d08c3e6f338932ec33d9/1Growing-Up-Toxic-Update-final-word-version_us.pdf
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The arbitrator said the award was to cover water damages 
caused by Brett Ahring's failure to address the leaking roof on 
the home. However, the arbitration also noted in his ruling that 
the award did not take into account any mold remediation 
because mold inspection was not part of the inspector's 
contract. 

The Farrises contacted several agencies when they discovered 
they were stuck with the house. Holly said she sought help from 
the Federal Housing Authority, the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, the Illinois Department of Public Housing, 
the Centers for Disease Control, HUD, Illinois Attorney General 
Lisa Madigan's office, the Madison County State's Attorney's 
Office, Land of Lincoln Law Offices and Madison County Health 
Department, but no one at the agencies or offices was able to 
help at the time. 

She finally wrote to the Obama administration and showed a 
reply letter to the Urban League, which helped her family find a 
home, on which the Urban League pays the rent. 

"We didn't have money for legal fees; if you don't have money, 
you can't recover," she said. "The only person willing to help us 
was the president (of the United States)." 

Her daughter, who was 12 years old at the time, slept in a room 
next to the closed-off bedroom with the moldy closet. She 
started having severe migraines, running fevers, and on the 
morning of April 11, 2010, woke up with her eye swollen shut, 
protruding from her face the size of a softball, Holly Farris said. 

Family’s Mold Nightmare Inspiring Legislation 

 

Family’s Mold Nightmare Inspiring Legislation 

 
Holly and Sean Farris' nightmare at 111 S. Kingdom St. 
started more than a year ago when they bought their first 
house, which turned out to be infested with what they say 
is toxic mold. 

After a series of oversights, the Farrises now say they own 
a house that they cannot live in; have a First Time Home 
Buyers tax credit they probably have to pay back; and have 
a daughter still recovering from severe sinus infections 
suspected as a result of living in the house. 

State Rep. Dan Beiser, D-Alton, said he plans to introduce 
legislation, inspired by the Farrises' situation, that would 
require real estate agents to disclose when toxic mold 
exists in saleable real estate structures. 

"I don't want this to happen to anybody else," said Holly 
Farris, who is living with her family in another Bethalto 
house provided by the Madison County Urban League. 

Beiser is sympathetic to the Farris' situation.  "She is in 
contact with me and my staff, and I'm glad she has been; 
it's a terrible situation," he said. "I'm introducing legislation 
that will, at this point, get something on the books, and 
knowing this would be a work in progress, so to speak, 
dealing with the issue. It will deal with proper disclosure at 
the time of sale of toxic mold being present in the 
structure." 

The Farrises filed a civil lawsuit April 20, 2010, in Madison 
County Circuit Court against multiple defendants: Tonya 
Dugan (the seller) and the estate of Douglas Carl Dugan; 
Absolute Property Inspection d/b/a National Property 
Inspections; Brett Ahring of National Property Inspections; 
Landmark Realty-Bethalto; and Nancy L. Dona, the listing 
agent. The litigation is ongoing. 

The Farrises closed on the house Feb. 26, 2010, moved in 
and then moved out within months after their daughter 
developed severely impacted sinuses and swelling in her 
face, from which she still is recovering, Farris said. The 
family also has two sons who had asthma before the family 
moved in and who developed nosebleeds while living 
there. 

In a separate legal action, the Farrises filed a case with the 
United States Arbitration and Mediation service. A 
professional arbitrator awarded a judgment in the Farrises' 
favor on Feb. 22 against Brett Ahring and Absolute 
Inspections d/b/a National Property Inspections in the sum 
of $35,572. 

 

 

Family’s Mold Nightmare Inspiring Legislation (cont’d)  

 

Holly Farris shows some of the damage 

 

See Mold Growing in Walls—in hospital on page 3 

 

http://www.thetelegraph.com/news/house-52070-mold-farrises.html
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Mold Growing in Walls at Norman Regional 

Hospital (Oklahoma) 

According to a whistleblower, construction at Norman 
Regional Hospital revealed mold growing inside the walls 
of patient rooms, and the contractor hired to do the 
construction isn't cleaning it up like he's supposed to. 

The project is funded with a federal grant. But according 
to the whistleblower, the contractor is skimping on 
cleaning up the mold and putting patients at risk. 

The whistleblower provided News 9 with samples of 
what workers say they found on the walls inside Norman 
Regional Health's System's Porter campus. The samples 
show mold clearly growing on drywall and inside 
wallpaper. 

"When you go to a hospital it's to get better, not to go to 
a mold infested place," said the whistleblower, who 
didn't want to be identified. 

The whistleblower says they found the mold as patient 
rooms were being renovated. He and other co-workers 
say it's spread throughout the second, third, fourth and 
fifth floors. 

Mold Growing in Walls in Norman Regional Hospital 

 

Radon testing is underway tonight inside Camden 
Middle School, after higher-than-normal levels were 
detected during a recent construction project.  The head 
of the district is trying to reassure people that the 
building is safe, but some parents aren't so sure. 
 
Parents simply want to want to be sure their children 
are safe and healthy inside the school. A group 
contacted NewsChannel 9 because they felt the school 
was not forthcoming about projects to remove mold 
and reduce radon levels inside Camden Middle School. 
They cite unexplained illnesses involving their children, 
and although anything could be the cause they want to 
be sure it isn't the building. 
 
"I think State Education Department dropped the ball 
on the guidelines for radon and now they address it," 
said parent Sabrina Nedell. "They didn't notify parents 
of the situation and if we hadn't pushed, if we hadn't 
asked questions and then questioned the answers, we 
wouldn't have any of the info we have now" 
 
Camden Parents Worried About Mold and Radon 

See Member Profile: Laura Mark on page 4 

Camden Parents Worried About Mold 

and Radon 

 

 

The whistleblower 
said the mold is 
not being cleaned 
up properly.  It's 
simply being tiled, 
plastered or 
painted over. 

Mold and Radon at Camden Middle School 
Parents simply want to want to be sure their 

children are safe and healthy inside the school.  
They cite unexplained illnesses involving their 
children, and although anything could be the 

cause they want to be sure it isn't the building. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.newson6.com/story/14354396/mold-reportedly-growing-in-walls-at-norman-regional-hospital
http://www.9wsyr.com/news/local/story/Camden-parents-worried-about-mold-and-radon/9kJ1yOHQ9Ey5U00fQHZi7w.cspx
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New Papers Added to the GIHN Website 

Member Profile: Laura Mark 

Hello folks. First and foremost, I’d like to thank each of 
you who have joined this organization and shared their 
time and stories with those in need.  My journey is no 
more unique than so many whose lives have been 
affected by the toxins in our environment.  I have always 
been passionate in my roles as mother of four and public 
sector board-certified psychiatrist. Life as I knew it, 
however, came to a screeching halt several years ago 
when a series of devastating medical problems assaulted 
my family. In my search for answers, I was forced to 
learn about this field of mold toxins and harmful 
environmental chemicals.  
 
As a physician, I became increasingly outraged by the 
failures of numerous medical experts to either correctly 
diagnose and treat or be willing to learn about the 
serious health effects my family developed from 
exposure to water-damaged buildings. Just as you have, 
my family has encountered numerous obstacles and 
injustices in the form of government and private 
agencies, health and disability insurers, employers, legal 
and social security systems, public policy and workplace 
hazards.  
 
We were fortunate to have learned of Dr. Ritchie 
Shoemaker’s groundbreaking work in the fields of sick 
buildings and chronic fatiguing illness. Although his 
diagnostic and treatment protocols have stabilized my 
family’s health, two of us are currently fully disabled by 
the neurotoxic and inflammatory effects on our body 
systems. We simply and unknowingly got exposed to too 
many big doses of toxins.  “A mind is a terrible thing to 
waste” … so is the body.   
 
Learning from my own family’s medical experiences led 
to a process of re-evaluating my caseload of chronic 
mentally ill patients. By taking more comprehensive 
environmental exposure histories, establishing genetic 
susceptibility, and ordering a comprehensive battery of 
neuroendocrine and inflammatory marker tests, I was 
amazed to discover that, as Dr. Shoemaker’s data 
predicted, about 20-25% were similarly “biotoxin 
patients.” That is a huge number!  That’s why it’s so 
important that together, we work to increase 
awareness--at all levels of our communities throughout 
the world--of these epidemic-proportion chronic 
systemic inflammatory illnesses and their causes, 
prevention and treatment. 

 

Laura Mark 

See Air Fresheners’ Real Impact on IAQ on page 5 

Dodd Fisher and Gail Shephard were recently working 
together on an issue, and they brought the following two 
items to my attention.  This information on “Causation” 
will be helpful to people involved in litigation.   

Michigan Appellate Court Ruling 

Discussion of General Causation 

This “Discussion” paper explains that “the concept of general 
causation is alien to tort law, is not an element of proof in any 
toxic tort case, and that a tort plaintiff need not offer any 
proof of general causation to prevail at trial of a toxic tort 
case. This article will also explain that a pretrial order requiring 
a plaintiff to prove general causation violates the plaintiff's 
constitutional right to a trial by a jury of his/her peers.” 

Dr. Jack Thrasher provided the following papers. 

Mold Exposure and Respiratory Health in Damp Indoor 
Environments by Ju-Hyeong Park, et al (January 2011) 

A Gliotoxic Factor and Multiple Sclerosis by Armelle 
Menard, et al (1998) 
 
A Urinary Marker for Multiple Sclerosis by C. Malcus-
Vocanson, et al (1998) 
 
Fungal Toxins and Multiple Sclerosis: A Compelling 
Connection by Catherine B. Purzycki, et al (2010) 

 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Michigan_Appellate_Court_Ruling_Genna_case_2009.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/General_Causation.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Mold_Exposure_and_Respiratory_Health_in_Damp_Indoor_Environments_2011.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Mold_Exposure_and_Respiratory_Health_in_Damp_Indoor_Environments_2011.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/A_Gliotoxic_Factor_and_Multiple_Sclerosis_1998.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/A_Urinary_Marker_for_Multiple_Sclerosis_1998.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Fungal_Toxins_and_Multiple_Sclerosis_A_Compelling_Connection_2010.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Fungal_Toxins_and_Multiple_Sclerosis_A_Compelling_Connection_2010.pdf


 

Page 5 Global Indoor Health Network 

 

Surprisingly, despite the economic downturn, the 
global sales of air fresheners are on the rise.  Perhaps 
if consumers were more aware of the real impacts 
these products have on indoor air quality and health, 
they would think twice. 
 
Air fresheners almost never “freshen” the air. They 
just mask odors, either with synthetic fragrance or by 
interfering with your ability to smell by coating your 
nasal passages with an oil film or releasing a nerve-
deadening agent. In rare cases, they will actually break 
down the offensive odor. 
 
Known toxic chemicals that can be found in air 
fresheners include camphor, phenol, ethanol, 
formaldehyde, and artificial fragrances (which contain 
their own mix of toxic chemicals). These chemicals can 
cause symptoms like headaches, rashes, dizziness, 
migraines, asthma attacks, mental confusion, coughing 
and more. Some of the substances in air fresheners 
are linked to cancer or hormone disruption. 
 
A study published on July 10, 2010 in Environmental 
Health found that women who used more household 
cleaning products, including air fresheners and mold 
removers, had a 2x higher risk of breast cancer. Many 
aerosol air fresheners contain toxic phthalates, which 
have been linked to birth defects and reproductive 
harm. 
 
To read the entire article: 
 
Air Fresheners’ Real Impact on Indoor Air Quality 

Air Fresheners’ Real Impact on 

Indoor Air Quality  

 

Dartmouth (Canada) School Making 

Girl Sick—Mould and Asbestos 

 

A Dartmouth woman says mould and asbestos at her 
daughter's elementary school is making her ill. 

Danielle McLeod's daughter, Gabrielle, is in Grade 2 at 
Shannon Park Elementary. The seven-year-old has 
headaches, stomach aches and a constant cough. 

McLeod took her daughter to the doctor earlier this 
month. 

"Two weeks ago he called me and told me that he got 
the results back from the throat swab and it came 
back positive for mould and asbestos, that she's been 
breathing it in," she said Tuesday. 

Gabrielle's classroom, Room 204, started leaking in 
early February, causing ceiling tiles to fall down. The 
students were told to keep their coats on. 

Buckets were placed around the room and floor tiles 
were ripped up. 

"You could actually see the mould in the ceilings," said 
McLeod. 

Dartmouth School Making Girl Sick 

See Ninth Circuit Ruling about FMLA situation on page 6 

 

 
Dartmouth School making Gabrielle sick  

 

This photo was included with another article about the 

effects of air fresheners on indoor air quality.  

http://ecochildsplay.com/2011/04/01/air-fresheners%E2%80%99-real-impact-on-indoor-air-quality/#comment-22788
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/story/2011/03/30/ns-dartmouth-school-asbestos.html
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Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

Ninth Circuit Ruling about Reinstating an 
Employee with Chemical Sensitivity 

A Ninth Circuit panel ruled last week in Sanders v. City of 
Newport that when an employer opts to not restore an 
employee who was on FMLA leave to her former 
position, that the burden falls on the employer to 
demonstrate that such action was justified.     

In Sanders, the plaintiff, a billing clerk, started feeling ill 
after an office move to a new location and the use of 
new low-grade billing paper. She took FMLA leave. 
Upon being cleared to work by her doctor, the City 
terminated her employment on the grounds that it 
could not guarantee a safe workplace for her given her 
sensitivity to chemicals. In instructing the trial court on 
plaintiff’s FMLA interference claims, the trial court 
placed the burden on plaintiff to prove that the 
employer lacked reasonable cause to reinstate her. On 
that instruction, the jury rendered a decision for the City 
on all claims. 

The plaintiff appealed on the grounds that the 
instruction improperly placed the burden of proof on 
her, and the Ninth Circuit panel, consistent with rulings 
in the Eighth, Tenth and Eleventh Circuits, agreed. The 
Court based its decision on the plain text of regulations 
stating that “[a]n employer must be able to show, when 
an employee requests restoration, that the employee 
would not otherwise have been employed if leave had 
not been taken in order to deny restoration to 
employment.” The court held that the error was not 
harmless, and remanded the case for a new trial. 
 
While this case was remanded based on a technicality in 
the jury instructions, and may yet culminate in an 
employer verdict, it provides a good reminder for 
employers that if they decide to deny restoration of 
employment to an employee following protected FMLA 
leave, it will be their burden to demonstrate that they 
had objective justification for the decision.  
 
Ninth Circuit Ruling about reinstating FMLA employee 

Quick Links 

Next Newsletter:  Friday, April 22, 2011 

Website:  http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
 
Members:  
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members 
 
Health Effects: 
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health_effects.html 
 

 

A doctor moved to El Paso hoping to make a 
difference at the medical school. He hasn't worked 
there since June because of a medical condition and 
says he can't get out of here fast enough - all because 
of his townhome. 

Kuczkowski says he has a leaky roof, which has been 
repaired a few times but is still letting water in.  

Because of that, he says he's now showing signs of 
toxic mold syndrome. 

"Shortness of breath, cough, watery eyes, aches and 
pains," he said.  And it's affecting all aspects of his life. 

Doctor’s Troubles Continue 

Doctor’s Mold Troubles Continue 

 

Dr. Krysztof Kuczkowski 

 

http://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=832cd2d1-309f-4273-b12d-8d54f6d0551a
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health_effects.html
http://www.ktsm.com/news/full-story-doctors-troubles-continue

