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A Kentuckiana man says his house is making his entire 
family sick. The homeowner claims it is a cover-up, 
saying a home manufacturer knew about mold 
problems. 
 
Kevin Taylor and his wife, Madonna, have had a tough 
time since their home burned down on January 1. The 
Taylor’s were living in a trailer before they moved into a 
manufactured home from Clayton Homes. 
 
It was supposed to be a home for their son Carson to 
grow up in, but instead, they say it turned into a 
nightmare on Old Forest Road in Corydon.   
 
Kevin Taylor says for months he, his wife and his son 
have been chronically sick taking a variety of prescription 
medications.  
 
One man, Jim Morrison, says he knows the reason why. 
Morrison met with Taylor after they discovered Morrison 
used to own the home.  
 
Clayton Homes delivered and placed the house on 
Morrison's foundation in Bedford, Ky., but there were 
problems. Morrison says he discovered mold so 
prominent in the home it was in the joints, in the wood 
and in the insulation. He told them to take it back and 
the company built him a new home. 
 
So what happened to the rejected house? Morrison 
says Clayton Homes took it back, cleaned it up and then 
re-sold it to the Taylors without telling them it was 
previously owned and mold infested. 
 
When WHAS11 called the manager at Clayton Homes he 
said this is a “$2 billion corporation” and our questions 
would have to be directed to the company’s home office 
in Maryville, Tennessee. 
 
Indiana Family Says their New Home Made them Sick 

Indiana Family Says their New Home 

Made Them Sick 

 

Please join me in welcoming our newest member. 
 

Robert Brandys, MPH, PE, CIH, CSP, lives in Nevada.  
He has more than 40 years of experience in industrial 
hygiene, safety, building forensics, mold, asbestos, 
HEPA filter testing and certification, building 
investigation, epidemiological studies, expert 
testimony, and research study design and is the author 

of more than 30 publications and 5 books.  

GIHN Announcement 

 

Safety Failings Led to Asbestos 

Exposure at Dorset School 

 

 
The unsafe removal of asbestos insulation boards at 
a large independent school in Dorset (U.K.) led to 
several people being exposed to asbestos fibres. 
Sherborne School and the director of the 
refurbishment project were prosecuted. They were 
found guilty of breaching various regulations and 
were fined. 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://www.whas11.com/news/local/I-Team-Investigation-Family-claims-162253735.html
http://www.build.co.uk/construction_news.asp?newsid=147364
http://www.build.co.uk/construction_news.asp?newsid=147364
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A group of school children was evacuated to a fire station 
Friday after chemicals were circulated into their school. 

The Salt Lake Fire Department was called to the 
Intermountain Healthcare Child Development Center, 259 
S. 500 East, around 1:15 p.m., on reports of a "chemical 
odor" in the air. 

The department's hazardous material team arrived and 
evacuated the building, including 101 children and nine 
adults, said Salt Lake fire spokesman Jasen Asay. Two of 
the adults reported feeling ill and were evaluated by 
paramedics, but did not require hospitalization. 

Asay said the hazmat team was able to determine the 
chemicals Xylene and Toluene were in the air. The 
chemicals were in an adhesive being used by roofers who 
were preparing to install a new roof on the building. 

"The adhesive was used near a vent and was sucked into 
the air conditioning system and distributed throughout 
the building," Asay said. 

Firefighters placed fans through the building to help 
ventilate and decided to keep the building empty for the 
rest of the day. 
 
To read the entire article: 
 
Children Evacuated after Chemicals were Detected in 
School 

Woman Says Toxic Mold is Making 

Her Family Sick 

 A woman in La Quinta says her apartment is toxic, 
black mold growing in the bathroom and closets. She's 
complained to her landlord since January but isn't 
getting any answers. So, she called KMIR6 news to 
investigate.   

We went straight to the source to find answers. We 
spoke with the tenant and tried getting answers from 
the apartment manager but were turned away. 
  
Bethany and her 2-year-old son were forced to move 
after they grew increasingly ill. 
  
"I started complaining in January of this year about and 
odor in my house," said Villa Cortina tenant Bethany 
Anderson. "I believed it was mold. Their solution was 
changing my air filter. They've now changed that twice 
and after complaining for the last 7 months still 
nothing has been done."  
  
After a strange smell began to surface in her 
apartment in La Quinta and visible signs of water 
damage appeared in closets and in the bathroom, 
Bethany thought perhaps it was mold that was making 
them sick. 
  
"He's had a constant ear infection for the last 6 months 
that can't seem to go away from the antibiotics," 
Anderson said. "He run fevers, we're talking about 102 
degree and 103 degree fevers. [He's] throwing up in 
the middle of the night for no reason. I thought maybe 
it was a common cold. Myself, I've had the migraines, 
sinus problems, and just all around kind of sluggish. 
Everything hurts."  
  
Bethany says the apartment managers took a mold 
sample and told her it turned up negative. But Bethany 
hired her own environmental health agency for private 
testing. They found toxic black mold spores in the 
apartment. 
 
Bethany says she also contacted the state to see if they 
would send someone out to inspect the apartment but 
she was told they simply don't have the money or 
resources.  
 
Woman Says Toxic Mold is Making Her Family Sick 

Children Evacuated after Chemicals 

were Detected in School 

See 2003 Report from the Air Force on page 3 

 School children evacuated because of chemicals 

http://www.ksl.com/?nid=960&sid=21344325
http://www.ksl.com/?nid=960&sid=21344325
http://www.kmir6.com/news/local/163792746.html


 

Page 3 Global Indoor Health Network 

 

2003 Report from the Air Force 

regarding Mold in Military Housing 

 A two-phase survey was conducted in military family 
housing units on the island of Okinawa to identify 
potential mold contamination issues. The initial phase 
focused on identification of vulnerable facilities through 
an engineering evaluation of vacant housing units. Mold-
susceptible construction materials, structural 
vulnerabilities to moisture, ventilation system 
deficiencies, and insufficient building maintenance 
procedures were identified and proactive corrective 
measures were recommended.  
 
During the second phase, 78 housing units, representing 
all housing types and air handling systems on the island, 
were surveyed. In each case, current residents were 
interviewed and visual inspections of the units were 
completed. From this, significant trends were identified, 
allowing for the development of targeted corrective 
measures. This consultative letter documents the survey 
and presents recommended actions to proactively 
manage mold issues on the island of Okinawa. 
 
Over the past several years, worldwide awareness of 
mold and fungal contamination in buildings has led to 
significant health concerns. Several factors contribute to 
the viability of these organisms with one of the most 
critical being the presence of moisture.  
 
Due to its humid climate, the island of Okinawa offers a 
favorable habitat for microbial growth. Recognizing this, 
military leaders on the island felt it necessary to 
implement proactive maintenance procedures to 
minimize mold problems. However, with several 
thousand United States government buildings on the 
island, it was critical to develop a targeted strategy that 
identified the highest risk facilities and activities. 
Professionals from several health and engineering 
disciplines met and decided that family housing units 
were the primary concern. 
 
To read the full report and the recommendations (which 
included removing the insulation in the fan coil systems 
in all 10,000 housing units) click on this link: 
 
2003 Report from the Air Force Regarding Mold in 
Military Housing 
 
 

The wife of a serviceman at Kirtland Air Force Base 
claims the on-base housing they were provided is 
infested with mold. 

Mychal Fraatz contacted KOB Eyewitness news 4 to look 
into the issue. Fraatz said she has suspected mold 
growing inside her home for the past year; and last 
week, after conducting a 24-hour Petri dish test of her 
own, felt her worst fear was confirmed by what grew 
inside the dish. 

"It's gross, it's nasty, there's slime and sludge," Fraatz 
said. 

Fraatz also displayed numerous photos she had snapped 
over the past year of mysterious markings growing on 
her walls. 

"It explains why I would wake up every morning with my 
sinuses just being clogged," Fraatz said. 

Mold in housing on Kirtland Air Force Base 
 
 

How Candida albicans Knows When 

to Attack 
 

The opportunistic fungal pathogen Candida albicans 
inconspicuously lives in our bodies until it senses that 
we are weak, when it quickly adapts to go on the 
offensive. Effective detection and treatment of disease 
could potentially work by targeting the levels of a 
protein, Efg1p. The researchers found that lower Efg1p 
levels allow the fungal cells to grow to high levels inside 
a host. Higher levels of the protein result in less growth. 
 

How an Opportunistic Fungal Pathogen Knows When to 
Attack 

Mold Growing Inside Serviceman’s 

Home on Kirtland Air Force Base 

 

See Member Profile: Amy Charnay on page 4 

 

http://airforcemedicine.afms.mil/idc/groups/public/documents/afms/ctb_020725.pdf
http://airforcemedicine.afms.mil/idc/groups/public/documents/afms/ctb_020725.pdf
http://www.kob.com/article/stories/S2702388.shtml?cat=500
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20120725/How-an-opportunistic-fungal-pathogen-knows-when-to-attack.aspx
http://www.news-medical.net/news/20120725/How-an-opportunistic-fungal-pathogen-knows-when-to-attack.aspx
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Member Profile: Amy Charnay 

 My name is Amy Charnay. I grew up in beautiful 
upstate New York, not far from the Canadian border 
and close to the vast and beautiful Adirondack Park. 
From an early age I was passionate about nature, travel 
and school, particularly math and science. I spent 20 
years living largely in my mind--my academic and 
athletic worlds obeying my mind’s vigorous demands. I 
was a passionate runner until my last year of college 
when I emerged from an accident with a shattered 
ankle, a broken pelvis and sacrum and degrees in 
Environmental Science and Latin American Studies. Five 
surgeries and 11 years later, I assumed chronic pain 
was the cause of my debilitating headaches, nausea, 
dizziness, fatigue, memory loss, confusion, night sweats 
and depression. What else could it be? I ate a healthy, 
organic diet and used natural products. 
 
I spent 20 years living largely in my mind--my academic 
and athletic worlds obeying my mind’s vigorous 
demands. I was a passionate runner until my last year 
of college when I emerged from an accident with a 
shattered ankle, pelvis and sacrum and degrees in 
Environmental Science and Latin American Studies.  
 
Five surgeries and 11 years later, I assumed chronic 
pain was the cause of my debilitating headaches, 
nausea, dizziness, fatigue, memory loss, confusion, 
night sweats and depression. What else could it be? I 
ate a healthy, organic diet and used natural products. 
 
Regretfully, I left my job at the Institute, where I 
earned my Master’s of Science degree in Herbal 
Medicine, to convalesce in my newly purchased home. 
Several months and many doctors later, I was deathly 
ill. Fortunately, my intuition kicked in one afternoon as 
I stared aimlessly at the wall: ‘MOLD’. I couldn’t see or 
smell it. I sensed it in the way that one knows these 
things. I moved out. The house was remediated. I 
moved back.  
 
I accepted my dream job and moved 3,000 miles to 
work in a medicinal plant laboratory in California. I 
traveled to India to conduct research. I thought ‘I have 
arrived!’ However, for 3+ sickly years, I was chronically 
ill and slept my weekends away only to drag myself 
back every Monday. I thought it must be due to stress, 
chronic pain, two additional surgeries and moving. I 
reduced my hours and lost my benefits.  
 
Each summer, the air conditioning kicked on, promptly 

broke, and indoor temperatures climbed into the 80s. I 

Back at work, I recognized familiar symptoms. Mold 
appeared on the ceiling. I left. They remediated. I 
returned. Then, adhesives used during renovations 
made me ill. My concerns were not understood. They 
said I was “too sensitive and allergic.”  
 
My intuition kicked in once again. I left and a mold 
literate doctor found high levels of aflatoxins in my 
urine. My full-time job is now navigating disability 
and worker’s comp, educating myself about mold, 
healing and grieving the reality that my late 30’s are 
far from what I expected.  
 
I stay as active as possible as I now understand my 
previous passion for exercise – sweating is part of the 
detoxification process. My susceptibility to toxins 
increased after my accident.  
 
I plan to restore my health and apply my Herbal 
Medicine knowledge into a clinical biotoxin model. 
Many herbs are powerful allies that cannot be 
replicated by pharmaceuticals. I’d like to share them 
with others suffering from this invisible illness.  
 
Meditation, biking, swimming, aerial yoga, well-
informed & open-minded doctors, connecting with 
other chronically ill people and my two hilarious cats 
help keep me sane amidst this crazy illness. I like to 
travel as much as possible and have spent time in 
various countries in Latin America. I am now 
beginning to explore Europe with my husband who is 
from France. And, I try to remain grounded in the 
reality that even the best-laid plans often go astray; 
with chronic illness, the body trumps the mind. 
 
www.amycharnay.com 
 
 See Mold after Tropical Storm Irene on page 5 
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It was bad enough when Tropical Storm Irene sent the 
Dog River spilling over its banks, filling Chandar Hall's 
basement, destroying the stairs and back door, toppling 
her oil tank and destroying thousands of dollars' worth 
of stored books and clothing. 

But since the storm more than 10 months ago, Hall, 39, 
says she has suffered such severe health problems from 
mold left behind by the flood that she had to stop 
working and move out. As of Monday, when money for 
emergency housing in a hotel runs out, she may be 
homeless. 

Hall, who lives alone, and her friends say she has fallen 
into a gap between possible sources of help, and are 
hoping some private fundraising might help. 

Her flood insurance just covered the structural damage 
to the stairs and back door, Hall said. When she later 
applied to the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
for help with cleaning up the mold, she was told she was 
too late. After illness caused her to leave her job as a 
group home counselor at Washington County Mental 
Health Services, Hall said she was ineligible for 
unemployment because she was too sick to work. 

The Vermont Health Department's website urges 
cleaning up signs of mold shortly after a flood, but Hall 
says the extent of the problem in her home didn't 
become apparent until several months after floodwaters 
from the Aug. 28 storm receded. Air tests performed in 
June found that the air in her basement was dangerous. 

There were elevated levels of penicillium mold, the kind 
from which the drug penicillin is made. But more 
worrisome were even higher levels of aspergillus mold, 
which is commonly found in damp, dark environments 
like basements. The Health Department website points 
mainly to respiratory problems resulting from exposure 
to that mold. Other studies have examined a possible 
link to neurological problems, like the migraine 
headaches, exhaustion and even convulsions Hall 
developed during the winter. She's also reported kidney 
pain and lost appetite. 

Mold Brought by Tropical Storm Irene Leaves Vermont 
Woman Sick, Homeless 

 

Mold Brought by Tropical Storm Irene 

Leaves Vermont Woman Sick, Homeless 

The continued observance of asbestos violations at 
Boston University has led to the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection’s 
(MassDEP) enforcement of $30,750 penalty against 
the school’s trustees. 

Boston University’s trustees were initially fined 
$74,250 in May 2011 after the MassDEP discovered 
asbestos violations that occurred at the Robinson 
Medical Building, the George Sherman Student 
Union, an a residence hall at 273 Babcock Street. 
While $33,500 was paid at that time, the remaining 
$30,750 payment was put on hold as incentive for 
the university to incur no additional asbestos 
violations over the next 12 months. 

However, only one month later in June a contractor 
hired by Boston University to work on demolition and 
renovation projects at two on-campus locations were 
found by MassDEP to have removed asbestos-
containing material before the school filed the 
appropriate paperwork to do so with the state.  

"This represents a continued failure concerning what 
is the proper removal of asbestos-containing 
materials on the grounds of Boston University," said 
Eric Worrall, the acting director of MassDEP's 
Northeast Regional Office. "It demonstrates an 
unwillingness or inability to control and implement 
the kind of facility-wide procedures necessary to 
better protect the health and safety of workers or 
anyone who could potentially be exposed by 
breathing asbestos fibers, a known carcinogenic." 

Boston University Fined for Asbestos 

Boston University Fined for 

Asbestos Violations 

 

See Doctors Overlook Chemical Illnesses on page 6 

 

 
Boston University 

http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/0acdd931b25c43b68d78b4c0133048f2/VT--Irene-Vermont-Mold
http://www.therepublic.com/view/story/0acdd931b25c43b68d78b4c0133048f2/VT--Irene-Vermont-Mold
http://www.cisionwire.com/sokolove-law/r/boston-university-fined-for-asbestos,c9287293
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Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

Doctors Overlook Chemical 

Illnesses, Study Finds 

 Chemical intolerance contributes to the illnesses of 1 
in 5 patients but the condition seldom figures in their 
diagnosis, according to clinical research directed by a 
UT Medicine San Antonio physician. 
 
Clinical tools are available to identify chemical 
intolerance but health care practitioners may not be 
using them, lead author David Katerndahl, M.D., M.A., 
said. The study is in the July 9 issue of Annals of Family 
Medicine. UT Medicine is the clinical practice of the 
School of Medicine at The University of Texas Health 
Science Center San Antonio. 

The study's authors said physicians need to know how 
chemical intolerance affects certain people and 
understand that conventional therapies can be 
ineffective. Some patients would improve by avoiding 
certain chemicals, foods and even medical 
prescriptions, the authors said. 

Patients with chemical intolerance go to the doctor 
more than others, are prone to having multi-system 
symptoms and are more apt to have to quit their job 
due to physical impairment, the authors said. 

The study involved 400 patients who gave personal 
health information while waiting to be seen at primary 
care clinics in San Antonio, one in UT Medicine and the 
other in the University Health System. 

People with chemical intolerance, or "CI," are highly 
sensitive to common substances such as cleaning 
products, tobacco smoke, fragrances, pesticides, new 
carpet and auto exhaust. 

Chemically intolerant individuals often have symptoms 
that affect multiple organ systems simultaneously, 
especially the nervous system. Symptoms commonly 
include fatigue, changes in mood, difficulty thinking 
and digestive problems. 

Doctors Overlook Chemical Illnesses, Study Finds 
 
 

 

An Illinois man convicted last year of illegally removing, 
handling and disposing asbestos at a Kankakee building 
has been sentenced to 10 years in federal prison. 

In a news release, the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency says that 59-year-old Duane "Butch" O'Malley 
of Bourbonnais has also been ordered to pay more than 
$47,000 to the EPA related to the cleanup and a 
$15,000 fine. 

Prosecutors say employees of O'Malley's company, 
Origin Fire Protection, removed asbestos from 
insulation, loaded it in unmarked bags and dumped the 
bags in an open field.  

In the announcement, U.S. Attorney Jim Lewis of the 
Central District of Illinois says that to increase profits 
O'Malley disregarded the health of his employees and 
the general public by exposing them to "dangerous 
airborne asbestos fibers."  

Illinois Man Sentenced to Prison in Asbestos Case 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Illinois Man Sentenced to Prison in 

Asbestos Case 
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