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There are about 135 million homes in America, and a 
surprisingly large portion of them pose threats to their 
resident-- 30 million homes in the U.S. have serious 
health and safety hazards, such as gas leaks, mold, 
damaged plumbing, and poor heating. About 6 million of 
those have structural problems. Another 6 million have 
lead paint. 
 
These statistics, released last week in a report by the 
Center for American Progress (CAP) reveal the 
distressing state of American housing.  
 
Most of these homes are located in areas of 
“concentrated disadvantage,” which the report describes 
as neighborhoods with high rates of violence, 
unemployment, racial segregation, and single-parent 
homes. 
 
These housing conditions shape the lives of the families 
who inhabit them. The report highlights research 
showing how people living in areas of concentrated 
disadvantage are more likely to suffer health problems, 
such as depression, asthma, heart disease, and diabetes.  
 
Take asthma, for example: About 40 percent of asthma 
episodes are triggered by the household presences of 
mold, dust mites, or rats. Black children, who are more 
likely to live in disadvantaged neighborhoods, are also 
more likely than white children to suffer from asthma 
than white children.  
 
“One’s health and life expectancy is determined more by 
ZIP code than genetic code,” the report concludes. 
 

 
…continued on page 2 

 

The German government has approved a law that bans 
fracking, ending years of dispute over the controversial 
technology to release oil and gas locked deep 
underground. Click here to read the article. 

GLOBAL INDOOR HEALTH NETWORK  
 

W O R K I N G  T O G E T H E R  F O R  H E A L T H Y  I N D O O R  E N V I R O N M E N T S  

I N  O U R  H O M E S ,  S C H O O L S  A N D  B U S I N E S S E S  
 

Millions of Americans Live in 

Hazardous Homes 

August 1, 2016 

   

Germany Bans Fracking 

https://www.organicconsumers.org/news/german-government-agrees-ban-fracking-after-years-dispute
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Millions of Americans Live in 

Hazardous Homes  

(continued from page 1) 

30 million homes in the U.S. 
have serious health and safety 

hazards, such as lead paint, 
mold, damaged plumbing,      
gas leaks, poor heating and 

structural problems 

See Complaints about mold problems on page 3 

Secretary of Housing and Urban Development Julián 
Castro says federal and local governments should be 
responsible for fixing poor living conditions.  

“Folks living in low-income communities are unaware of 
the problem, or if they are aware, they are not able to 
remediate it themselves,” he said last week during a press 
conference in which he announced that his department 
awarded $52.6 million in public grants to reduce lead 
exposure in homes. 

“There is a shortage of supply of high-quality, affordable 
housing, and we need more federal investment,” says 
Sarah Edelman, the director of housing policy for CAP. 
Only one in four people who are eligible for federal rental 
assistance actually get it, due to insufficient funding. 

One of the trends contributing to unsafe housing 
conditions in the U.S. is the growing number of people 
renting homes, versus buying them. According to CAP, the 
competition for rental properties has led families to 
tolerate substandard housing conditions.  

About half of all renters now spend more than 30 percent 
of their incomes on rent, which is a lot higher than 10 
years ago. 

If it were a renter’s market—or, perhaps more 
importantly, if affordable, high-quality property weren’t 
so out of reach for many Americans to own—people 
could be a lot pickier about where they lived. 

Click here to read the article. 

Millions of Americans Live in 

Hazardous Homes (continued) 

The physical condition of a home and neighborhood 
affect far more than a person’s health. A growing body of 
research shows that they may hurt a child’s academic 
performance and even a parent’s chance of finishing 
school.  

The CAP report cites the work of researchers at Harvard 
University, New York University, and the University of 
Chicago who tracked about 2,000 black children between 
the ages of 6 and 12 living in Chicago, monitoring their 
academic performance as they moved in and out of the 
city’s poor neighborhoods.  

After controlling for parents’ welfare status, income, 
occupation, and marital status, researchers found that 
children living in neighborhoods of concentrated 
disadvantage scored lower in measures of verbal ability, 
and were behind by the equivalent of one to two years of 
schooling.  

A child’s verbal ability is linked to educational 
achievement, employment rates, and other life outcomes, 
and the longer the children were exposed to these 
environments, the stronger the negative effect. 

Attention paid to the health hazards facing America’s 
poorest families has increased in recent months in part 
because of coverage of Flint, Michigan, where the supply 
of public drinking water was revealed to contain high 
levels of lead and other toxic metals. In fact, lead 
poisoning is a problem that spreads far beyond Flint, 
affecting about 500,000 children under the age of 6 in 
the United States.  

Researchers have demonstrated the alarming effects of 
being exposed to lead, which is found in paint on about 
23 million of the homes built before 1978, the year lead-
based paint was banned.  

Children with high levels of lead in their blood are more 
likely to drop out of high school and end up in the juvenile 
justice system. 

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2016/07/gas-leaks-mold-and-rats-millions-of-americans-live-in-hazardous-homes/492689/
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Complaints about Mold Problems Pile 

Up Among Apartment Residents 

A resident of a Buffalo Municipal Housing Authority 
apartment invited us inside to show us peeling, chipping 
paint and mold on the walls and ceiling. 

"She's worried about her health and because of the 
condition of the house, it gets her sick multiple times," 
said Pablo Rivera, a friend of the woman who helped 
translate for us. 

Rivera says the woman has been complaining to the 
BMHA for the past two years about the problem, but 
nothing's been done. 

"This has been two years. Now, how much has been 
done in two years when this first complaint came in? 
And now we have this happening," said Joe Mascia, a 
former BMHA commissioner and housing advocate. 

Mascia wonders if this case may be the tip of an 
iceberg. 

"We don't know how many other apartments in this 
facility look the same. It just so happened that I found 
out about it through Pablo because he was concerned 
about the lady's health," said Mascia. 

A few more residents said they've also had a problem 
with recurring mold and add that very little was done to 
fix it. 

In this case, just a few hours after we called the BMHA 
about the woman's mold problem, a crew was 
dispatched to the woman's apartment. A BMHA official 
says they were aware of the woman's complaints and 
that workers had responded to the apartment in the 
past to deal with the problem. 

"The Housing Authority says that they don't have the 
facilities, the manpower, whatever to fix it so, take it 
out on the residents? I don't feel that's the proper way 
to respond to the problem," said Mascia. 

Click here to read the article. 

Yukon Man Deals with Mold in His 

Apartment 

The upstairs apartment leaks water into 
his apartment after every rain. 

◆ 

Instead of fixing the problem, the landlord 
gave him a key to the empty apartment 
upstairs. 

She said “well here’s the key in case the 
rain comes, you can go up there and pour 
the water out of there.” 

Mold lines the ceiling of Gary Allen’s apartment in Yukon. 
He constantly has the fan and A/C on to air out the musty 
odor. 

Days after a storm, Allen’s carpets were still wet from 
flooding. He said the upstairs apartment leaks water into 
his apartment after every rain. On Friday, he woke up to 
rain dropping on his face and found water covering every 
inch of the apartment. 

Allen said instead of fixing the problem, the landlord gave 
him a key to the empty apartment upstairs. 

“She said well here’s the key in case the rain comes, you 
can go up there and pour the water out of there,” he said. 

Allen went upstairs to find large trash cans underneath 
holes in the roof. Even darker mold is spread across the 
ceiling. 

“I don’t want to wake up one morning lying under dry 
wall,” said Allen with fear that the roof above him will 
collapse. 

After reaching out to the Oklahoma State Health 
Department and the Department of Environmental 
Quality, News 9 learned there is no entity in the state that 
regulates mold 

The tenant said he can’t afford to move anywhere else.  

Click here to read the article. 

 
See Navy battles mould in ships on page 4 

http://www.twcnews.com/nys/buffalo/news/2016/07/29/lasalle-courts-mold-problems-bmha-mascia-.html
http://www.news9.com/story/32483536/yukon-man-deals-with-mold-in-his-apartment
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Canada’s Navy Frigates Have 

Serious Mould Problems 

All of Canada's front-line navy frigates have had 
serious mould problems, something that has routinely 
affected the health of sailors deployed overseas, a CBC 
News investigation has determined. 

The navy has struggled to deal with the blight in the 
ventilation systems of the warships since it was first 
documented aboard HMCS St. John's in the fall of 2011, 
but a former senior non-commissioned officer says his 
repeated pleas to fix the situation fell on deaf ears. 

In fact, former chief petty officer Patrick MacLaughlin 
claims the design flaw could have been entirely rectified 
during the recent life-extension program for the 
frigates, but federal officials deemed the cost — $1.2 
million per ship — to be too much. 

A series of documents and videos obtained by CBC 
News show not only mould-crusted vents, filters, ducts 
and even food stores, but also serious safety hazards 
resulting from an extraordinary buildup of 
condensation, which spills and splashes over electrical 
panels. 

MacLaughlin, who retired from the navy in 2005 but 
worked as a civilian in the naval engineering section of 
National Defence headquarters until 2013, says he 
raised alarm bells time and again about the problem. 
But he says he was told there was no money — in either 
the overhaul budget or the ongoing maintenance 
program — to correct the problem. 

"The navy is broke," MacLaughlin told CBC News in an 
exclusive interview. "We don't have money to buy 
parts. The navy is broke. When it comes to 
maintenance, the navy is 100 per cent broke."  

The commander of the East Coast fleet, Commodore 
Craig Baines, acknowledged mould is a fleet-wide 
concern. 

Click here to read the article. 

 

Staff at the Spartanburg County Courthouse are wearing 
masks after hearing the results on the health of the 
building. 
 
McKinney told us how her office floods when rainwater 
leaks thorough the windows and ceiling. 
 
“The problem is the building, we can all agree to that,” 
she said. 
 
Clerk of Court Hope Blackley showed us photos of the 
flooding and the mold that comes after. She’s been 
pushing the county to take action for two years. 
 
The photos show how the air vents in that room were 
covered in black. Even after being replaced, the recent 
indoor environmental quality investigation revealed 
“Microbial contamination within the wall cavity” of the 
courtroom. 
 
The Solicitor’s wing has elevated levels of mold in the air.  
Judge Turner’s room has toxic black mold in the walls. 
 
But what concerns employees the most is the fact that 
there are spores in the HVAC system. 
 
Click here to read the article. 
 
 

Mold Problems at Spartanburg County 

Courthouse (South Carolina) 

See Senator tours moldy courthouse on page 5 

Mould problems in Canadian Navy ships 

http://www.cbc.ca/news/politics/canadian-frigates-mouldy-1.3685779
http://wspa.com/2016/07/18/mold-problems-at-the-spartanburg-co-courthouse/
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The Texas Historical Commission has awarded emergency 
grants to Willacy and Cameron counties to help them 
repair their courthouses. 

In Raymondville, officials have waited years for state 
funding to help rid the 94-year-old courthouse of 
widespread mold. 

Now, officials will use a $402,970 grant to try to stop the 
spread of moisture, which has led to standing water in 
the basement, high humidity levels and mold in the 
Classical Revival courthouse completed in 1921. 

“It’s great news,” said Sally Velasquez, the county’s 
consultant. “This is a structurally endangered courthouse. 
It is very grave that we address this so we don’t lose it 
totally.” 

The commission awarded Cameron County $450,000 to 
help repair the Dancy Building’s terra cotta facade and 
flooding problem at 1100 E. Monroe St. Part of the 
courthouse’s terra cotta facade is deteriorating while rain 
is entering the building’s perimeter. 

In Raymondville, officials estimate it would cost $8.1 
million to $8.5 million to fund the courthouse’s complete 
restoration.  

Click here to read the article. 

Senator Marco Rubio toured the vacant Federal 
Courthouse in Downtown Pensacola Wednesday and 
said help could be on the way to re-mediate mold in 
the building. 

Some rooms are cordoned off the mold is so bad. 
Dehumidifiers hum in other areas. 

Chief Judge Casey Rodgers guided Rubio through the 
building, at times donning a protective mask. Rubio 
said his eyes were watering after just minutes in the 
building. 

After a study ruled the building dangerous, it was 
vacated last summer. Most of the functions moved 
down the street to the Arnow Federal Building. In the 
meantime, the federal government continues to pay 
rent on the courthouse. 

Two problems are at work. First, unlike most federal 
courthouses, the government doesn’t own the 
building. Second, its contract says the tenant – in this 
case a federal agency called the General Services 
Administration, or GSA – and not the owner – is 
responsible for maintenance. 

The building opened in 1999 on the site of the old San 
Carlos Hotel.  The mold, now in the baseboards, walls, 
and vents started showing up about five years later. 

“And it was just ignored for far too long,” Rubio said. 
“Had they jumped on it eight, ten years ago, 
remediation might have cost far less, but mold 
spreads and that’s what’s happened here, 
unfortunately.” 

Rubio says it will cost 32 million dollars to remediate 
the mold. The expenditure has crossed some key 
congressional hurdles but still needs the approval of 
house and senate committee chairmen. 

Click here to read the article. 

Check out GIHN’s newsletters from January 2016, 
December 2015 and May 2015 for more information 
about the mold problems in this federal courthouse. 

See Secondhand marijuana smoke on page 6 

Senator Tours Moldy Courthouse in 

Pensacola (Florida) 
 

Repairing Mold and Water Damage in 

Cameron and Willacy Courthouses (Texas) 

 

Federal Courthouse in Pensacola, Florida 

http://www.brownsvilleherald.com/news/valley/article_6b497ff4-52e2-11e6-bf76-0773b4ca8fa7.html#.V5gMN9qsO0Y.twitter
http://wkrg.com/2016/07/20/rubio-tours-moldy-courthouse/
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In a new study, arteries in rats that inhaled 
secondhand marijuana smoke for one minute carried 
blood less efficiently for at least 90 minutes. Similar 
exposure to secondhand tobacco smoke caused blood 
vessel impairment for 30 minutes. 

“While the effect is temporary for both cigarette and 
marijuana smoke, these temporary problems can turn 
into long-term problems if exposures occur often 
enough and may increase the chances of developing 
hardened and clogged arteries,” said Matthew 
Springer, Ph.D., study senior author and professor of 
medicine at the University of California, San 
Francisco’s Division of Cardiology. 

Researchers examined blood vessel function in rats 
before and after exposure to secondhand marijuana 
and tobacco smoke similar to real-world levels. 

“Arteries of rats and humans are similar in how they 
respond to secondhand tobacco smoke, so the 
response of rat arteries to secondhand marijuana 
smoke is likely to reflect how human arteries might 
respond,” Springer said. 

Researchers also found the mere burning of the plant 
material appears to cause the impaired blood vessels. 

The increasing number of states legalizing medicinal 
and recreational marijuana, along with increasing 
potential for corporate expansion within the cannabis 
industry, makes it important to understand the health 
consequences of secondhand marijuana smoke 
exposure, Springer said. 

“There is widespread belief that, unlike tobacco 
smoke, marijuana smoke is benign,” he said. “We in 
public health have been telling the public to avoid 
secondhand tobacco smoke for years. But we don’t tell 
them to avoid secondhand marijuana smoke, because 
until now we haven’t had evidence that it can be 
harmful.” 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Secondhand Marijuana Smoke 

Damages Blood Vessels More than 

Tobacco Smoke 

See Mould…in half of all rented homes on page 7 

Elevated Radon Levels in 78% of 

Minnesota Counties 

A state health department analysis has found that 78 
percent of Minnesota counties have radon levels in 
homes that are high enough that the Environmental 
Protection Agency "encourages mitigation" efforts to 
reduce potential health risks. 

The Minnesota Department of Health has created 
interactive county radon maps and charts that allow 
residents to see how high radon levels are in their county. 
The charts were created from five years of data from 
2010-2014 after testing of more than 86,000 properties. 

Radon is an odorless, colorless gas that occurs naturally in 
soil and is the leading cause of lung cancer among 
nonsmokers. It can enter homes through cracks or 
openings in walls or foundations. 

The data show that 80 percent of the homes tested in 
Stearns County had radon levels high enough that the EPA 
"recommends considering mitigation." In Sherburne 
County, that number was 73 percent; in Benton County, it 
was 65 percent. 

“Radon is a problem all across Minnesota but it can be 
hard to know if you have a problem because you can’t 
see it or smell it,” said Dan Tranter, MDH indoor air 
program supervisor, in a news release. “With the 
housing market heating up this summer, it is important 
for home buyers know their rights and get potential 
homes tested for radon so any problems can be fixed 
before buying a house.” 

Click here to read the article. 

 

 

http://news.heart.org/secondhand-marijuana-smoke-damages-blood-vessels-more-than-tobacco-smoke/
http://www.sctimes.com/story/news/local/2016/07/12/local-radon-levels-cause-concern/86983890/
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Mould is Prevalent in Half of All 

Rented Homes (New Zealand) 

 
Mould is prevalent in almost half of all rented homes, 
and renters take more sick days than the national 
average. 
 
Those are two key findings from a new survey that aims 
to gain an insight on the way we live and cope with 
winter chills. 
 
The HRV State of Home Survey of 1450 people, 
conducted by Buzz Channel in collaboration with Charles 
Crothers, Professor of Sociology at AUT, also found that 
56 per cent of landlords refused to do anything about 
poor insulation when contacted by tenants. 
 
Crothers says the survey showed damp mouldy 
accommodation is widespread, but it is tenants and 
families living in sub-standard rental accommodation 
who are worse off. 
 
"It's well known that New Zealand homes aren't 
especially good at helping us to stay warm and dry but 
we now find ourselves in a renters-versus-the-rest 
situation. Those who are renting are more likely to suffer 
a lot, with a quarter suffering from a cold home and 20 
per cent living in houses that are difficult to heat."  
 
The effects of sub-standard housing can be major, says 
Professor Crothers, with one in five moving out of a 
house because of factors such as dampness or mould.  
 
"For renters that statistic is even higher with almost a 
third moving out of a home because it was damp, cold or 
mouldy – or all of those things." 
 
"People are not settling for anything less these days than 
a warm, dry, and healthy home," says Gordon. "It's what 
people want and expect – and it shouldn't matter if you 
rent or own your home."  
 
He says the plight of renters is worrying and changes 
proposed in the Healthy Home Guarantees Bill will help 
to improve the standard of rental properties. 
 
Click here to read the article. 
 

The NBC2 Investigators uncover black mold inside the 
homes of people with a stucco defect issue they're now 
stuck with. 
 
The mold was discovered during a home inspection with 
Louis Korchick of Eagle Eye Home Inspection. 
 
"Mold growing all over the back of the sheetrock," 
Korchick said. "The wood down here is totally rotted 
away." 
 
Hogan and others spoke with NBC2 last week after they 
realized their homes were impacted by a significant 
defect that allows water to seep in through their 
windows and stucco. It even came through the weather-
resistant barrier that is supposed to protect their 
interior wood. 
 
"Now we have rotten wood with houses that are 
eventually going to fall down or second floor that's 
going to fall down," Hogan said. 
 
"We have hundreds and hundreds of cases (against 
several homebuilders). We see it as a widespread issue 
affecting most all Florida homeowners," Tampa attorney 
Josh Burnett said. 
 
"Unfortunately, the point where you pass that 10-year 
mark, there's not much recourse against the builder," 
Burnett said. 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Mold Caused by Builder Defects in 

Beazer Homes (Florida) 

See U.S. Postal Service on page 8 

Mould is prevalent in almost 
half of all rented homes. 

◆ 

The plight of renters is worrying 
and changes proposed in the 
Healthy Home Guarantee Bill 
will help to improve the 
standard of rental properties. 

http://www.stuff.co.nz/life-style/home-property/82264934/new-stateofhome-survey-shows-renters-left-in-the-cold
http://www.nbc-2.com/story/32457888/black-mold-from-home-builder-defect-causing-homeowners-headaches#.V55t4OsrK01
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Postal Service employees are exposed to asbestos, mold 
and other “sanitary issues” in agency buildings where 
birds and squirrels sometimes run amuck, which could 
result in nearly $19 million in fines, a government 
watchdog reported. 
 
Most of the 20 Postal Service facilities examined by the 
agency’s inspector general (IG) had safety issues, security 
lapses or potential Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA) violations, which threaten 
employee and customer safety and risk lawsuits and 
worker compensation fees. 
 
“The Postal Service must improve adherence to building 
maintenance, safety and security standards, and 
employee working condition requirements at its retail 
facilities,” the Wednesday report said.  
 
Management neglected “cleaning and general 
maintenance and repairs” and “concerns for health, safety 
and security.” 
 
Such lapses could result in “OSHA fines and penalties; 
poor employee morale and increased turnover; risk of 
injuries to customers and employees; and related costs 
such as workers’ compensation claims, loss of work and 
productivity, and lawsuits,” the report continued.  
 
Specifically, 90 percent of the inspected facilities had 
potential OSHA violations, such as “locked or blocked 
emergency exits, asbestos and mold, improper storage of 
flammable materials, insect infestation, trip hazards, and 
exposed electrical outlets and switches,” as well as 
“sanitary issues,” the report said. 
 
The Postal Service leases or owns more than 30,000 retail 
facilities across the U.S. This audit was the first in a series 
focusing on Postal Service buildings’ appearance, safety 
and security. 
 
Click here to read the article. 
 
 

U.S. Postal Service Employees 

Exposed to Asbestos, Mold and 

Sanitary Issues 

GIHN received a request for information regarding 
HUD’s proposal to make public housing smoke free. 
 
GIHN provided the following information: 
 
HUD has been working on this transition to smoke-
free housing for several years.  In 2009 and 2012, 
HUD came out with guidance on how to adopt 
smoke-free policies in public housing. More than 600 
public housing agencies, or about 20 percent of 
3,200, have banned indoor smoking since 2009 when 
HUD began pressing for smoke-free policies. 
 
In November 2015, HUD came out with proposed 
regulations.  If this proposed regulation is adopted, 
the changes would take effect in two years.  The final 
regulation is still being completed.   
 
In regard to e-cigarettes, during the comment period, 
HUD was encouraged to expand the proposed rule to 
include e-cigarettes and other electronic nicotine 
delivery systems, with a reference to growing 
evidence of carcinogenic and other harmful 
chemicals in e-cigarette liquid and vapor.  
 
For additional information from HUD which is aimed 
at helping public housing agencies to adopt smoke-
free policies: 
 
Click here for HUD’s web page with tips about how to 
implement smoke-free housing and click here for 
HUD’s publication titled “Smoke Free Housing—A 
Toolkit for Owners/Management Agents of Federally 
Assisted Public and Multi-family Housing” 
 

Update on HUD Proposal for 

Smoke-Free Public Housing 

See Indoor air pollutants…respiratory on page 9 

 

 

http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/21/postal-service-exposes-employees-to-asbestos-mold-and-sanitary-issues/
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/smokefreetoolkits1
https://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/documents/huddoc?id=pdfowners.pdf
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Indoor Air Pollutants Linked to 

Respiratory Problems (France) 

The increase in respiratory conditions in children has 
risen disturbingly over recent years, and currently about 
10% of European 6-7 year olds suffer from asthma. In 
the UK, about 10% of children are also affected by 
rhinoconjunctivitis, which can be caused by pollen but 
has also been attributed to airborne pollutants. 

One of the exacerbating factors contributing to these 
health problems is the quality of indoor air, coupled to 
the fact that children in developed countries spend an 
average of 80% of their time in closed environments. Air 
circulation is low due to sealed windows and closed 
doors, which also trap compounds that are emitted from 
the contents.  

Carpets, building materials, paint, furnishings and 
consumer products all release volatile and semi-volatile 
components which are known to affect human health. 

A team of researchers in France has added to the 
growing knowledge of indoor pollutants by measuring 
the levels of 18 volatile compounds (VOCs) and 9 semi-
volatile compounds (SVOCs) in the air of 150 homes in 
France where children live. They paid particular 
attention to trihalomethanes which are disinfection by-
products produced by the reaction of chlorine with 
organic pollutants in water, since reports of their 
emission from water during showering and bathing are 
few and far between. 

VOCs were trapped over five days in the children’s 
bedrooms, using a set of passive samplers that 
contained 2,4-dinitrophenylhydrazine to convert the 
aldehydes present into their hydrazones for the 
subsequent GCMS analysis. Formaldehyde, 
acetaldehyde, hexanal, benzaldehyde, toluene, 
ethylbenzene, the three xylenes, α-pinene, limonene, 
decane, undecane, dodecane and their isomers were 
targeted. 

The SVOCs in the living rooms were trapped in their 
particulate forms on filters and in vapour forms on 
polyurethane foams.  

 

Here, a number of phthalate esters [dimethyl, diethyl, 
diisobutyl, dibutyl, benzyl butyl, di(2-ethylhexyl) and 
diisononyl] as well as the synthetic musks tonalide and 
galaxolide were the primary targets. 
 
The trihalomethanes were found in the air in the 
majority of homes with detection frequencies of 75-
89% and a total concentration mean of 57.8 µg/m3. 
 
All of the VOCs were detected in the living room air at 
levels that were consistent with earlier French and 
Canadian studies.  
 
Levels of formaldehyde were the greatest, being higher 
than 30 µg/m3 in 40% of the homes and having a 
median concentration of 28.4 µg/m3. This level 
presents a significant health hazard for children due to 
associations with wheezing, asthma and 
rhinoconjunctivitis.  
 
The concentrations of the other VOCs were also 
significant with regard to health issues. 
 
All of the target SVOCs were found indoors, with some 
of the phthalates (dimethyl, diethyl, dibutyl) present in 
all dwellings and at the highest median concentrations. 
 
The widespread contamination of indoor air in French 
houses at levels regarded as high by the WHO 
illustrates the degree of potential risk to children and 
the results are currently being used in an exposure 
assessment. 
 
Click here to read the article. 
 
 

Indoor Air Pollutants Linked to 

Respiratory Problems (France)—cont’d 

See Former Senator Nate Holden on page 10 

 

Carpets, building materials, paint, 
furnishings and consumer 
products all release volatile and 
semi-volatile components which 
are known to affect human health. 

http://www.spectroscopynow.com/details/ezine/1560298c259/Indoor-air-pollutants-Links-to-respiratory-problems-in-French-houses.html?tzcheck=1&tzcheck=1
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Former state senator and Los Angeles City Councilman 
Nate Holden sued a Marina del Rey condominium 
complex Friday, alleging a water leak into his unit 
developed into mold that made him ill. 

Holden’s Los Angeles Superior Court lawsuit against the 
Marina City Club alleges breach of contract, negligence, 
premises liability and negligent infliction of emotional 
distress.  

Other defendants in the suit include the Marina City 
Club Condominium Owners Association, which Holden 
formerly headed. 

The 87-year-old plaintiff, who formerly represented the 
South Bay in the state Legislature, seeks unspecified 
damages. 

The suit states that water constantly leaked into 
Holden’s condominium from a neighbor’s unit, 
eventually forcing him to relocate in July 2015 after 20 
years.  

At that time, he began to have health problems that he 
believed were related to the water seepage, according 
to his complaint. 

Investigations into the unit’s water damage showed the 
presence of toxic black mold, as well as “significant 
moisture and water damage,’’ according to Holden’s 
court papers. 

Holden served in the state Senate from 1974-78 and 
represented the 10th District on the City Council from 
1987-2002. 

Click here to read the article. 

 

 

Former Senator Nate Holden Sues 

Marina City Club over Water Damage 

and Mold 

Sodexo, the world leader in Quality of Life Services, 
announced today that all of its directors of facility 
management (FM) in the K-12 schools it serves across 
the U.S. have completed the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) Indoor Air Quality (IAQ) 
Master Class Professional Training Series.  
 
Sodexo is the first and only contract services company 
to fully recognize the importance of the EPA training to 
ensure that all of its facility directors are idyllically 
equipped to manage IAQ in schools.  
 
The Sodexo facility directors that have completed the 
entire IAQ Master Class Training Series represent nearly 
80 percent of all FM professionals that have completed 
the EPA training series to date. 
 
The EPA professional training course work provides 
education from basic orientation to detailed knowledge 
in ventilation, particulate suspension, filtration and 
other aspects of indoor air quality. 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Sodexo Becomes First Company to Require 

its Facility Directors to Complete EPA’s 

IAQ Master Class Professional Training 

Website:  http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
 
Health Effects: 
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health-effects 
 
Position Statement:  
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-
position-statement 

Quick Links: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)  

Indoor Air Quality (IAQ)  

Master Class Professional Training  

http://www.dailybreeze.com/general-news/20160701/former-sen-nate-holden-sues-marina-city-club-over-water-leak-mold
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/sodexo-becomes-first-company-to-require-its-school-facility-directors-to-complete-epas-indoor-air-quality-master-class-professional-training-300298846.html
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health-effects
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-position-statement
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-position-statement

