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According to a study commissioned by the Trade Union 
of Education in Finland (OAJ), poor indoor air quality is a 
health risk in two-thirds of the country’s schools and 
day-care centres. School heads and industrial safety 
delegates from 155 different municipalities took part in 
the OAJ survey. 
 
“The matter has been handled poorly. Now something 
has to be done”, demands OAJ working environment 
official Riina Länsikallio. 
 
According to Länsikallio, water damage and damp issues 
alone are a problem in around 2,000 schools and day-
care centres across the country. 
 
Some of the structures are in such a poor state that 
pulling them down and replacing them with a new 
building would be the cheapest option. 
 
“The Ministry of Finance estimated towards the end of 
last year that the repair debt of the country’s schools is 
in the region of EUR 3.7 billion. According to OAJ’s 
estimate, it is slightly higher, around EUR 4 billion and 
rising”, Länsikallio says. 
 
“The scale of the problem took us by surprise, for efforts 
have been made to keep the issue alive. We must look 
after the daily working environment of the children and 
the young as well as the teachers.” 
 
In one place in the country at least, the teachers and the 
pupils' parents became so fed up with the indoor air 
problem that they took matters into their own hands and 
called a week-long strike, pulling the kids out of school 
for five days. This direct action in Vähäkyrö in Southern 
Ostrobothnia got results: the Tervajoki School moved 
into temporary premises last March, and the pupils will 
stay there until the old school is repaired or a new one 
built in its place. 
 
IAQ a Health Risk in Two Out of Three Finnish Schools 
 
      

Indoor Air Quality a Health Risk in 

Two Out of Three Finnish Schools 

 

If you would like to support GIHN’s mission and vision, 
there are several convenient ways to make donations. 
 
Check out the Donate page on our website 
 
For more details, check out the GIHN fundraising letter 
that includes a cover page, a 1-page flyer and a 2-page 
letter.  The flyer gives an over of GIHN, and the letter 
contains key statistics and quotes from several 
research papers. 
 
Please share this information with friends, family, 
colleagues or other possible donors. 
 

GIHN Fundraising 

 

FUNDRAISING 

 

http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://www.hs.fi/english/article/Indoor+air+quality+a+health+risk+in+two+out+of+three++Finnish+schools/1329104658857
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/donate.html
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/GIHN_Fundraising_letter.pdf
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5. Keep your school clean without dangerous 
chemicals. Use certified green cleaning products, 
such as those endorsed by Design for the 
Environment, Green Seal, and EcoLogo, along with 
advanced cleaning methods to prevent dirt and germs 
described in this Guide to Green Cleaning. Ensure 
disinfecting and sanitizing chemicals are used 
appropriately. 

 
6. Don’t overlook portable classrooms, which are 

vulnerable to air quality problems.  Common 
problems in portable classrooms include poor 
ventilation systems, chemical off-gassing from 
pressed wood materials, and mold growth. Establish a 
plan for inspecting and performing specific 
maintenance tasks in your portable classrooms, just 
as you would with the main school facility, such as 
looking for water intrusion, and making sure 
ventilation systems are functioning properly.  

 
7. Stop unnecessary idling of buses and cars at school 

drop-off zones where kids breathe harmful 
exhaust.  There are great programs with ready-to-use 
resources and free signage to help your school start a 
“no-idle zone.” If you’re in the Puget Sound area, 
check out CoolMom and Airwatch NW for toolkits.  

  
8. Eliminate stockpiles of hazardous and unneeded 

chemicals used in science labs, art studios, and 
custodial areas, and properly store the remaining 
chemicals. The King County Rehab the Lab Project, 
Art Chemical Hazards Project and School Chemicals 
List help simplify this process. 

 
To read the entire article, go to this link: 
 
ABCs for a Healthy School 

ABCs for a Healthy School 

 From the Washington Toxics Coalition in Seattle, 
Washington:   

Studies show that children learn and behave better in 
schools that maintain a healthy indoor environment. 
There are many practical, cost-effective steps schools 
can take to protect the health of students and staff. 
Parents can use the following important goals to start 
asking questions and join in the effort to help their 
school promote a healthy environment:     

1. Protect the children in your school from exposure 
to pesticides. Schools should have policies to 
prohibit the most toxic pesticides and take action 
to reduce pest problems by eliminating food, 
water, and shelter for pests, sealing cracks and 
crevices in buildings, installing door sweeps, and 
proper cleaning. Learn more about Integrated Pest 
Management (IPM) in schools here.  

 
2. Improve school air with an indoor air quality 

(IAQ) plan.  Sources of indoor air pollution in 
schools are varied and can include mold, 
combustion products like carbon monoxide, and 
volatile organic compounds (VOCs) from toxic 
building materials. There are many simple steps 
schools can take to promote healthy air including 
opening fresh air intakes and windows to increase 
ventilation and using “walk-off” mats at all 
entrances to collect dirt and moisture. Learn more 
via EPA’s IAQ Tools for Schools.   

 
3. Renovate and perform maintenance safely, and 

use new construction projects as an opportunity 
to incorporate healthy building materials. School 
renovations or repairs should include a plan to 
keep occupants safe from lead, asbestos, and PCBs 
that may be present. Use renovations as an 
opportunity to incorporate green building 
materials at your school, like choosing safer 
alternatives to PVC building materials. 

 
4. Ensure that drinking water in your school is safe 

for children.  Schools should test the water at 
drinking outlets to know if action to reduce lead 
exposure is needed. If there are elevated lead 
levels, use the EPA’s list of important short- and 
long-term steps your school can take to protect 
kids.  

 

ABCs for a Healthy School (continued) 

See Navy Family Sues…mold made them ill on page 3 

 

http://watoxics.org/toxicswatch/abcs-for-a-healthy-school?org=398&lvl=100&ite=2610&lea=157&ctr=0&par=1
http://watoxics.org/healthy-living/healthy-families/healthy-schools/healthy-schools-over
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Navy Family Sues, Says Mold in 

Housing Made them Ill 

 A Navy family is suing the company that manages 
thousands of military housing units in Hampton Roads, 
alleging that a severe mold infestation caused them a 
variety of ongoing health problems. 

The lawsuit, which seeks $3.7 million in damages, is the 
second mold-related suit against Lincoln Military 
Housing to reach federal court in Norfolk. Lincoln 
manages about 4,400 rental units in the region in a 
public-private partnership with local military bases. 

At least five more cases are pending in state court. 

In the latest case, Natasha Chaparro and her husband, 
Petty Officer 2nd Class Angel Manuel Chaparro-
Mendoza, allege that their entire family became ill over a 
nearly two-year period, during which heavy mold growth 
was found in their townhouse near Norfolk Naval 
Station. 

The Chaparros moved into their house on Noemfoor 
Avenue with their two young sons in May 2010. Within 
weeks, they were dealing with water leaks, first with a 
toilet and then with the dishwasher. In each case, they 
allege, it was a week or more before maintenance 
workers responded to their calls, by which time the leaks 
had caused discoloring and peeling of the linoleum 
floors. 

By August 2011, the Chaparros allege, visible mold was 
growing on the dining room ceiling and ceiling fan, every 
air vent in the house and the crib of their younger child, 
2-year-old Gabriel. The entire family became sick, 
requiring numerous emergency room and doctor visits, 
they say. 

"It seemed like we had yearlong allergies, all of us," 
Natasha Chaparro said in an interview at her kitchen 
table Friday. "It was just constant." 

Gabriel began having seizures.  

An inspection in February revealed heavy mold growth, 
according to the lawsuit. 

Navy Family Sues, Says Mold in Housing Made Them Ill 

Presume for a moment an employee complains to 
Human Resources that a co-worker's perfume makes 
her want to choke. The workplace sometimes brings us 
"closer" together and one worker's scent can be 
another worker's source of distraction or even 
discomfort. If the complaining employee's problem is 
just a matter of personal preference, then the employer 
has no legal duty to take action, but may want to 
explore a diplomatic way to resolve the dispute. On the 
other hand, a recent decision by the United States 
District Court for the Southern District of Ohio shows 
that, in some circumstances, this issue can result in a 
legal challenge. 
 
In Core v. Champaign Cty. Board of County 
Commissioners, (S.D. Ohio No. 3:11-CV-00166), an 
employee sued the County under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA) and under Ohio disability 
discrimination law for not accommodating her request 
for a "fragrance-free" workplace policy. The employee 
suffered from severe asthma and chemical sensitivity to 
certain perfumes and other scents.  
 
The case was before the court on a motion by the 
employer to throw the Complaint out before it ever 
reached a trial. The employer argued it was impossible 
to provide the employee a fragrance-free workplace 
since her job required that she be exposed to members 
of the public. The court denied the employer's motion, 
saying that the requested accommodation of requiring 
employees to be fragrance-free would at least minimize 
and limit the employee's exposure to perfumes, even if 
it did not eliminate all fragrances.   
 
To read the entire article: 
 
Employer Refusal To Provide A "Fragrance-Free" 
Workplace May Violate ADA 

Employer Refusal to Provide a Fragrance-

Free Workplace May Violate ADA 

 

See Member Profile: Paul Strauss on page 4 

 

http://hamptonroads.com/2012/08/navy-family-sues-says-mold-housing-made-them-ill
http://www.employerlawreport.com/2012/08/articles/eeo/employer-refusal-to-provide-a-fragrancefree-workplace-may-violate-ada/#axzz24nL73h7b
http://www.employerlawreport.com/2012/08/articles/eeo/employer-refusal-to-provide-a-fragrancefree-workplace-may-violate-ada/#axzz24nL73h7b
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Member Profile: Paul Strauss 

 After graduating from the Florida Institute of 
Technology in 1986, I was employed by the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection’s – Technical 
Assistance section investigating hazardous waste sites, 
public-treatment works & solid-waste landfills. In 
addition, the Technical Assistance team conducted 
detailed water-shed assessments for the South Florida 
region including Lake Okeechobee and its tributaries at 
a time when massive algal blooms threatened the 
lake’s entire ecological balance.     
 
After pursuing a new opportunity in 1989 with the 
Palm Beach County School District’s - Environmental & 
Conservation Services department, I am currently 
employed as an Environmental Manager that 
supervises the District’s EPA award-winning IAQ 
program. In addition to administrative duties, I also 
oversee the radon gas and petroleum programs.  I hold 
a number of IAQ-related certifications including 
American IAQ Council’s CIEC designation.  I am also an 
LEED-AP BD+C accredited professional and fully 
engaged in the District’s wide-ranging sustainability 
efforts.    
 
The Palm Beach County School District is Florida’s 5th 
largest with 174,000 + students and 178 schools.  In 
addition, the District owns & operates numerous 
transportation centers, maintenance facilities and 
administrative complexes.   
 
The IAQ program was developed with the goal of 
improving indoor conditions for all staff & students to 
enhance the educational experience and increase 
employee health & productivity. The IAQ team includes 
environmental specialists and a Certified Industrial 
Hygienist that work together to investigate threats to 
favorable IAQ conditions and serve as managers for 
IAQ improvement projects. On average, the IAQ team 
conducts 400 + assessments each year and manages 
100 + IAQ-related projects.  
 
 

The Palm Beach County School District is among only 
a handful of Districts nationwide that employ a 
Sustainability & Recycling Coordinator. The IAQ 
program works hand-in-hand with sustainability 
initiatives including the District’s requirement that all 
new construction meet minimum LEED-silver 
certification level.    
 
Other successful District sustainability programs that 
benefit IAQ conditions include “green” cleaning, 
integrated pest management (IPM), computerized 
energy management systems and “green” schools 
recognition and awards.  
 
A unique partnership was also forged with our local 
American Lung Association to develop a very 
successful   “Asthma-Friendly Schools”   program that 
identifies asthma triggers in elementary and middle 
school centers and issues recommendations for 
corrective actions. Successful participants receive 
Board recognition and are certified.   
 
I am a University of Florida – IFAS Master Naturalist 
and active volunteer in the Florida State Park system. 
I hold a Wildland fire-fighter certification and assist 
with prescribed burns and wildfire suppression. I 
enjoy nature photography and golfing and serve as a 
board member for the Florida - Coastal Conservation 
Association. I am also an avid saltwater angler and 
boater and enjoy exploring Florida’s captivating semi-
tropical waterways with my wife Missy and our three 
energetic daughters.     
 
 

See Homeowners at Odds with Builder on page 5 
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A group of homeowners in Bradenton (Florida) are 
involved in a lawsuit with their builder, KB Home. 
 
Residents who live in the townhomes in the Willowbrook 
community said KB Home built them unsafe and 
unhealthy homes. As a result, they want the builder to 
buy back their homes. 
 
Around 40 homeowners said major water intrusion has 
rotted away the wood framing and walls in their homes. 
Some of the homeowners said the water is causing mold 
issues. 
 
“What they did was garbage,” said Armando Oyloa 
Delgado, who owns a home there. 
 
Delgado said since moving into his home six years ago, 
it’s been a nightmare. He said the outside and inside are 
falling apart. 
 
“These buildings need to be condemned,” he said.  “It’s 
not only because of the water intrusion that’s coming in, 
but once they peel back walls, they see structure 
defects.” 
 
To be safe, he moved his family out. 
 
Dan and Ashley Koehler are still their home. 
 
The couple, who has a 1-year-old son, not only worry 
about their health because of the mold issues, but also 
their safety. Their back porch has severe water damage 
and is falling apart. 
 
“If I were to step on my porch right now, I would literally 
fall through,” Dan Koehler said.  "There’s a three to four 
foot hole in the middle of it.  I would fall straight 
through.” 
 
Residents said KB Home has fixed a few of the problems. 
However, they said the problems always came back. All 
said the builder is now ignoring their requests. 
 
Residents are demanding that KB Home buy their homes 
back from them. 
 
Homeowners at Odds With Builder Over Mold and Water 
Intrusion 

Homeowners at Odds with Builder 

Over Mold and Water Intrusion 

A dying woman has convinced leading industry 
experts to support her campaign to raise awareness 
about the dangers of mould.  
 
Deidre Lodge, 57, of Stifford Road, in South 
Ockendon, has secured the backing of the Institute of 
Specialist Surveyors and Engineers (ISSE).  
 
The former nurse, now terminally ill with the lung 
condition Aspergillosis caused by mould spores, said 
she was delighted with the ISSE’s support.  
 
She said: “I am really pleased the institute is 
supporting my campaign, which was sparked after I 
was diagnosed with Aspergillus in 2006.  
 
“I hope we can work together to make more 
homeowners, landlords and tenants aware that a 
lack of ventilation can causes damp, which in turn 
leads to mould and can, as I have found out, destroy 
health.”  
 
The grandmother of three, who is now being cared 
for by her husband Simon, 48, wants local councils 
across the country to adopt the ISSE’s Home Log 
Book scheme to tackle mould and damp in council 
homes.  
 
“Damp can have horrendous consequences on 
people’s health and by working with councils and 
tenants, we are hopeful that we can go some way to 
improving living conditions for generations to come.” 
 
Industry Experts Back a Dying Woman’s Campaign to  
Raise Awareness About the Dangers of Mould 

Industry Experts Back Dying Woman’s 

Campaign to Raise Awareness about 

the Dangers of Mould 

 

See Landlord Gets 4 Years in Prison on page 6 

 

 
Homeowners at odds with builder—KB Home--

over mold and water intrusion 

 

http://www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/bn9/2012/8/1/manatee_homeowners_a.html
http://www.baynews9.com/content/news/baynews9/news/article.html/content/news/articles/bn9/2012/8/1/manatee_homeowners_a.html
http://www.yellowad.co.uk/news.cfm?id=28683&headline=Top+industry+experts+back+a+dying+woman%E2%80%99s+campaign
http://www.yellowad.co.uk/news.cfm?id=28683&headline=Top+industry+experts+back+a+dying+woman%E2%80%99s+campaign


 

Page 6 

 
Global Indoor Health Network 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Working Together for Healthy Indoor Environments 

Landlord Gets 4 Years in Prison for Hiring 

Homeless People to Remove Asbestos 

XX 

 
A Pueblo (Colorado) landlord was sentenced to four 
years in state prison for hiring homeless people to 
remove asbestos from the condemned multi-family 
home he was demolishing. Thomas K. Tienda, 49, was 
convicted on eight felonies in the case prosecuted by 
the Colorado Attorney General's Office.  
 
"Sheer greed drove Tienda to cut costs at the expense 
of the public and jeopardized the health of vulnerable 
members of our society, the homeless," said Colorado 
Attorney General John Suthers said in a statement 
Friday. "A four-year prison sentence is appropriate and 
proves that this type of unscrupulous behavior will not 
go unpunished." 
 
Prosecutors said Tienda lacked proper permits and 
hired homeless men instead of licensed professionals 
to do the work. Besides releasing asbestos during the 
demolition, Tienda also used asbestos-contaminated 
debris to fill for potholes at his other properties. 
 
Landlord Gets 4 Years in Prison for Hiring Homeless 
People to Remove Asbestos 
 

 

Students Relocated Due to Asbestos 
 
Officials of the Riverside Local Schools District have 
come up with a plan on where students will begin fall 
classes after asbestos was discovered earlier this week 
at Hale Elementary. 

“It was a challenge, because we found out about this 
Monday morning,” said superintendent Jim Kalis. 

The asbestos was discovered after some construction 
workers accidentally loosened some floor tiles. 

“As a precaution, we chose to close the building 
down,” Kalis said. 

Students Relocated Due to Asbestos 

 

 

Hundreds of students in a southern New Jersey school 
district will start the upcoming academic year on split 
sessions due to mold problems at one district school. 

Manchester Township school officials announced 
Monday that the district's middle school will be 
shuttered for several months after mold was found 
earlier this month on the building's first floor. The cost 
of the cleanup has not yet been determined, and it's 
not known how long the restoration work will take. 

Classes for the more than 700 students due to attend 
the middle school will be held at the district's high 
school until the cleanup work is completed. Officials say 
high school students will have classes from 7 a.m. to 
noon, while the middle school students will attend 
classes from noon to 5 p.m. 

Southern New Jersey School Shuttered Indefinitely by 
Mold 
 

 
 
 
 

Southern New Jersey School Shuttered 

Indefinitely by Mold 
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Quick Links: 

 
Manchester, New Jersey, Middle School 

closed indefinitely due to mold 

http://www.democraticunderground.com/10021154628
http://www.democraticunderground.com/10021154628
http://fox8.com/2012/08/10/district-relocates-students-due-to-asbestos/
http://fox8.com/2012/08/10/district-relocates-students-due-to-asbestos/
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/20/4742265/southern-nj-school-shuttered-indefinitely.html#storylink=cpy
http://www.sacbee.com/2012/08/20/4742265/southern-nj-school-shuttered-indefinitely.html#storylink=cpy
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://cafepress.com/globalindoorhealthnetwork
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/donate.html
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/members.html

