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In what appears to be the first-ever RCRA § 7003  
“imminent and substantial endangerment” order for 
vapor intrusion, US EPA Region 4 issued an order for the 
US Army to take expedited corrective measures at the 
former Fort Gillem site in Forest Park, Georgia.  The 
former Fort’s primary missions, which lasted from the 
1940s until the base was closed in 2011 under the Base 
Realignment and Closure Act (BRAC) V, were training and 
materiel supply from World War II through the Persian 
Gulf conflict.  As a result, the US EPA alleges that these 
activities resulted in soil, sediment, surface water, and 
groundwater contamination.  Specifically, the US EPA 
alleges:  

1) off-site surface water, groundwater, and soil gas 
contamination by volatile organic compounds, 
particularly trichloroethene (TCE), tetrachloroethene 
and 1, 1,2,2-tetrachloroethane, originating from 
various Installation Restoration Program sites; 

2) “[r]elatively large contaminated groundwater 
plumes” with maximum concentrations exceeding 
100 times the maximum contaminant level under the 
Safe Drinking Water Act; and  

3) the migration of TCE and other contaminants in 
groundwater beyond the Site boundary into the 
adjoining residential neighborhoods. 

In its press release, the US EPA recognizes that the US 
Army has been studying indoor air vapor intrusion at the 
Site, but the US EPA is “concerned at the service’s failure 
to implement the expeditious mitigation measures that 
are revealed by the study to be warranted for numerous 
residents.”   

Reach the article, the Order and the EPA press release. 

New GMO Pesticide that Doctors are 

Warning Against 

 A recent episode of the Dr. Oz Show discusses a new 
GMO pesticide (called Enlist Duo) that doctors are 
warning against.  As they state in the video, “the 
health of your brain could be a casualty.” 
 
They also discuss the “Drift Factor” which explains 
how pesticides “drift” far away from where they are 
initially applied—affecting the air quality in homes, 
schools and other buildings.  The Environmental 
Working Group found there are 5,500 schools within 
200 feet of GMO farms.   
 
Click here to watch the video, or click here to read a 
news article and find out how you can get involved. 
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http://www.lexology.com/library/detail.aspx?g=69d19f4d-c55c-4d90-a97c-1f520db1937d
http://environblog.jenner.com/files/epa2014_1706a.pdf
http://yosemite.epa.gov/opa/admpress.nsf/596e17d7cac720848525781f0043629e/e7a499c14475c62e85257d5d0056b21a!OpenDocument
http://www.doctoroz.com/episode/new-gmo-pesticide-doctors-are-warning-against
http://www.tvshowupdate.com/dr-oz-enlist-duo-pesticide-petition-against-gmo-24-d/
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He said questions were posed to the Assistant 
Commissioner Regional WA Gary Dreibergs on 
Wednesday afternoon but "no firm answer was given." 
 
"We were also not told whether testing occurred before 
the cleaning," he said. "We are unaware of any 
contemporary investigative doctrine that prescribes the 
sterilising of a crime scene before it has been tested. 
 
"Because of our grave concern for the welfare of 
Members, I have now urged them to file workplace health 
and safety forms with WA Police as soon as officers feel 
any ill effects or respiratory distress and seek immediate 
medical attention," Mr. Tilbury said. 
 
Two years ago, the state government confirmed that 
potentially toxic spores had been discovered at eight 
sites in the North West, including Karratha and South 
Hedland police stations, a Broome Hospital operating 
theatre, the Hedland Health Campus emergency 
department, Hedland Senior High School and TAFEs. 
 
Karratha officers have made several discoveries of mould 
infestations since 2011, including the back of a 
whiteboard covered in mould, plus spores on gun 
holsters, belts and other items. 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Police Union Demands Testing of 

‘Sick’ Pilbara Stations (Australia) 

The WA Police Union says it will demand WorkSafe 
inspectors examine two Pilbara police stations hit by a 
plague of mould and bacteria if WA Police refuses to 
allow an independent air testing audit. 

Union president George Tilbury said officers at 
Karratha and South Hedland police stations had been 
grappling with "sick building syndrome" for years and 
the force had done little to address the situation to 
ensure the health and safety of officers. 

At least one Pilbara-based officer has been diagnosed 
with legionnaires' disease, but several others have 
reported serious respiratory illnesses believed to be 
linked to the mould outbreaks, which have occurred 
since 2011. 

Mr. Tilbury said the union would commission 
independent air quality testing so a thorough 
examination of both Pilbara police stations could be 
conducted. 

"This includes the air-conditioning duct work, to 
ascertain if mould, bacteria and other allergens are 
present in sufficient quantities to cause harm or ill 
health," he said. 

"The [union] board also recommended that if WA 
Police prevent the entry of such an independent body, 
then I am authorised to exercise any lawful avenue to 
ensure member safety, including requesting that a 
WorkSafe inspector attend the premises." 

On Wednesday, cleaners saturated the Karratha 
complex with an over-powering "noxious substance", 
leaving staff complaining of headaches and feeling 
unwell, the union said. One woman suffered vomiting 
and two people took sick leave on Thursday. 

Mr. Tilbury accused police of trying to cover up the 
issue, saying a police officer lodged a complaint on 
Sunday about continuous and uncontrollable coughing 
in parts of the Karratha Police Complex – a complaint 
WA Police knew about before the station was cleaned. 

 

Police Union Demands Testing of ‘Sick’ 

Pilbara Stations (Australia)--continued 

 

See Spain recognizes MCS on page 3 

 

Back of a whiteboard at the Pilbara police station 
 

http://www.watoday.com.au/wa-news/police-union-demands-air-testing-of-sick-pilbara-stations-20140911-10fij9.html#ixzz3D1JuRjTS
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Spain Officially Recognises Multiple 

Chemical Sensitivity 

Spain has officially recognized Multiple Chemical 
Sensitivity (MCS), including it in its International 
Classification of Diseases (ICD), the diagnostic tool used 
by the Healthcare System to classify and codify diseases. 
This way is authorised by the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) so that governments can make official – always 
conforming to specific guidelines – certain diseases and 
disorders which have not been classified yet at an 
international level by the WHO. 
 
Spain is thus the latest addition to the list of countries 
which officially recognise MCS as a valid diagnosis, like 
Germany (2000), Austria (2001), Japan (2009), 
Switzerland (2010) or Denmark (2012). 
 
The process was carried out through a non-legislative act 
submitted by MP Maria del Carmen Quintanilla (Popular 
Party). 
 
Recognition had been an old claim by the ever growing 
number of people suffering from this condition. who live 
a daily perennial torment because, as the MP explains, 
“many of the everyday chemical products that we use 
can cause them multiple reactions like difficulty to 
breath, palpitations, nausea, skin rashes or recurring 
headaches. For that reason, MCS changes completely the 
life of those who suffer from it, and often forces them to 
adopt countless prevention measures not to get in touch 
physically nor indirectly through the air with those 
products”. So for these individuals, simply going out or 
into a shop can turn into a virtually impossible task. 
 
Aside from this suffering, there is the inappropriate 
treatment that many of these patients receive from the 
healthcare system, a situation that will hopefully change 
slowly with the recognition of the disease. 
 
Although the main and most important change that the 
addition of MCS in the ICD will bring is the most essential 
aspect for an MCS sufferer: that its health and legal 
existence is recognised. Since what does not appear in 
the ICD is left in administrative “limbo”, the 
consequence is that patients are “totally defenceless”, as 
stated in the initiative Explanatory Memorandum, 
“because as well as suffering the painful side effects, 
they cannot be assisted appropriately by the state health 
system.” 

Accordingly, the non-legislative act points out that its 
purpose is “to offer recognition of this physical disorder 
associated to the exposure to toxic chemicals and thus 
to provide and facilitate its clinical and legal 
management” so that the people affected “can enjoy 
basic rights in terms of healthcare and assistance and 
other rights.” 
 
MCS affects the central nervous system, but it may also 
cause malfunctions in other systems such as respiratory, 
gastrointestinal or heart problems. As stated in the non-
legislative act, it is a “chronic, emerging, toxicant-
induced and environmental” condition that causes a 
“physiological reaction to multiple environmental 
chemicals” which can be found in air fresheners, 
perfumes, personal hygiene products, cleaning 
products, food, tap water, clothes, cosmetics, 
cigarettes, etc. Consequently, the management of the 
situation is complicated because, apart from the 
different degrees of severity and the fact that symptoms 
can vary depending on the specific health parameters 
and the “chemical” environment of the patient, as it 
happens with other illnesses, “sufferers quality of life is 
greatly affected.” 
 
“Once MCS is recognised, a close monitoring must be 
put in place to foster its comprehensive and correct 
implementation in the healthcare system and by all 
health professionals”, say Fodesam and the SISS. “In this 
sense, the report handed in to the Ministry provides a 
preliminary set of recommendations.” 
 
Click here to read the entire article. 

Spain Officially Recognises Multiple 

Chemical Sensitivity (continued) 

 

See Homeless Due to Mold Illness on page 4 

 

http://www.sensibilidadquimicamultiple.org/2014/09/spain-recognises-mcs-bubble-people-2014.html
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In our peer groups for persons with Sick Building 
Syndrome (SBS) we frequently hear about the tough 
situation these people have ended up to. It seems, 
there is no end to this in Finnish society. We are 
discussing now that group of patients, who are in the 
most urgent need for help. 
 
If a person is exposed to toxic molds for long periods of 
time, it can result in the collapse of the immunity 
system, which may lead to severe allergies and 
sensitivities to different environmental factors, and 
also to other chronic illnesses. 
 
For this reason the person may end up in endless 
migrations, as they cannot find anymore a home with 
proper indoor air for themselves. In that case 
temporary accommodation might be found in 
somebody's home (if the indoor air is tolerable), on a 
balcony, in a car, a tent etc. This vicious circle may 
continue even for years, since the Finnish housing, 
especially rental apartments, is not environmentally 
adequate. Thus any emissions from construction 
materials, problems with air conditioning, and 
sometimes slightest water damage may cause these 
persons to react physically. Some of the symptoms can 
even be life threatening. 
 
The public health care system does not seem to have 
proper means to help these patients. Often the civic 
apartment authorities and social welfare office of the 
commune don't realize their need for help. The 
patients tend to be marginalized and left without any 
support of the society. 
 
In order to help these patients, some concrete actions 
are needed. At least suitable temporary 
accommodations should be arranged. In addition 
some apartments designed especially for the 
environmentally ill could be built. Also special social 
security, sometimes together with personal assistance 
service is needed. Cooperation with charity 
organisations of the voluntary sector should also be 
encouraged. The Turku City also ought to become 
aware of the distress of its homeless mold-ill citizens. 
They can be rescued. It only requires compassion and 
determination. 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Homeless Due to Mold Illness (Finland) 

 

Trapped on Treasure Island 

 

 

When Andrea McHenry confronted Treasure Island’s 
market rate housing property manager about possible 
toxic mold in her unit or pressed the Navy and Treasure 
Island Development Initiative (TIDA) officials with uneasy 
questions about radiation and chemical dangers, this 
island resident employed meticulously respectful 
restraint. 
 
Andrea’s long professional life taught her a precise 
balance between tact and directness. But it also 
camouflaged her many years of compassionate activism. 
 
Like other residents, Andrea reported general malaise not 
endured in pre-island life. Despite physical activity, 
Andrea said, “I don’t feel good or healthy.” 
 
Treasure Island toxins exacerbate pre-existing conditions. 
Her psoriasis worsened with chronic patches and 
intolerable irritation on legs and elbows. “I can feel my 
brain responding to the itching.” Mold and asbestos are 
culprits in islanders’ intestinal tract problems, including 
abdominal pains and stomach lesions.” 
 
“I’m trapped and it sucks. Our lives are in danger. I must 
get out of here but can’t afford it. We are guinea pigs in 
a big radiological experiment. I know how the Alcatraz 
prisoners felt hearing the City’s sounds and laughter, but 
unable to be there. (Island management) is so slick at 
promoting life on the island, covering up the Navy’s 
mess and shushing us.” 
 
Click here to read the entire article. 
 
See the GIHN Newsletters for April 1, 2014, and May 1, 
2014, for additional articles about Treasure Island. 

See Eosinophilic Esophagitis on page 5 

 

http://jukankoti.webs.com/homeless_due_to_mold_illness.html
http://sfbayview.com/2014/09/trapped-on-treasure-island-part-one-yet-another-treasure-island-renter-wrestles-the-mold-monster/
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Researchers have found that environment has a much 
stronger role than genetics in eosinophilic esophagitis 
(EoE), a severe, often painful food allergy that renders 
children unable to eat a wide variety of foods. 
 
Eosinophils are normal cellular components of the blood, 
but when the body produces too many eosinophils they 
can cause a variety of eosinophilic disorders. These are 
disorders involving chronic inflammation and resulting 
tissue damage, often in the gastrointestinal system. 
 
In an international collaboration involving multiple 
institutions, researchers at Cincinnati Children's Hospital 
Medical Center quantified the risk associated with genes 
and environment on familial clustering of EoE. 
 
The researchers constructed and examined patient family 
pedigrees of patients with EoE and their first-degree 
relatives (nuclear family analysis) and of patients with EoE 
and their identical or fraternal twin/triplets (twin 
analysis). Using these two distinct analyses, they 
determined that 2.4% of siblings and 1.8% of first-degree 
relatives of patients with EoE also had EoE. 
 
The researchers also found that brothers, fathers, and 
males were more likely to have EoE than sisters, mothers, 
or females. Twins had 20-40% risk of EoE depending upon 
whether they were identical or fraternal. 
 
"The power of this study is the twin analysis," says Eileen 
Alexander, PhD, MS, BSN, RN, Woodside Fellow at 
Cincinnati Children's and first author of the study. "Both 
the twin and family analyses support that genetics 
contribute to EoE risk, but the twin analysis revealed that 
the contribution of genetics was previously 
overestimated, masking the stronger contribution of 
common household environment. Further studies of 
environmental factors may identify modifiable 
environmental risk factors that could be targeted for EoE 
prevention." 
 
Allergic diseases have been on the rise over the past 20 
years. Only recently recognized as a distinct condition, the 
incidence of EoE has also been increasing. 
 
Click here to read the article. 

Environment Plays Bigger Role than 

Genetics in Food Allergic Disease 

Eosinophilic Esophagitis 

International defense law firm--Cahill Gordon & 
Reindel, one of the most profitable in the US--is 
facing charges of fraud and fraud concealment after a 
federal appeals court reinstated the charges. 
 
The charges relate to BASF which the 350-lawyer firm 
represented on personal injury cases relating to a 
subsidiary which manufactured asbestos. A putative 
class action law suit says that the BASF subsidiary and 
the law firm ‘conspired to prevent thousands of 
asbestos-injury victims from obtaining fair tort 
recoveries for their injuries’. The subsidiary was said 
by the plaintiffs to have ‘manufactured favorable 
evidence with Cahill’s help’, including discovery and 
motion documents.  
 
Integrity of judicial process 
 
The three judges on the appeals panel, reversed a 
decision by the US District Court in Newark, New 
Jersey and, in a unanimous ruling, said that New 
Jersey’s litigation privilege ‘often immunizes lawyer 
and parties from recrimination based on their 
statements in judicial proceedings, but the privilege 
has never applied to shield systemic fraud directed 
at the integrity of the judicial process.’ 
 
Click here to read the article. 
 
Comment:  The government needs to investigate the 
insurance companies, defense experts and defense 
attorneys who have been involved in mold lawsuits to 
determine if fraud, fraud concealment or other crimes 
have been committed. 

Fraud Charges Reinstated Against 

Defense Law Firm in Asbestos Case 

 

See Pesticides—three generations later on page 6 

 

 

http://medicalxpress.com/news/2014-09-environment-bigger-role-genetics-food.html
http://www.globallegalpost.com/big-stories/fraud-charges-reinstated-against-cahill-gordon-over-asbestos-case-51392334/
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New Research Links Pesticide Exposure to 

Adverse Effects Three Generations Later 

New research from Michael Skinner, Ph.D.’s laboratory 
out of Washington State University finds that –yet 
again— exposure to pesticides may have devastating 
consequences for future generations. The study, 
“Pesticide Methoxychlor Promotes the Epigenetic 
Transgenerational Inheritance of Adult-Onset Disease 
through the Female Germline,” published in PLOS ONE, 
finds that gestating rats exposed to the pesticide 
methoxychlor develop a higher incidence of kidney 
disease, ovary disease and obesity in offspring spanning 
three generations. The incidence of multiple diseases 
increased in the third generation or “great-
grandchildren.” 

This study suggests that ancestral exposures to 
methoxychlor over the past 50 years in North America 
may play a part in today’s increasing rates of obesity 
and disease. The epigenetic changes observed were 
specific to methoxychlor exposure and, according to 
researchers, may prove to be valuable biomarkers for 
future research on transgenerational disease. For 
people exposed to the pesticide, Dr. Skinner says his 
findings have implications such as reduced fertility, 
increased adult onset disease and the potential to pass 
on those conditions to subsequent generations. 

Previous studies have demonstrated that exposure to 
chemicals, including fungicides, dioxins, and other 
endocrine disruptors, can have severe health impacts 
on offspring. This study builds on a history of research 
showing that pesticides –even a decade after it is 
banned— can continue to impact health across 
generations. 

In addition to these two important studies, Dr. Skinner’s 
lab has also documented epigenetic effects from a host 
of other environmental toxicants, including plastics, 
pesticides, fungicides, dioxins, hydrocarbons and the 
plasticizer bisphenol-A or BPA. He has published over 
240 peer-reviewed publications and has been to an 
equal amount of invited symposia, plenary lectures and 
university seminars 

Click here to read the entire article. 

The Canada Science and Technology Museum in Ottawa 
will remain closed for at least the rest of the year due 
to an infestation of mould. 

The problem was detected earlier this month during an 
inspection of the facility’s waterlogged south wall. 

The museum was immediately closed to visitors and 
now the institution says it won’t re-open this year. 

No date has been set for a re-opening, as contractors 
are still assessing what needs to be done to alleviate 
the problem. 

Staff have been moved to other facilities, including the 
Canada Aviation and Space Museum and the Canada 
Agriculture and Food Museum. 

The mould invasion at the national science museum is 
just the latest blow to a crumbling facility that is 
jettisoning artifacts, postponing critical repairs and 
squeezing visitors for new parking fees in a bid to stay 
afloat. 

People who had made reservations to visit or who 
planned activities at the museum this fall are being 
advised about alternative venues, the museum said. 

Meanwhile, the museum corporation is working to 
assess the damage and plan for fixing it. 

“The corporation has come to a critical point in the 
replace-or-repair juncture,” says the briefing book. 

Click here to read this article. 

Canada Science and Technology Museum 

Closes Indefinitely Due to Airborne Mould 

 

 

See Toxic Fumes in Aircraft on page 7 

 

http://www.beyondpesticides.org/dailynewsblog/?p=13747
http://www.macleans.ca/news/canada/science-museum-mould-problem-will-keep-it-closed-until-2015/
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A month after a new scientific study showed that 
poisoning from toxic aircraft fumes led to the death in 
2012 of BA pilot Richard Westgate, the Eye learned that 
provisional postmortem findings involving a cabin crew 
member have found similar evidence of 
organophosphate neurotoxicity. The recent deaths of 
two other BA aircrew are also to be investigated after 
their autopsies showed no obvious cause of death. 

Mr. Westgate, 43, who had suffered years of 
headaches, nausea, confusion and sight problems, was 
one of at least 150 flight crew across Europe 
considering civil action against the airline industry over 
chronic illnesses that they say were induced by 
repeated exposure to engine oil fumes. Last month, 
their cause was boosted by the case study of extensive 
postmortem tests on Mr. Westgate. Published in the 
Journal of Biological Physics and Chemistry, it found 
extensive neurological damage, which had also 
infiltrated heart muscle tissue, consistent with 
organophosphate poisoning. 

Although these cases all involve BA, cabin fumes are an 
industry-wide problem because of a cost-cutting 
decision to “bleed” air from the engines and cool it for 
people to breathe in the cabins, instead of taking in a 
separate, fresh supply. There is no filter and no system 
for monitoring air quality, even though most jet engine 
oils consist of a potentially lethal cocktail of toxic 
ingredients.  

Airlines and manufacturers have consistently denied 
that they have been poisoning pilots, crew and 
passengers, citing either government – or industry-
funded research suggesting no link between air quality 
and the often neurological and respiratory problems 
which have prematurely ended flight careers. Their 
stance will now be seriously challenged by the 
pioneering work of the researchers in the US and the 
Netherlands. 

Click here to read the article. 

Toxic Fumes in Aircraft 

 

Authorities at the Sir Arthur Community College 
(SALCC) in St. Lucia held a meeting following protest 
action organised by the Students’ Council this morning 
over mold infestation. 
 
Classes for the affected students have been suspended 
for the remainder of the week and the Students’ 
Council has advised the school’s management that they 
will not return to classes until the matter is resolved. 
 
A source said the Students’ Council decided to protest 
after teachers/lecturers were removed from the 
affected building when school re-opened late August, 
leaving the students to suffer for far too long. 
 
“Many students are reacting to the mold – coughing, 
itching, and breathing problems,” one of the protesters 
told St. Lucia News Online (SNO), adding that as recent 
as yesterday one student coughed up blood. 
 
Click here to read the entire article. 

Students Protest at Sir Arthur 

Community College (St. Lucia) 

Website:  http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com 
 
Health Effects: 
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health-effects 
 
Position Statement:  
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-
position-statement 

Quick Links: 

 

http://www.private-eye.co.uk/sections.php?section_link=in_the_back&issue=1374
http://www.stlucianewsonline.com/protest-at-salcc-over-mold-infestation/#comment-149925
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health-effects
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-position-statement
http://www.globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/GIHN-position-statement

