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The Washington State Supreme Court has agreed to hear a 
lawsuit brought by a group of Quadrant Corp.-built 
homeowners who claim poor construction has left their new 
houses unlivable. 
 
Following on the heels of another set of suits that ended in a 
confidential settlement, a group of homeowners brought a 
civil action against the Weyerhaeuser Co. subsidiary in 2008, 
claiming rushed construction of the homes left them 
susceptible to mold. 
 
The homeowners have alleged that they or their children 
have been made sick by mold spores in the homes, described 
by one industrial hygienist as a "toxic soup." 

The homeowners contend that mold growing in the houses -- 
flowering, they claim, because rushed construction schedules 
didn't leave time to dry out wet building materials -- is 
circulated through poorly designed, badly built heating 
systems, poisoning occupants. 

Reviewing the claims by 27 residents of Quadrant homes, 
industrial hygienist Michelle Copeland found that each case 
involved "the issue of unhealthy air arising from the same 
common set of conditions including inadequate air flow and 
air exchange within the home and excessive moisture 
resulting in the growth and accumulation of mold." 

"These common conditions combine to create an 
unhealthy and 'toxic soup' affecting the air quality in the 
homes," Copeland said in a Feb. 21, 2008, declaration 
filed in King County Superior Court. 

The Supreme Court could take up the case as early as 
next spring. Lybeck said he expects advocates for 
consumer rights and access to the courts may join the 
suit, as might representatives for the building industry. 
 

Click here to read the entire article 
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•Different approaches to the problem from school district 
to school district with inconsistent record keeping. In some 
cases, maintenance workers were allowed to paint over 
water-damaged areas instead of removing them as 
recommended by the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. 
 
•Parents who are often kept in the dark about the 
problem. 
 
For nine months a year, 2.6 million students and hundreds 
of thousands of teachers and other employees spend at 
least six hours a day in Florida's public schools. Yet there 
are no state laws governing how schools should monitor, 
detect and handle mold buildup and other indoor air-
quality issues. 
 
Richard J. Shaughnessy, director of The University of Tulsa 
Indoor Air Program and one of America's foremost air-
quality experts, said the situation might not change unless 
the public pushes the issue. 
 
"It has to start," Shaughnessy said, "with parents 
becoming involved and demanding that schools address 
these types of problems across the country." 
 
Toxic Schools: Mold, Air Quality Spark Thousands of 
Complaints in Central Florida 

 

Mold in Florida Schools 

See story on 229 School Inspections on page 3 

Toxic Schools in Florida 

The Orlando Sentinel is running a 3-part series on mold 
in schools in Central Florida. The following are excerpts 
from the first article on October 17. 
 
Mold clung to the ceiling and left dark trails across the 
walls and floor. The teacher had already complained 
about the stench months before. 
 
Stuff was even growing on desks. Classroom 103 at 
Walker Middle School in Orlando had become a 
breeding ground for mold. When an inspector 
investigated last year, he found the humidity at about 
86 percent.  And this was no isolated incident. 
 
Moldy classrooms and other indoor-air-quality issues 
have sparked thousands of complaints from teachers 
and students during the past three years, an Orlando 
Sentinel investigation has found. Mold has infested 
walls and ceilings, ruined books and furniture and, in 
some cases, led to the wholesale evacuation of 
children from classrooms. 
 
The Sentinel reviewed thousands of maintenance work 
orders, school district reports and e-mails as well as 
independent environmental studies in Lake, Orange, 
Osceola, Seminole and Volusia counties from August 
2007 to August 2010. The key findings: 
 
•A never-ending battle against mold — some of it the 
most potentially dangerous, toxin-producing varieties 
— infesting classrooms, cafeterias, locker rooms, 
media centers and even nurses' quarters. 
 
•Repeated complaints that cited students and teachers 
suffering from stinging eyes, breathing distress and 
other symptoms thought to be related to poor indoor 
air quality. 
 
•Persistently leaky buildings and faulty air-conditioning 
systems, which let in the moisture that mold needs to 
thrive. 
 
•Some schools making matters worse by shutting off 
the air-conditioning to save money during weekends 
and summers in one of the hottest, most humid states 
in the country. 

 

 

Toxic Schools in Florida (cont’d) 

 

 

http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2010-10-17/health/os-epa-mold-florida-schools-day1-20101016_1_mold-buildup-air-quality-teachers-and-other-employees
http://articles.orlandosentinel.com/2010-10-17/health/os-epa-mold-florida-schools-day1-20101016_1_mold-buildup-air-quality-teachers-and-other-employees


 

Page 3 Global Indoor Health Network 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Canada:  Education Minister Orders 229 

School Inspections 

 

Fredericton-area schools will be front and centre as the 
government undertakes a sweeping inspection of 
educational institutions across the province. 

Education Minister Jody Carr ordered the review 
Monday. The move comes amid safety concerns that 
have forced the closure of two high schools in the 
province in the last two weeks. 

Carr has ordered reviews to begin immediately on the 
229 schools in New Brunswick that were built before 
1980. 

Moncton High School was shut down for six days in 
September when corrosion was discovered on the 75-
year-old building's support columns. Water leaking into 
the building's basement was blamed. Fourteen columns 
were repaired and reinforced, but further inspections 
turned up more water-related problems. 

While repair work was done, mould was found in several 
locations, including the art room and the old gym. Areas 
were sealed off and further work was undertaken before 
the school was closed earlier this month. 

229 School Inspections Ordered 

The following research papers were added to the 
website.   
 
Cardiac Toxicity in Chronic Fatigue Syndrome by Bruce 
Stouch, Ph.D., et al  (provided by Kristina Townsend) 
 
Several new articles on moisture content have been 
added to the website, including: 
 
ASHRAE: Moisture Control for Buildings 
 
Interpreting Moisture Test Results 
 
It’s Called Drywall for a Reason 
 
Mold: A Growing Concern 
 
Plywood in Hostile Environments 
 
Water Damage, Drying and Repairs 
 
We also have a new page on Health Effects.   
 
Global Indoor Health Network—Health Effects 
 

See Member Profile: John Murtaugh on page 4 

Research Papers added to the website 

 

 

Education Minister Jody Carr 

 
Testing moisture content 

in moldy drywall 

http://dailygleaner.canadaeast.com/cityregion/article/1268427,moderated
http://www.jarcet.com/articles/Vol10Iss3/Vol10%20Iss3Stouch.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/ASHRAE_Moisture_Control_for_Buildings_2002.pdf
http://www.ecometrex.com/moisture_interpretation.htm
http://www.awci.org/cd/archiveArticles.pl?id=596&acat=7
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Mold_A_Growing_Concern_in_Professional_Builder_Magazine_2002.pdf
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/files/Plywood_in_Hostile_Environments_1975.pdf
http://www.p1m.com/WM3.htm
http://globalindoorhealthnetwork.com/health_effects.html
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Member Profile: John Murtaugh 

John Murtaugh is a medical sales representative from 
Orlando, FL.  John married his wife, Rosario, in May 
2007, and they are expecting their first child, Michael 
John, in January 2011.  He has been in medical sales 
since 2002 and currently sells infection management 
and antimicrobial products to hospitals in Orlando and 
Jacksonville.  Prior to his current position, he has sold 
orthopaedic medical devices, diagnostic testing and 
pharmaceutical products. He was born and raised in 
Allentown, Pennsylvania.  He relocated to Orlando in 
September 1996 to finish his college degree and 
decided to make it his permanent home.  He enjoys 
golfing in his free time, although he knows that is going 
to change come January. 
 
John was first exposed to a Water-Damaged Building 
while living in Plantation, Florida, in 2003-04.  He is still 
recovering and is talking about his experiences with 
anyone who will listen.  John’s email address is: 
 
johnjmurtaugh@yahoo.com 
 
The article at the following link includes information 
about John’s experience. 
 
http://www.wlky.com/r/4707444/detail.html  
 
 
 

John Murtaugh 

See U.K. Mom Fighting Mold Problems on page 5 

The first annual Green Schools National Conference 
will be held in Minneapolis, Minnesota, October 24-
26, 2010. 
 
The Green Schools National Conference will bring 
together teachers, school administrators, parents, 
green building and design professionals, business and 
community leaders, lawmakers, and children's health 
experts from across the U.S. to push for cleaner, 
greener, healthier school systems nationwide. 
 
"It's horrible to consider that, in the last 14 years, asthma 
rates among children have skyrocketed 160-percent," (Dr. 
Marilyn) Black says.  "Why is this happening? Increasingly, 
the evidence points to indoor air pollution. Children, after 
all, spend upwards of 85-percent of their time indoors, 
where the air can be two to five times more polluted than 
the outdoor air. And, considering how much of that time is 
spent inside school buildings—we're talking eight hours a 
day for roughly 10 months every year—the potential for 
exposure to toxic industrial cleaners, high-VOC-emitting 
products, and other pollutants is extremely high." 

 
Green Schools National Conference 

 

 

 

mailto:johnjmurtaugh@yahoo.com
http://www.wlky.com/r/4707444/detail.html
http://topics.sacbee.com/school+administrators/
http://www.greenschoolsnationalconference.org/
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A mother-of-three has slammed her housing 
association after revolting mould caused by rising 
damp spread through her council-owned property. 
 
“It has affected every room in the flat, the kids’ room, 
including their dolls’ house, has mould everywhere 
and we have had to repaint the window sills and walls, 
remove the carpets and throw out ruined toys and 
clothes.  
 
“It’s really unfair that I have to bring my kids up in this, 
I’ve lost count of the times I’ve spoken to someone at 
the housing association. But there always seems to be 
a reason why they can’t sort it out.”  
 
When Miss Lawn contacted Sutton Housing 
Partnership, she was told to simply try using bleach 
and water.  
 
Sutton Mum-of-Three Battles with Housing Association 
Over Mold 
 
 

U.K. Mom Fighting Mold Problems 

Northwest Environmental Health Conference 

The Northwest Environmental Health Conference 
Planning Team is accepting abstracts for 
presentations at their 3rd Annual Conference to be 
held in Portland, Oregon, February 11, 2011.  
 
Deadline for submission:  November 12, 2010 
 
The goal of the conference is to increase the 
knowledge of participants about environmental 
health issues, engage and activate participants, and 
strengthen our environmental health community 
through networking.  
 
Presenters who are health care professionals, 
public health, environmental and occupational 
health managers, healthcare procurement 
specialists, and program managers from 
community-based organizations are encouraged to 
submit proposals. 

 
Northwest Environmental Health Conference 

See Ask Him. He’ll Do It.  on page 6 

 

3rd Annual Northwest 

Environmental Health 

Conference 

Portland, Oregon 

February 11, 2011 

Accepting Abstracts 

 
 

http://www.suttonguardian.co.uk/news/8456401.Mum_of_three_battles_with_housing_association_over_mould/
http://www.suttonguardian.co.uk/news/8456401.Mum_of_three_battles_with_housing_association_over_mould/
http://www.oeconline.org/our-work/kidshealth/healthprofessionals/3rd-annual-nw-environmental-health-conference
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Choose Your Category 

As I mentioned in the recent announcement regarding 
our changes, we have four membership categories.  The 
details are provided below.  
 
Please be sure to let me know if you want to move to 
one of the voting categories.  If I don’t hear from you, I 
will assume that you want to continue as a Participating 
Member. 
 
Participating (nonvoting). This category will include 
individuals who want to participate in supporting our vision 
and mission, but they may not want to get actively involved in 
the operational responsibilities such as voting on Corporate 
matters. Members in this category will have no voting rights 
or other rights, privileges or benefits accorded to voting 
Members.  
 
Individual (voting). An Individual Member is a person who 
shall have an interest in the advancement of the 
Corporation’s vision and mission. Members in this category 
will have one vote each.  
 
Professional (voting). A Professional Member is a 
credentialed person who shall have an interest in the 
advancement of the Corporation’s vision and mission. 
Credentialed Members include individuals with professional 
experience or professional designations relevant to this field. 
Members in this category will have one vote each.  
 
Business (voting). A Business Member includes a corporation, 
government agency or other business entity that is involved 
in a line of work related to the vision and mission of the 
Corporation and whose representatives shall have an interest 
in the advancement of the Corporation’s vision and mission. 
Each Member in this category shall be entitled to appoint one 
company representative as its official representative to the 
Corporation for purposes of voting on corporate matters and 
to whom correspondence shall be addressed. Individual 
representatives of the Business Member shall serve as 
individual Members of the Corporation and may not 
represent their respective corporation, government agency or 
business entity. Members in this category will have one vote 
each.  

 

 
 
 

Ask Him.  He’ll Do It. 

I know how easy it is to assume the “other guy” will 
take care of the volunteer opportunities, and I know 
how busy life is for each of you, but I need your help 
to keep building on the progress we have achieved. 
 
Please let me know if you can help in any of the 
following areas.   
 
• Newsletter 

• Fundraising 

• Website 

• Writing or Editing 

• Calling individuals who contact us through the website 

• Media Relations, Public Relations or Government 
Relations 

• Organizing Conference Calls 

• Planning and Arranging a Conference 
 

Remember the quote we used when we started 
building our organization in February?   
 
Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world; indeed, it's 

the only thing that ever has.  Margaret Mead 

 

We are making a difference, and we have many great 
ideas for moving this issue forward.  Please roll up 
your sleeves and join in the fun. 
 

Next Newsletter: Friday, November 5 

 


